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confinuerh not. How oft do we 


ſoon may e poſſibly doi it in our ſelces ? It 
is not Two Days ſince I ſaw our. Friend Aucbi- 
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and as like to continue ſo. as ay one I know: 
yet now he ſends his Servant for me to leave 


very fick; and apprehends himſelf not like ro 
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22 ye Uncertainty of this Life. 


This is a very ſudden unexpected Altera. Goos 
| tion, and a plain Proof of the juſt Cauſe WW ,,,.. 
Se. James St. Fames had, to compare our Life here to 
4 14 K Vapbur that\appeareth. for & little Time, and they 

_ | waniſheth away.” Who would ever place his 
Happineſs in a State ſo frail, ſo tranſitory, ſo 
fſickle and inconſtant, Were it in all other Re- 
Hebt. 13. ſpects ever ſo deſirable? Me have here no abiding 
14 City, but are Hable every Moment to Changes 
and Viciſſitudes, andinceſſant Approaches to- 
wards. our latter End. How inſtantly is our 


Health turned ĩiqtb Sickneſs, our Str into 
Weakneſs and numerous Infirmities, our great- 
eſt Joy into the Depth of Sorrow, our Hope 
into Deſpair, our Plenty into Want, our chot- 
ceſt Comforts: into Diſappointments, \and our 
Life it ſelf into Death ? See how the rich Man 
in St. Luke's Goſpel delighted himſelf with the 
Thoughts of a ſure Fund of Pleatgre and Sa- 
tisſaction, for a long and an eaſy IAfe. It tranl- 
ported him to reflect upon the Faſt Increaſe 
of his Wealth, the Fruitfulneſs of his Ground, 
and the plentiful Proviſion it had ſtored him 
wich; fo that now his chief Care was how to 
diſpoſe of what he had, that he might com. 
mand it upon all Occaſions. Which having 
firſt contrived to do, his next Study would be 
to ſolace himſelf in the Enjoyment of ſo ſure 


a. Foundation of Happineſs for many Vea thou 
together, till perhaps worn out wih old Agel thine 

_ anda gentle Decay, he ſhould, like the Parr for n. 
. arch Iſaac, give up the Ghoſt and die, amd be g not: 
gow thered to his | People, being old and full of Dan Nigh, 
Sc. Luke For ſo ſays our Saviour, He thought within hin leave 
12. 17, 18, ſelf, ſaying, bat ſhall I do, becauſe I have no Rom neith 
1. ene fo heſtou my Fruits? And be ſaid The! gard 
will do: I will pull dum my Barns, and build gras vain 


ter; and there will I beſtow all my Fruits ＋ 
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Goods. And I ivill fay to my Soul, Soul, thou haſt 
much Goods laid "up for many Years ; take thine 
Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. A Project the 


| Generality of Mankind would never blame 


him for! And which there are few that would 

not be ready to imitate in the like Circum- 
ſtances. And yet how ſpeedily, and how mi- 
ſerably, was he diſappointed? He accounted 

of Years, many Years to live; when alas! poor 

Man, he had not one Day, nor many Hours 
remaining. So our Saviour acquaints us in 

the following Words, wherein we ſee all 

his Hopes daſh'd at once, with the un- 
welcome News of his Approaching End. God Ver. 20. 
ſaid unto him, Thou Fool, ths Night ſhall thy Soul 

be required of. thee ; then whoſe ſhall thoſe Things 

be which thou baſt provided? A moſt aſtoniſhing 
Stroke! And which muſt inevitably ſtab him 

like a Dagger to the Heart; that when arriy'd 

at the Top of his deſired Proſperity and Hap- 
pineſs, he ſhou'd be immediately. caſt down 

below all his Fears: Oh! How ſad, how diſ- 
conſolate, how. melancholick, how deſperate 
muſt his Caſe be? What Meſſage to a world- 
lyminded Man like this? As if al ben {aid 
to him, Thou, vain, thoughtleſs Creature, 
thus to lay thy weak Deſigns for many Nears to 
come, and not remember at the ſame Time 
thou art not ſure of One Hour thou can'ſt call 
thine own. It is true, thou haſt laid up Goods 
for many Years, but for whom thou knoweſt 
not; certainly not for thy ſelf. For even this 
Night thou muſt be call'd away, and fo muſt 
leave them to ſome Body, that it may be will 
neither thank thee for them, nor ſhew any Re- 
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vain a Thing is Man! We are apt to form our 
Projects, and contrive, and drudge and _ 
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contrary, we are upon the very Brink of 2 


Grave, and ready to drop the next Momet 
, e ee 
[ere Lateri lethals Arundo. 
Mie carry Death always about s. 
Such is the Weakneſs of our Conſtitution, ſuch 

dur natural Decays and Tofittyicies, ſo many the 
| Diſeaſes we ate liable to, and ſuch the Mul- 
tiplicity and Danger of the outward Acci- 
| . we are all expoſed to, that it is a great 

Vanity and Stupidity to promiſe our ſelves any 
long Contains here, nothing in the World 
being more certain than Death, nor any thing 
more uncertain than 'the Time. of. it. We 

know not when our Lord will call for us 
whether at Even, or at e or at the Coc 
crowing, or in the Morning. Hence our Life 

| compar'd in Scripture, to Things of the lea 

Jb. 9. 26. Stability or Duration; to a Ship, under Sal, 

Yer. 25. and an Eagle upon the Wing in Purſuit after its 

Job 7. 6. Prey; to'a Poſt that haſtechby ; to a Weaver 

Pſal.go. 9. Shuttle that is always in Motion; to a Tale 

' that is ſoon told; and, as I have already obſer. 

St. James ved, to a Vapour that appeareth for à little Tim, 

4.14. and then vaniſheth away. And Drexelius juſtly 

enough ſets it forth by divers ſuch Reſemblan- 

ces, as plainly intimate it to be of the mol 
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flitting Nature that can be; \ 
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Sommus, Bulla, Vitrum, Glacies, Fos, Fabula, Fanin, 

Umbra, Cini, Punctum, Vox, Sunus, Aura, Nibil 

Such as a Sleep that is interrupted by any 
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The Uncertainty of this Life. 1 


ch Glaſs that is broken in a Moment, the Ice that 
10 neceſſarily diſſolves upon the Approach of 
any Heat, a Flower that preſently dries up 
and falls, a „ee is immediately at an 
End, the Graſs that is quickly cut down and 
vwither'd into Hay, a Shadow that has no Sub- 
ſack tance of its own, Afhes blown away by every 
/ the Puff of Wind, a Point that has no Extenſion, - 
Mut. Voice that is no ſooner heard than gone, or 
any other Sort 'of Sound, | the Air that is in 
perpetual Motion; and as if all this were not 
enough to expreſs its Vanity and Uncertainty, 
rorld he concludes in reſembling it at left to a 
ching mere Nothing. And agreeably hereto ſays 
"SW Perrorch, and each ones Experience abundant- 
ly confirms his Obſervation,* - I: 


Currimus ad Mortem citius vel tardius omnes; 


We are all of us haſting to our latter End, and 

one after another ſhall be ſure to meet wich it. 

It cannot poſſibly be far from any of us ;F but 

may be much nearer to the youngeſt and moſt 
healthy, than they ſeem to imagine, or are a- 

ware of. One dieth in his full Strength, being wholly Job 21. 

at Eaſe and Quiet. His Breaſts are full of Milk, 23, 24, 
and his Bones are moiſtened with Marrow. And ano- 25, 26. 
ther dieth in the Bitterneſs of bis Soul, and never 

eateth with Pleaſure. They ſball lie downalike in the 

Duſt, and the Worms ſhall cover them. Whence 

i nearly concerns all that have any Regard 

Frnum, ior their own eternal Welfare, to be always | 
Nihil MW upon their Watch, according to that Direction St. Mat. 


y ö any of our bleſſed Lord; -Know this, that if the good 24 43, 44+ 
ears, 1 © ny gre NN TI ; 3 
De remed. atr. fortun. I. 1. Dial. 6. ; » 
Þ Mors, que propter incertos Caſus quotidie imminet, propter T0 


K brevitatem Vite nuuquem longs poreſt abeſſe. Cic. Tuſc. 
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Mat of the Houſe had known in what Watch the 
 _ Thief would come, he would have watched, and 
Would not have ſuffer d hu Houſe 20 be broken ug. 
Therefore be ye alſo ready: For in ſuch an Hour as 
ye'think not,” the Son of | Manicomth. And that 
other Admonition in St. ,Fobn's Revelation, 
Rev. 16. Behold, I come as" Thief. Bleſſed in he that watch- 
15. eth, and keepeth bi Garments," leſt be walk naked, 
| - und they" ſet bi Shame 000 00 2 TR 
A A ſurpriſmg Change indeed! So very lately 
healthy and ſtrong, and now in a weak and 
dangerous Condition. Oh the Inſtability of 
this frail and mortal State ! Whom would not 
this provoke to look about him, and be ſo 
Wiſe as ſeriouſly to conſider his latter End, that fo 
neither Sickneſs nor Death may ever ſeize him 
unprovided for it? How mn it to baniſh all 
Vice and Wickedneſs out of the World, and 
excite People to a conſtant: Holineſs of Com 
verſation? And how muſt it faiſe up in the as to 
Minds of ſuch, who have any Remainders of W 15 
Compaſſion in them, a hearty Concern for WM Auchi 
thoſe they fee or hear to lie under any ſuch af. Tin 
flictive Viſitation? Eſpecially conſidering they W 1: my 
Eno not how very ſoon it may be their. own I cbitba 
Caſe, inaſmuch as we have no Certainty of. De 
our Lives, nor indeed of our Health, ſo much I by hi 
» as for a Day or Hour. Wherefore I have A himſe 
great Mind to go viſit this good Man, as de tion. 
deſires; to ſee how he is, and try if I can ad: in 
ig miniſter any Comfort to him, and to remini i mult « 
im how he ought both patiently and than have 
ully to ſubmit to God's Hand, and carefully ſaid, u 
your himſelf for whatſoever may be deſigned MD<nu: 
;ÿor him; ſo that he may truly glorify God,M'o ſay 
'® whether it be by Life, or by Dach : and may 
OY himſelf be happy in whitherſoever of them 
But I wait, though with ſome mp 


as Thy . 
IS & 
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and to al along — me. He is a very 3 . 
Man, and Anchitbanes's hearty Friend, "and, 8 
nas wiſhes him as well as any one, and I dare ſay, 5 
that would rejoice in good Earneſt to do him jel | 
ion, 1 Office. For which Reaſons I have > 
neh- already ſent for him, and wonder he ſtays ſo _ 


: 
Ha; 


ked, e But hold; I ſee him coming, and Wil 
0 meet him. Excuſe me good Timothens, =o | 


cely MN that 1 have taken the Liberty to ſend for you 5 

and upon an unexpected Occaſſon. „ 

y- of Timotbeus. I rejoice'to ſee you Theophilu * a IH 
not good Healch, — moſt heartily thank-you for 

e fo all the Civilities and Kindneſſes J have recei- 

at ſo ved from you, ever ſince I had the Honour to 

> him be X00” to you, and am glad of any Op- 

rturity of waiting! upon you. But may 1 
ask, Sir, why you have ſent for me at this 


Con Time 2 Js 1 any Ay 1 can be fo happy 
n das to-ſerve-you in? ere 

ers of Theoph, Have you ons 3 of our Friend 
n/ for Ancbithanef s ſudden Illneſ ?? 

ch af. Timotb. Vou ſurpriſe me to a great Degree; 0 


Is my good biene and Ml eee An- 
chithanes ſick ? 


r on | 

ty of WW 7hcoph.+ He is ſick; very: ſick indeed; and: 

much by his Meſſage to me,; ſeems" to ap rehend | — 
1ave 8 bimſelf e near the Time of his iffohu- --, 
as de tion. 20 0. 2610-2454 | 5 
an ad- Ban I am | mightily comtetn'd at ity 2 

emind i muſt own I conceivè it to be the worſt News 

than bave heard of a long Time. But as old E 

fully te laid, upon Samuel s acquaincng him witk God's 

ſigned Denunciations againft himſelf and his Houle, 


; God, Mo ſay I in this Caſe,” Ir 4 the Lord, ler him do 1 Sam. 4 
d maß bat ſeemeth bim good. As every Man is en- 12. 
them tirely at God's Diſpoſal, ſo ſhould we all be 
tiene, ready at all Times to ſubmit to whatſoever 

1 8 T 


t HI. n OO Ann n 
ae 
4 the Petter, to order us a8 he 
'F _ * Fi us t therefore be overmuch af. 
ficted for what has befallen our Neighbout; 
hat we ſeem not to ſtrive againſt that Divine: 
ill, which we e Apr may be dim 
by. our ſelyes and all Mankind i Earth a it 4; 
in Heaven, and go counter to our bleſſed Sa- 
5 5 's Example, who prayed to his Father n 
t. little before Ctucifixien, Oö my Furber, if 
1 be poſſible, let this 6 Gap paſs from me; neverthes 
N Iwill, fill fm ere a 
12, 1 Cup may not paſs nm 
0 fee don 3% fit ae ; 
Timoth. But pray tell me, how long has he 
l 2 pron heard a Word of: it be 
fore, and am heartily ſorry. to hear it now. 
Theoph. Ir is not yer Two: Days. fine) he 
dia firſt cz... 11s ooh hal 
Timotb. It is much he ſhould be ſo kly 
weakened to ſuch Nur a Degree „ as. ous =2 
apprehend. . 
Theoph. Not at all, ad ſecha- 
niſm of the humane Body, the Hartes of it 
Parts, and the Niceneſs of its Contexturey 
which like 2 Clock or Watch of direm Me- 
tions, is eaſily pat out of dep by every wg 
e 
mot your ca igns. nt ou, 
| Theophilus, 1 give him u Viſit. — 5 75 
Tbeoph. It was for that Purpoſs I fene 0 
| Golre YOL Company. e A5 | 
2 rs \\Ziemorh. I am . wait on a youraher 
ever ou pleake, : MA | 
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pon! 177 Ther e . 
= © If going as faſt as we can. You knoutthow!.gic, % 
onthe WY crop Chriſtian an Act ic is to vitic and. comfort . hog * 


s/he che Sick and Weak. The wiſe Son of 8). pach, See 


Raf, invites to it, as not only a commendable; but 


- dove. Wl that morn. Be uot flow #0 viſit the Siel; for that ro 
r Ml ako theenrs be held And out Chriftiani 
teaches us, that it is one of thoſe" Duti 
which bein performed out of Obedience to 
our Lord's Command, is ſure to be rewarded 


than chat of the Kingdom of Heavem As 
whoſoever: pleaſes may fee in that Account 
our Lord himſelf gives us of the final Ju : 


ſrull the King ſay Fury ten on bir 
je bleſſed" of my - Father,” inherit 8 

rr. fon vou from +he» Reg inning World. 

And the Reaſon ofthis his e ie Caray | 


thirſty, and ye gave. me Drink 1 and amongſt 
other good Deeds,” I war fiel, and ye wind 
me. Not that this Office was perform d to our” 


ing done to his poor, ſick Members, he will 
be pleas d to interpret it; as though it had been 


unto you; Iain as * 
the % theſe ey Big hron, ye bave dine it unto 


of his Members, as done to himſelf. 
Timoth. Ves, to hi poor Members, ſuch 
x and in Need ef our Charity and Be- 
f, Yar we nor _ vili them, 


\ 


at the laſt Day with no lefs an Inheritance, $9 


ne. Chriſt being our Head, graciouſly fe- 
kons all Kindnef es done to any the Meaneſt ; 


ren * 5 þ 
Dout, I + profitable and advantagious Practice Fail Ecclus. 7 
wine! % to be with them that weep, and mourn with t ben 34+ F 


N 4 L 1 


nent to be paſſed upon all Mankind. Ther Se. . ; 
br Hand Cate 25. * 


you have in the TWo next Verſes, For Tur Ver. 26, 
an —_— and ye gave” mi Ade; I wan 36. 


Lord hicmfelf in his own Perſet; but that be- 


done to himſelf. For Io ic follows, Perily I, _ 
1 kobe Mu IIA be. 
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ſelves." 


malte IN Proviſion for the Supply of thick 
Strei ights. ELIE „ 


= be 2 But is this all mat you take to be 
ani here intended? The Soul, you know, is of in- 
3 8 * more Value than che Body. And you 


may be ſure therefore that to comfort, in- 
ru, encourage, .admoniſh, or any Way af. 
itt a nick Soul, though of a wealthy Perſon, 
and who needs no Alms from us, is at leaſt as 
Sana Ghackey"as can by "dons to the BOO: 
7 perl mp IT am convinc d. 
mk en The Apoſtle St. Paul alſo invites to 
Rom. 12. this Sort of Charity, that we not only rejoice - 
15,16. with them that do rejoice; but weep 'allo with 
' them that weep, being of the ſame | Mind one to- 
warde another, compaſſionately deſirous of each 
N others Welfare, whether ſpiritual, Or tempos 
 ..- » ral, as of our on. Let us go then, and vi 
ſit this fick Man, and adminiſter what Conſo- 
lation we can to him, that he be prevailed 
With to bear this his Sicknaſs-with the greater 
PDPDauatience and Submiſſion to his heavenly; Fa- 
©, ther's. juſt, Correction. For in truth this 1 
take to have been his End, in deſiting me to 
ſend and to intreat your Company. And 
this therefore I did, that we might together try 
if we can be any Way ſerviceable tanie in 
his weak Eſtate, 8 
Dimoth. 1 were not; only. very unkind; 0 
him, but unworthy the Name of a Chriſtian, 
or 22 Man, 111 could find. i in my Heart 


to refuſe accompanying you, When ge 
on ſo charitable a Deſign. - 


And thay  Theoph. Let us haſten then. Ir & berrer, ſays 


prove of the Preacher, . to go, to the Houſe of Mournings 


good Uſe 1 to the Houſe o Feaſting, for that is the R 


to our 


all Men, and the Living will lay it to heart. 
What 1 Motive can there be to a te, 


* Recleſ. 


1 wry : Repay 


"The Dncenaimy of This Tk, bee. — | — . 


Repentance for all out Se * a 8 and 
ene Conſideration of what: is like to be- 
come o 


be otherwiſe affected, his Head and Intel- 8 


us in a future State, than to obſerre 
a ſick Friend, firuggling- with/therPangs wel | 


Death, and ready to expire at every Gaſp > 
It is not only a Kindneſs to our Friends to vi- 


ſit and attend them in theſe Agonies, and af 


ford them the beſt Aſſiſtance we are able in 


any Reſpect, but may prove a greater to ouẽůẽj 
hes „ by reminding us of our Mortality, 
and the dreadful State of ſuch as ate forced to 
leave this World, before they have prepared 
themſelves for a better. Let us therefore loſa 
no Time. And God grant we may find him 
well in his Underſtanding, that however he 


lectuals be not diſturbed. 7 
7;moth.- And that his Sickneſs be not 10 


violent, as to unqualif/ him for ſuch. Diſ- 


courſe as is 3 for one in RS: 12 
Condition. 5: 19 | 


ining 2 


* TY 
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The Fo vISIT. 


The, mare remote Preparation for Deal. 


m. "ha glad to find you alive; od * 
1 Anchithanes. I Ein haſte s ſee Men 725 


duſpicion of 1 too late. ** . 1 * 

Timotheus. hilus affrighted me with is . 
Account of the he Dan er wherein you was re- 9. 
preſented to be: But tl am 2 gant to act © 


To la * as we imagined. 
4 1 


- 


you as ſoon as ever Timotheus came, but by 2 rare, 5 
your Servant's Relation Iwas not without ſome m 


gooc And 7 * ned 

u ſor your kind Viſit to à pogr 
— for your r wy 

x my Welfare. ur e 8 
n be ext 


How do 3 7 
«I gs 5 il, ee 
Vich Fainting Fits, in which, I- thought. | 
' ſhould have died * before I could hope to 
ſve you: But 1 thank God they are no o. 
mae; ind though I doubt I have got 'a Fer 
My r, it in not yet ſo violent but that I 


Quite another Creature than rr a” PR 
Hours ſince. Foal 
7 \Timooth, | Sende praed for char. = - 
t is a great Ble 
kaya mer wink fach an \bate 
ſtemper: But it is a far greater, chat you 
have not your main Work now to do, but 
| bavg. been long expecting the Time When 
vou muſt come to Sf low upon a ſick Bed, 


d ſs f 
* getting your N Readinels, 8 for 


„ Anchith:. If I AA not, I muſt have been 
IK an in à moſt diſconſolate Condition at this 
. Time. For to die, and enter upon an eter 
Woke nal State, is à ſerious Mattef, and of th 
1 utmoſt Importance that can be. And to pre. 
* pare aright for it, is a Work of | Time and 
ed Pains, in which we can never be tod dill- 
a gently employed. And yet on the other 
* Hand 1 find my Head ſo out of Order, my 
Spirits ſo faint and low, and my Thoughts 

ſo ——— and diſcompoſed, da J am in 

a Manner fic kor. e: 5 but by arr" 
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gbcſs of, Lif 


enaug to. ike Lhouents, 
Account gf the ie pt en u Co 
ind need not therefore dd Have de Fred 
Work o Momear xull mar Ting 1 
Timoth, It ones alfeaed es Yety ve 
to hear a good Man loaded with Years, and... 
N 2 7 er and 1 Conde "nn. 
though not then labouring er any preſetit 
Schiel , entreat his Auditors from the Pul: 
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pit to belie e, what 12 found by certain Ex- = 
perience, chat 0 ge and A crazy. Body © _ 
were very Ul: Qu i ien fe the . 

a Natter of Conſeq dee an 


of Conlequis 
* We of the 1165 Work © 
„ And 1 could ea belie ve 5 


did 5 | wiſh, a b wee | 
Our. Rives, 9. 5 8 bein N 


7 oy 3. : ; 
one aa EE it 5 poll > Bs for + 


and to be! 6 % i „thaß 
to live as "E/ had no e "I TOUS 
State. | | 
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> Pol 5 hey go 0 on in the Crowe. 10 
a to abe as Well as their Neighbours: And 
becauſe the cy. ſee their Companions, and all 
about them, edle follow their own Ima. 
e And though they own a Necaſft 

f Repenting ſome” Time or other, ate y& 
loth to ſet 75 it; the therefore take the 
ſame deſtru&tive Courſe, n Hope that when 
. ey come to languiſh upon à ſick Bed, and 

e fit for n thing elſe, f they ſhall have Time 

enough to do toe which all their Life long 
12 80010 neyer be prevailed with to ſet f 
bout, though it ought to have been the Huf. 
nels of their whole Lives. Till perhaps they 
are taken away, by ſudden Dea ath, and fo'hs 
ver ilie ſick at all ; or if they do, theit Sick. 
- neſs, proves ſuch, as either employs' all their 
Thoughts with, the Acuteneſs'of its Pains, Y 
the Intent nels of irs Heat and Thirft; or 
Heads. are Io diſturbed, that they rove ba 
9 © and are fit for nothing t that is ſerious; 

but eſpecially 4 not for taking à Review® & 
their paſt Converſation, and making a lud 
ment of 'themlelves from it. And chu all 
their good Purpoſes prove abortive, and ſerve 
to no other End, par to delude and deceive 
them here, and render them alen mi 
ſerable hereafter. | 

Anchith. This i is 4 1245 melancholick Con- 
 Klerarion,; but the Fact i is too evident to be 
denied. 

Timoth. . | Now 1705 find che Cbmfort lg 
Kidving been one 7 this inconſiderate Tribe, 
but having taken Care in Time to do, hät 
now it would be out of Den Power to do 
as you ought. | 
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oz Au bib. I would not have been one of 
res them for all the Wotl is Lever aUmired the 
nd all Folly of ſuch 2 could find in their Hearts 

| to venture their eternal State pon the Un- 
certainty of a late Repentance, Which too 
probably might never be at all, or at leaſt ne- 
yer be ſuch as to reſtore them to the Favour 
of God, and an Intereſt in his Promiſes of 
J 
Tbeopb. You have ever acted as a wiſe 


this; all the Concerns of this preſent World 
being nothing in Compariſon of the ineſti- 
mable 1 Sf that Which is to come, nor 
any Sort of Tortures that can befal us here, 
bearing any Proportion to thoſe everlaſtin 
Burnitigs, whereto the Reprobate will be = 


judged in a future State. {> 
Aucbitb. I confeſs and deſire to do it with 
Shame and true Compunction of Soul, that 
I have been a gfeat Sinner; though, I thank 
my God, I have made it my Study through- 
out the whole Courſe of my Life, to forſake 
my * and live = 1 8 con- 
we WY trary- Virtues,” relying upon God through 
. Chriſt, for the Pardon of my Sins, and Abi 
Ty ni. Wl lity to reform and amend. Net not ſo exactly 
\." 2 buſy after all the Care I have hitherto taken, 
K Con-W find I have Buſineſs enough now upon my 
t tobe OTE, ny Lamp, and fitting my 
elf for my Lord's Appearance, that I may be 
of not accepted by him at his Coming. Whererefore, 


2 - BY 8 1 ; Y 1 ** 
"> Fa pv j . , » 8 | * 4 13 3 A 5. 
. x 8 : ; OY 
. 4 wm — 
3 1 \ * 2 
2 * 5; 6 4 * 4 2 2 1 1 4 Th ” * * F * * 1 1 7 7 ; 1 . 
: 4 4 P * 7 o : * — * PS. - 
- > 1 % 2 * 1 5 . 4 - * * * * * ®* K 3 . * 8 , - 
| * - xy, ; d - 
CY 
1 © RY Rae 4 * > . . 1 » 
. 1 % o * 0 
* Y I $ 1 4 M x 4 3 4 5 
5 { i d . : „ * 


* 1 
1 5 4 * WT id 
N — - 233 MS 
— — — 


wy 1 
1 
5 9 N 898 — p 
, _ — — — - — 
— — . ˙ BEIT 5s 


6)˖˙Vůzl — 8 


Orr bly AL by | py Wag | 
1 Sit. CſA 
1 al $1800 70 Waal 10 vio! 
| [23 0 WAY, £01 


ner, 7 8.4 2 Lok: orry, 255 22 
formed. again infinite Love, 6nd Fe ? | 
" dearing Expreſſions of Kimlneſey 145 the, eleanef 


Newe 00s of thy, boly Ward, an the! moſt; power 

fel Arguments for engaging ito. a letter Oil 

and baveirepeated my lranſereſſions from Day ii 

Day, an- from Near to Naar. 1 And um Lats, 
at c 255 hut that thine; Indigudtion 


4 5 Againſt; rej and ibo ſhoulaſt, 1. 


Wrath that I ſhall never. mer inge (thy Rat 
1iſertble State I have: brought my elf int, = 

as cannot otherwiſe reflect thaw with Bron 

_ Angwiſh H Soul. It cuts ing to 1 

. ſhould hawe thus groſiy abuſe thy G meſs, and 

diſobey'd thy Laws. And in a juſt Senſe of 598 

my inexcuſable Folly and Belen, T now * J ol 

to bee by' a hearty R 
* wilt * of wh en T do [do fo, | bis Bales * 
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eep in void the diſmal Pit, that opens its inſatiable 
e Day Mouth to receive him. And this prevents his 
wouldMWduly attending to the Means that are needful 
as tharfito this great End, and the Inconveniencies: | 
mianyMnd Trouble that may probably be met with 
in the Uſe of them. So that all his gpod Re- 
ſlurions being made only when in ſuch a 
Fright, and when his Eyes were ſo fixed upon 1 
the Want he had of them, that he could not 
low himſelf to make a due Enquiry into tage 
ſeveral Conflicts whereto they might expoſe. MUIAT 98 
tim, no Wonder if they hold out no longer, 
when his Circumſtances are quite alter d, and 

lis wonted Habits preſs him, and all his uſual. . 
Temptations return upon him with a far grea- Ty 
ter Strength than he had imagin d. This is fucha 
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not how to bear up againſt it, but faints and 

filters, and falls away, in hope of another Re- 

pentance when in the like unhappy. State. In- 

ſances of theſe Relapſes have been ſo noto- 

ious, that the Death-· bed Penitent will never be 

able to aſſure himſelf, he ſhall not be liable to 

the ame Hazard, if it pleaſe God to make the 
Experiment. And therefore, not knowing 

whether all his Sorrow for his Sins, and his 

Purpoſes and Promiſes of a new Obedience for 

the Future, are ſuch as will ſtand the Teſt, 

and upon Trial will bring forth Fruits meet for 
lepentance, he muſt needs be in great Perplexi- 

% and full of Doubts and Fears, leſt after all 

he has been able to do in this weak Condition, 

towards the ſecuring his eternal Salvation, he 

hould however miſcarry, and come ſbort of the. 

Glory of God, and have his Portion ar laſt allot- [ 
ed him amongſt the Veſſels of - Wrath, that are Wo 
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Sins, and the dreadful Tortures due to them 


and who moreover knows not whether all his 
Sorrow, and Humiliation, and Repentance he 
ſuch, as would certainly produce 4 Reforma. 
tion in him, if Time were allew'd for it, And 


7 yer neither is this the worſt of his Caſe, tho 
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mendment when he comes to die. God 
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and unfeignedly reſolve upon à Reformation, 
ſo far as he ſhall enable them for it. Bu FA 
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in a: fruitleſs Reſolurion, that could never be 
reduc'd to Practice. It is unqueſtionable* ds 
no Man, in his Health, has any Warrant'to 
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— upon it, leſt at the laſt they meet 

with a dreadful- Diſappointment, and when 

they have been pleaſing themſelves with the 

Hopes of Heaven, and all its unconceivable 

Happineſs, ſhould awake to their eternal Sor- 

der Flames of Hell. 1 
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« to Lhave hitherto been expos'd. As IT might 
© pollibly, 255 died in any Moment; of my 
ife, paſt, ſo may I, for ought I, know. to 
4 ap Contrary, at this 8 Inſtant, or at 
| ANY. Time yet, to. come. There is 5 9 
s of my . Life that may not; * 
Maſter's coming. And can I 
@ tr always to behave my ſelf ſo, as 70 
whenſoever he ſhall appear, he may, find me 
=, watching, and in a Readinels for his Re- 
ception? How am I concern d, eitheg to 
© procure à Peace and Reconciliation with 
We * God, or at leaſt to ger my {elf aſſuted upon 
w OY Ground that I am already in that 
ce pleſſed State, and moreover to guard my 
4 « ſelf wich the urmoſt Diligence againſt what 
ever might endanger the Loſs. of ſo ing. 
e mable an Advantage > fn a W Word, Ho 
am oblig d to renounce. all Sort of - Wick 
2 edneſs, to caſt off the Love of the Crew 
tures, Ae give. my ſelf intirely upto God, 
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e falle Hope I have of making the Inteteſt of 
{ Earth and Heaven ne oc Wi 
© by allowing the preſent Segton ta the;for- 
mer, and Futurity to the 'Second, or by 

© raking” Nains by Turns, ſometimes for the 

e one, and ſometinies for the other. But can 

I ſtupidly: ſuffer my ſelf to be drawn aſide 

« by ſuch grofs Deluſions ? Can I, in, fie 

* firſt Place, weigh the Intereſt of chis Life; 

* againſt thoſe of the Life to come? How 

e hard muſt Iwink, before I can let the Deſire 

* of gaining Earth make nie venture the Loſs 
" of Heaven, and to enjoy a little the more = 
* Pleaſure during the few; Moments that re- 
main of my Life here, dare to be miſerable =— 
through the vaſt Extent of a boundleſs Eter- = 
I nity ? On the other Side, if I wholly-em- 1 
* ploy my preſent Time in purſuit of tlie 
Things of this World, what Aſſurance can 
Thavs bf an Opportunity hereafter, where- 
in to ſecure an Intereſt in Heaven 2 If the 
future Seaſon I promiſe my ſelf ſhould ne- 
© yer conie, but Death ſhould ſnarch me a- 
way in the mean Time, what Profit thall 1 
have of all the Trouble I had been at in 
ſeeking, after theſe temporal Advantages ? 
In ſhort, how can I ever believe that the 

| little Time Thave to live, and which yet is 
Aways upon the Wing, will laſt, long e- 
nough both to ſertls me upon Earth, and 
to open HeIven-Gates for me? In. truch it 
will ſcarce ſuffice for the accompliſhing ei- 
ther of the Two Deſigns. | And to attempt 


* both at the ſame Time, is the ready Way to 


tucceed in neither. Wherefore ſuppoſing, 

me once convinc'd in my Mind, of what in 

. ſeality I know mot how to queſtion, name- 
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\ - Fe me as my Salvation, that this is the chief 
1 : and moſt conſiderable Intereſt I everhad, 
= Sor can have; it is indeed my only; Intereſt 

ee before which whatever elle J aim at vz. 
e niſhes into nothing, and may in no wiſt 
be compar d with it, can I poflibly think; 

my ſelf at liberty to run the Hazard of f 
0 . r ineſtimable a Prize, rather than employ all 
1 the Powers I have, and all the Time m 
Lord affords: me, in the Proſecution of it? 
See here then my grand and moſt impor. 
. <<, tant: Affair! See here the only lawfil 
Object of my moſt unwearied Endeavour! 
.*, To this it is I am to apply my:utmoſtForce; 
© and I ſhall have Reaſon to think my {el 
-<.-happy beyond Meafure, if L can but it la 
attain to it. But how do T talk of For 
and Ability, who find, to my Sorrow, hoy 
exceeding impotent and weak E am; anf 
© how incapable I find my felt of diſcharging 
the ſmalleſt Matters as F:ought;. and thi 
* Icannotofmy ſelf conceivea good Thought 
ſo far am I from performing, a truly g00 
Xp Action? This Reflection; O my God, woul 
© caſt me into Deſpair, if I did not kno th 
thy Grace i ſufficient for me. I can do nl 
thing without thy Aſſiſtance, but thou can 
enable me to do all Things. Thou cat 
e ftrengthen and ſupport me, and perfect 
eme what I ſhould; in vain attempt withol 
thy Help. Vet this is not A. M For ch 
e haſt not only Power enough:to fupply' a) 
Impotence, but Goodneſs enaugb ch 
to diſdain to diſplay it, in favdur of uch 
H utterly diſtruſting themſelves; place'ma 
„ Whole Affiance in thee alone: 
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tance for which you have been thus * 
ay arguing, that fo'a Man may know, not 

li tion he is under to che faity 
ets e ir, but likewife how He may 

I it Fark Abt.” e 
Your Motion 1 confeſs were ven 
proper, were it not unſeaſonable at Preſent 
or we muſt have a Care not to trefpil tos 
far upon Archichaner,” who, _— he is Ye 
obliging, and will not complain” of os, il 
"Net bo with within himſelf that we would bt 
Therefore we had better forbear 
2 and appoint another Day to meet ad 
ttle that Enqui bo 
 Anchith, Pray, dear Theophilus, let \rhe bf 
no. Means occaſion any ' Interruption” of you 
Diſcourſe, for I thank God I am not folly 
you may imagine. I am, and have been 8 
ry eafy, and though fbomewfat faint, yet u 
to ſuch a Degree, but chat I have been m 
agreeably entertain da by you hitherto; 
could be very glad to hear Timothegs' —_ 
welt anſwer d, that ſo 1 may h out l 
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yore "This will it bo too large a/ Tak to 
wet enter upon at preſent, and I muſt therefore en- 
! and _ you" will pleaſe. 0 diſmiſs N N 
zhoſ this 1 13709. 3% DIORS WOT 
„ P ine: ie how hodolihigyc Ln 
jc} ſo: defirous of your Deciſſon of that 5 — 
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* what you deſire, though with-all the Bre vi 

can, Now tlie firſt Thing implied in t 1 
** gteat Duty of Repentance, is a Sight of Si 
e end Sorrow for it, as for the worſt of all 
Evil, and indeed the Cauſe of all others, zhigh- 
ly offenſive to Almighry God, and infincely 
deſtructiye of our own Welfare, both now'i 
this World; and Irrecoverably" to all Eternity 
the other. A is a notorieus Diſebedience 4. 
Aﬀeont to ur Sovereign Lord and Creator, 
whoſe we are, and to whom all our Services 
are due, and whoſe Laws Wwe cannot violate 
without the wileſt Dilingenulty and Undutiful- | 
he6. He gaye us our Being, and preſerves us 
in it, and e good * *hitigs we at'a 
Time partake Of, proceed purely from his 
Bounty to us. 55 bim we live, and move, and 
have our Being; and to him we are accountable 
for all our=D6ings, and for gur good or 12 
Management of the divers Talents and Ble 
ſings he intruſts us with. And what can be 
more intolerably- misbecoming, than to riſe 
up in Rebellion againſt ſuch à gracieus Be- 
nefaQor, to return him Indiggities and De- 
ſpice for all his Munificence and Bounty, Ef- 
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*"" Prepavation'for Deb. 88 
own Son, his only-begotten, and:well-btleveas 
Son, che ever-bleſſed Fe/us, #0 allume our Ne: 
ture, and be born into the World, to lead 
mean and troublefome Life, to be 4% iſe An. 
fejected of Men, flouted, and derided; and ar 
laſt put to Death upon the Croſs for our Ræ 
demption; that in our firſt Parent Adum al- Cor. 1 5. 
bad died, ſo in him the ſecond Adam all might $622. 
made alive. Whoſoever, I ſay, obſerves x. 
aſtoniſning Manifeſtation of the Divine Good 
neſs towards rebellious and ſinful Man, may 
well ſtand amaz d to think that they ſhould 
ever find in their Hearts to diſobey a God 6 
ſuch abundant, ſuch exceſſive Pity toward us 
This is the utmoſt Height of Ingratitude, as 
well as Diſobedience, and can never be ſuffid 
ciently lamented by all the Tears we can ſnlled 
and Sighs and Groans we can ſend forth 
Though we ſhould go mourning all thè Day long 
with David, N we ſhould make our Bed u Pſal. 6. 6. 
ſwim, and water our Couch with our Tears; with 
Hexe kiab, though we ſhould chatrer li ke a Cruse lſ 38. 14. 


i a Swallow, and mourn aA Dove, till our Eyes. 
uud fail with looking upwards; with Daniel; 
ſhould ſer our Face unto the Lord God to ſeek Dag. 9. 3. 


* 


Prayer and Supplications, with Fuſting, and Suck- 
cloth, ani Ashes; and with the Penitents in 
the ancient Church, *ſhould put on Sacbeloth, 
and cover our ' ſelves with Aſhes, and caſtor 
ves down in the Miaſt of the Congregation; 
nud puniſh our ſelves with Faſting, and Wailing, 
and all Sort: of © Montification,' ſhould fall dows 
to the Faithful, and embrate their Knees, and Riſe 
ohh ei Feet, and ſeek'by all Meant” poſſible to obtain 
bolt an ein Prayer in our Behalf ; ſhould we do all this, 
mn for gen Wy N of, n nis OPS 4 


neun, de Pœnit. c. 9. & de Pudie. c. 3. B. Cypric 
4 in. Epiſt. 6 5. Euſeb. Hiſt. Eccl. I. 5. c. ã99. 
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I The more remote- ' 
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nd a Thouſand Times more by Way ob Pen. 

nance for our Abuſe of ſo goòd, ſo graciom 
=_ a Redeemer, we could never duly bewail the 
Hs einouſneſs of ſuch Iniquity. So thag if de 
"LE _ conſider only the Wickedneſs of our Sins, and 
_ - ; . the horrid Guilt contracted by them, we have 
= All abundant Cauſe to lament» and:bemoan 
them, and to ſhew' forth the greateſt Abhor- 
rence and Deteſtation of them And yet have 
we ſtill more Reaſon to do it, if hereto he ad. 
tion to our ſelves, as they are the only Meat 

5 of robbing us of God's Fayour, and expoſin 
us to his juſt Indignation, and thereby of 
bringing down his heavy Judgments upon ub 
here in this World, and of delivering us over 
to his eternal Vengeance in the other; to be 
ſentenced. from has Preſence and the Gloy of tit 
Power, and be caſt into outer Darkneſs,” Where 
will be Weeping. and Wailing, ani Gnaſling of 
Teeth for evermore, and have our Part in the Lakt 
tbat burns with Fire and Brimſtone; which i tht 
ſecand Death, and the ſharpeſt and moſt intole- 
 , rable; as well as the moſt laſting of all Puniſh 
ments. Wherefore ſuch being the Guilt; and 
the terrible Fruits of our Sins, every one that 
is not wilfully Blind muſt neceſſarily ſee what 
indiſpenſable Obligation all are under, to abo. 
minate and deteſt them, and loath themſelves 
ecauſe of them, and earneſtly ſue to the 
hrone af Grace for Mercy and:Forgivenels 
and Ability to walk more holily for the lus 
ture. This is. the firſt Part of Repentance, 
a hearty Sorrow for Sin, and an Abhorrencs 
of it, and of our ſelves becauſe of it. The 
next is a firm and ſteady Purpoſe of forlaking 
it. And nothing is more natural, than to fe- 


.folve to flee from, and avoid what we at 
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e 
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be not only bad in it ſelf, but deſtructive alſo 
to all that indulge chemſelves in it. They 
whoſe Hearts are harden'd, and their * * 8 
blinded as not to ſee che Eyil of Sin, may ſenſe- 
leſly chooſe to live-in it. But all others muſt 

be ſelf-condemn'd if they do not unteignedly. 
reſolve upon a ſpeedy Renunciĩation of it, and 
take care moreoyer to put ſuch their Reſolu- 

tion in practice, To this common Prudence 

and a deſire of our Welfare directs, as we 
would not ruin our ſelves beyond Recovery. 
The Checks of qur own Conſciences alſo re- 
commend it, reprehending us for what we 

have done amiſs, and reminding us how much 

it is our Duty to live in the Exerciſe of the 
contrary Virtues. And this the holy 'Scrip- 
tures from Time to Time inculcate with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſs, and under the ſevereſſt 
Penalties ; requiring to deny all Ungodlineſi and Tit. 2. 13. 
worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, rigbteouſiy, and 1 
godly, in thit preſent rid; to ceaſe to do Evil, If. rea6y 
and learn to do ell; to repent ' and be converted, M9 0 ⁵ 
that our Sint may be blotted out; to eaſt ef the A 3. 
Works of Darkneſs, and put on the Armour of. - pr 
Light ; and, in a Word, to repent and turm to 12. _— 
God, and do Works meet for. Repentance. And in Ads 26. 
truth, without this, all our Sorrow for aur Sins, 20. 

and the Sight and Senſe we have of them; in- 

ſtead of atoning, will aggravate our Guilt, 

and increaſe our Condemnation, and will en- 

title us to the dreadful Fate of that obſtinately 
diſobedient Servant, who knows his Maſters 

Will, but for not doing it, as he is convinc'd he 8 
ought, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes The st. Luke 
clearer Apprehenſion any have of their Zins, 12. 472 

the more deplorable is their Condition, and 
the greater Share of Torments they muſt ex- 

peet in the other Life, if they ſtill continue in 
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F and:Sorrowant' Humiliation becauſe o them, 
weaddalfo a ſubſequent Care co refrain from 
them, and walk in alli Reſpects as becomes 
e eee Wichout this, our Repen- 
tance; how penſive and affecting ſoever, is ne- 
vertheleſs inoompleat, and will never ſtand yy 

. map ſttado mee eds e ig rn 
— imoth Icu have — like your ſelf They. 

ilus; very kind and obliging, in giving you 
Felf thus — Trouble 2 — Aud 
which is an unequal Return for it, you have 
hereby embolden d me to pray a farther Fa- 
vour from you; which is, that you would in 
like Manner inform me how. a Reſblution of 
Amendment is to be form 'd, ſo as that it may 
hold out in Time of Temptation, and may 
$3 % 11 1 the Amendment intended b 


<4 


Th n | | Theoph. »: This is a very pertinent Enquiry, 
# form an f. and which deſerves the ferious Conſideration 
2 Re of all that would repent to Purpoſe; ſo a 
I der. . not to deceive themſelves with a Name to Jie, 
_ Mw hilft they are dead, and uſeleſs as to the pro- 
# per Purpoſes of Living; and therefore ſhall 
| make no» Difficulry of giuing you the fleareſt 
_ Anſwer I can to it. It is certain too man Te: 
1 ſolve: with themſelves to amend and live well, 


4- 


whoſe Reſolutions ſtand them in no "Stead, 


either not made from a right Principle, or not 
duly conſiderd, together with the ' Tempta- 


x + .-- they are preſently ſhaken, and ſo they become 
kke: the Morning Cloud, and lite the ear D 

that gueth away. For the Cure of which MI. 
chie ure diuſt fee that bur Reſolutions he 
Nail | an 
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3 them. And this therefore: is che other Part of 
= ance; that to bur Sight of our Sim 


becauſe not founded upon a found Botrom; : 


„tions that may ariſe to the contrary, whereby" 


— anloca chncieheyc bo bur Aena 85 


ice, and OA en full bent upon ad- 
gere ano ene, Ae ee dee 
qu & 38 80 8 Li ? 8 1 
6 1 o hug; whe had ſer his Heart to ſerve: 
e LENO anda, his: Mind ſa/fix'd upon its 
nat he E lantly, gleave o him, tho 
| oe elle; ſhgulg; }Fer-chus he beſpenks tlie pay 0 
ildren; of, Mach like a faithful Servant of 14; as 
the true God, Ae was Zealouſly:deficous | 
0 þ 3 hou ee-chemſclves ton ſerve him a- 
70 but wStild: do it himſelf, though he * 
ſhould-have noger but his Own Family to join 
with, him in it Nee rbereforg fear fh Tad, nd 
[ab ne ee n Nuili, and put v 
5 s which your: Kathers ſeri. d\iybgother\ Side 
Vi 4% and in Rgypt, and ſerme gebe Lari. 
nd.if ful ben Cen ou to: r den Lord; 
65755 t-thrs 1 Day au \ you: (erwe; been 
br 6 which ir Fathers. fend d, that were owt 
the other; Sigle ft Hes, or che Godwaf the Amid 8 3 wn 
tes, in n beſe Land yd delhi But an for m unt . V 21 
% Howes H, HII SERVEST HELORD. I . 
that off rF7l; TE die I not remove Job, 2765 
m1 egy wn from: Meri My Rightoinſs Tpi 6. 
51414 Wi Hb mot, 3 i; my Hearte hall nbt ne- 
ene Feen a wt. And again ton»Uie 
urpoſe, I li offend anyirmore; that Chap. 34. 
1 ten eh tau me; 
beige, T il, dy un more: 29 Jeerhbe 38 
decolacely, declares? againſt all kriowa Siu, 1 
Pillrnat 8 cand if he hadi miſdar. 
tied ks chrowghe [hnchtach, and>dons what he 
t. he, Aebtes r be better inſtiucted, 01 
wich — iſed neßer to toffend again iii wit! | 
ke Maney That which I ſee not, teach thou 
ave aone Iniquity, 0 70 more. 
Thus muſt very Penitons fiialty200d Þd- - 
d | os. | 
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A * longer, and perhap s he had ſome Th 


— nit his Reſolution of "of Greing — . 
cerely and uprightly, w 2 Reſerve for 


any beloved Vies, or any Trooble or Difficuls 
ty, Loſs or Diſappointment it may brig 
on him And to this End the following! 
are to bs carefully obſerv'd, in order to a right 
Method of — our Reſolutions, and the 

- laſting Effect and Benekie of them. 

| uſt 22 feribat and hearty. = we mul not 


anly abhor all H 1 

we never inten . at | 
care moreover, that we 2 bu not int him ati 
ferent i in them. We muſt not be like St. 


Here in his Youth,” who afterwards re 
7 profeſſes of himielf, that when be wit 4 


beg'd of 'God 10 endue bim with ** N 
— Gee me Chaſtity, bur l i 9 
heard in ſuch his Reque preſentiy a4; 


whilſt in truth he — ar wor 4 Luſti ii * 

ther ſatufied, rather than extinguiſh d; nor like 

Fuad. 8, 8, Pharach, who whilſt God's and lay hes. 

15, & 28, vy upon him, made fair Promiſes to . 

3>. Chop. Aaron, that he would detain the P 7 
s 


24, 27. how as he ſaid for che preſent, but Fa vo 
to perform his Promiſe, when again 

Eaſe, but exerciſed his wonted Severity t. 

de gud wards them. We muſt rather ſer our ſelves w 
57. Lal. - imitate: Zacchews, who to ſhew the Sincerity 
19. 8. of his R „ immediately offer d to gie 
largely to the Poor, and to make a 
Refticurion to all he had wronged. We muff 

Deut. 30. turn to the Lord our God with all our Heart, n 
10. with all our Soul, muſt deal clearly and uprighi- 
ly with: . and e- to Uoraite _ 
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him or our ſelves with fair Promiſes of what 
we are not much concern d whether we pet. 
form or no, but muſt ſee to undertake nothing 
OY bet whe ar che ame Fine we 288 Tully pur- 


ul poſed to fulfil; to the utmoſt of our. 


ight nich that we may do as we ought, à Se- Such as 


| the ond Rule that T would recommend in 


E for- will hold 


ning our holy Reſolutions 4s, char they be bail ar all 


what Wl is - Caſes. They muſt not be made upon _ 
rake any contingent particular Reaſons, which 
ndit WY may vary, and fo may fail us; and upon the 
Failure whereof. we may be in danger of re- 
lapſing into our former evil Courſes. We muſt 
not renounce a Sin only becauſe it is ſhameful 
or diſadvantageous to our temporal Welfare; 
becauſe ſo. we ſhall. be apt to be drawn into it, 
when it may be committed with Privacy and 
Impunity ; nor only becauſe we are ſick and 
a prehend our ſelves like to die, becauſe then 
hes tit we recover, the main Occaſion of our Reſo- 
and WH lution will be removed for the preſent, and ſo 
. we ſhall be tempted to Sin again, in hope of 
another Opportunity of Repenting, When 


by a good Reputation, and ſo of comps: 
our ſelves in the World; this Reſolution wil 
laſt no longer, if we once happen to meet with 
an Opportunity of anfwering this End by ſome / 
unexpected beneficial Act of Knavery that 
may auen to grear Accoune, and do our Buſi- 
neſs at once. And ſo in other Caſes, an un- 
certain fallible Foundation of out Refolutions 
will be in great Danger of rendring them in- 
eſſectual; at leaſt we can never be fare it will 
why e 95 1 Sp 1 
good” Chriſtian, tauſt ſeek therefore for à fir. 
N 1283 e a Ie — ee 
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ſuch Foundations as will hold at all Times, and ny: Nh 


Death ſhall threaten us again. If we reſolve © = 
to be honeſt, only in hope of acquiring here. 
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tion. tion, and a; through Enquiry into che Na 


= prev 


mer Ba N ERoh 0. Fr round. lis — be, 

5 he will , [: e fo, | Q dhe b 
7 85 uz 277% an a. fie N aol Halen who 

| of 5 ind 0: Water, .He ; . | eth 4 

_ Ne the e A, true Sen WM... 4 | Dig with J 

bod lte © Excelle 10 Manche o i , 3 

eee, 8nd ne the Wes. en Court 

n Sp /orth.. © his aa N f 0 ore: Wl Miſct 

e ai vv" nant he. n into at Hi \Pro- . | 

| 2918.) Mon 'he makes of follo fete and p 
viour 8. Example, 2 boy 55 < ciple 

has 4% him 1 Hoh, 5 1 pole Ay of.G ds * 


Preſence always with i and che Account | 

will exact from each Me g Fo at che laſt. 5 — 

and the, like. I. F caſons 1 0 er 

bold 00d 83 95 199 1 e 

all kind of Sid, aff 1 EMptations: $0 

and can be fig te [by 1058 tha t are er rig 

as for t eit ow Ware, either. 

Or Rare: frer. Ad, what Reſolungns: 175 thi 

firmly fettled, Put none elſe, may 155 bs 155 

lied pon, as like to anſwer tþ eir D 

on a Occaſions and Trials... 1 55 wh 
With due Third Rule to be, .obſerv'd in in making our | 
Delibera- ſolutions is, that they be made, with Aue 72 5 


of the Duty whereto We are engaging..ou 
ſelyes, in as much as otherwiſe it 72 ew 
to be ſuſpected they will not laſt long. © 
may deſign well in making 1 | "but F 
not enough, unleſs. we 1 0 Care 0, mak 


them well, = mean upon uch 12 1 | 
ncoh Ne and 


ſervation of. the, Advantag es A! 
niencies char may, Attend "Them: on the 1908 bo m. 
Hand and on the. 'other,. as: may 2 repar ng „. 
for an undaunted Encounter With all the he Op 

poſition we 128 meet with in the Pre 1p 
of them. We "nuſt therefore take the 5977 
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is not enough to reſolve upon a new Life, on 
ſome ſudden Tranſport; ſome unuſdal Fit of 
Devotion, ſome preſent ill Cenſequence he 
has felt of his Sins; or with6ar-drtending” to 
the proper Method to be taken, and Means 
to be uſed in order to a Reformation: He 
that thus founds his good Reſolutions up Heats | 
Paſſon, ſets his Soul, as a great Man ſpeaks, 
1 . Ba Wa | * 
upon 4 Weathereock, which every contrary Blaſt of 
Humour or Intereſt blows into 4 contrary” Poſition. 
His indeliberate Reſolutions may light upofi a 
wrong Object, and ſo become unlawfub, or 
lay upon him unneceſſary Impoſitions; and Þ 
drove a needleſs Burden to him; or they may 
fail in Time of Trial, and ſo leave him in 2 
far worſe Condition than if they had never 
deen made. 1. They may light; I ſay, upon 
2 wrong Object; and | {6 become Unjawfül. 
The Bounds between Good and Evil, Right 
and Wrong; Virtub and Vice, Are, not always 
lo manifeſt and, clear but that a well-meaning 
Ns , 10. O 18% dne mid o SOL 
Ii TIL TTY emi reren. Trin — 
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diſcernible. Vet the Bo ders of then 


ie d cloſe, and the Ridge that parts them is 
O narraw, and in ſonte Caſes makes ſo little 
Appearance, chat a wg Ws be apt to ſtep 
over it before he is aware. And for this Reaſon 
have his Eyes and his Thoughts about him; 
and obſerve. well with. himfelf what Courſe 
he is to take, and where he may ſafely. fix his 
Mark. And if he do not, he may too late 
find chat he has had the Misfortune to embrace 
Covetouſneſs, inſtead of a prudent Manage 
ment; or Profuſeneſs on the other Hand, m- 
ſtead of a becoming Hoſpitality;; Super. 
tion, inſtead of true and N votion 
Revenge, inſtead of a juſt Vindication af 
Himſelf; Diſobedience to the Commands of 
lawful Authority, inſtead of a Care for Pu 
rity of God's Worſhip; or Treaſon and Re. 
bellion, inſtead of a due Regard to the Safety 
3 and Welfare of Society. This is one Realon; 
1 And a very good one, why a Man ſfiould make 
all his Reſolutions of Amendment and a he 
| 


ll. Life, with a great deal of Warineſs and-Del 
111" beration, to prevent his miſtaking the Nature 
Tr of his Duty, and that he may not be really 
=_ inning againſt God, whilſt he takes Himſelf co 
be doing him Service. And another is, 0 
avoid laying needleſs Impoſitions upon him 
elf, by obllging himſelf ro ſuch Coutſes, 4 
if lawful, will much abridge his Chriſtian 1 

berty, and ſo. by that Means become burded: 
ſome to him. Such are Vows of Celibacy and 


of witfut Poverty, of ſperiding more Time in 


| Retirement, and Devotion than a Many; C, 


— 


Prepururion for Death. 

5 WS. — — — * e eee | | | 
cumſtances can reaſonably allow of; of Ab. 
ſtinence from ſome particular Sorts of Meat 
or Drink; or whatever las à greater Re- 


ſtraint upon People than is proper for them, 


all Things conſider d. Which might eaſily be 


avoided by a deliberate — * all ſuen 
tions beforehand, and examin- 
ing what Ground chiere is for them; and whar 


Vows or Reflections beforehan 
Inconveniencies and Miſchiefs may enſue up- 


on them. This therefore common Prudence - 
would direct co; as a proper Method for pre? 


renting ſuch Troubles and Inconveniencies as 
a Man mightotherwile run into, to the Preju- 
dice of his Flealch, or his Eſtate, or his Li- 

berty either of Soul or Body, and might forme 


mes be an unforeſeenOccaſion of expoſing him 
ſtrong Temptations of Sin. — — ,Indelibe- 
rate Reſolutions oftentimes fail upon Trial, 


and ſo leave a Man in à far worſe Condition 
than if they had never been made. "Such Re- 
ſolutions made as in the Preſence of Al ma 

od, and in order to his Service are an 


Aggravatiom of bur Sins committed in Violal 


tion of ſuch Obligation, and what all oughe 
refore carefully to guard againſt. Which 


here is no other way of doing, that I' know 
bf, but by a lliligent Obſervance of all our 
Reſolutions, that they be made with god 


Deliberation and a careful Enquiry into the 
me Nature of wat we make the Matter f 
hem. If this Courſe be not conſtantiy td 
en, no Wonder if our Reſolutions 1 fail 
when we come to try them, and ſhould ex- 


cr to {ce che good Effect of chem For Fg, 
<mptations may: be ſtronger tian we expect. 
u, and ſo may unhappily prevail aꝑainſt 

. ſuch, 


. 
pation to behdde bur ſelves accordingly. And 
donſequently the Breach '6f them muſt be an 
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The mare remote”. 
ſuch, as apprehended no Manner of Danger 
ftom them; as it happen'd in St. Perer's De- 
nial of his Lord. This Apoſtle, in a great De- 
votion to his Saviour, defies all Enemies t6 
overcome his Love and Duty to him, be 
would chooſe to die with him, rather than be 
evilty of any Want of Fidelity towards him; 
and whatſoever Trials, Afflictions, and Per- 
ſecutions might befall him, though all the 
reſt. of the Diſciples ſhould faint and ſink un- 
der them, he doubted not but to be able to 
bear up againſt, them. So he profeſſes, St. Mu. 
26,33. Though all Men ſhould be offended hetav(: 
of kbee, yet will I newer be offended ; and again; 
Ver. 35. Though I. ſhauld die with tbee, | yet will l 
wot deny thee, But he had not ſufficiently at- 
tended to the Difficulties that might ariſe, the 
Adverſaries that might terrify him, che'unex- 
pected Aſſaults that might ſurprize him, and 
the Dangers. that might threaten him; He 
had not conſider d that one of the High- Prieſti: 
Maids might know him, his own Speech 
might diſcover him, and his Heart heneupen 
might fail him. He knew in himſelf what 
Love he had for his Lord and Maſter; hut not 
to what Inconveniencies it might expoſe him, 
and! how far they might be like to prevail 
againſt him. And hence notwithſtanding al 
the Warmth of his preſent Paſſion, not mam) 
Hours had paſſed, before he, accordingtoout {Ml fe 
Jord's Prediction, curſed and ſwore, and de. diſc 
ned that he knew him. And if this bleſſed WM Pat 
Apoſtle was fo eafily prevailed with to break the) 
the Promiſe he had ſo lately made, what Ret WM nev 
ſon have we all, poor feeble Creatures as/we | 
are, to guard againſt the like Aſſaults, with al 
the Diligence that may be? Here we have? a 
pregnant Inſtance of humane Frailty; err 
l ;  oug 


* 


 ., Preparation«for Death. 


6ught to eovince us all, how little we ate 
co fely upon out own Strength, and how little 
Truſt istto be given to thoſe good Purpoſes, 


how ſincere ſoever, that are taken up without 
2 deliberatèe Contemplation of what ma pro- 


bably be che Effect of ehem. Secondly, We 
our ſelves may prove weaker than we expect 
ed; and notwithſtanding our good Opinion 
of our ſelves, may become as flexible as the 


young Man in the Comediun; all whoſe firmeſt 
Purpoſes were in great Danger of being per- 


fectly fruſtrated by a little fawning upon Him; 
and a few counterfeit Tears. It was not Nen 
hen s Caſe alone, to be as his Father Jucob re. 
preſents him, unſtable as Water; but whoſoever 
well obſerves the Carriage of the reſt of tlie 
World, and -how readily they change their 
Mind upon ſome little Alteration in their Cir- 


cumſtances, will eaſily diſcover the Genera- 


lity of Mankind to feſemble him too nearly 


in this Defect, and that all ought therefore to 


be very watchful over themſelves, that they 
do not relapſe into their former Wickedneſs 
before they are well ſenſible of their Danger. 
Eſpecially confidering that, Thirdly, our pre- 
ſent Zeal may ſoon decay and on vs; and 
ſo may leave us in a manner indifferent as to 


the Performance of what we had ſo eagerly 


reſolv d upon; and what we thought a per- 
fect Hatred to our Sins, may in a little Time 
diſcover it ſelf to be only a ſudden Heat of 


Paſſion, which preſently wears off, and ſo 
they again inſinuate themſelves as if they had 


never been reſolved againſt. Hence too 
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nes werba, mebercule, ans falſs Lachrymuls, 
| Quay Otulos erendo miſers vis vi expreſſerit, 


| Refingate (=il— Terens Eunuch, AG i. Scene 1. 
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68 de more remotes. oc 
after all their Confidence ..in_ their on 
Strength, and the Firmneſs of their good Pups 

poles, have ſtarted back in a little Time 5 like 

Rev. 2. 4. the Church of Epheſus, have left their fr ſs Love; 
St. Luke like the Seed ſown among the Thorns; have had 
8. 14. all their good Deſigns choked with the Cares, and 
Riches, and Pleaſures of this Worlds fo. as to bring | 

no Fruit to Perfection; ot like the Fews, who 

. wWeere once ſo tranſported with Zeal: for our 
St. John Saviour, that they would take him: by Force and 
6. 14, 15. make bim a King; yet not long after were as 
St. John zealouſly ſet againſt him, crying, Away with 
19-15. him, away with bim, crucify him, crucify bim, ut 
have no King hut Ceſar. Such fickle uncertain 
Creatures are: Men, when left to themſelves; 

and ſo little Dependance is there upon their 

firmeſt, Reſolutions, when not built upon ſo- 

lid Principles, and duly conſider d before- 
hand, and when not ſupported and aſſiſted by 

the Grace of God. Ie did run well, ſays 

Gal. 5. 7. St. Paul to the Galatians, Who did hinder you, that 
ye ſhould not obey the Truth? They acquitted 
themſelves laudably, and as became good 
Chriſtians, at their firſt ſetting out; yet it 

ſeems not long after, the Apoſtſe found Cauſe 

to reprehend them for not continuing on theit 

Courſe. And thus it frequently fares with 

others, who having enter'd upon à new Courſe 

of Life, think themſelves immoveably ſettled 

in it; yet to their Shame and Ruin are by De- 

grees drawn off from their haſty; and ill 

Gal. 3. 3. grounded Reſolutions, as if, having begun i 
Spirit, they could any Way hope to. be made 

perfect by the Fleſh. They reſolved upon a re- 

ligious Life in the groſs, withoat enquiring 

aright into the ſeveral Duties implied in it; 

but alas! when they came to be tried in the 
particular Parts of ie, this they had; never 


thought 
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thought of, and that is of a different Nature 
from what they apprehended ; one Duty ſeems 
not ſo neceſſary as they had at firſt conceiv'd 
it to be, and another is more difficult, and 
will put them to a great deal more Trouble 
and Pains than they imagin'd; and hence they 
ſtart back, and -repent of their good Reſolu- 
tions, when they find greater Diligence, and 
Mortification, and Self-denial, neceſſary in or- 
der to the Execution of them, than they had 
expected. In a Fit of Religion they reſolved 
to caſhire all their Luſts, and become new 
Men, and lead a very different Life from 
what they had led formerly; but all this they 
did raſhly, reſolving upon they knew not what, 
nor what Power or Ability they had for the 
Performance of it. And no one ought to think 
it ſtrange, if an Enterpriſe thus indeliberate- 
ly undertaken, were let fall afterwards, when 
they came to find their Error, and Experience 
taught them, that a great deal more was re- 
quired of them, than they thought of when 
they made their Reſolution. They were in 
hope of obtaining their Pardon and Reconci- 
lation with their offended God, and ſo to 
eſcape the Wrath to come, and this made 
them deſirous to enter into a new Covenant 
with him, to ſerve and obey him, and to do 
all his Will; this therefore they readily Pas 
to in general Terms. But. When they found 
themſelves, touched in the moſt ſenſible Part, 
and that ehey. gpl neceſſarily quit their mo 
beloved, Luſtz, and engage in what, moſt di- 
realy thwarted their natural Inclinations, 


aly chwarted cheir natur they 
bezan ta bethink.themlelves,, and were ready. 
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cry out with thoſe, at .Capernaum, . Tins 45: 8 
bard Sayang, pre can bear is, 2 Wherefore, to le 5. 60 .. 


ſuch, uahappy Diſappant- :- 
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he "ſure to He Tithe derte 
wee fix out Reſblution, confidetipp well Whit 
is we are about to "reſolve upon; and whit 
Reaſon we have for engaging in it, weigtüng 
the Arguments on both Sides, aid thence ma- 


ment de —_—_ 


king Tuch a Determination, as we may reaſy- 
nably-conctude* we ſhall never be able to te. 
pent of. The moſt ſerious Thoughts,” and 
moſt! adviſed Conſultations and Debates with 
— ſelves, are little enough to for ſuch 2 
Purpoſe of Amendment, as may holds A 
Times, and upon all Occaſions. But L 
have enlar ged too far upon this Head. 24 


e. Very far from it I aſfure you, 25 


40 my ſelf. And I beſieve I may anſwer "for 
Timotheus, that he would not have had one 
Word omitted of what you have deliver d 
with ſo much Judgment and Reaſon: 
Timoth. I 115 but own the Truth of 
whit our good Friend has undertaken for me; 
and ſhall be very thankful, if vou will pleaſ 
to proceed in your own Way, ſince Anchj- 
thanks, Vou hear, is fill diſpoſed. 'co hearken to 
OU. 
1 \ Shehith: This uſeful and eu hifi 
Advice is a very good Remedy againſt Wl 
Diſtemper, and makes me Pash Time thuc 
ou than I could hope 70 have done, Ike 
o my ſelf. And therefore, pray ech ble be 
10 kind as to add · What farc Werren von 
think proper concerning this weighty Dity.” 
Theeph. J have hitherto obſctv'dthaf all out 
Refolncions of a holy Life 6tight' to be =_ 
and hearty, ſettled upon # ſonnd and latin 
_ ciple, 404 with due Deliberation,” and 2 
Conſaderation of bh. we undertake, and wberber i 
They A, be like to bold out br not. And now I 2 5 


be Fefe Furth Place, that they muſt be 
and Entire. 6 ” tir 2 


Du: never GENOMINE 2 
Holy, or capacitate him for the Reward” of 


6, D e 


je, wo ae ie comprehend our whole! Diley, 
and guard apainſt all kind of Sin. They mu 

extend to, and comprehend in them wharever 
Almighty God has requit d at our Hands, and 

muſt exclude, and debar from whatever is con- 
trary to his moſt holy Will. They muſt dñbbe 
free from all By-Ends, and ſiniſter Deſigns ant FT 
Aims, and mult, like the Pſalmiſt, have reſpert Pfal. 119. 
to all God's Commandments, For if we have a © 
Reſerve for any one Sin, we cannot be faid to 

ſerve God with all our Heart; but know aſfu- 

redly on the other Hand, that by this our 

ſingle Sort of Offence, we are in effect guilty 

of a Breach of the whole Law. S0 lays 

St. James,  Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, St. James 
and yet offend in one Point, be us guilty of all. "Tis 2. 10. 
but a ſmall Excuſe, ſays Dr. Hammond, on the 

Place, © To think that this is but one Tranſ- 

© greſſion, and therefore not conſiderable: 

«© For the Obedience of God's Will is requi- 

«red univerſally to all that he commands, and 

© he that offends in one, though he keep all 

© the reſt, is guilty of the Breach of that 


cc Obedience, 'and puniſhable as well as 3f he 


e had broke all. All a Man's Zeal for ſome 
Part of his Duty will never denominate hit 


thoſe that are fo, ſo long as he rakes 5 
to tranſgreſs in any other. It is ſo far ft 


. 7 


this, that fince the [ame Power 4nd Authority a 


God gives Santion 10 all bis Laws, as a late lear- 
ned Author ſpeaks, It is virtual diſowning and 


1 72 of that, wilfully to diſobey it, and re. 


bel a ainſF. it, and openly oppoſe it in any Caſe ; 
which he does who lives in any, known and wilfal 
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Sin. And he is therefore to, be accounted 

"84 n n. 5 FS. 1.44% 1.413 $f WH 5 

mn and Trayter to Heaven, and puniſh d as ſuch 
ho renounces its abſolute Power and Right to z. 

vers bim in all Things, and ſal nerri the what 

Foundation of Obedience and Submiſſion to it. Thi 


Eceleſ. 10. one Sin continued in, is like the dead Flies in the 


Ointment, cauſing it to ſend forth 4 Hin king 85. 
3.4 4 * * * 5 * 110 - > &. * 6 8 91 
; wyour; it pollutes and vitiates all our Righteouſ- 
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nds of: Sins, gives th 


if, not repented of, we 


171 


ſion as well as Fan en ſuch as are de- 


as greater, private as well as publick, of Omi 


ſign d to pleaſe others, as well as thoſe intended 
only to pleaſe ourſelves. Whatſoever Sort of 
Iniquity it be, a good Chriſtian cannot but 
think himſelf e en oblig'd to reſolve 
againft it, as ever he would anſwer his moſt 
holy Profeſſion, or would be happy, either 
here or hereaf..... 5 one muſt tele himſelf 
to have finiſh'd his Work, but to have begun i 
only, who has renounc'd his Sins in general; 
but yet retains an Affection for ſome one dar- 
ling Luſt or Paſſion. Nor can that be eſtee- 
med a truly Chriſtian Refolucion, which is 
not ſo levelled againſt all Sins, as to make no 
Allowance for any one Breach of God's Com- 
mandments, under whatſoever Temptation, 
or in whatſoever Circumſtances. Hence there- 
tore it follows, that in the Fifth Place our Re- 
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folutions muſt be Adequate to all Times and 


that without any De 
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keep God's Commanqgments. For to determine to gitis 


” 


them as long as we can, with the leaſt Hope 


of Impunity'; and even to venture our immor- 
tal Souls rather than part with them. 


dem. This is 
only a Device to cheat Peoples Conſciences, 
and deceive themſelves; and quiet their Minds 
with a Belief, that one Time or other they 
ſhall certainly do, what they cannot endure to 
5 of, and would gladly excuſe themſelves 
rom, and therefore are never like to do, tho 
they were to live to the Age of Merbuſelab. 
Secondly, To all Conditions. Our Reſolutions 
muſt be made for the Hour of Temptation 
and the Time of Trial; ſuch as may hold in 
he of the moſt plauſible Inſinuations, and 
the moſt formidable Attempts to the contrary. 
Then it is that we have the greateſt Uſe of 
them ; and they will ſignify very little to us, 
if they fail us at ſuch a Time of Need. It is 
jo ealy Matter to ſerve God, ſo long as. it 
uits with our own Temper, and is agreeable 
to our natural Inclinations, and ſerves to pro- 


mote our ſecular Intereſts and Deſigns. But 


the Proof of our Fidelity is, when we are 
ſtrongly ſolicited to depart from it; when we 
keep cloſe to our Duty in defiance of all the 
moſt violent Oppoſition: the Tempter can raiſe. - 


againſt it. And till we have fix d our Reſolu- 


tions ſo as to prepare us for ſuch a Time of 
Trial, they will be in apparent Danger of 


proving like Egypt's broken Reed, which is of no 
F n IAG AIST 29 N ee, 
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ditions. Firſt, To all Times. They muſt not 22 ü 
reſpect Futur ity A. but the preſent Time, to all 


— r ooh 
repent hereafter, is in truth, no better than # 403 | 
to reſolve to be wicked at reſent. : It 18 not $6 | 


to forſake our Sins, but to be willing to keep 
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Man bean upon it, it will go into bs Tau 
pierce it. Sixrhly, We muſt reſolve, vt 


% Wile againſt the Temptations and Inducements 


muſt di. That our Reſolutions ey prove effectual to 


4; real Uſe, no Seability er Strength ; ver 
7 bis Had in 


upon the Duties to be perform'd by us, but uh. 
on the Means neceſſary for the Performanc: 
of them; nor only againſt all Sins, but like. 


to them. Otherwiſe all gur Reſolations ate 
like to prove of very little Advantage tons, 
For let a Man reſolve againſt Drunkemneß, 
this will fgntty little to him, unleſs he refolye 
at the ſame Time, againſt ſich Companion; 
as have been formerly, and are ſtill moſt ne 
to be, rhe unhappy Inſtruments of betraying 
him into it. Let another "reſolve again 
Cheating, Jet he will very hardly keep cles 
of it, unleſs he reſolve likewiſe to keep our of 

the Way of ſuch Temptarions, as have rately | 
failed of Peng them upon it. Let a Thirdre- 
ſolve againſt all Idolatry ; yet unleſs he fhallcal 
to Mind, to whatBarbarities ſuch a Reſolution 
may not improbably expoſe him, and refole 
to bear them all rather than part with his In- 
regrity; there is little Reaſon to hope a g. 
neral Refolution will carry him through them. 
In ſhort, a Man may as well refolve to be 
Learned without Reading, to acquire an Eſtate 
without 17 and Induſtry, to be Health- 
ful without obſerving any of the Rules that 
may conduce to make him fo, or Safe With. 
out keeping out of the Way of Danger an 
Harm; as to be Good, and Holy, and Rell 
gious, without reſolving in like Manner upon 
the proper Helps and Inſtruments of Virtue, 
Religion; and Holineſs: 'Sevenrbly and laſth, 


the 7 EU for whic 
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they are 25 5 
r requiſite is, that we faithfully ani Al. 


gem 


} 


—_— es 


Propwation for Death. 
— — 8255 
| our "felves' to put them in pratfice. It 
is by eg of — have cr —— well, 
nor ill ever prove of any Advantage to us, 
unleſs we be mindful to live well cos. The on- 
ly way, as' a great Man ſpeaks, * to recover our 
ſelves 40 a Chfiſtian Temper of Mind after 4 vi- 
ciows Courſe of Liſe, be in truth the very ſame b 
which'a Man recovers bir Health after 1 Dil. 
eaſe,” Viz. by God's Bhſſing upon the diligent "Te f 
fit Means, and * Way i no more now to be 
repeted than Prophecy and Miracles, Thus T have 
inſtanced in an ral Ingredients that go to 
che making up a truly Chriſtian Refolution of 
ſerving God as the Goſpel requires; and have 
obler v d that they ate to be not cbugterfeit 
and hypocritical, nor looſe and ifidifferent, 
but ſerious and hearty; are to be upon a firm 
and ſolid Principle that may make them like a 
Houle built upon'4'Rock,inmioveable; and not 
to be haken with® Wind or — and not 
haſty or inconfidefate, but 95 1 d Peli- 
beration, and à thorough Enquiry into the 
divers InconyEnicticies' and Da es that 
may occur in the Performance of thern; that 
they are to be Perfect and 3 ſo As to 
take in the whole of our — provide 
againſt all Kinds of Sin; alte to all 
Times and States io as to bold but in Whatever 
Circumſtances; Ad are therefore to reach to, 
not only the Duties requir'd, but the Means too 
that arè neceſſary in order to the Diſcharge of 
chem; and in the laſt Place, chat wr are not 
to acquieſbe in reſolving, Gut mbſt! . 8 
ſer our ſelves, and uſe our. 995 Dilig 5 85 


* AN to e out Nec c 5 


* amy: 11 12111 us 1 


7. Ai ee 40 24% 0E JT 


Practice, 


The more remote 
—— ̃ — CE ny 
Practice, that ſo we may ſee thoſe happy 
Erni. s and Effects of them, without which 
they will be of no Uſe: to any of us, no ſerut 
to any other Purpoſe than to heighten pu 
Guilt, and add to our Condemnation, , And 
now I ſhall. only beg YOU farther Patience 
till I briefly ſubjointheſe Three following Di. 
rections, in order to the better Succels of fuch 
our Reſolutions. Firſt, That they be repeat. 
il. ed and renewed Day hy Day; becauſe ti 
I! will fix them in our Minds, and e 
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und encreaſe tbe 

Danger of, departing from them, and ſo wil 

make us the more diligently obſervant of them 

that they prove not an Occaſion of our -heavier 

Deſtruction. Next, That they be preſently made 

known to the World, ſo as that it may appear 
we are not aſham d to own to all we He 

with, that we are become a different Sort of 

Men from what we had been formerly. This wil 

0 be an eſpecial Means of making us the more ob- 

KU ſervant of them, leſt e we become a 

—_ Scorn and Deriſion to thoſe to whom we 

Ut made this Declaration, who will be apt to ti. 

umph over us, and mock and laugh at u, our 
if they ſeg us give back again, after procee: ne; 

ding thus far towards a. Reformation; .and Wl God, 
will beſides be a ſingular Preſervative againit Wl ſon, 
the Aſſaults of others, ho will nor be ſo for. into: 
ward, to entice. us ig any Kind of Sin, when Wl Prot: 
they are fully inform d beforehand, chat cheir I fervi 
Attempts will be in vain, and that we have Wl [equi 

already declard 
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d againſt, giving Ear to them I toler 
And again, 7h;r4ly, That we do not gruſt h bad 
our own Strength for the, Performance af I - 

- them, But ee fue jo God for his Grace il ous 
and Afliſtance, that having began ſo good « Ml Lou 
Wark in u, hewill perform it until the Day of Feſm God 
Cbriſt. Without the Help of his holy. Spicit, WW furu 

deer HL FITIC TEBING We 
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Prepumution for Death. 


but not otherw iſe, if we uſe our own hearty: 


we ſhall ſoon flag and falter, and San never | 
hope for Succeſs in what we ſo vainly attempt 
through Our own Power. And we muſt there 
2 at All — oy one him; 
and depend: upon his Strength for carrying us 
through all Difficulties and Trials, And ſo, 
Endeavours, and be continually upon our 
Watch, we may promiſe our ſelves that our 
good Purpoſes ſhall not fail us, but that we 
mall find the happy Effect of them to our Joy 
and Comfort here, and our eternal Salvation 
ache ocher Werle. 
Timotb. I thank you, good "Theophilus, for 
the: Pains. you have ſo long together taken 
for my Information; and I faithfully promiſe 
| will endeavour. to make the beſt Ule I can 
of your Inſtructions, for the Benefit both of 
my ſelf and others... Though, I thank:God, I 
have never allowed my felf in the Practice of 
any known Vice, as conſidering how highly 
Diſpleaſing that is to Almighty God, what 
horrid Ingratitude it argues to our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who has done and ſuffer d fo much for 
me; what an Affront it is to the holy Spirit of 
God, what a Contradiction to our ewn. Rea- 
ſon, and elena to the Covenant I enter d 
into at my Baptiſm, and which I have made 
Profeſlion of carefully, and conſcientiouſly ob- 
lerving ever ſince, of what miſchievous Con- 
ſequence it would be at preſent, and how in- 
tolerably deſtructive hereafter ; yet have I not 
had ſuch a conftant Senſe of Religion upon 
my Mind, nor been fo diligent and induſtrt 
ous in the Ways of Holineſs as I am ſenſible 
l ought to have been. But by the Grace of 
God I will become .more watchful for the 
furure, not only to abſtain from Evil, but 
' n to 
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ANA. he u mate * * : 

to do Good, to ſerve and worſhip God; and 
romote his Honour, according to my Abi. 

ities and Opportunities, to improve my on 
Mind, chax IL may more readily run the Wa 
of bis Commandmenes, and ro do uhat Se 
vice I can to my Neighbours and Acquain- 
rance. [This is my fix d Purpoſe and Refolu: 
tion; and that I may faichfully put it in Bre. 
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A Prayer for Grace to fulfil” out 
good Purpoſes and Reſolutions. 


Gracious God, without whom nothing i ſtrong, 

F nothing u holy, infuſe I beſeech thee ſuch & Mes. 
ſure of Grace into my Heart, as that I may ſpenil the 
Remainder of my Days in thy Service, and to thy 
Glory. Confirm and ftrengthen my good Reſolution, 
and fix them more and more in my Mind, that ili 
may be always before me, and may be a Means if 
quickening my Diligence, and making me vigorom 
and unmearied in thy Service. I am thine by Crea- 
tion, by Redemption, and by a voluntary Dediea- 
tion of my ſelf to thee ; ſuffer me not to he remiſs 
and negligent in anſwering ſueh weighty Oblige- 
tions. But as I have ſworn, ſo let it be my daily 
Study, and the great and chief Endeavour f in 
Life to perform it, that I will keep thy righte 
Fudgments. Let a Conſideration of the great Work 
T have upon my Hands, and the little Time I bab 
to do it in, and withal, that thu little Dime may pd- 
fibly be much leſs than I imagine it ta be; let theſ 
Thoughts, I beſeech thee, have their proper Influenct 
upon me, and not ſuffer me one Day longtr to fir: 
bear fulfilling all the good Purpoſes thou heft be. 
' . 2 gotten 


45 
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vtten in me. That, "without. any Delay, I may ſet 
9 enoroo wet 
my. paſt Mifcarriages, & becoming ſo much the 
more circumſpect, and the more deſirous to pleaſe 
rhee for the future. Whilſt; I live in the World, 
preſerve me from! the Snares and Temptations of 
t; unil enable me to perfect Holineſs in thy Fear, 
that I may grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge 
" our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift, may walk 

worthy, of the Vocation'wherewith I am called, may 
be fruitful in all good Works, and whatever ſhall 
become of me here, I may make ſure of a happy 
Eternity with thee hereafter, in the higheſt Heavens, 
the Meriti and Mediation of Feſus Chriſt 
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| Theoph. You appear, Timotheus, to be trul 
affected with what has been ſaid. I beſeeck 
the Ahnighty to convince you more and more, 
not only of the Neceſſity, but of the great 
Weight and Uſefulneſs of a ſpeedy and hearty 
Reſolution of ſerving God in all Reſpects. 
But give me Leave to tell you, that you ſeem 
not ſufficiently to have attended to what I 
have faid concerning the Deliberation requi- 
red, in order to a prudent and truly religious 
Reſolution. | 

| Timoth. This kind Admonition is an Addi- 
tion to your other Favours; and ſo I take it, 
though I am to acquaint you, Theophilus, that 
I am not now to begin this Conſideration ; 
but have already done it over and over, onl 
that Thave not been ſo ſtrictly obſervant of all 
good Reſolutions, as I hope I ſhall be 


henceforward, by the Grace of God enabling 
me, | | | 


Theoph. 
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l May the | mens e — 
aſſiſt all — — Purpoſes to his on Glo- 
ry, and the Salvation of your precious and im. 
mortal Soul. But we have treſpaſſed too far 
upomi Aurbitbanes, and it is high Time now 
that we leave him to take his Reſt. 
Ancbith. return you a Thouſand J thanks 
dear 7; beophilus, for this e, Entertain 
ment, and beg as much more of it, as your 
Occaſions will permit. It is both deli be 
and profitable, and for. which 1 mall 1 
ways obliged to you. 

. Theoph.\ Dear Anchichanes) L heartily: wiſh 
you a good Night, and do pray God I may 
find your Health re- eſtabliſh d when I ſee you 
di. which, God Wands ſhall be "oy —_ 

uy 
en 1. pray God Lend you 2 gud 
fel 1 better Health, 17 it be _ onal 
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Glo. The Second VISIT. bl 
of BY Of Patience under Sickneſs and other 1 
„ r 
anks, 1200 Boy CLOCIEI: & N f * nn x . Ed £ ; 

tan. Dbeopbilus. 1 Have not heard of Auchithanes 25, Pip 

Yor * ſince Tueſday, and will therefore canes meer; 

rhefu zo, and make him a Viſit, and ſee how he is 

e al ut who are thoſe Iobſerve coming this Way 2 

— | ſe now they are Two very good Neigh- 

win Wl bours and Friends, I will ſpeak to them firſt, 

may. Wl perhaps they may give me ſome Account of 

e you Wl him. My good Friends, I am glad to meer 

ſpee- WM Jou, and I hope your ſelves and your Families 

Iv are all well. , | | 


Euſebins, ' I thank you, Sir, for your Enqui- 
y, bleſſed be God we are all well, and at 
your Service. But have you heard the News 
of our good Friend. Anchithanes? —  —» 1 

Theoph. I ſaw him ſome Days ſince, and "= 
thought him in no dangerous Condition. And : 


53 | have heard ſince that he was better. But for 
I ckeſe Two or Three Days laſt paſt I have 
4 heard nothing of him; for which Reaſon J 
vas going now to fee how he is. | 
* Euſeb. I pray God we may find him better 
«ail than I expect. For my Friend here, Philo- 
ot) Win, brings but an uncomfortable Account 


of him. Fan 
Theoph. Have you ſeen him to Day, Sir ? 
Philogeiton. No, Sir; but I met his Servant, 
who told me he was in a high Fever, and ex- 
ceeding uneaſy, |, N 
Theeph. I am very ſorry to hear it. And if 
Jou pleaſe, we will loſe no Time. | 
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Euſeb. 2 We are ready to attend you, Sir, 
Philog. S as ſoon as you pleaſe..\ \ 
Tbeopb. See yonder, his Windows are all 
ſhut, which is but a bad Sign, and makes me 

fear your Information is too true. 
Philog. I doubt you will find it ſo. 
Theoph. The Door I ſee is open, and per. 
haps you may not know the Way, and there. 
ore that we may ſpend no Time in Cere. 
mony, if you pleaſe to excuſe me, I will lead 
you in to him. But hark; what melancholick 
doleful Noiſe is this I hear? 
* It is Anchithanes bemoaning him. 
ſelf. | e 
Tbeoph. I perceive now it is his Voice: He 
ſeems to be deſperately ill ; the Lord help 
him. I cannot but greatly commiſerate hu 
painful Condition. Yet that which grieve, 
me more is, to hear ſo good a Man thus ſad: 
by diſcompos'd, thus uneaſy and impatient un- 
er the Burden Almighty God has thought fit 
to lay upon him. But why do we forbear to 
go in, and try to comfort him under hisPains! 
And may the Father of Mercies, and God of 
all Conſolations, of his infinite Mercy; g0 
with us to bleſs and proſper our well-meant 
; Endeavours. 1,501 
Philog. Amen. Amen. 
Euſeb. Here his Servant comes, who wil 
tell us, whether we can go in now.. | © 
Theoph. We are very ſorry to hear you 
Maſter make ſuch ſad Complaint: 


* 


Servant. He is very ſick at preſent; but 


we hope the Violence of his Fit abates, and 
that he will be eaſier in a while. Will you 
pleaſe, Gentlemen, to walk up to him? 
Euſeb. We came for chat Purpoſ. 
Serv. He's this Way. nd 
WU D Anchith 
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Anchith. W & me, my Mother, that thou baſt The Sick 
born me, Alas | + Why died I not in the Birth? Man's 
Why did ] not give up the Ghoſt when I came out Com- 


of the Belly ? Why did the Knees prevent me 2. Or plaint. 


why the 75770 that I ſhould ſuck ? For now had I 180 9 
lien ſtill, and been quiet, I ſhould have ſtept; then I Job. 3. 

bad ] been at reſt? Oh the Grave, the Grave! the 11, 12,13, 
Place of Quietneſs and Eaſe! || There tbe Wick- | yer. 17, 
ed ceaſe from troubling, and there the Weary are at 18, 19, 20, 
reſt : There the Priſoners reſt together, they hear not 21, 2. 


the Voice of the Oppreſſor. The great and the ſmall 


are there; and the Servant i free from his MA. 


fer. Wherefore i Light given to bim that in 


Miſery, and Life unto the bitter in Soul? Which 
long for Death, but it cometh not, und dig for it 
more than for hid Treaſures ? Which rejoice exceed- 
ingly, and are glad when they can find the Grave. 
You all ſee my woful diſconſolate State; and 1 5 
am quite tir d and ſpent with ir. My Sighing Ver. 24. 
comes before I eat; and my Roarings are poured out 
like the Waters. Tx K 

Theoph. My dear Friend, why ſo impa- Por which 
tient? No doubt your Diſeaſe is heavy upon be is juſtly 
you ; yet you ought to remember by whom it 7s pm 
5ſent, and whatintire Reſignation you owe to 
bis Will, and what ready Submiſſion all his 
Determinations require at your Hands. It was 
God that gave you your Life, and Breath, 
and all the 6604 Things you ever enjoy d; 
and he may recall them whenſoever he plea- 
les. He may put an End to your Life this 
very Moment. Or if he chooſe rather to pro- 
long your Days, he may cauſe you to. paſs 
them in Sorrow and Anguiſh, and you, how- 
ever, have no juſt Cauſe of Complaint, by 
reaſon of ſuch his Diſpenſation towards you. 
We are come here to enquire after your 
Health, and do you the beſt Service in our 

G 2 Power. 
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Power. But give me Leave to tell you, we 
are troubled to find you in ſuch Diſorder; not 
ſo much becauſe of the Sickneſs God has been 
pleas d to viſit you with, though this be Mat. 
ter of no ſmall Grief to us, as becaule you are 
ſo unable to bear it. It would far better be- 
come you to reſt ſatisfied, that a wiſe and good 
God will lay nothing upon you but for wiſe 
and good Ends, and that all Things you do, or 
28, may ſuffer, ſhall work together for your Good, if 
Lam. 3.33. you truly love and fear him. He doth not affii 
willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men. And no- 
thing can ever befall you, but he knows how 
to turn it to your Advantage. ' 
Anchitb. Welcome my good Friends. It 
is very kindly done of you to viſit a poor fick 
Wretch, as you ſee I am. I am very unt 
Company for yous my Sickneſs is ſo ſevere 
upon me. And oh! that the End of my Life 
were come! I am overwhelm'd with Pain, 
All my Comfort is gone; and my Joy is tur- 
ned into Sighs, and Groans, and perpetual 
Complaints. et W 
Euſeb. Remember, Anchithanes, that you 
are a Chriſtian, and it is God who ſends your 
Sickneſs, and you are therefore nearly con- 
cern d to bear all that he lays upon you, with 
a perfect Submiſſion to his moſt holy Will. 
Anchith. I own my Fault, and ſhall endes. 
vour to amend it. But really my Sicknels 5 
ſuch as Fleſh and Blood cannot.tell how to 
bear, though I do ftruggle all I can. 
Patience Euſeb. Fleſh and Blood perhaps cannot 
under Sick- bear it. But Reaſon and Underſtanding may, 
_ weſs and and Religion muſt bear it, without Fretting 
--=4i 6 and Diſcontent, conſidering from whom i 
any 2 comes, and for what Ends it may be in. 
Dwy, © flicted. | 2 ba& © 
| 1 9 Tbeopb. 


Patience under Sickneſs, . 5 


endes- 
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how to 


cannot 
8 may, 
Iretting 
hom it 
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Theoph 
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Pbeopb. To murmur and be diſſatisfied at 
God's: Dealing with you, is ſo quite wrong, 
that nothing gan be more undutiful or unbe- 
coming the Relation you ſtand in to Almigh- 
ty God, nor any Thing more clearly againſſ 
your own Intereſt, both Temporal and Eter- 
nal. Patience and Submiſſion to the Divine 
Will, even under our greateſt Preſſures and 
Calamities, is a _neceflary Chriſtian Virtue, 

and ſuch as we all make Profeſſion of. And 


every Deviation from it is not only a Viola» 


tion of the Laws of our Religion, but it ar- 

gues a great Diſtruſt of God's Goodneſs, and 

i beſides a Wrong to our ſelves. I was dumb, Pſal.39. 9. 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, and opened not my Mouth, he- 

cauſe it was thy doing. And wo unto him, faith If. 45.9. 
the Prophet Jaiab, Who ſtriveth with his Maker; 

ſhall the Clay ſay to him that. e; it, what 

makeſt thou ? Wherefore doth the living Man com- Lament, 
plain, ſays the Prophet Feremiah, a Man for 3. 39. 

the Puniſhment of his Sins? And ſays Micah, I Mic. 7. 9. 
will bear the Indignation. of the Lord, becauſe I 

bave ſinned againſt bim. And in the New Te — 
ſtament we are taught to be patient in Tribula- Rom. 12. 
tion, and f in whatever State we are, therewith to 12. 
be content, and || not to. murmur at God's Dea- ? 1 
ling with us, but * to ſubmit our ſelves to God, || 1 Cor. 
and f caſt our Care upon him, not doubting but 10. 10. 


that be will take Care of us, when we do fo. St. James | 


And it is therefore a neceſſary Duty of Chri- 5: 7: 
ſtianity, quietly and reſignedly to . all the ww SID 
ictions it pleaſes God to try us with, how © 

ſharp ſoever they be. And the ſharper they 

are, ſo much the properer Seaſon is it for the 
Exerciſe of this Virtue, and ſo much the more 

laudable and conſpicuous does it appear. Be- 

ſides, it deſerves to be well conſider d, that how 

drievous and ſevere ſoever your pręſent Viſita- 
< „ a” 
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8s Of Patience under Sickneſs, 

tion be, it falls vaſtly ſhort of what our bleſ. lowe 
ted Lotd willingly condeſcended to ſuffer up. W way: 
2 Cor. 8. on our Account. You know the Grace of on Wl Patt: 
9. Lord Feſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, n fn WM wear 
dur Sokes he became poor, that we'through has Pi. Eſpe 

Phil. 2. verty might be rich. And though he were in th and 
6, 7, 8. Form of God, and thought it no Robbery to be equal WM any 
with God, yet made be himſelf of no Reputation, bu Wl fall i 

took upon him the Form of a Servant, and was mah Wl dele: 

in the Likeneſs of Men; and being found in Fs. WM is of 

ſhion as a Man, he humbled himſelf, and becam that 

obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Croft, been 

. . Ourbleſſed Lord, the only begotten and dear. WI not 

iy beloved Son of God, King of. Kings, and Indi 

Lord of Lords, did not refuſe 9 40840 him. with 

ſelf to the loweſt Degree, to ſuffer Want, and quer 

Penury, and Labour, and Toil, and Contempt, reall 

and Diſgrace; and at laſt, to die the mok Ml ing 
painful, as well as the moſt ſhameful'of Dearhs, MW that 

that of the Croſs. And can any, that pre- has 

tend to be his Diſciples, grudge ànd murmur WM Len! 

at any leſſer Afflictions they may meet with? WW dant 

Sr. Mat. It i enough for the Diſciple that he be as his Me- deſe 
10. 25. ter, and the Servant as his Lord. And if our Sau-: ch:t/ 
our endured ſuch 2 Fight of Aſflictions, and not Wl you! 

for his own, but for our Sakes, how totally in- W you 
excuſable muſt we leave our ſelves, if we com- fuct 

plain and are diſſatisfied, when called upon dily 

to tread in his Steps, and bear ſome lighter WW Por! 

Burden, out of Compliange with his Example, WW wha 

and Obedience to his Commands. If we be and 

1 St. Pet. Obliged to be holy in all manner of Converſation, Wl to r. 
* 11. as be which hath called us & holy, it neceflarily WW muc 

| follows in particular, that we muft ge Obe 
ſne w our ſelves patient under the worſt of Ca: whs 


lamities, as he, our Lord, was patient. Nor of“ 
can any Thing be more reafonably require I eve 
of us, 5 an that ſuch n profeſs men e mer 
A N lowers 


e equal 
ion, but 


rempt, 
e mok 
Jeaths, 
at pre- 
nurmur 
With! 
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lowers of the meek and ang even Pon, be al- 
ways prepar d to conform themſelves to the 
Pattern he has ſet them, by ſuffering with un 
wearied Meekneſs and Reſignation as he did, 
Eſpecially conſidering farther, that how acute 
and tormenting ſoever the Pains are, which 
any of us are called to bear, they however 
fall infinitely ſhort of what we have all juſtly 
deſerved by our Folly and Diſobedience. It 


is of the infinite Mercy of Almighty God, 
that Death and everlaſting Deſtruction has not 


been our Portion long ſince, and that we are 
not now roaring under the Extremity of his 
Indignation in the bottomleſs Pit, together 
with the Devil and his Angels. And conſe- 
quently whatever Misfortune ſhore of this, is 


really a great Bleſſing, and is fo far from be- \ 


ing juſt Cauſe of Repining and Diſcontent, 
that the greateſt Sufferer on this Side Hell, | 
has juſt Reaſon to admire the Clemency, 
Lenity, and Kindneſs of God, in dealing abun- 
dantly more favourably with him than he has 
deſerv'd. + Think therefore with your ſelf, An- 
chithanes, that you can never hope to acquit- 
your ſelf as becomes a good Chriſtian, till 
you have brought your on Inelinations into 
ſuch Submiffion to the Divine Will, as rea- 
dily and willingly to comply with whatever 
Portion God ſees fit to chooſe for you. Think 
what your bleſſed Saviour has endur'd for you, 
and what intolerable Shame it will be for you 
to refuſe to undergo the utmoſt Barbarities, 
much more ſome ſhort Pain or Sickneſs, in 
Obedience to his Command. Think again, 
what a Bleſſing it is that you are yet in a State 
of Salvation, and not deliver'd over to thofe 
everlaſting Burnings, which were the due De- 
merits of your Sins, and to which you might | 
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Ezra 9. 


Office for 
the Vi. 
ſit ation of 
the Sick. 


long ago have been juſtly condemn'd, had it 
nor been for the Patience and Long-ſuffering 
of Almighty, God. Weigh theſe. Things well 
with thy ſelf, and thou wilt ſoon be convinc d, 
that inſtead of. being diſſatisfied at the divine 


ſitatic 


Son Feſws Cbriſts Sake, and render him 


Diſpenſations, thou haſt great Reaſon on the 
other Hand to own to God, with thoſe in Ex. 
ra, that he has puniſh d thee leſs, abundantly leß, 
than thine Iniquities deſerve, and to reſolve in 
the Words of the Prophet Micah, to bear the 
Indignation of the Lord, becauſe thou haſt ſinned 
againſt bim. | 801 0 

Anchitb. T acknowledge what you ſay to be 
a great Truth, and ſhall therefore endeavour 
to compoſe my Mind, and be as eaſy as my 
Diſtemper will let me be. 910 

Euſeb. Conſider with your ſelf, that“ for 
©, whatſoever Cauſe this Sickneſs is ſent you, 
* whether it be to try your Patience for the 
Example of othggs, and that your Faith 
may be found in the Day of the Lord, lau- 
-+*. dable, glorious, and honourable, to the En- 
.creaſe of Glory and eternal Felicity; or 
* elſe it be ſent to correct and amend in you 
*. whatſoever offends the Eyes of your hex 
venly Father; if you truly repent you of 
your Sins, and bear your Sickneſs patient- 
ly, truſting in God's Mercy, for his dear 


© humble Thanks for his fatherly . Viſitation, 
© ſubmitting your ſelf wholly to his Will, it 
will certainly. turn to your Profit, and help 
* you forward in the right Way, that leads 
to everlaſting Life. Think . aright of it 
therefore, and receive it as God's loving Vil 
tation. 8 "WS 1 5 


Auchitb. As God's loving Viſitation ? _ 


as t : ec 
*ſ * = [i 
we 1 4 — 4 


Br 


1 


fication 5 for ſo we are taught by God himſelf 


in the holy Scripture. As many as I love, ſaith Rev. 3. 
God by the Apoſtle St. Jobs, | 1\rebuke and 19. 


cboſten, hereby declaring even his Puniſn- 
ments in this World, to be ſent out of Kind- 
neſs and Affection, and for the Good of thoſe 
who; will be prevaild with to make a right 
Uſe of them. The wiſe Man alſo inculcates 
the ſame Truth. A½) Son, deſpiſe not the chaſten- 
ing of the Lord, nor be weary of bi Correct ion. 
For whom the Lord lovetb, be correcteth, even as a 
Father the Son, in whom be deligbtetb. As doth al- 
ſo the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, exactly to the 


* 


ſame Purpoſe: If ye" endure cboſtering, God Hebr: 1 


* 
1 E L 
3 n 6 
oy 
CE iſ. - = 
, ; 


dealeth with you as with Sons; for what Son is he 7, 8, 9, 10. 


whom the Father chaſteneth not? But if ye be with 
out Chaſtiſement, whereof all are Partakers, then 
are ye Baſtards, and not- Sons. Furthermore, we 
bave had Fathers of our Fleſh, which cornected as, 
and we gave them Reverence ; ſhall we not much 
rather be in Subjection to the Father of Spirits, and 
live ? For they werily for a few Days chaſtened 
us after their own Pleaſure : But he for our Profit, 
that we might be Partakers of bis Holineſs. ©© Theſe 
Words, good Brother, are God's Words, 
* and written in holy Scripture for our Com- 
fort and Inſtruction, that we ſhould pa- 
© tiently, and with Thankſgiving, bear our 
* heavenly Father's Correction, whenſoever, 
by any Manner of Adverſity, it ſhall pleaſe 
his gracious Goodneſs to viſit us; and there 
i ſhould be no greater Comfort to Chtiſtian 
** Perſons, than to be made like unto Chriſt, 
i by ſuffering patiently Adverſities, Troubles, 
ſ and Sickneſſes. For he himſelf went not 
;. up to Joy, but firſt he ſuffer'd Pain; he en- 
ter d not into his Glory, before he was cru- 
Md LOT ga; ** cifigd. 
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Patience under Sithneſs, 
. © to enter into eternal Life, is gladly to de 


_ © with Chriſt; that we may riſe again fron: 


Anobitb. I earneſt! „ defire to ſüben 0 
God's Will. But yet I am apt to thin 
ther uſes his Son, as Jam uſed. ö 


tbe Man that endureth Temptation; for when be i 


State, till I was oppreſſed with this Fit of 


* cified: So truly our Way to eternal Joy, i 
© to ſuffer here with Chriſt; and our Be 


Death, and dwell with him in everlaſting 
Lie e eee ee e 


k no'F4. 
1 5854 


Euſeb. No Chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeib h 
be joyons, but prievom ; nevertheleſs, aftermarl 
it yieldeth the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs, um 
them which are exerciſed thereby, | Agreeably 
whereto ſays the Apoſtle St. Ra; Bleſſed i 


tried, he ſhall receive the Crown of Life, which th 
Lord has promis d to them that love bim. 
Anchith. I thought my ſelf in a happy 


Sickneſs. I thank God I have always lived 


above Want, and eaſily, and to my own Satis Wl fitive 
faction. But alas! Since this unfortunate A. 
Change, I am forced to lie here as you ſee . Auth 
me, weeping and mourning, with a Heart to c. 
full of Sorrow and Care, tormented” to a WM inflic 
great Degree, and yet not knowing where to WM and 
find a Remedy. +: his h 
© Philog. This is to be expected from God bour 
only. Phyficians may adminiſter proper Wl jects 
Medicines, but it is God's Blefling alone that You, 
can make them ſucceſsful. And. it is upon Wi not 
him alone you muſt depend for Deliverance. fon 
Anchith. I do ſo ; but he has not yet that 
thought fit to grant it; and ſuppoſe he ſhould Fi den- 
not, what muſt I do then? pes oO rath 
Philog. Then you muſt take Care to fol. Tl 
low Theophilus's Advice, and diſpoſe your ſell WW 2gai 


in the humbleſt Manner to ſubmit to his Will lan 


in whatever he lays upon you. Euſeh. 


| the fame Way. 


— ws. AS Bi cs a 8 * 


| Euſeb. The Way to enter into Glory is by The Way to 
the Croſs. By this Way our Lord and Ma- Glory & by 
ſter enter d into his Father's Kingdom; and % creſi. 
if we would follow him thither, it muſt be by | 
T He was made Perfect by Suffe- Hebr. 2. 
zing. And ſuch who take upon them the Pro- 10. & 5. 
feſſion of his Name, muſt not think themſelves *9: 
hardly dealt by, if they be calFd to ſuffer too, 
whether by the Hand of Man, or by the 
Hand of God himſelf. And indeed Calami- 
ties and Afflictions are an excellent Prepara- 
tive for a better State; ſuch as Want, Con- 
tempt, Reproach, Loſſes, Perſecution, Impri- 
ſonment, undeſerved Puniſhment, and which 
more particularly concerns your ſelf, bodily 
Pains and Infirmities, and the moſt uneaſy and 
waſting Diſeaſes ; and in a Word, whatſoever 
ſerves to mortify the old Man in us, and to wean 
our Minds from this World, and raiſe up our 
Affections to, and make us diligently inqui- 
ſitive after another and a better State. 

Anchith. _ I ſincerely own God's Power and 
Authority. But yet it ſeems very hard for me 
to conceive, that theſe ſevere Viſitations are 
inflicted' by God, upon his beloved Children 
and Favourites, and are not rather a Token of 
his heavy Diſpleaſure, and that thoſe who la- 
bour under them are to be looked une as Ob- 
jects of his Wrath. And to deal plainly with 
you, all I ſuffer at this Time in my Body is 
not more grievous to me, than the Apprehen- 
fon J labour under, and cannot ſhake off, 
that this ſevere Treatment is too plain an Evi- 
dence of God's being eſtranged from me, or 
rather that he hates me. TN. 

Theoph. Not fo faſt, my dear Friend. Think ee 
again. Have not the faithfulleſt and beſt Ser- pris 
ants of God been conftantly obſerved, to God: iſe 

| meet pleaſure. 
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meet with their Share of Afflictions here, and 
many Times far beyond divers of the moſt yi- 


ſtious and profligate Wretche 2 So that were it 


4 


not for the inward Comfort and Support they 
find in themſelves in this Life, and their Hopes 
and Expectations of a better at their Depar- 


ture hence, aA great Part of them at leaſt 


0 4+ 


g 9 


| 
 ' :Cor.:;. ff all Men moſt miſerable. Remember the Caſe 
125. of Abel, of Jacob, of Foſeph, of Job, Maſe 
5 and David, of St. Jobn Baptiſt, St. Stephen; 
St. Peter, St. Fames, St. John, and the reſt of 
the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, and 'innume. 
rable other Martyrs and Confeſſors. Were 
not theſe the Favourites of Heaven, and ſin- 
gularly intereſted in the divine Protection and 
indneſs? Or were they without their Oroſ- 
ſes and Trials? Were they not all greatly af. 
flicted, and abundance &* them barbarouſly 
put to death? What Numbers do we read of, 
of the holieſt and beſt of Men, ſuch of whoy 
Hebr. 11. the World was not worthy, who yet had Trial: if 
36, 37, 38. cruel Mockings and Scourgings, Bonds aud Imp. 
4 ſonments, were ſtoned, were ſawn aſunder, went 
tempted by terrible Cruelties, were ſlain with 
the Sword? As others alſo were in Wants, and 
Diſtreſs, and Fear, and without any. certain 
Habitation, not knowing where to hide them- 
ſelves, but being forced to wander about in De- 
ſerts and Mountains, and in Dens and Cawes of tht 
Earth, covering themſelves with Sheep-skins and 
Goats-kins, being deſtituted, afflifted, tormented. 
Can you poſſibly deny theſe to have been 


«, — of * 
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of him? And on the other Hand, do you 
imagine, Anchithanes, that your Sufferings may 
in any wiſe be compar'd with theirs 2? If not, 
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might juſtly, be {aid to be, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 


God's undoubted Children, and truly beloved 


conſider ſeriouſly whether it becomes you i 
25 I. 25 Fr 6 
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and be diſſatisfied at your preſent Condition; and 

ſt vi. be invited to greater Humiliation by reaſon 

ere it of your Sins, which call aloud for theſe, and 

they W much heavier Chaſtiſements ; and ſhew your 

lopes ſelf more ſubmiſſive and reſigned to the divine 

Will, and that infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs; 

which brings them upon you. Set before your This ſhewn 

Eyes that admirable Patience of Job, under a 2-rticular. 

Series of ſucceſſive Afflictions of divers Kinds. 7 2 the 

Call to Mind how pitiable and diſconſolate Job.” | 

his forlorn Eſtate was, when, from one of the J.. 1. 3. 

richeſt of all the eaſtern Part of the World, 

he was ſuddenly-ſtrip'd of all. His Oxen and Vr. rs. 

his Aſſes were ſeiz d by the Sabeans, and bis 

Servants ſlain, who ſhould have ſaved them . 

out of the Hands of theſe Invaders. His Sheep, ver. 16. 

and others of his Servants, were conſum'd by 

Fire from Heaven. His Camels were carried Yer. 17. 

away by the Chaldeans, and the Remainder of 

his Servants were deſtroyed by them. And to 

add to ſuch his heavy Calamities, in the laſt 

Place comes Fluctus Decumanus, the ſoreſt 

Stroke of all; his Children, both Sons and pp. ig 

Daughters, were all of them kill'd by the Fall 19. 

of the Houſe, where they were feaſting toge- 

ther. So that now he was all of a ſudden be- 

come as poor, as he had been rich but a few 

Hours before, and as great an Object of Pity, 

as he might have been before of Envy. Yet 

durſt he not murmur at God for ſo woful a 

Change. He remembred by whoſe good Pro- 

vidence it came about, and would not ſuffer 

himſelf to break forth into any diſcontented 

and undutiful Language. On the contrary, 1 

He aroſe and rent his Mantle, and ſhaved hs Head, py. 20,21, \ i 

and fell down” upon the Ground, and worſhipped, 

and ſaid, Naked came I out of my Mother's Womb, 

and naked ſhall I return thither ; the Lord gave, 
| 5 an 


—ů—ů—ů— . N 
and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be the Nun 
of the Lord. As much as to ſay, I am bu 

- * what I was at firſt; and what I muſt hau 
« been again at laſt ; and he that hath (trip. 

* ped me of all before I die, hath taken ny 

* thing away but what he gave. Let hin 

+ © therefore be praiſed who is the Donor of 
Dall good Things, and the Diſpoſer of al 
Job. 1. a2. Events. In all this Fob: ſinned not, nor {pak 
dne harſh or unbecoming Word, when all thek 

- + ./ Evils came ſo thick upon him. He did ng 

bemoan himſelf as one rejected by God, and 
who muſt never more expect his Favour,” be. 
cauſe he found himſelf at preſent in ſuch-cals 
mitous Circumſtances. No, he freely reſign 
himſelf to the Divine Diſpoſal, and bleſſed 
and praiſed the Almighty, whom he knew td 


n 


whom he ſtood indebted for the Enjoythent 

of it hitherto. And can you now, good 4, 
chithanes, think it reaſonable to behave' you 

ſelf after a contrary. Manner? Ought you 
not rather to labour, that your preſent Sick- 
neſs may make you the more ſenſible of the 
true Value of that Health you now want, and 

the more thankful for the long Enjoyment you 

have had of it? And what if you are now de- 


and ſo far from a Token of God's Diſpleaſure, 
and a Sign he is irreconcileable to you, that it 
may be taken from you out of Kindneſs, and 
ſo may require not your Patience only, but 


with ? 
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* Bijbop Patrick en the Words. i 
- * Euſch 


Patience under Sickneſs, 


be the ſole Author of all he had loſt, and 


prived of it? May not this be for your Good, 


your unfeigned Gratitude for being thus dealt 
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Euſeb. You ought to remember that God is 5 
infimtely wiſer than you, and knows what is 


fitteſt for you, or any of his Servants, far 
better than you, or they do. 


tions whilſt they remain here. This was moſt 
remarkably notorious during thoſe ſevere 
Times of Perſecution, wherein ſuch Multi- 
tudes of our Lord's Diſciples were called; to 
ſal their Profeſſion with their Blood. (a) Some 
were burn'd alive, ſome were ſlain with the 
Sword, and others were expos'd to ravenous 
wild Beaſts, and were devourd by them; 
and (b) even thoſe of the higheſt Rank were 
tortured, put in Chains, and crucified. © Some 
were baniſhed, ſome had the Soles of their 
Feet dried up by a gentle Flame, ſome had 
Torches applied to all Parts of their Bodies, 
till their Skin cracked and ſhrivełd up, and 
the Fire came at length to their very Bowels. 
e) Some were broiled, ſome empaled, ſome be- 
headed. (4) Some were put in Boats, and tur- 
ned afloat in the Sea to be drowned. (e) Others 
had their Limbs forced out of Joint, and their 
Bodies torn with Whips, were pulled in Pie- 
ces, were hung up by a Hand, or a Foot, or 
ſtretched upon the Wrack, or were carbona- 
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Chriſtians, to meet with Croſſes and AﬀMic- Chriſtians. 
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ther and glorie ſteen 
your that God would call them, in ſo ſignal; 
Manner, to follow their bleſſed Saviour, and 
be baptized with the Baptiſm that he was baptized 
with And in the more quiet and hal yon 
Times of the Church, it was never known, 
that the faithfuleſt and beſt Chriſtians were 
exempt from their Portion of temporal Cala. 
mities. When not haraſſed, and deren 
and treated as the Refuge and Officouring of 
Things ; they have yet been ſubject to Sick 
neſſes and Diſeaſes, and the. other Inconve- 
niencies uſually incident to this State of Mor- 
tality and Miſery. So that in them is verified, 
Job. 14. 1. as it is alſo in the reſt of the World, that Ma 
that 1 born of a Woman, hath but a feu. Days 
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ſelves, with Phaeton, able to govern the Cha. 
riot of the Sun, but if entruſted with it, 
ſhould ſoon find the Effect of our Preſumption, 
as he did of his, to be only Ruin and De- 
ſtruction. As. alſo on the other Hand, when 
we think our ſelves in the moſt forlorn Cir- 
cumſtandes, we yet know not what Bleflings 
are reſerved for us, and how even theſe ont 
Calamities may be made a Step and Intro- 
auction ao them. 213d 8. 
- * Anchith, | Tou ſay very true, Euſebins 2 And 
Tbeophilas s Story Mas ſo clearly illuſtrated the 
Matter, that I moſt heartily. return him m) 
<Lhanks oni. l 
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hun” 3 


have gien yon na ee 
” Anchith. Pray, good Theophilus, let me en. 
treat you by no Means to think that a Diſturs 
bance to me, which I frankly acknowledge to 


could have no 
you. eie nee o 
Anchith. Indeed, Gentlemen, Icannot think 
of parting with you yet. I am very fenſible 


5 * OS at 


have been a Favour and a Kindneſs. . 

Euſeb. I hope you will pardon us, if we 
haue made too bold with you, conſidering 
your preſent Indiſpoſition, ſince you know we 
other Deſign in it but to ſerve 


Tbeopb. I am very glad te hear this from 

you, becauſe I was afraid I had quite tired vNοσπ 
with it; eſpecially ſince coming at the latter 
End of the Day, when you might be prefu- 
med deſirous to be left to your ſelf But n.. 
it is Time for us to retire, and wiſh you 
a good Night's Reſt, and that you may find 
no Inconvenienoe by the long Diſturbance ws 


* 4 4 
1 o 1 
F<, - 


3CE 


of the Kindneſs of this” chaticable Viſit, and 


own my ſelf to be highly obliged to you-for 


it. And I muſt confeſs, I find my ſelf refreſh'd 


came, and your ſeaſonable Application of 


and enliven d to a great Degiee by your uſt- 
ful and inſtructive Diſcourle-ever' ſince y 


oh 
o 


many Paſfages of Scripture to my Circum- 
ſtances; for which I heartily thank you alk: 
Yet this I muſt add, that Lam much afraid 


left the Application belong not to me. 


* 

AF 

bh a * * 
_ 


I dare by no Means compare my ſelf to thoſe 
famous Worthies you have been mentioning, 
Joſepb, David, and Job: Tleſe were illuſtri- 
ous Servants of God, and eminently eee 

ie nce 


in their Generations ; whereas my Conſe 


tells me, that T being a poor, wretehed, guilty 
dinner, who from Time to Time have highly 


offended my good and F 


ave 
no 
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no Pitle to thoſe Promiſes which were made WW and does 
to ſuch as theſe, nor any juſt Ground to ex. caſon for 
pect che like favourable | Uſage With them, W That Chi 
Theſs holy. Men were afflicted out of pum I this Forg 
Kindneſs and Mercy, for the V indication ef bis Medi 
their Faith and Gonſtaney, and #liat they Thirdly, 7 
might appear noble Examples of an unwearief I produces 
Fidelity to thoſe that ſhould goms after tm cur Part, 
Bur alas What am I, poor Creature, chat the Wl (able Co 
Tord, whom I have ſo provokd, ſhould have I bere he m 
any Regard for me? This: uncomfortable Firſt, Th. 
| Reflection damps my Joy, and roh m of hat Hope of 
ineſtimable Satisfaction, I muſt needs orherwil Wl not fallen 
have found, in what you have ſo pertinently only gon 
ſuggeſted. Not that I do now' dovbr ined Puty, lik 
leaſt, of God's Goodneſs co his faithful-See I Parable, 
vants, but only that 1 ge too much Cauſe, to his Maſte 
diſtruſt my own Qualification for his Favour. Ml Sandy, 
The: beſt of my Performances have been. lo Bl Sinner, y 
lame. and imperfect, and the whole Courſe of promiſe 
my Life has been ſd defil d, with'blagken, ah I had been 
too too oft with wilful and kno-n Sins, chu Bl [Such 48 
I have too much Reaſon to ſuſpect is Sch I i have + 
neſs to be laid upon me, as a Puniſnthent for laking t 
ſuch my Guilt. And I cannot perceive why hem, ar 
you ſhould not alſo be of the ſame Opinion le futui 
epende 


Euſeb. Admit it; Net you have nο Rö 
to conclude it ſent only for this End. Bil Merits 2 
parim Pbilog. It is not above à Foremight or {Three Wl mer, Ge 
promir'dto Weeks, ſince; I heard our Doctor preschiag BY own hin 
all tres upon theſe Words, Rom. 4. 7. Bleſſed are ih And at 
Penitenti. he Iniquities are forgiven; and ui Simm able Wi 
tover'd. And whit he feid made ſuch an fit. BY of Gold 
preſſion upon me, that I coud not mens one may 
and I hope I never ſhall :, His Diſcou 2 WAS, and whi 
as you may eaſily fuppoſe, concerning Re- dat H. 
miſſion of Sins. And he ſhewedus, N, Tt WI 4G 47, 
it is God alone who forgives Sins; he = BUT: A 


Aud Other Aſflistions. 
and does forgive them when he ſees juſt Oc- - 
caſion for it, and he alone can do it. Seco 5 
That Chriſt is the only meritot᷑ id us Cau 35 23 n 
this Forgiveneſs; and it is purely through _ 
bis Mediation that we can hops to obtain it, 
Thirdly, That however ſuch a Faith in him a; 
produces a tue and unfeigned Repentance on 
our Part, is requir'd as an abſolute indiſpen-. 
lable Condition, of chis Forgixeneſs. And 
here he made theſe Two farther Obſervat ions: 
Fiſt, Thar Wy dont Repentance there. no ; 
Hope of Pardon, even though a Man had 
not fallen into grois and ſcandalous Sins, but 
only gone on in the heedleſs Neglect of his 
Duty, like the faoliſh Virgins in gur Saviour's st, A. 
* Parable, or the unprofitablę Servant, Who hid 25, 3, &c. 
0 his Maſter's Talent in a Napkin. And then, Ver. 24, 
eh, Thatchpugh 3 Man bad been 2 great 5 
| dinner, yet upon a true Repentance he might 
bad been guilty of groſs and enormous Crime,, 
nch as ine can none of us concei ve, Anchithanes, | 
cls BY i bawe e ver been guilty of ; ) yet upon his for- 0 
for BY ling chem, his Sight of, and Sorrow. for 
dem, and a Care to walk more uprightly for 
che future, together with a ſerious and ſteady 
ſon Dependence-upon God's: Mercy, through the 
Merits and Interceſſion of our blefſed Redee- 
ee BY mer, God will be reconciled to him, and will 
bog BY own him for his faithful Diſciple and Servant. 
And at laſt he concluded with theſe comfar:- 
able Words, worthy to be written in Letters 
i of Gold, and ſet up in all. Places, that every 

one may have them continually. in his Eye, 
auh ad which articularly fair ech ben Caſe, 
. chat HEAVEN, GATE ARE NOT SHUT _ 

AGAINST THOSE THAT FALL INTO. SIN, _ 


WT 40 ANAL, THOR AH Ul Ee» 
* ; ; p b 


4 


Sa 


= 


| Tele. "Ekeheatly 6 boten d 2 "the Dodo, 
4 And now A pertinently r reme rd by Phil 


zt0F. 1-200 
2% There is nothing more plain i 
che whole Word of God, than that Repen- 
trance and Forgiveneſs of Sins are inſeparable 
Companions, and he that has the one as he 
viight, ſhall be ſure not to miſs of the orhir, 
Fs this Purpoſe: ſpeaks- God himſelf by the 
IC. 1. 16, Prophet Iſaiah, Waſh ye , make 'y clean, put awiy 
. / 55 Evil of of your Doing 5 fore mine ' Eyes, 
eaſe'to do Evil, KRarn to do well, ſeek 7 
Fielieve the Oppreſſed, judge the amt. lead fir 
the Widow. And then, as the happy tea of 
Ver. 19, ſuch a Change, he adds, Come now and le s 
Jo. © © reaſon together, ſaith" the Lord: Though jour Sin 
be as ſcarlet, "they ſhall be as white as Snow; ths 
'* hey be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as Wal,” 

Je be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the Good of 
Chap. 55. the Land. And again, Let the 'Wicked forſake by 
7. May, and the Unrighteous Man his Thoughts, and 
let him return unto the Lord, and be will bave An. 
upon him, and to our. God, for be will abundant- 
Ezck. 18. H pardon. And by the Prophet Ezekiel, When 
27, 28. "the wicked Man turneth away from hs Wi ched- 
"eſs that he hath committed, and doth that which i 
Tawfid and right, be ſhall foul 51 Soul alive. Be- 
"cauſe he confidereth, and turneth away from all by 
"Tranſereſſ effions that be hath committed, he ſhall urt- | 
2 be ſhall nor die. And again to the fame 
Chip 33. - Purpoſe, When 7 ſay 10 the Wicked, Thou ſhalk 
14, 15,16. farely die: If he turn from his Sin, "aud 4% that 
which s lawful and right ;' if the Wi cked reſtore 

the b 20 give again ifs be had robbed, wall in 
the Starutes of Life without committing Iniquity : 
He ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die, None of bu 
Sins that he Bath committed ſhall be mention d unt0 
tomy: 7 Wang RO which A 5 
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Andi in che New Teſiam 
St. Peter, and be converted, ES, 


. And at another Time, 
eaking 770 ut 0, Ae Him, faithithe Thap) it Y 
le, bath G exalted with bu. Fight. tnd, to 5. 3” 
10 4 Prince 4 4 Sa vi our, for to, gebe Repenitance. T0 
Ifroel, and Forgiv nels of Sins. hd to omit Aids . 10 f 
other Places: There ir Fe in „ EO d L 5 
viour, over one Sinner t, t repententh Wore thay = over Br AY. 5 
Ninety and nine. Juſt Perſons that need ma Rep entapce. | 
Euſeb. "There 1 18 nothing mere; cvidenr't 41 Faith and 
that Pardon and, Salyationy, are ene i the” Kepa 
Goſpel, {ni times to Fay rand ſomerirt}ss. to bange often 
Repentatics  hoch which th leref Ft gem tc me, —— | 
in the Scripture-! anguage, * Fla Oftegrigies 15 
the ſame Thing. For a true 12905 Belief 
in Chriſt, and 1 pon tüm for 8 
tion, as 1 7 7 5 a ſincere and 1 fei ne d. Re- . 
pentance.. And a ſaving Repeticance is ſuch 2” t e · c 
proceeds from a Belief in Chtiſt, and is ae 
panied. with a Hope of e through, him,” | 
alone. SuchaF ith Ns uch a 10 
tance, call it whether y Y tl 5 8 nd- ; 
ed to us by our. Saviour And his A Apoſtles 2 
moſt, neceſſary Qualification for Niers ng 
Pardon here, and eternal Felicity hereafter. m4 
Theoph. .” Wherefore, dear e 15 1 n 
worthy your ſerious Conſideration, wheeler: bien ag 
this Senſe of your: own Unworthineſs in the _— >| 
Eyes of 804. 5 e not an Argument of a Pe- — 
nitent Heart, 4 meek "and quiet, an humble. and 
reſigned. Spi „ which #. Fir! Sight of Fees b 1 ve. Per. 
great Price. 4 85 true, Mar is md 
undefi} before od, IN Gn 7707 © \ Rog” % 
teous iti £ is 'Senle, 0 not vnd. (b;) 0 cas. 5 ; Pc 
have made my . Heart clean, Tam pure rom my 7 GP _ 
* 18 a 9 ge ; Conſideration for this beft ; 
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Euſeb. If you look back to thoſe very Wor- 


at his Footſtool, and ſue, and beg, and pray, 


and entreat for the Forgiveneſs of his mani- 


fold Iniquities? How does he diſclaim all Con- 
fidence in himſelf, and betake himſeif only to 
the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, for Accep- 
tance with him? To inſtance in Particulars to 
this Purpoſe, would be to repeat a great Part 
of his Book of Pſalms, which are full of Ex- 


preſſions of this Nature, from one End to the 


other. But theſe being not only in every ones 


Hand, as che reſt of the Bible, but being or- 
det d by our Church to be read over e ẽrr r 


Month, in its publick Service, I will not fuſs 
pet any one here, ſo little acquainted with 
this ſeraphick Part of the holy Scripture, as 
to need being put in Mind, of what is ſo plain» 
ly and fully contain d in it: And Job, on ··om 


God had beſtow d ſo glorious a Character, in 
the Two firſt Chapters of his Hiſtory, yet 


durſt not pretend to inſiſt upon his oπ]un Inno- 
cence, but only upon dhe Clemency of God, 


for Safety. if 1 juſtify my ſelfs ſays he, my Job. 9. a6. 


own Mouth ſhall condemy me; if I ſay I am 
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pdierfect, it ſhall probt me perverſe. And a little 

Job g. 29, after; Tem afraid of all oo Sorrows, I know thit 
30% 31. rhou wilt not bold me innocent. If I be wicked, 
| why then labour I inwain? If T waſh my ſelf with 
21," > Snow-Water, and make my Hands never 0 clean, 
yet ſhalt:thow plunge me in the Ditch, and my own 
Cloths ſhall abbor me. Wherefore, good Ancbi- 

_ {1 ""pbanes, take Heart, and do not deſpond by 
reaſon of your paſt Tranſgreſſions. Let not 
Satan tempt you to deſpair, as if there were no 

Mercy for you, and you had no longer any 

Right to God's Promiſes; but ſeek rather to 

make out your Title to them, by humbling 

your ſelf in his Preſence, with unfeigned Pur- 

oſes and Reſolutions of a better Obedience 

Ie future, ſo far as ever you ſhall be able. 
Confeſs and bewail your Wickedneſs, | and 

pray for Pardon and Forgiveneſs, through the 


prevailing Merits of our 'moſt compaſſionate 

and all- powerful Redeemer. And your 

ſelf, ſuch your Petitions ſball not return unio gon 

J void, but ſhall accompliſh your Deſires, and pro- 

4 Pal. 145. [Þ*r in the Thing whereto you ſend them. For the 

|. 8,9. Lord's gracious and merciful, long-ſuſfering, and of 

| great Goodneſs. The Lord u loving unto every Man, 

Pfl. 103. ud bis Mercy i over all bis Works. The Lord s 

8, 9, 17. full of Compaſſion and Mercy, long-ſuffering, and of 

= great Goodneſs. He will not always be chiding, nei- 

ther keepeth he his Anger for ever. Hu merci 

Goodneſs endureth for ever and ever upon them that 

fear him: And his Righteouſneſs upon Childrens 

Pil. 130. Children. Ob truſt in the Lord, for with the Lord « 

7, 8. Mercy, and with him à plenteous Redemption; 
| and he ſhall redeem Iſrael from all bi Sinn. 

- Anchith. Oh my Heart, my Bowels, and 

all within me | What a dreadful Pain did juſt 


* 


nao feel? God be merciful to me. 
. \ a | Euſeb. 
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ſerves to diſcompoſe the Frame of our mortal 


have thought it 


n r 


Euſeb. Be of good Comfort; and truſt inn 
God, that he will turn all to the beſt. Vet | 
hence you may obſerve what frail ' feeble 
Creatures Men are, and how {mall a Matter 


Nature, and put all out of Order. 

- Anchith I find'ir ſo by fad Experience. 

But I thank God, I am now pretty well at 

Eaſe again, and if I ſhould not be over trou 


bleſome, would beg of ſome good Friend 


amongſt you, to ſatisfy me, that if God pu- 
niſh me in this World for my Sins, this is not 
a more probable Token of his Anger, than 
of fis Favonrto me nuts 
beopb. This is too haſty a Concluſion, 
with which you fo torment your ſelf, as I ſhall 
ſhew it to be in due Time. But firſt, give me 
_ to ask you a previous neceſſary Que- 
We ee 
Anchitb. Ask what you pleaſe, and I will 
be ſure to anſwer you in the Sincerity of my 


Mare: 7 29H ee 
Theoph. What Judgment does your Pariſh- The great - 


Prieft make of your Repentance, and the . 
State of your Soul ? He ſhould be much bet- e 


ners in uot 


ter able to ſatisfy you in this Point, than any fairing 


of us; both as he is better skill'd in Enquiries their Pa. 
of this Nature, and as it is to be preſum'd, you for in the 


have'throughly acquainted him, with all = «7 þ 


Doubts and Fears, and the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of them ;- which you know we are Stran- 
gers to. What ſays he to this Point? 
 Anchith, Nothing at all; for I have never 
asked his Opinion concerning it. 
 Theoph. How ? Never ask d his Opinion? 
You very much ſurprize me. I could not 
poſſible, that you could live 
ſo near him, for ſo long together, and _ 
54 ; + uc 
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With him about the great Concerns of Eten 
nity. „CC ẽ⁵ ( 4 15 G88 
Aunchith. 1 was afraid of being too Trou: 
bleſome to hit. ie g 
--Theoph.. Let me ask you then again: Do 


vou not remember that Injunction af the 


St. Times Apoſtle St. Fames, Is any ſick * Let him call far 


F 5. I; 


In *Y 5 * 


} 1 
þ Y " + bz 4 


he Elders of the Church : And let ibem pray oner 
him, &c. And tell me, I beſeech you; Does 
this Fear keep you from troubling the Lawyer, 
When your Eſtate is in Danger, or the Phyſ- 


_ cian in Time of Sickneſs? Or is an eternal 


Eſtate of infinite either Happineſs or Miſery 
of leſs Concern to you, than this ſhort unces- 
tain Life, and its periſting Enjoyments ? Be- 
ſides, Theodorus is a very good Man, and take; 
Care of his Charge. And I know him ſo Well, 
that I dare anſwer for him, he would efteemit 
2 Kindneſs, rather than a Trouble, to gi 
him an Opportunity of aſſiſting you, in the 
weighty Affairs of the other Life. I have 


_ 5 ragement, that of this uuße Pariſh, ſo few 
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have ever come to him for 
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b a % © 
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is Direction. He 


is not content with the diligent Diſcharge ef 
his Office in Publick, but would heartily; re- 


* 4 
; — 
190 1 4 Ar. 


zoioe in having more Opportunity of conyelt- 


ee figg in private with any of his Pariſhioners, 


that would lay their Caſe before him, and 
would be ſure to give them the beſt Reloly- 
tions he ſhould be able of all their Doubts, 
and the fitteſt Inſtructions for the Managemest 
of their Lives here, and the Preparation they 


are to make for another hereafter. Nor can 


any one take a more effectual Courſe for pa- 
moting his own eternal Salvation, than oy 
& 1 32 | ; t US 


* * 


under Sithneſs, © 


\ 


A 


thus d 
ficulti. 


when 


when 
Man, 
ſeek fc 
to this 

ith. 

me 

on 
oo 
may | 
this R 
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thus difcloſinghis: Weakneſſes; and Faults, Dif- 
ficulties and Dangers, in order to a Cure, 

when in his greateſt Health and Vigour. But 
when Sickneſs comes, and Death threatens a 
Man, he is ina peculiar Manner engaged to 
ſeek for all the Aſſiſtance that can be had, and 
to this End to acquaint his ſpiritual P hyſician +29 43 

ith che. | Maladies of 2 his Soul, after the D 8 

facts Manner as he would the Doctor or Sur 
geon with the Diſeaſes or Sores of his Body ; HKD 2h 
that ſo whenſoever Death ſhall ſeize him, he 
may by no Means be unprovided for it. For | 
this Reaſon it is, our Church directs, that when Rubrick 
any Perſon w fiat, Notice ſhall be given to the Adj: before the 


* 


viſter of the Pariſp, to the End he may come Offes for 


and viſit him; and very juſtly, this being a 2 
Seaſon wherein his Help is more eſpecially re: Sick. 
quir d, upon account of the near Relation that is 
betwixt Sickneſs and Death; becauſe there is 
then a more eſpecial need of his Prayers, and 
becauſe, moreover, the [ſick Perſon is ordina- 
rily more attentive: to the Advice given him © 
for the Good of his Soul, than thoſe. wo 
ſeem at a greater Diſtance from their latter 
End, whoſe Thoughts are taken up with thoſe 
ordinary temporal Affairs, wherein Men ate 
generally too deeply immerſe c. 


_ Anchith. I own my Fault, and will "rake 4 


. 


Care to amend it. It is now about his Tie 3.0. 

of Prayer; but if God ſpare my Life till bs 
Afternoon, {4 will beg the Favour of a 'Viſhe +4), 
from him, and will freely-unboſom my ſelf 
him, and L hope I ſhall not repent of it. 

Euſeb. Take my Word for it, you will nor. 
- 'Philog. Vou had beſt ſend immediately he- ry 
fore bong to Church, to beg his Prayers for 
you there, and thoſe of the:\ Congregation, | 
and themlet him know that v0 ung 
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Patience under Sicineſs, 
g's! 4 Fs * 

him to ſee you in the Afternoon, as ſoon as Au 

with Convenience he can. ved, t 

Anebitb. Then I muſt give you the Trou- ſenſibl, 

ble of calling my Servant, and ſending him have 

© Philog. I will do it without Delay. a Guic 

Thbeopb. You muſt reſolve beforehand to and ſo 

deal plainly and ſincerely with him; and con- cerns 

ceal nothing that lies upon your Conſcience; prolon 

or wherein you want his Direction, but to giv to avo: 

him a true State of your Caſe. And then it ſent I 

will be his Care to tell you how far you ate when 

Right, and where you have miſtaken your Theo 

Way, whether you are found in the Faith, dom I 

regular in your Deportment, hearty and fer- for ſo 

vent in your Devotions; and how you ma Tam 1 

beſt rectify whatſoever is amiſs in any of theſs W- Benefi 

EReſpects. He will examine into your Diſpo- ceed ti 

ſition for leaving this World, and your Title ed, th 

to a better,” that ſo you may be able ro-make in this 

a Judgment, how it is like to fare with your his An 

immortal Soul; will pray with you for the but thi 

Pardon of your Sins, through our Saviour ready, 

Mediation, and for the Aſſiſtance of the hoh) now tz 

Spirit, duly to qualify you for whatſoever Euſe 

ſhall be determined for you z and at laſt, if he ſure it 

| ſee juſt Grounds for it, will according to the 

Authority committed to him by his Lord and | 

Maſter, and in Obedience to the Churchs low, a 

RNubrick fur Command, upon your humble and bearty Requeſt, Gentle 

the Viſita· 3 to you the comfortable Words of you wi 

tim of the: Abſolution; that fo, if it ſhall pleaſe God to ing he; 

Sick. Take our good Friend from amongſt us,; vou 

may depart in Peace, wich a quiet Conſci- other 

vnce, and à ſure Title to afar better Eſtate in WW ation: 

the Manſions of Bliſs and Glory”; that «when mentio 

Jour earthly Houſe of this Taberuache ſhall d di. preſen 

vel, you "may have a Building ofs Godz-an Houſe i tude fe 

"wor made vii Hands, eternal in ubi Heavens. 5." SEN 

ved „ Anchith. 
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\ «Anchirks/: FRY: heiddlyiaſhumed ahdia tie. 
— that I never conſider d this before. Lam 
ſenſible it has been a great Neglect, that I 
have not made better Advantage of lo,uſeful 
a Guide, ſo faithful a Miniſter of .God's W | 
and ſo effectual a Help in the important Con- 
cerns of my Soul. And if it pleaſe, God to 
prolong my Days, I will take „ ecial Care 
to avoid the like Folly for the N At pre- 
ſent I will wait with Patience for his coming, 
when he ſhall be at Liberty. 
Theoph. I hope you wall pardon, the Free- 
dom I have taken with you, and I thank you x 
for ſo readily — to my Advice; and "I 
I am ſatisfied you will ſoon be 7 enfible of the 
Benefit of it. In the mean Time I ſhould pro- 
ceed to conlider the Doubt you but now. ſtare- 
ed, that the Puniſhment God lays upon you 
in this World, is a more probabſe Token of 
his Anger, than of his Favour towards you; 
but that I find we have tired you too much al- 
ready, and it is therefore high Time that we 
now take Leave of you. 
Euſeb. Let us therefore Withdowes 1 am 
fre it muſt be * for ae, that we 
8 5 
1 of cannot deny but 1 my. Spiis — | 
low, and Lam no Company for you. Bu 
Gentlemen, 1. cannor. part with 779 Noſe 
you will be ſo kind as to appoint anothe; 925 
ing here in a few N that if it pleaſe a co 
ſpare my Life till then, I may partake'of 
other. of .your comfortable AT, uſeful Obſer- 
vations z and particutarly' as to the N now 
mention id concerning God's Hand 157 me EAA ; 
preſent. I am not able to expreſs my*Grat 
tude for the Benefic of this kind Vie And 
| it 
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Kas Met with ſo favourable 4 Re 


0 m 
Hains, 4 may but promiſe my ſelf ſome 2 
of the lame: rexiving Cordial. Sins! 


e Since the Diſcourſe you' ave bend 


be ready at any Time to give n y Artendatice 
and d ae beſt Set vice 11 Za be _ 


. 5 b And 5 moff willingly. © * 
bilog. L am ſure 1 ſhall be as eee | 

ther ſuch Interviewz#nd {ome farther like Con- 

Verſation, as you can poſſibly be; and there- 

fore ſhall by no Means abſent my fell, if T have 


Lite -and-Heakb, and de not inevitably bre 


vented. EA 4 : Gol ius 15 
ebe 1 mot hege Hank on al. Bu 
when may 1 hope for-this Fevour 7 $00 OT 


Dees It Mall not be long before you 
aa. again With. Our oye) pet 
waill-ſertle che Time among} o 


: 4 C b 


- 1; Apghich,.; I am much oblig d to you "il And 
I hope you will not fail, of being as» good as 
your Words, and ig as little Time as may de. 
aſeb. Lou need abt fear us. ſtunt 5 
Anchith. I haye had too much Experichs 
of your! Goodneſs to delten it. But my great 
Deſire of more of the ſame Entertainmẽnt puts 
me up thus preffing yop to confirm you 
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3 I am ge to leave my dear Friend. 
But I think it is now more than Tim for you 
to try, if ydu can recover your Spirits, too 
much exhauſted by ſo long a Viſit. 


Theoph. Dear Anchitbanes, it is neceſſary 
we ſhould take Leave of you: bur i it will not 
be long Cer we renew your Trouble, In the 
mean Time we ſhall all be ſure to pray for 


And ſo 2 | 
you. n a IS comm 4 to * 1200 _ 
protection. . e wv 1 
4 TI |» 1 2 My 945 4% ft 
q: 1 2 ; . 
174 1 A TAS PF A | 5 * 4 * 4 
1 20 114 4 4 | 6 
os | p y 7 
by EY TS * ** * 2 * — PY * Js, *4 
* * + 4 Y * * %4 1 * 4 w# 1 : q 
ho * F 2 * : - y PF © 
* . a oo : 4 I ns 
_—_ — H on — . v (OS 
n *. % * 41 * * * N 
8 1 * £ & 1 _ 5 * 
89 8 9 ene 
: 5 I & & ＋ 4 ws 3.x * 
2 a 4 © % 
1 * 3 * 4 6 zo — 
F A * 2 * 1 
: 4 e 9 o 2 80 N — - — ISS 
th. 0 * Py Y - * 1 
5 1 "i aun 1 5 * * — — WS FEY 4 
7 [4 C2 & * — * — i 91 S; X 1 24 1 * 
* * 1 
7 - w 4 
; 1 4 © 
* , [3 * 
— 1 4 „ 
' + 
x 4 3 
. ; * 
Fi q SA : b . 
7 * 11 1 a 2 8 # 
nn *. * 6 5 nf aw bt & 5 % J 4 4 , * . * 4 : 44 \ i & 
1 g N » 
4 * * 0 mn 9 5 — N 1 2 .. # EY 8 5 * 4 
1 g A 283 0 5 * : ö Y » 
| 1. 4& 
? s „„ Af h BYE Po m 
5 ; 1 . Fd 
* , x „* = ; docks 
© a4 ag * * 1 %* +3 * * 
Py : { = * r * 
# * / * 17 
* = - * 1 4 
* DT: 
„ 
14 * . a 7 
, x 11 ba 
s x * . wy $4 S# 4, 
* 
1 
* 4 11 „ 
3 4 — L363 * 
. 0 * 
3 1 
— * 1333 4 i & 1544 
* — os — — — 
£ * #*% 4 { \ * * % of |; 
F p * 
89 
* — a * * 
3 : # 
* * 
1 * 
Ss * 
. 
* 3 « þ , 
L * 2 * 
en T. 
. : 8 | he 
wy 1 7 
E & 24.45. e245 
oy r ” 1 "* 
* * $4 73 a A * 
1 L : * 4 N 4 
,n % 4 
— ; + 
4. 17 
4 F+ If * by s ® x * 4 
2. 
. 


DON can 


. —w—— . ee * 
"x be \ = = i a 9 a 


8 


2 — — 


— —ê 


5K 
— Peg] 
8 4 = W 
s, 
= 


| The great 
B. ueſit of 
having 
conſulted 
the ſpivi- 
tal Phyſi> 
cian. 


Three Days hence, but yet paſſing not far 
from you, I could not have pardon d my ſelf, 


enquire after you: And I am heartily rejoi- 


could not but be very glad. 
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M Y dear Friend, we hare 
appointed to be with you 


if I had not come a little out of my Way to 


you fo much better than we lf 
Ou. 'f 8 g 
_ Anchithanes. You are very kind in thus 
concerning your ſelf for me. But pray how 
do you know I am ſo much better ? You find 
me where you left me; and why de vo think 
eee, CD TR ET 
Theoph. You look more chearfully, and 
ſeem eaſier than you were. But the chief 
Cauſe of my Congratulation is, that as 1 
came, I had the good Fortune to meet with 
Theodorus, who gave me a good Account. of 
you, and that he took you to be in a fair Way 
of Recovery. For which you may be ſure | 


Aucbith. It is like your ſelf to ſhare in the 
Welfare or Affliction of your Friends; and 
I return you a Thouſand Thanks for this and 
WM Your Favours. s. 

eoph. I was heartily glad too to find that 

Theodorus had been with you. 3 


3 


. _ is Goa "kind Indeed He "ne | 
been here Three Times in theſe Two Days 
fince I had the Happineſs ef your laſt Viſit; 
and has promisd « to ſee me again in che Eve. 


Tb. And are you Rill-of Opinion, that 
he thinks it a Trouble to attend upon you, or 
* . that you ay to delire | is Afi. 

— bs 

Anchith. His Readineſe to vi it, me effe@y- 
ally ſhews'the contrary, and makes me aſha- 

2 that 1 have had no. better Thoughts of 

i. © - 

Tbeopb. 1 op. you have been ſo much 
525 own Friend, as to den] freely and open - 
with him, and acquaint him with all 


bts, e with the Reaſons of OA 
and in hore that ou have impartially 1a 
before him the _ Stare of your Soul, 
taken his J udp nt upon it. 
| Anchith, To tell you the Truch, 1 15 nd of has 
foms 2 "in expoſing my Shame before wing deal? 
well brought my ſelf to t {ary an; 


and war} Paw, deal very frankly with wh” And 1 open'y "_ 
thank God that I did fo ; for I find my Mind 
much more at Baſe ſince ; and 1 hope his 5 | 


Alliftance: wr de of ererlalting Advantage 8 
me. 


Av" you at an „ Time aſhamed to 
tell your ' Phyſician the ature. of Your Di- 


Anobith. I know no Read for that. 
Tbeopb. Is not the Caſe then the fame in 
relation to your ſpiritual Phyſician, the Doc- 


tor of your Soul ? And 2 ſhould you not 
wn as 5 free with him? | 
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my natural Conſtitution, or perhaps ig 

lome. Caſes. the Stroke of God's immediate 

Hand u on me. een bene, 

Theoph. Not always ſo, but too often Sick. 

*neſs and Diſeaſes,” and Death it ſelf; are the 
Effects of Men's own Vices and Folly. * But] 

do not any Way ſuſpect this to-be'Anebithaners 

| Gn, and therefore you may pleaſe to pre 
Anebitb. | Sickneſs, I ſay, odio 
ing, is what we cannot avoid, and therefore 
may juſtly be ſorry for it, but have no Cauſe 

to be aſham'd of it. But my Sins are my own 
Faults, and ſo caſt a very ill Reflection upon 

me, and are a ſtrong. Temptation to ſtudy 

how I may moſt ſecurely conceal them. And 

this made it ſo: hard for me to diſcover them 

:T was afraid, left I ſhould loſe Theodoris's good 
Opinion of me for ever; and if he ſhould 
ever ſpeak of them to others, as we are gene- 
rally too apt to do, I ſhould not xnow how to 
new my Face abroad, if it ſnould pleaſe Gol 


no to hope he may: 


No Danger Theoph. O Sir, you ſeem a 3 
ef bis di. to this Sort of penitential Proceedings, The 
wvlging Prieſt is ſtrictly oblig d not to diſcover what 
M4 be is told in Confeſſion. And he muſt be 2 
wealed to VETY inconſiderate Man, and no Way deſer- 
him. ving his ſacred Character, ho will do at: 


count. For you may reſt aſſured, that one of 
Theodorus's Piety and Prudence, and diligent 
Care of his Pariſh, ll cover le GUI o ſo 
highly indiſcreet and irregular an Aion, 
to divulge what is thus ſecretly committed to 
him in Confeſſion. Though if this on O 


rr 


_ 4, Ancbith.... Becauſe my Sickneſs-is the Effet 


+ + ©» » to reſtore me to my former Health, as I begin 
| bf 3 By 


that you need be in no Pain upon that Ac. 


at preſe 
Opinio 
fear loſ 


ture yo 
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Heaven 
it ente 
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nien of 4 


foulerand.more aggravared than there is Rea- 1, fe. 
ſon to ſuppoſe they are. For if there x Foy in any Free- 
Heaven over & Sinner that repenteth, | how ſhould dim of th 
it enter into your Head to imagine, there, 8. Lake 
ſhould-not be Joy likewiſe upon che ſame Ac- 3 oo 
count, amongſt all the ns 


| igit; all the good Men that are let 
inco che Secrer: of it ? Had your Sins been 
erer ſo heingus, abundantly more ſo than I 
can poſſibly expect of my Anchitbanes, gu 
good Man upon the Notice of them, would 

reſently conclude this Diſcovery, to proceed 

rom a through Conviction of the Evil, an 
Danger of them, and a hearty Sorrow and 
Contrition for them, and ſo would rather ho. 
nour and love you for your Repentance, than 
light or undervalue you for ſuch former Miſ- 
carriages. Which now he no longer looks 
upon as yours, becauſe he knows you, have re- 
nounced them, and ſought to God for the Par- 
don of them, and reſolved by his Grace and 


Affiſtance watchfully to refrain from them for 
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the Remainder-of Your Life. 1 evils; at; 3 IF . 
. Anchjth, He has promis d me never to let what 
be has heard frpm me be known to any one. 
And T hope he will be as good as his Word, - 
Thpeopb. My Life for yours he will. And 
e therefore prevail with you never to give 
your ſelf the leaſt Pain in that reſpect. What- 
erer you have acquainted. him with, depend 
upon it, all isas Less Dy were yet conceal'd = 
N +) 4 II 74 3 © 420 
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fe me, as often as the other Afra 


en OE clieve me, he i dtd of dee wil 


Acts 20. 
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in u yötr dot Breaft( But pra den me, did he 
not take it v vety Kihal hi 8 ſent to hit? 
Auchith. He tlanked me Oper and ber 


_ again; and told me he G 7 Len 
18 


gr = erich would permit, till it: ſhalf pleaſe 
«ne ther to reſtote me to Health, for rate m me to 
e ek, eee E 
2 Weopb. Then'y ou wog on le n th 
W right in 2 1005 to apply to him 


— 2 1 Hpchith ſo. Y Freely and tankt 
rk. it. om, 


Divines, thoſe faithful Miniſters of God, 
74 be berg tb themſelves, and td rhe Flock our 
Þbith the Holy Ghoſt barb made them QOverſerrs, 1 
el the Chavch of God, which be bath pure 
ih bas ws Blood; and of whom trioft 100 
fable Author, as well as an ide fatigable Pro- 
moter of Chriſtian Piety and Devotioh, by lis 
Exemplaries of Life in all Reſpecks no le 
than by his excellent and uſeful critings, te- 
ſtifies, that they would not only be cot- 
* tent, but very much rejoice to allift itt dll 
"BY Jo iritual Aﬀairs, ſuch as. ſhall fake A = 
* in on theſe Accounts; 5 and would take 
1e for a great Comfort and Encouragement 0 
te their Labours, if they could find their P+- 
* N ready upon all Occafjons, to con- 
te ſult them in the Concerns of theit "Soult, ei. 
ther for the Þfru#ion of their France, or 
the Reſolution of their Dodbts, for Direttion i 
+ order to the avoiding or withſtanding ” 
kation, for their W under Thu 
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« Afflictions, or for the beſt Method of ob. 
© taining! Pardon of their Sins, and quierin 
be their Confciences. HAMA MAGN? AR: WHEY: 
Aucbitb. This is ſo natural a Deſeription of 
Theodoras, ſo far as I can judge, by what Con- 
verfation L have hitherto had with him, and 
the ſingular Benefit and Comfort I have recei- 
ved by it, that it looks to me, as if that wor- 
thy Gentleman had had him particularly in 
| his Eye, whilſt he wrote this. 
- Theoph. You" ought not to imagine that; 
for there are many ſerious and devout Gentle- 
ment of the Clergy, that are equally ready 
to execute their Office at all Times, and upon 
all Occaſions However, you lee by this Time 
that the Miniſters of God are of ſome other 
Uſe, than purely to pray to God in the Church, 
and to preach to the People, and acquaint 
them with the Nature, and perſwade. preſs, and 

urge them to the conſciencious Obſervance of 
their Duty, and to adminiſter the Sacraments 
in publick. Theſe are noble Offices; and 
muſt be acknowledged well worthy of a di- 
vine Commiſſion, in order to the good Suc- 
ceſs of them But yet theſe are not all tlie 
Purpoſes, for which they are commiſſionꝭd and 
empower' d to act in God's Name; bur there 
are, as I ſaid, many other good Uſes to be 
made of idheni- nns 7 112 nent 1 
Anchith. Good Uſes! Yes; admirable Uſes Anchi- 
indeed. And ſo L now find experimentally to thanes's | 
my no ſmall Comfort and Benefit. Bor-which 1 , &f ine 
mightily, condemn my ſelf, that I had not un- 2 
derſtood it ſooner. Had I made the ſame Ad- cnfulred - 
Fe: vantage of Theodorxs's Converſarion formerly; hi Pariſt- 
chat have done theſe Two Days laſt paſt, I . 


e Fe. ſhould have been far wiſer and bene" and 
i WH quicter and leſs diſturbed in my Mind, and 
ions, N TY : - Bl | 
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fitter for either this or the other Life; than 1 
* For he has not only prayedd ef. 
fectually and fervently with me and for me, 
dut has examin'd and advis d me from Time 
to Time to examine my own Soul, and ſes 
what Judgment I am to paſs upon m ſelf, 
what Grounds I have for a deep Humilſiation 
and Repentance, and what for a ſure Truſt in 
Soc through Chriſt, what Opinion I ought to 
have of this tranſitory Life, and its unſatis. 
factory and periſhing! Enjoyments, and What 
of the unconceivable infinite Glories of thẽ 
other; as alſo what indiſpenſable Obligations l 
St. John ndl all Mankind are under; to; labour not fm 
6.27. tis Meat that periſbes, hut for that which-endures 
| te everlaſting Life, more convincingly than by al 
the dermons chat Ihave ever heard him preach 
11:Throph. Vou fee; cherefore the Advantage of 
pv ate Converſation with ſuch a Man. lt is 
not tobe ſuppos d his unpremeditated Dif 
couſe ſhould be really: better than his ſtudied 
Sermons, duherein he had well conſider'd be- 
fore: hand what he was to ſay. And that it 
proved more uſeful to you, might procsed in 
Part from your preſent Circumſtances, which 
might not improbably make you more atten- 
tive to What he ſaid, and ſo it might mabe a 
greater Impreſſion upon you than at other 

Times. But what ] take to be the chief Cay 
obo che Benefit you mention from ybur Con- 
+2 gerfation-with him, is that you had the Con- 
venience of prapounding your Doubts and 
Scruples to bim, and begging: of him td er. 
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lain himſelf in any Point, herein vou did 
L = nattake him right at firſt; which is à Liber 
ty you couid not have when he ſpake from 
bag Fulpit. MR 11. 117 429. SYS 
bl boi n ar bci 935 Dis T1 
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Ancbith. It may be ſo. But this i am ſure 

of, what he told me ſeem d clearer to me, 

and more affecting; than any Thing I ever 

heard from him before. 0 N unit 
Tbeopb. I take it for granted, you will not 

forget to return your unfeigned Thanks to 

God for ſetting home what he ſaid upon your ; 

Heart to ſo good Advantage. 1575 
Ancbitb. By no Means. I look upon it as 

a great Mercy of God, and deſire to be trub 

thankful to him for it, and to bleſs and magni- 

fy his holy Name, for vouchſafing to take ſuch 

Care of me. My Doubts concerning my fu- 

ture State are now in ſome Meaſure ſatisfied, 

and I hope to have them more ſo, wien 


de ſhall be a little better at Leaſure ſor it. 


„ 
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lle and hearty Requeſt, he gives me Hope of re. 4 77 64 


Se yon 

Grace immoveably to perſiſt in it. ] τ ue 

Anchitb. Theſe are the principal Advan- 
tages I receiv'd from Theodoruss Viſits. But 
theſe are not all; for there is another of no 
Imall Importance, though in no wiſe to be 
compar d with hat relates to my God my 

Savioury my Soul, and Eternity. He has put 
me in Mind of a great Neglect af aglifferenc 
Nature, that might have prov'd ref very ill 


- Conſequence, if it had pleas d God tô have 
ſnatohd me away without Warning; or if! 
had had Time, but had not mer wick ſuch a 

faichſul Monitor. d fi rot bugs! 

inded to make a Diſpoſſtion of your tempo 
1 Concerns, as every wiſe Man 'pught t 
O. DRE a Nb Dong of er Ren 
Anabith. Lou have hit it I: confeſs" have 
put off making my Will till my latter Endp a 
too many others do; and ſo was in great 
Danger of leaving all-in Confuſion, and ver 
much — 5 Mon 36) : 
be Faul. Theopher: This, as you ilay,:15-too-generals 
of vet diſ. Fault, namely, that Men put off their Wills 

25 3 as they do their Repentance, to a ſick Bed; 

| ders! here ard ſo too frequently! never make them at all. 
in the But ſince y au Are now ſenſible of the bad Ef. 

Time of be" 2 of ſuch a Neglect, P truſt you will not 

Health. defer it any longer, leſt you ſhould-happen 

« 41), tos die inteſtate, and your Eſtate ſhould de- 

ſcend otherwiſe than you intended, and per- 

muaaps a great Part of paves give in coſtly and de- 
ſttuctive Law - Suits; And moreover; leſt ſuch 
Animoſities ariſe hereby, —— ſuch Rela- 
tionsas you would moſt wiſh to live in Friend- 
ſhip and mutual Affection, as may never be quite 
healed whilſt They live, or for ſome. Time af. 
terwards. Some of them alſo may be expord 
to Extremity of Want, when you are gone 
whom a ſmall ſeaſonable Legacy 2 þ 
lieve, and put into a Way of living. Aud if 
eny Debts be owing, they may not be ſo 
punctually and duly, or at leaſt ſo timely paid, 
as: they ought to be, for want of your D 
fections concerning them. And in à Word, 
1 3 | 2 Wil. chan perle might 
ue for Want of a Will, than perhaps ,youerr 
e  * © 0p 
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Legacies to the Sons of his Concubines; ant 
noted afterwards of Achitophel, as an Inſtance 1 
of common Prudence, that he put bu Honſe 2 19 


is, ſays Biſhop Patrick upon the Words, be fer 
tld bu Afairs, ani diſpos d «> Efe; But the 0 
Prophet Iſaiah was ſent to King Hezekiab wien 

a poſtive Commiſſion to ſet b Houſe in order 


before kis Death. For fo it is Wrltren, Is cheſt 2 king: 


Days was Hexekiab ſick unto Death: And ibe 20. 1. 
Prophet ſalab the Son of Amoz tame to bim, a 
ſaid unto bim, Thas faith the Toru, Set thine Hon 
in order, for thou ſhals die, and not Jive.” Here kin 
was like to die, and one Requiſite you ſee in 
order to his doing it aright, Was firſt to ſer bi 
buſe in order, of in other modern Terms, to 
make his Will. A Work wich ought to be 
done by every one who has any Store of 
worldly Goods to diſpoſe of, and does not re. 
folve that they ſhould all deſcend as the La r 
directs, to the next Heir or Heirs, But which 
never can be done at all, if not dene befor 
Death comes; and hardly /aright;" and as 1 
ought to be, if not before the Man is very 
ſick, and near his End. And accordingly”* Bux- 
forf tells us of the Fews, that when any of them 
bie happen 06 Bo Yangaogty ae 6: 00 
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ha 3 che. Nb, or other. af -his 3 
if he be a rich Man, their firſt Advice to hin 
is about the Settlement of his Ef are; + Our 
Shurch 1 confeſs does not ſo, but allows the 
Precedence. to that which is of 1 I 
ter Condern to the ſick Man, the Car 
immortal Soul. But then it ſubjoins this Bu- 
. the of. brick, F be bave not before diſpoſed. of be Goods, 
fies for the let bim then he admoniſh'd to male his Mall, and t 
Fi 5 declare his Debts, what he oweth,' and what o. 
9 5 bit ing to him, for the better diſcharging of hs Con- 
© ſexence „ and the Duietneſs of b e Add. 
ing moreover, that Aden ſhould be put in Remem- 
brance to take Order for the fertli f their tein 
ral Eſtates, whilſt i are in Health. © 
Ancbirb. I, wiſh I had conſider d chis * 
nA : Co; for ſo. IJ ſhould have taken ren Mes 
or ſures than I have done 
Theoph. .. I. add farther, it will * a 8 
faction to your ſelf to think, that as you hae 
preparing for another Stare,.that you may 
die in Peace, and be recen happy in 
a better World, ſo you have nt deen wanting 
co do your, Part, towards making your Relz- 
tions and Friends, and ſome Objects of your 
0 & as, eaſy and erg 7 JOE An 
3 9 
Anchith. Vour N em to me 125 
juſt, and I have nothing to ſay againſt them. 
And I muſt, 5 acquaint you, that [ 
have already ſear for an Attorney, Juſt before 
bei came in; 1258 . for ought Iknow, he may 
r | 
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inthe, Houſe his Lime. 4 nen! 
„ Tbecpb. This ſhould haye been done before 
it. being the proper Work of ons in perfect 
Health, when he is able rightly to conſider all 
he does, -and has moſt Time for it, 
both to a it the more ee d to4 
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himſelf of the Trouble of it, when he ſhall fr 
come to languiſh upon a. Sick-Bed, at which 


Time he will be ſure to have Buſineſs of ano- 


ther Nature upon his Hands. 10% en 518 
Anchitb. I am now truly convincd of m 
Error, in having deferred it thus long, and 
therefore think it Time to do it now, withoi 
any farther Delay. And if ic ſhould. pleaſe 
God to reſtore me to my Health, which at 
preſent J ſee little Reaſon to expect, and will 
not therefore truſt to any Hopes of it; if it 


— 


ſhould pleaſe God, I ſay, to reſtore me to my 
Health, I will never be without a Will by me; 


to prevent all the foremention d Inconvenien- 


cies, I did not think my Life to be ſo ſhort as 
Inow apprehend it may be; and this made 

me more careleſs and dilatory than I ought by 
any Means to have ben 

1 Theoph. Wherefore now you ſee Cauſe tO 
blame your ſelf, for having ſo long truſted to 

ſo great an Uncertainty, and to be thankful 
that you was not totally diſappointed by it. 
Now you may ſee, no Man fore of his Liff 

for any Time, and none therefore but ought 

to have all Things in readineſs for a Change, 
whenſoever it ſhall come; as poſſibly it may 
very ſpeedily. Me know not what: ſhall be on the St. James 
morrow. Fur what i your Life ? It i even a Va- 4. 14. 
pour that appeareth far. a little Time, and then ua- 

wſbeth away! ©: 10) e ws C0 
: *Anchith, I am ſo throughly ſenſible of my 
Folly, that L will delay this neceſſary Work 
no longer. Some body there deſire the Attor- 
ney tO come up. e e . 8 *A A7 4 
- .Theoph. Then Ancbitbanes, I will take Leave 
of you till Thurſday next, when, as I told you, 
erg appointed to be here again, as you 
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1 Aid 1 eg of en h a Means 6 whene 
lende me. e ü 0: 2m Wants 
-0!Fheoph. - A Buſinef of ſuch-s Mawes as you e 


are now. going about, ought; "for divers Rex Verla, 

, to Pe done with Privacy; and ir will Ius, me 
tefore be beſt to leave you and the Auer. „ L. 
wy to your ſelves, I called as 1 was: paſſing WM ner, 4 
As ar off, to ſee how you were, bug had ug ' er 

Thoughts of interrup N 5 0 Aﬀairs 12 make 1 
Moul — to diſpatch. righteo 
Anchitb. I cannot let you ur int. 
thing 66 order, but — tre on hay 
be privy to; and beſides, 1 mr nd in Need 
of your' Advice; and Wa pray let me 
des your Stay, if it be 1 A 


. ſelf. 
| You ſhall n 5 
Attorney. Sir, I am very for my to find fo 
worthy a Gentleman, and 12 we all moſt 
deſervedly honour and eſteem, in ſo wenł 
Condition. I heard, Sir, you was pleas g to 
ſend for me, and am come accorlling y doe 
ceive your Commands. ' £17; 
| Anchich. I thank you, Sir. Bleſſed be Col 
1 am ſomewhat better than I was, but how- 
ever, {till as you ſee ſick and weak, and know 
not how ſoon I may leave the World ; and be- 
ing *defirous, in the mean Time, to make a 
Diſpoſition of what it has pleaſed Almighty 


God to give me in it; I ſent to beg the Fs 
vour of you, of making ng_my' Will. And [ 
chank my God, I am as ready to leave thek 


tranſitory Enjoyments, as ever I was to receive 

them. "Tod I cannot but be pleas'd'in my felt, 

to think that ever ſince I came to the 

tance of them, I have always made them to 

ſerve, not to rule and goveru tnę; and at all 

Times could be content to part with chem 
b whenever 


— But, if * pleaſe, we. will 


whenever” 'God's' e or my | Neighbours 
Wants, requir d it of me. 


Tbeopbh. So St. Jobe Ade; rs i 2s x St. Joh. 
World, neither the Thing of the World ; aſſuring 2. . 
us, moreover, that a Man love "the World, 
the Love of rhe Father u not in him. In like Man. 
ner, as our bleſſed Saviour declares it, impoſſible St. Mit. 
to ſerve God and Mammon; and commands to 6. 2 
mike to our ſelves Friends of rhe Mammon of Un- gt. Luke. 
righteouſneſs, _ when we fail: they receive 16.9. 

as into ing Habitations. And ou 

have taken This Courſe, appears from you 

Indifferency as to theſe temporal O64 Thikes, - 

according to the Doctrine of our bleſſed Lord; 

105 Jour: Treaſure 45 there will your” Heart be Se. Mit. x. 
0 ; e 
Ancbitb. I muſt own 1 have in ſome Mea- 

ſure made this my Study; „though with a great 

many Faults and Failings. But I heartily with „ 

had done it more, and to better Purpoſes. 


An. It is great Pity, Sir, this Work is 
now to do. However, ics nor yet t60 late; | 
and m if you will pleaſe to give me your 
Inſtructions, I will take Care faith ly to Pur- 


ſue them. 

Anchith, © Begin n News of God, 4 The der 
JAnchithanes, of the Pariſh of N. in the nes 
of B. an wyworthy Member of the Church | makes — 
as ſettled and refurmed bere in Englan 
through the abundant Merey and Goodneſs if Hg 


though weak in Body, yer of 'a ſountl' and 5 


Underſtanding and Memory, 
laſt Will and Teſtament, and deſire it 


do conſtitute this my 
may be recei- 


ved by all a ſuch. Imprimis, T moſt humbly be- 


queath my Soul to God 


Maker, beſeeching' bis 


/ 


Bequearhs : 
his Soul 


moſt gracious Acceptance of it, through the all- Ee. to God. 
tiert Merits and Mediation of my moſt compaſſionate 
\ . emer, 


, 7 et may = Chriſt = gov Fs W = 
5 an Attonement for my Sins, and is able to ay to WW Conc: 
ol. -2 1 theurmoſtall that de * by him, fee. health 
e g e ever liveth ro, make I Interceffion for Wl loever 
lem; and abo I truſt will not reject me. a retur. Care 
| e enen Sinner, auben 1 come to him for Nin. Much 
e Of A bis . ag and Con Fig 6 1 render np. my Sul Wl Bcd « 
with Comfort, humbly, eſeccbing the 70% weſt with, 
1 ond Yi ee ook God ay 39 7 moſt mer * | 
| 81 gracious, 5 £0: repare- me the Time NC, 
1 Din, and then 13 me to bimſelf, i e gin m. 
. | Reſt, and incomparable Felicity, which Wl ines 
be, has peer 17 2 that love and fe ar. his boj row at 
us Amen, bleſſed God, Amen. many 
>. uM » Thee: : am, glad tg hear you, Chatk deſirot 
” Jrong gl e and hope you will be able to hold s I c 
| out, till, you: ſhall haye finiſh d this neceſſary Wl better 
85 all Work, 124 1 jt muy 811 7 glad ten all 
to ſee you begin. it ſo devoutly religion Atto 
as! 1 teſtify the t .Dil ſos 15 ceed v 
Soul are rg and, the Fitneſs you. have - Ancl 
- brought ; your! ſelf to, for quitting chis rranſk- Wl 4» ef 
tcory, troubleſome, .. wicked. World, > When fal Re, 
ever Four: Time ſhall, come. one 3 f 
55 Anobith. ; If I were not very PETER, and de any ha. 
| yout, now that I have a near View of Eter- WM i. 
T nity, and know not how ſoon, how iS ſoon Theo 
1 ILmay be in it, when {h werd fre The ſtianiry 
BE ſute che greateſt G can dolle have, de fav' 
is to make my Peace with God, and foto per- ¶ oon C 
Fa my Repentance for all my Sins, and my , an. 
Reliance upon his Mercy, through Chriſt, a 490 ag 
that I may have a well- grounded Hope in dar, | 
him, whenſoever my Soul ſhall ſhake: off this Wl Lorber, 
engen Ert Body, and take its rent into SRO egit 
r 33 World. nn . fer d up 
Dod o N Ns, 0 K na th, © bs Fa 5 > brough 
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Tbeoph This, it is true, is each one's great 5 =» 


Concern; and. there is none, how young, ho- 

healthful, how active, how lively, how ſtrong 1 

ſoever, hut ought to make it his continual: 

Care thus to prepare himſelf for a better State. 

Much more are thoſe who lie upon a Sick - 

Bed called upon, to apply themſelves to git 

with the utmoſt Diligence, before it be too 

late. %% n , B e e: ode 

Anchiths, I thank God Lam not now to be- 

gin my Repentance: It has been indeed the Bu- 

ineſs of moſt Part of Life, though, with Sor 

row and Shame I ſay it, too ſadly defective in 

many Reſpects. For which Reaſon I am nowẽ--.] 

deſirous to compleat it, and make it as perfect 

as I can, that ſo 1 may depart hence tothe 

better Advantage. But I believe he has writ⸗ 

ten all I had directed. Have you not ]5⁊n 

Attor. Les, Sir, and am ready to pro- 

ceed whenever you pleaſe, ee. 

Anchitb. 80 wall I then. | earneſtly beg Par- Beg, Par. 

din of any. I have offended, and am ready to make «on ef any" 

full Reſtitut inn, if I have ignorantly wronged any be 1 God 

mt ; for I a ſure ] have not knowingly. And if far 

any have abus d or injur d me, I freely forgive forgives a 

i. 8 I” 2255 1 1% 21 125 £75 is that offen- \ 

ſoon Theoph, This is ſo neceſſary a Part of Chri- 4M or un. 

Lam i ſtianity, that there is no Hope for any one to τ him. 

ave, de lav'd without it. It is our bleſſed daviourrs 

per- on Command, F thou bring thy Gift to the Al. St. Mat. 5. 

m , and there remembereſt that thy Brother hath 23, 2 ² 

t, a % againſt thee; leave there thy Gift before tibe 

g n er, and ge thy: Il, fit be reconcil , to by 

this Brother, and then come and offer. thy Gift. Though 

cher che Gift were already with the Prieſt to be of- 

I {cd up by Way of Atonement for him that 

5 brought it, yet was no Atonement to be.exs 

beoph. Wl pected by it, it he were 1 of any Affront 1X 
| | 1 0 
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rong done to his Neighbour, and had not 


or W 


ſome Way made up che Breach. And it is there. 


fore our Saviour's Direction, not to pretend to 
any ſuch Oblation, or to hope for any Bene- 


tit by it; till the injurd Perſon have à due 52a. 


o 


tisfaction given him. And if this be neceſſary 

at a Man's: coming with his Gift to the Altar, 

it muſt queſtionleſs be more ſo, when he' is 

going out of the World, and will never more 

have it in his Power to offer at a Reparation, 

The leaſt therefore a true Penitent can do in 

that nice Juncture, is to expreſs his Sorrow, 

and entreat Forgiveneſs of any Provocation 

or Affront given to-whomſoever. But if my 
Neighbour be otherwiſe injur d, by Cheating, 
Extortion, Theft, or whatever Sort of In- 

juſtice, I muſt not only beg his Pardon, but if 

able, muſt make him full Reparation for the 

Wrong it ſelf, and all the ill Conſequences 

that have accrued to him by it; as might ea- 

Gen, 43. ſily be ſhewn from divers Places of Seri 

_—_— And as theſe are neceſſary Parts of ' Juſtice to 
Newb, 5. Other Hand, I am no leſs requir d to be ready 
6, 7,8. to forgive any that has offended me, and to 
1 Sam. 12. come to eaſy Terms with ſuch as have an 
1,3- „Way defrauded or injur'd me, and are deſi 
10 11. tous of Forgiveneſs. St. Paul inſtances in it 25 

Zec 5.3.4. One evident Means of our walking worthy | 
St. Imke ' the Vocation wherewith we are called; that wit 
19.38: Lowlineſs, Meekneſs, and Long ſuffering, we forbear 
. 01 4+: one another in Love; bo — N = 
Ib quires to put on, as the Elect of God boly and be- 
mo 7 2 . loved, Babel of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of 
Mind, Meekneſs, and Long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any Man 
have a Quarrel againſt any; even. as Chriſt for. 


gave you, ſays the Apoſtle, ſo alſo do Ir. 


* 


1 


1 
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it is our bleſſed 'Saviour's politive Determina- 
tion in the Cafe, that whoſoever deſites For- 
RN I e Sins and 


It 
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ranſgreſſions againſt Him, he muſt be fure 


* el 
1 + 4 : 


to clear the Way to it, by forgiving his Bre- 


thren their leſſer Offences "againſt himſelf. 
For, if ye forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, your hea- 
venly Father will alſo forgive your Treſpaſſes But 
if ye forgive not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither will 


our heavenly Father for ive your Tre pulſes. yy 


ny ſelf to die in the 
Faith and Communion of the Chirch of England; 
the ſame Faith that ij taught in the holy Scripture, 

that was profeſs d and maintain d in the firſt and 
prreſt Ages of the Church, and ſeul d zuith the Blood 
of vaſt Multitudes of Martyrs, and # contain d in 
the Three Creeds now in 01 among ſt us; and the 
ora primitive and heſt Communion now in the 
Shops Re ans Hog Faced Ha 

 Theoph, Hereby you will not only ſtand up- 
on Record as'an Orthodox Chriſtian, but do 
alſo bear à laudable Teſtimony againſt che 
Hereticks and Infidels of our Time, who are 
ſo indefatigably ſet upon undermining our 
common Chriſtianicy, and all reveal'd Reli- 
gion. 8e N 


St. Mat. 


6. 14. 15. ö 


Makes 


Profeſſion 


of his 


* 
aa 
= ye? 


Anchith. Nou take it then to be 2 Piece of 


% 


| Juſtice I owe to my ſelf, and to the Religion 


I profeſs, and reſolve by God's Grace to die 


Time. N $ Ca oor e 
Theoph. 1 do ſo; and commend you for it. 
But will you pleaſe to go on.. 
Anchith, Now for wy earthly Part. Be 
pleas d to write; Next I give my Body to the 
Earth, from whence it was taken, in full Aſſa- 
rance of its Reſurrection from thence at the laſt Day, 


M 2. and 


Diſpoſes 


of his 
Body. 


when this Mortal ſhall put on Immortality, Cor. 15. 


53. 
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wal, periſhing Fleſh and Blood, as i erte 
» been, Ker dnferch both ſplendid and durable, like 


ders about your Funeral? 


Orders ; 
his Fu- | ah: | 
nen. cretion of my dear Wife, and my Executors hereafter 


their Money in my Life-time, as little wi 


— 


and this Corruprible Incorruption, 2oken th 


| Phil. 3. Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall change it, rhar it may be 


faſhion'd like to his glorious Body, by the 
mighty Power whereby he 1s able to fubdueall 


Things to himſelf, :hat I ſhall then recerve it again 


wonderfully improv d and 7 not ſuch groſs, 
, 4s it has hitherto 


our bleſſed Saviour's glorified Bod. 
Attor. Will you not next give ſome Or. 
Anchitb., Ves. As for my Burial, 1 defir it 
may be Decent, without Pomp or State, at the Diſ- 


named, who, I doubt not, will manage it with al 
e © ot gn: 
_ Theoph. Herein I perfectly approve of your 


Direction. For though a decent Regard ought 


certainly to be paid to our departed Friends, and 
no good Man will or can think otherwiſe; yet 
in my Opinion all Exceſs this Way is blame- 
able, inaſmuch as I cannot but think it far 
better to retrench from this, what may. be 
handſomely ſpar d, for the Benefit of ſuch as 
are living, that ſe the Wants of ſome in Ne- 
ceſſity may be ſupplied by it. 


-  Anchith. That truly was my Conſideration”; 


and for this Reaſon I ſhall give ſomewhat the 
more to that good Uſe. But, Sir, we 1nter- 
rupt you. Be pleas'd to add, . As to my worldy 
Eſtate, I will and poſitively order, that all my 
Debts, which to my Comfort are but few and ſmall 
be paid out of Hand, if I don t live to pay them in 


ſelf. For, as I never lov'd to keep poor oy out of 


1 allow 
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Anchith. To my dear and loving Wife So- 
phronia, with whom I have liv'd very happily, 
and with mutual Affection and Fidelity for many 
Years, and by whom God has been pleas d to give me 
ſeveral Children, moſt of whom are gone to Hea- 
ven before me, but whereof Three are yet alive, 
though I doubt not but that, ſhe being a very good 
Woman, and a true and ſincere Chriſtian, Almighty 
God will, according to hu Promiſe, be a Hushond 
unto her, and provide for her all Things neceſ- 
ſary for this Life; yet, ſince he has bleſſed me with 
4 convenient Portion of temporal Riches, to ber I 
dive for Term of Life, this Houſe wherein I now 
dwell, with all the Furniture, and the Lands and 
Tenements that lie about it; and after my Death, to 
my only Son Theodoſius, and his Heirs for ever. 
To whom I leave alſo, from the Time of my Deatb, 
my Two other Eſtates ſcituate in the Pariſh of N. 
be paying to each of bis Siſters, Claris and Hy 
ä 00S. nn 


powone, One on 
ore them, and without Iſſue, then bis Land, (all 


but the Value of One' thouſand Pounds; which 1 170 


impowey him to diſpoſe of as be ſhall think fit, 


Aten and belon ally to theſe Two Da 
ters. And I oy my deo dear Wife will be mind 22 


trais them all ap in the * and ae : 


tien of the Lord, as becomes a wiſe, and tender, 


and truly Chriſtian Parent, and who hopes to be u. 


5 wally happy with them in à better State. 
Aitor. At what Time will you mp your 


Two Daughters | Portions hall be due to 


them, if their Brother live? 

Ancbitb. Well thought ws, At wh 44 
One and twenty Years, or Day of Marriage, 
| ſhall firſt happen; and Intereſt at Five por Cent, 


| in the mean Time. > 

Artor. It ſhall be fo. What will you pleaſe 
to have next ? 

Anchith. To my Nephews, Pamphilus and 
Pabltrorus I give each Two hundred Pounds,' and 
to my Neece Irene Three bundred Pounds: To my 
truſty Servant Piſtus I give Twenty Pounds, io 


Harmagathus Ten Pounds, and to ad of my 37 


wants that 2 be ſo at the Time o Death Five 
Pounds. They have been careful o . 2 my Buſineſs, 


and ſerv'd me fairkfully, the ge [Lord reward 


them for it. 
447 What more will vou pleaſe w0 
| Anchith. i Mink I have done as ro-theſe Le 
ies. But let me not forget my 8 _ 
as. who 0we we ſome {ſmall Matters b,, becauſe 
they * in a _ Condition, . hue wel 55 
Pay them remit tbem all, | forgioing ſarb 
ä — free One e 
fo Gini "ſas end 


1d Pounds; And if ber dice 


55 


thing in Charity. 
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Ancbhith. I did ſo; and am bethinking my 
ſelf of the right Method of doing it; I would 
ive Five hundred Pounds, but would wil. 
fingly give it the beſt Way I can, and ſo as 
may moſt effectually anſwer the Deſign of gi- 
yin ic. ORE US OE OSHS 0 + SHITTY 
jp ak I hope, Sir, you will be liberal to 
the Poor of this Pariſh, ſo as that both the 
preſent and future Ages may bleſs your Me- 
mory;: i} 3: <4 11 1 r 
acbb _ Kind to the Poor! Vou mean to 
the Rich; for this Sort of Gifts ſerves only tdb 
leſſen the Pariſh-Rates, and ſo relieves not the 
Poor, but ſpares thoſe who are bound by Law 
to relieve them. Which is a Practice I do not 
underſtand, and for which no body ſhall 
blame me. But yet, that I may not ſeem to 
forget the Place of my Nativity, 1 give Fifty 
Pounds to be diſtributed according to the Diſcretion of 
my Executors, among ſuch of my Neighbours of this 
Pariſh as they ſhall „ to want ſome A. 


Fſtance, but who do not receive Alms, nor have any 


Allowance from the Pariſh. This I think to be 
true Charity, though the other I can by no 
Means reckon to be fo. _ N 3g 


Theoph. What do you think, my Friend, of | 


building an Alms-Houſe for ſome poor old 
Men, or Widows ? This will be a laſting. 
Ancbith. I do not condemn; ſuch as order 


their Charity this Way; but on the other 


Hand, I commend their good Intention init...” 
But yet, I ſee: theſe Sort of Donations ſome 


times quite taken away, by ſome Artifice or 


- o 
” 


other, — ſettled ; al 


„ much 
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much oftner ſo; groſly..abusd, and diverted 
from the Deſign of the Donor,” that I have 
long thought there are much better Ways for 


diſpo = of Charity than this. I am not de. 
firous of being noted by Paſſengers as à Bene. 


factor, but am rather for giving What 1 have 
to beſtow, ſo as that I may be ſure of its co. 
ming to the Hands of thoſe for whom it is in. 
tended. And for this Reaſon, I have choſen 
to diſtribute the main of my Charity in my 
Life- time, when I might ſee the good Effect 
of it, and might be ſure it would not be placd 
on any but as I defign'd it ſhould. - And this 
Method I the rather choſe upon another Ac: 
count likewiſe, becauſe I always eſteem d it 
much truer Charity, andifar better becoming 
our holy Profeſſion, to give out of what Im 
ſelf, have and can uſe, than to keep all ti 
1 die, and then give, though more largely, 
from my Heirs and Executors, when I can en 
Joy it no longer. But I find I. have overtir d 
my ſelf, and muſt therefore forbear for. a 
w ile. ED ES RL SR dy yoo wig th 4 
Theoph. It is now Time to leave you, that 
you may take ſome Reſt, leſt you: ſhould not 
be able to finiſh all to morrow, - as I heartily 


* 


wiſh you oy. „ „ e eee 

Ancbith. Pardon me, good Theophilus, if I 
cannot be of your Mind. [know not aubat 4 
Day may bring forth; and will not therefore 
deter a Matter of this Nature any longer than 
is abſolutely neceſſary. But if you will pleaſe 
to take this Gentleman into the Garden, and 
gather what Fruit you can meet with there, 
you; will be very obliging. I beg alſo you will 
command any Thing my. Houſe affords for 
your Refreſhment, till I hope by God's Bleſ- 
ſing I may be able to proceed. Which if L be, 


- 


I Will 
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5 "of —ofs Temporal Concerns. 
—_ give you Notice of it, and will encrear. 25 
our Return. 0 1 


Tbeopb. badi you may get a tele Sloop, 
when you are 
you for your Civikicy; and ſhall withdraw 


with this worthy Gentleman, till we receive 


our Summons to give our Attendance. 

: Anchith. This little Sleep has refreſh'd me 
very conſiderably ; ſo that we may proceed 
now in the Buſineſs we were upon. Ld 
\ Servant: I hope you may x- 

Anchith. Let TBeopbilus know I's am vw, 
whenever they will — to walk up tr 
beopb. My Friend, how do you 2 
your ie elf —— the little Reſt yon have had: 

Anchitb. My Spirits are but low, but much 
better than when Jou left me; for in truth 1 
was ſo heartily tir'd, I could hold out no lon- 
ger. But now 1 have taken a Sup of my Cor- 
dial, and have got a ſhort Sleep, I am in great 
Hopes I ſhall be able to firiſh without any far- 
ther Interruption; + 

. Atror; You ſeem, Sir, to be reſolv'd againſt 
any: laſting Charit7. t e 

Anchith. Not ſo neither. Againſt an Alms- 
Houſe 1 am; but if either of you can direct 
me to any other, ſuch as I ſhal approve of, 1 
am not reſolv'd againſt it. 

Theoph. | What d 
ſities? 

Ancbirb. I was my ſelf, * ſonts Time, an 
unworthy Member of one of them, and can- 
not but have a Kindneſs for it ever ſince. But 


what do you adviſe to there? A 


Theoph. What if you ſhould found another 
F i "up 5 wu belong 6 to? 
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1 Anchith. bk; That Ool 


Thbeoph. That is true. But it will make an 
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dow'd already. But beſides, I have another 
very ſubſtantial Argument againſt ir, and that 


is the Money I deſign to give, being Three 


hundred and fifty Pounds, will not be fuffi 


excellent Scholarſhip for ſome ingenious hope. 


Ancbitb. It might ſerve very well for that. 
But what do you think of giving it to buy.an 
Advowſon for the College 
Theoph. There I muſt readily concur with 
you, this being a Way of preferring Three at 
once, ſo oft as the Benefice fo purchaſed ſhall 
become vacant: Beſides that, it is as likely a 
Way as can be taken, to have the Pariſh con- 
ſtantly well ſupplied. | And again, there are 
'Two other Advantages in it ; the: one, that 
there is no Fear of a College's diſpoſing of it 
Symoniacally, as private Patrons too — 
do; the other, tha this will be the moſt e 
fectual Way I can think of, to ſecure the 
Tythes from the Invaſion of a covetous Pa- 
tron, and eſpecially if the Pariſh ſhould ever 
happen to be inclos'd, which to my Know- 
ledge has often been the Ruin of the Parſonage, 
where the Lord of the Mannor thus incloſed 
has been Patron. Divers 
could mention, now within the Memory of 
Man. And I think. too great Care cannot be 
taken againſt ſo notorious Sacrilege. ' 
Anchith. Pray, Theophilus, explain your ſelf, 


that I may underſtand how Three come to be 
prefer d at once? NETS 


Theaph. That I ſhall quickly do. For firſt, 


a Fellow being preſented to the vacant Bene- 
fice, a.Scholar is next promoted to his Bellow: 
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lege is very well en 


Inftances whereof I 


terial 


| Filow ef the College y whom oy Van this 


«. of 


of bir T. Temporal Compera. 


ſhip, dil fo Death ode in ade luft Place; 


for "Tome other to iucceed" in his Scholar: | 
Tip. Kren ty 


Wil You 7 * And Lam accor- 
moſt inclinable to this Way of doing 

— to all Three. But hat Security is there, 
2 the Church will be well ſupplied by chis 


pany Abſolute Security : thirs "Op none, 


nor can be any Way. But this Way comes as 
near it as any, becauſe the Living falling to 
ſome Perſon of good Standing in the Uni- 
verſity, and whom the College have no ma- 


terial Exception to, this is as fure-a Way as 


Lean think of to have the Place well nur d with 
a learned and worthy Paſtor. 
Anchith. 1 am ſatisfied this will be a pro- 
per Benefaction, if Three hundred and fifty 
unds would purchaſe a perpetual Advowſon, 
of a Benefice on fuch a Petlon's Accep= 
tance ; but I fear it will not. 


Theoph. I fear it too. -But 3 or Five” 


hundred Pounds will; and you may leave it 


either to the College, or in your Executor's 
Hands, they 


for it, till the 1 ſhall have made it up 


Five hundred Pounds; and to be paid ſooner, 
if they think fit to call it in, and can nf Way 


make it anſwer your intended End. 
Anchith. Will you pleaſe then to write, Sir. 
Attor. What will you pleaſe to have written? 
Anchith. Item, 1 give and bequearh to T. Col- 


75 in the Uni verſity f N. Three hundred and fifty 


Pounds, to purchaſe a 22 Adoowſon of a Be- 
nefice, to be beſtowed, as often as by Death or 
otherwiſe it ſhall- become vacant , pon 


my hs ak and * who" ſhall be 72 
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Fellowſhip it; and J order my Exeeutoi 


i to give Security for. the Payment of that Sum, w- 

114 gether with its Intereſt at Five per Cent. ſo ſom 

in as the College ſhall be ſatisfied that it will ſuſice 
i| | for the intended Purchaſe. ata, 0 5 PE! 
1 Attor. Here are, Sir, but Four hundred 
| _ Pounds yer wen. „ 1 
1 ; Anchith. I know it; and am thinking of ' 


4 Objects for the reſt. - 4 
1 Deoph. What think you of Euſebes, Vicar 
of N.? He is a very good Man, both for his 
Life and Doctrine, and has a large Family, 
and little to maintain them. - 
=_ +, Anchith. Lou ſa right. -Let him have 
_ oy Forty Pounds given him, for putting forth his 
= AI wo eldeſt Sons Apprentices. i 
= Attor. It is done. 0 0 
Anchith. Philotes is a very good Woman, 
but ſtreighten d in her Circumſtances ſince her 


3 | Husbands Death; give her therefore Ten 
=_ 1 to defray che Charges of her late Sick- 
ne 8. þ | | 


C 1 Whom will you think of next? 
Ancbitb. I have already thought of a fit 
Perſon. My Neighbour Arotreas is a very ho- 
neſt laborious Man, but unſucceſsful, and has 
ſeveral young Children. Beſides, he has late- 
ly loſt a Horſe. and Two Cows, which has al- 
moſt broken his Back; and to ſet him up 
again muſt needs be an Act of great Chatit). 
Put him down Tiventy Pounds 
Aitor. It is done. MOM 
Anchitb. What now remains of the Five 
hundred Pounds? N 8 98 
Attor. Sir, you have already diſpos d of 
Fifty Pounds, Three hundred and fifty, Forty 
Pounds, Ten Pounds, Twenty Pounds, toge- 
+ ther Four hundred and ſeventy. Pollen 


OI 


1 * e 
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that. there.” 'remain now ; Thiny Pounds to > be | 
order'd as you pleaſe. | 
. Anchith. My Tenant Epimeles.i is a very * 


duſtrious Man, and takes a great deal of 
Pains, and maintains his Family comfortably 
for the moſt Part. But I doubt To s back- 
yards in the World, and think therefore a 
ſmall Legacy may come very ſcaſonabl to 
him. Give bim Ten. Pounds.! Fx; 

Attor. I ſhall do it. | | 

© Anchith. My Neighbour Geron is very aged 
and infirm, and a little Support may in all 
Probability be very welcome to him. n 
lim Ten Pounds likewiſe. 1011 

Attor. It is done, Sir. 

Anchitb. Now I think there are e only Ten 
Pounds remaining. | 

Attor. No more, * 

' Anchith. That I give to be laid out om by 
my Executors, ſo long -as it ſhall laſt, for teaching 
poor Children to read and ſay their Catechiſm. Or 
if my Neighbours will agree rogreher, as they 
have been talking they would, for ſome Time, 
to ſet up a Charity Schott for the Children of the 
Pariſh, betwixt this and Candlemas-day next, 
then order this Ten Pounds, or what ſhall be re- 
maining 75 it at that Time, whenſoever it ſhall be, 
to be ma 
good a Work. 

Attor. Is this all, Sir? 

2 No; add farther, The ſmall Remain 

ders of my Eſtate I give to V ood Friends, 
end dear "5 kind Aalen, Eubiles and Hap- 
plous, to be divided equally between them. And do 
conſtitute them Executors of thus my. laſt Will and 


Teſtament, and Truſtees for my Wife and Children. 
4ttor, It will be * that you ſign and e 


| Anchith, „ 


1 | your Will. 


e up Twenty Pounds for a Beginning of ſo 


 abereof I 


it ; and if you pl. 


Lee m7 need not direct you forts char i 


Attor. n therefore I write, In wj 
e Bereto ſet my Hand and Seal th 
Third Day of July: in the Year of our Lord, 171 
Now, Sir, will you pleaſe to ſign it? 
Anchith.) 1 will do it as well as J am able 
But pray firſt let me hear it Neude over, tha 
I may know what I ſign. een VIGOR 
Theoph. That is highly reaſonable, if i 
will not be over-troubleſome eo "you | to attond 
Lon 3 
Anchith, I will try What x: A 80 Ta 
not very fir to attend to any Thing; but 0 
hope I ſhall be able to obferve and Mit 


what is read. Begin therefore when yo 


pleaſe, | 
Attor. In © Name of God, Aves; 1 As 
eee 
Anc t is ri an as ö 
"7 right, me it 9 
will ſign it 15 well as I can. - Wherefore I de. 
Clare this — be my laſt Will and Teſtament, 
and beg of f you to witneſs for me, that I 
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wines © + » Anchithanu, 

Theophilus, | "Hero take off my 

* hk EYEL Seal; and do de- 

D b ; clare this to be 

TI | my laſt Will ind 
Teſtament, 


de I chin vou have dated ri ght. | 
Attor. Yes, Sir, this Third Day of 125 5 
the Year of our Lord One chouſan ven 
hundred and Eleven. 
_  Auchith. It is very well. And now k ” 
* all is done as it ſhould be. 
Atter. YE + 
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Trouble I have given him And now, my 


—— 


Apchith. Then, Sir, I thank Jules 
tale care to ſarisfy\/ the Gentleman for the 


Friend Theophilus, I have abundance of Thanks 


to return to you, for having ſo long exerciſed 


our Patience, I know I have been very trou- 
leſome to you; but I hope you will pardon 
the Importunity of one who is not able to help 
himſelf, and has therefore need of the kind 
Aſſiſtance of all bis Friends; eſpecially ſince 
it is not long I am like to burden you. 

Theoph. How long you may be in this Con- 
dition, God oy knows. Your Friends are 
ſuch Lovers of themſelves, that they are wil- 
ling to hope they ' may have the Enjoyment 
of ſo worthy and dean a Friend as your 
ſelf for many Years yet to come; and do 
therefore all agree in praying for your happy 
and ſpeedy Recovery. However, you do 
well to think of, and make all the Prepara- 


you. Dulas, 
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"ds, WH tion you can for a Change, that whenſoever 
ent, it ſhall come, whether now, or at a' good Di- | 
1 & ſtance hence, you may be always in a Readi- 1 
: by neſs for it. The fitter you' are to die, believe 1 
1150 me, the fitter you will be to live, and the | 
15, more Comfort and Satisfaction you will find i 
ey in your ſelf here, and will cerfaibly. be un- 1 
08 ſpeakably the more happy for it hereafter. 
do be Anchith. I thank G64 l have now done one His Satii- 
1 and Part of my Buſineſs, and thereby have eaſed om ny 
N my Mind as to all Solicitude for the Things 79s. 
nd of this World. So, that if it ſhall pleaſe God to wig. 
* take me away immediately, I may be ſure | 
ven what 1 leave behind me will go to. thoſe who 

J I defirg ſhould have it; and ſo my Relations 
ſup- knowing what is their own, will have no 


| Grounds of quarrellin 
15 as they poſſibly might 
bk, inteſtate. 


amongſt themſelves, 
ve dane, if Thad died 
A A Prayer 
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Dank thee, O God, for thy great Goodneſs anl 


Mercy towards me, in having ſo plentifully pro. 
vided for my Subſtance, during my Abode in thu 
World. Whilſt others have been in want, I hav 
been 4 0 with whatſoever my Condition call 4 
for, and have had ſomething alſo to ſpare E 
rhe Relief of my indigent Neighbours 3 ſuch bg 

been thy Bounty towards me. And now if thou 
ſeeſt fit to ſtrip me of all I have hitherto. enjoy'd, by 
taking me away from it, thou depriveſt me only if 
what thou ſo freely gaweſt. me, and what I hal 
have no * Occaſion for. Grant me therefure 
gracious Lord, to part with it as willingly. to thoſe 
that come after, as ever I receiv d, either the Whole, 
or any Part of it, from ſuch as babe gone before, 
Bleis it to thoſe into whoſe. Hands I commit it, that 
it may ſerve both to their preſent, and their etemal 
Welfare, that they may not only live the more tom- 
fortably for it bere, but alſo therewith make to them- 
ſekves Friends, who, when they fail, may receive 
them into everlaſting Habitations. And. grant to 
me, thine. umworthy Servant, that when my totter- 
ing earthly Houſe of thus Tabernacle ſhall be diſalv d, 
3 I may have a Building of God, a Houſe not made 
* with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, and ma le 


entitled to a better and an enduring Subſtance there, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. our Lord. Amen 


Theoph. I hope you are well ſatisfied with 
what you have done. 

Anchith. 
think, that I have done as much as inme lies, t9 
ſettle Peace amongſt my Friends. But that Which 


* 
FRY 


4 I 


D eee Ro - Put Kr or Ee gt, ö 
5 8 
1 * 5 . 
: ; e I 
. 1 e "x k 8. 7 
. F : 
3 1 \ 
4 U by * e 


4 


wa) CES $46 #4 ? 33 "#4 4 63 fs | Ns 55 Co 2 Ng 
41 an © | ; R 0 f ? *# » | 
A Prayer after having made- his 
j e 3 


\ rr 0 EROTTE SOR | 
It is ſome Eaſe to my Mind to 


O. 
the Eye 
Confide 
the Ent 
ty, thr 
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more a 
and u. 
Fageme 
make ( 
bope 0j 
that I 
Heart 
peated 
Pardo: 


dees e de, 50 RIA ler 1 hee cog 
thing now to do; but rely to apply my if 


to the weaning my Affections from the Things 
of this World, raiſing ben. up to thoſe chat 
are 2 and the 3 my Repentance, 
and ſting the Pardon of my Sins 


and an eſt in his Favour, through = 


powerful Wen bo __ biel Saviour: 


And nou, W 4 e 
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0 15 1 * from Ae Ada, wikis 
and relieve. thy Servant. -Look upon me with. 
the Eyes of thy. Mercy, give me Confer and ſure 
Confidence in thee, defend me from the Danger of 
the Enemy, and keep me in n Peace and Safe- 
5 through Jeſus Chriſt our. lord. Amen. AE 


; = + AQ of 


Another for wach over ü 


FOE G II. ö r WiN IR Dub 
V. rn, O Lad, e 8 _ 


merous; hu thy Morcies. are incompanat 
boy and. greater. 4 ye 6 are nucotcervably. Heat: 
ond without Number, \. Which 2 mighty hows 


ragement to ſuch poot guilt Creatures as 1.aonith. 


way bur Addreſſes at the Throne of thy Grate, with 
bope of being heard by thee, Let it not be in ain 
that I now ;mplore thy Help. As thou haſt fill d my 


Heart with an unfeigned Sorrow for my many re- 
feated 155 quities, an made me 2 


an 


deſirous of 
Pardon — Forgiveneſs, make me moreover diligent 5 
N | 
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ents with umnearied Cour 
ry, and endeavour, by: ney! fwtere" Ga 
make the beft Amends I ſhall be able for Zi: 
Negligence. It is abundantly too much ** 
_ rto-heen wanting in that. Duty thou 7 
Grant me, for the Time to come, to be alway a 
apo my Watch, andi always intent apes Poly 
e to the beſt of my Power. Let no — Ai 
befal me, but ſuch as i common to Men, and with 
the Temptat tion alſo ds thou, of thy great Goodmes, 
wake 4 Way to cfcape, that I maybe able to with 
fand und conquer it. Work in me both t wil und 
60 do of thy good Pleaſure. I not only live' in the 
midſt of a deceitful World, but bave a corrupt 
Heart of my own, apt 0 fart afide in \ Time of 
Trial, and a ſubtle "malicious 'Entmy \that lies is 
ait for my Halting, ſo that I am ruin d, and mij 


periſh rirvecoverably; thy N 


ned. Day 


me not ſuch a Meaſure of thy Spirit, as may cm- 
duct me ſafely through all my Dangers, and enable 
me to come off Victor in all my Conflict:; that ! 
go from Strength 10 Strength," and neut K 
* whatſoruer" Encounters tho tallef n 
. Tha I beg throwph* the Wierits awd Innereien 
thy ſe Saw 6 * Tn San Faſas Cl 
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and Heli verer; in thee will I pat 41 7 
nor doubting of thy Goodnaſ; to me in all my Fears 
and Dangers." Tam wan pode low, but thou art 
able to bear me up; I will' never defi 


thy Kindneſs. Watch over. me, I beſeech an] 


good. Make all my Bed in my Sickneſs.  Sane- 


tify this thy Viſitation to me. Teach me to im 


it to thoſe good Ends and Purpoſes for which it was - 


ſent, that * by Life or Death, I may glorify 
thy oh Pe; And go that in eek Ina 


intirely gave up my ſe 
Jeſus Cl if our Led. Amen. 


Another for a dad Preparation for 
e ec repay 
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juſt Works do proceed, and he the Aſſiſtance 
whoſe holy Spit, it u not in me to 1 
act as I ought: to do; bear ken, I beſeech 7 fo 
the Prayer f the humble Supplicant, ſuffer * 

ruption to remain in me, no Luft or. Paſſ bon to Bo 
any Dominion over me, but purge me from 2.9 
Guilr, and enable me to ſerve thee with, 4 pu 
Heart, that being cleanſed from all Filchinef 
Fleſh ſn. and Spicke; 'P ey ns Holinef In "1 
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7 and beve my Accomnts vs Readindfe 115 
ſoever thou ſhalt pleaſe to call for tbem; |that þ 
Hen whenever ir comes, miay be no S0 ff 
me, but I may willingly leave this. World, andre. 
my Soul into thy Hands, as to a moſt loving and 
merciful Father, and when I ſhall come to appear he- 
fore thy awful Tribunal, at the great tremendous 
Doe 2277 a * upon the Right Hand of bur 
nd may be ſentenced among by trie 
and: end e, 1 ful Diſciples, to everlaſting Bliſ in th 
heaven! Kingdom. Grant this, O Father, for the 
abe, and through the” Merits of the ſame, thy Sm 
Feſus ne our 47 4 * ang women 
Amen. nY 
ect e 0 * 1 
8 5 1 beſeech Almight? God w der 
emo Prayers, and the Prayers of al 
. riends for you; and not to take 0⁰ 
Out of this World, til he ſhall | have lined you 
for a better. KI 80! 
Anchitb. 1 thank you fo for your good, Wiſhes 
* Prayers; and do beg of you, And allimy 
Friends, to contin Jour Prayers for me. 
know not how soch Soul may take its 
Flight into the other World: and I have great 
Need of God's Mercy and Gor with- 
gut which I muſt inevitably be in a deſ 
dition. My Sins, my Sins cry. 
Waioſt me, my own Conſcience acchſes 55 
and God, who is 2 than my Conſti- 
Gs, and knows all my Sins, together with 
"ry ſeveral heinous. Aggravations, may-jultly 
condemn me. Yet Iwill not deſpair of hisFor- 
Si 1075 | will hope in his Mercy. He bas fas 
one that zs mighty. to „the nar 


my ins, 0 not for * Only 17 
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et 


far the Sun, the hole World. In him there St. John 


* i 
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fore Will I tguſt, through him will [I ſue for-2. 2. 


Pardon and i Forgivenels,. 1 wilt rely on his, 


Merits and Satisfaction, for the Remiſſion of 
all my Sins, and the Supply of all Defects. 
And I doubt not but the good God will hear- 

ken to me, when I addrelis my ſelf. to him, in 
the Name of ſuch an all- ſufficient and moſt; 
werful Interceſſor. In relation to whom 

e has expreſly declar d, for our Comfort and 


Egcouragement, that be 4 not enter d into tbe bor: Hebr. 9. 
ly Places made with Hands, which-are the Figures: 24. 


of the true, but into Heaven it ſelf, noꝛp to ap 
in tbe Fręſence of God for us. He i exalted wirbi Acts 5. 


| the right ; Hand; of God, to be a Prince and a, SWl31. 


viour, to give Repentance to Iſrael, and Remiſſion 
Sins. And & able te ſaye. to, the utrermoſt; Hebr. 7. 
« 70.725 Compleatly, intirely, as He- 25. 
cbius 3 o for ever, as f Crotiis and Dr. Ham 
mond) all 4hat\ come unto God by him, ſeeiug bb 
ever liveth; ta mg łe  Interceſſion; fon them. God ſa: St. John 
loved the World, that he gave ls only fs 3-16. ; 
Son; to become incarnate, and live, and ſuſerr 
and die for us, to the end that whoſoeverteleweth. 


in bim ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 


And our Lord himſelf has given us this Pro- 

miſe, that rhoſe who come unto him, he will in no St. Jokn 
wiſe caſt out. This is my Comfort and great 6.37. 
Support, and my main Relief nia all 

Fears and Deſpondings, that how unworthy 

ſoever I be in my ſelf, and though 1 had 

eyer ſo 4 as indeed I have, deſerv'd 

the eternal Indignation of God in the Abyſs 

of Hell, yet my Redeemer has made abun- 
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lot 2 deen Seen bor all n er e 
- --the right Hand of God, "plea ading his oh. in 
valuable Merits in my Behalf.) I Will cher 
fore Truſt in him, in ſpight of aft my o 
Iniquities and Sins, And Will hope that upor 
1 my ſmcere Repentance, I ſhalb be reinſtated ih 
) God's Favour; and entitled to à Shaf in the 
moſt: glorious, moſt ineſtimable, m6ſt-traq- 
ſwerndently Charming In beritant —_— the Saint in 
Hebt. I am not 3 any Sit that! 
ino retain any Affection for, an 5 Ta bf Paſ 
E — I have norunfeig brech rere, and 
= which I am not truly Iy humbled; nor any 

1 „ how difficult ſoever, that I am not re- 
& "lolv's to perform, if it pleaſe God te allow 
me Time — Strength for it. 1 if fin 

1H nd I will promiſe my ſelf he wil San. 
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% Exerciſes: une wherein choſt few 
Days we have left, | ought to be imploy'd*3 
e and it may be ubſery/ d, nonè have ſo quiet à 
Mind, nor are ſo interit upon heãvenly Things 
« as:thoſe:whochave made their Wills in Time 
of Health. It is therefore à grie vous Folly, 
kf, and ſhameful Neglect at beſt, 0 defer this . 
but if we put it off, becauſe we have no 
Mind to think ſo ſeriouſſy of Death, as this 
* will occaſion us to do, the Omiſſion then pro- 
nat “ ceeds from Atheiſm and abominable-Impi- 
v1 Wt ety, and declares that the Man deſires his 
thy only Portion here, and that he is ſo far from 
1306 “ preparing for Death, that he cannot endure 
to think of it, Ecclus. 41. 1. And as his 
n Fault is ug; that wretched Miſers in the 
our. BW © Goſpel; (who till the very Moment of his 
Death, perſwaded himſelf. he ſhould live 
de- “ and enjoy all himſelf,) fo will his Fate iti 
ep: all Probability be like his alſo, even to be 
485 * ſnatch'd away unready to a ſad Eternity, for 
8 which he hath made no Proviſion, Luke 12. 
* 19, 20. Secondiy, Another Part of our Du- 
* ty is, that when we do diſpoſe of our Eſtate, 
we do it impartially, and by the Rules of 
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0 muſt 16 look back to Egyp. nowstwe rt 
upon our March to Cagaam; nor is ther 
any Thing in theſe worldly Goods to de: 
© ſerve it. They were Vanity and Vetation 
dc while we had them, and now we can have 
them no more; but if we part with them 
* freely, we ſhall have a better Inh 5 
8. hy far i in exchange for thun. OS 
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diſpoſe of, would be ſure to put in Practice. 
* I hope J have now done. f 

Bleſſed be God that you have liv'd 
to 00 1 But I muſt not forget that it is 
high Time for me to withdraw. I thank God 
that you have been able to bold out Jo well 
pader this Day's long Work. Now I fhall 
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with me, -whilſt I am om this Side of 
e Grave.” Fof ſee I am in a weak Con- 
dition, and rieec the Comfort and Aﬀiftance 
of all my Friends; and 1 hope hall be the 
Ufc bettet far it to all Eternity. 80 
epi: Theoph. I wiſh I were capable of bein 
"We more truly ſerviceable to you than T'atn. 
are alfüre your ſelf, my beſt Endevhours ſhall not 
be wanting. At preſent I take thy Leave of 
lac but ſhall not fail to pray for you when 

am gone. 

- Anchith. | I beſeech you not to omit that 
Chriſtian-Office for me, for I have great 
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Euſeb. hen . — and the reſt of us 
were here ſome Days ſince, you deſir d our 
Refotution of a Doubt much fitter for Theo 
dorus's Opinion than ours; and which I hear: 
tly Wiſh to hear 3 d by him. | 
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701 e I very well remember it andi 
his Occaſions» will permit, I will troſpaſs / ſo 


far upon his Goodneſs; as to beg his Informa- 


tion concerning it, it being a Matter of great 
Importance to all 37 but more 3 to 45 1a 
moſe in ſein my preſent Circumſtances. 1143171 1 wm anion 
pleas'd to propoſe hind Que! * 3 
— * and Iwill give you the beſt! "SutisfadHionz "Ng 


I can concerning! IE e gon 3 


*Anchith. It is this; B I e ul wrl hs 
Judgment of my Intereſt in God's Fuvour, eis 
at preſent, or in velation io a future State. 

Tbeod. A weig — Queſtion indeed. And 
which I ſhould be ad to have oftner propo- 
ſed to me by choſe? in your Condition: But it 
is che miſerable Unhappineſs and Folly of the 
Generality of Mankind; that they are not ſo 
ſenſible, either of 1 or their ond 
as you appear to be. 

Anchitb. I am ſure it highly concerns me 
to be ſo. And beg therefore that you will 
add to all your other Kindneſſes, this which 132 
Euſebius has put me upon asking of you; a1 
had before ask d it of himſelf, and ſome other 
good Friends, that promis d to come and {ce 
me. 
ji Thed. Your Queſtion conſiſts of Two. aif- 
ferent Parts, the one relating to this preſent, ' 
and the other to a future Life. And I ſuppoſe 
you deſire I ſhould ſpeak to both of them. 

' Anchith. If it will not be too great a Trou- 
bie to you. As I hope it will not, after the 


Experience I have had of the Deligtit ou 1-2 » 
take in doing God. N „ % ent eee e 


'-Theod>\: Aſſure your ſelf, . 
Series I can do pu. will be fo Tabbert 
me! But this ought by- no» Means tobe ſo; 
becauſe iu only Fart of my Mniſtewiah: _— 
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my Pariſhioners that ſhall deſire it of me. 1 
begin with che former Part of your Enquiry, 
Dienen 

Dead. Then I muſt tell you, you are nt 
to imagine that God 15 at Enmity with v 
becauſe he thinks fit, for what wiſe Reaſbns 
vou know not, to lay his Hand thus hear 
upon you. It is rather a Sign of his Affectioh 
to you, or any of us, and his patermal Gate 
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over us, that he condeſcends to correct s 


this World, to the end We may repent, may 
acknowledge our Faults, and amend our Lides, 
and ſue for Mercy and Forgiveneſs, and Gras 
to help in Time of Need ; that ſo by Means f 
our temporal Afflictions and Calamities, we 
may die to the Sins for which we are thus pu 
niſhed, and riſe agam to Newneſs » of LI 
and ſo may eſcape the everlaſting Plagues of 
the other World, and may never come into 
the Lake that burns with Fire and Brimſtone, but 
may have an Entrance miniſtred unto us abandaw- 
ly, into the everlaſting Kingdom af our Larll ani 
Saviour Feſus Cbriſt. We have the Authority 
of St. Paul for it, that when we are puniſii d in 
like mannner as the Corinthians were, for their 

oſs Abuſe of the Lord's Supper, of-whom 
eee that divets were ſeiz d with Sick 
neis, and others with Death; when we are 
thus puniſh d, God does it, | ſays the Apoſtie, 
not Out of irceconcileable Diſpleaſure, andfor 
our Deſtruction, but in Way of Kindneſs, and 
in order to our eternal Salvation. Fot u 
we are judg d, we are chaſten d of the Lord, that 
we ſhould hot be condemꝭ d with the World. Mhen 
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it is a: terrible Evidence, that ſuch an >: 
one is reſervd for the Pains of the World to 
come, and chat Weeping , and Wailing , uni 
Guſhing of Teeth, will be his everlaſting Por- 
ton. Dur bleſſed Saviour denounces a miſe: 
| cable End, to ſuch as abounded in'the-good ©: 27 
Things' of this World, bur took'not Cate to Is 
do good with them, or to ſerve and pleaſe 
che Giver of them, and ſo tb — 
themſelves for a better State. b — 
are rich; for ye have receiv d your Conſc 
unto jou! that ere full; for ad cap > — . 
mo you that laugb nom; "mourn and 
weep.” And no Doubt 2 wretched Portion m 
therefore await all ſuch in the other Life, 
xe ſuffer'd to proceed licentiouſly, and with- 
out Controul, in their Sins, inichis; 1011 3 lt 
Anchith. How comes it then to Paſs, that 
this Truth is ſd little taken Notice of; The 
Generality of Men eſteem thoſe moſt pelovd 
of God, who live in all Kind of Wenlth and 
pleaſure, and never 'taſt of any err 
Adverſity all their Das. 
Tbeod. True; but the Sodtprch 
mother Notion of them, aſſuring usj'*: | 
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"The Uf TDbeod. It is fo. For if 
neſt e Sufferings have a natural Tendency to fit us 
8, 


7 Sickneſ, | 


to neglect the one Thing ner, that good Pay: 


paſt the Things which are ſeen, to 


. Becauſe theſe not only ſerve to convince us of 


that great Change which is every Day ap- 
N ing nearer and nearer to each one of us. 


tainty of continuing in this Life, for a Days, 


which ſhall not be taken away from any of.thols 
that once attain to it. The Uneaſinels-of our 
preſent Station may perhaps incline us to ſeek 
after another, which. we hope. may. be more 
commodious and beneficial, and ſo may be- 
come a Means of inviting us to have our Can 
werſation in Heaven, and may brig uy to hk 

o thoſe which 
are not ſeen, which are eternal, and fo will ne- 
ver fail us. Bur till we meet with. ſome ſuch 
Remembrancer to put us in Mind of our Duty, 
how ſadly do we ordinarily immerſe ourſelves; 
in the Cares of the World, and 8 our 
ſelves in the Acquiſition of this Life's Tranſito- 
xy Advantages, as if we had never been born 
for another, nor were ever call'd upon, and 
entreated and encouraged to ſeek after it? 
© Euſeb, This being the happy Effect of A. 
flictions in general, it is eaſy to apply the 
Conſideration thereof to 'the Caſe A our 
Friend here in Bed. „„ 


f all Aﬀictions and 
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for the heavenly Felicity, Sickneſs in particu- 
lar, and corporal Infirmities, may well be 
looked upon as peculiarly conducing hereto. 


the Inſufficiency and Uncertainty of all world- 
* Attainments, and how little they are to be 
depended upon; but moreover are paxticulat. 
ly adapted to remind us of our Mortality, and 


or, if we cannot promiſe our ſelves any Cer- 
or but an Hour's Space, though in our per- 


fecteſt Health and Strength, much lets mY 
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Meditations: forward to another Life and 


ought certainly. to draw off our Minds, our 
Thoughts and Deſires. from this World, our: 


of which we know not how quickly we-may: 


de taken; aid to make us ſolicitous for a bet- 


ter and an enduring Subſtance in the other, where 
in we are undoubtedly to be find to all Eter- 
nity. And is it not a ſingular Inſtance of Mer. 


cy and Compaſſion in Almighty God, thus to 


warn us of our Frailty, the timely Conſidęra- 
tion whereof may be of ſuch vaſt Advantage, 
to us for evermore? Who would ever 


blame ſo tender a Benefactor, for taking 


too much Care of him, or being too forward 
to fit and prepare him for the Kingdom of 


Heaven ? Theſe Viſitations, though uneaſy 
to ſuch as feel the Smart of them, may, and 


if rightly imprgv'd will, be of everlaſting Be. 
nefit to them. And if this be an Unkindneſs, 
we may complain of God as unkind, when- 
ſoexer he is pleas d to conſine us to our Bed. 
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caſted, their Fleſh and Strength waſted; 
aud their Breath grown ſhore and painful, and 
it is a great Queſtion Whether ever they ſhall: 
he well again: This will naturally carry our 
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But on the other Hand, if Sickneſs be only a 


lalutary 8 for rectifying the Evils and 


Diſtempers OSthe Soul, and qualifying the 


Patient for the moſt ineſtimable Kindneſs he 


8 capable of receiting; he muſt be highly to 
blame, that can ſuffer himſelf ro murmur. at 
Almighty God, for ſich a gracious Method 
of Procedure With hiinn y 
Euſeb. Ha 
dot only thus viſited 3 God, but knows alſo 
dow to make a right L 
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and do not ſuffer your elf to — 


wich needleſs Fears and ealouſies. Aſſure 

yaut ſelf, that hom many, and how great ſo- 

ever your Sins be, the Mercies of God ate 

5 Comme greater. N. is a oo of infinite 
63. 1. eration, and mighty ta ſaue, 

Exod. 34. and gracious, lag eng, abundant in Goodnelt 

6,7. aud Truth, forgiving Þiquity, Tranſgreſſiom, and 

Sin. 4 — though he will not clear the Guilty, 

rod. 20. yet ische ready to fhew! unto. ands of - 

5. = that py bim, gat yoni . 

Pſa), 25.5. His Leuin — bas been eber old. Vet 

| ad His Picy and Compaſſion, and his Willing · 

neſs to be reconciłd to Fallen Man, been in- 

comparably more gloriouſſy diſplay d by the 

Hebr. 10. Goſpel of our bleſſed Saviour, who has conſe- 

20. crated. for us 4 neu and living Way through the 

Veil, \that as to ſay, bis Fleſh, aſſumed at his In- 

_ cafnation, and at length Biker upon the Croſs 

for us z and has over and over promis d 

free Nardori and giveneſs, to ſuch as with 

an humble and truſy y penitent Heant, ſue for it 

Acts 5, through his Mediation. He # 4 Fe and 4 

31. Sa uiaur, exalted by God's right Hand, and em- 

| ower d to give Repentance 1 Remijion Sint. 

Se. John And thoſe that come to him, as they ought, be 

6.37- will in no wiſe caſt out. This i is reviving News 
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ther Time of Trial. And I do beg of God, 

through Feſws Cbriſt my Redeemer, to look in 

Mercy upon me, a poor, helpleſs; guilty, 

wretched Sinner, that have vilely offended 

him, and given him juſt Occaſion to cut me 

off, and ſwear in hu Wrath that I ſhall never en- 

ter into his Reſt. And I am fully ſatisfied of the 

Efficacy of my Saviour's Sufferings, and the 

Atonement thereby made for all Mankind, 

But ſtill my Fear is, that Lam not fo qualified; 

5 to have juſt Grounds to conclude, that the 

Promiſes of the Goſpel belong to me. 

Euſab. Take Care, I beſeech you, tha 

, You do not wrong your ſelf, by à cauſeleſſs 
Diſtruſt of that abundant Goodneſs, that has 

made you. Remember it is moſt certain, that 

wherever Repentance and Faith are, there are : 

likewiſe God's Mercy, Favour, and 'Loving- ''- 54 

kindneſs, and as an undoubted Conſequent 

thereof, the Pardon of Sin, and a Title to 1.7 

Salvation.” Becauſe be conſidereth, faith the Pro- Ezek. 18. 

phet Ezekiel, and turneth away from all his Tranſ 29. 

Tae that be ' hath committed, he ſhall ſurely | 
ve, be ſhall not div. And again, ' Repent and Ver. 30. 

turn your ſelves from all your. Traiſgreſſions, ſo 

Tn ſhall not be your Ruin, And to-the ſame 


urpoſe ſays St. Perer, Repent and be converted, Acts 3.1 9. | 


that 


, 
| 
a 


= =_ = — = 
Ao ea \ —_ 
— — 
— 2 3 = 
— - ow — —2 5 
80 = = * -4x 
— ” — - 
. 
1 


wee 1 aa 
ith oun Saviour, — 
4¹ (1888 ae er, Maui 
14 neptr: diem And a ther 
ier Works, that he gust 
22 Py" end abet — A 
mn, that is, To as to obey his Cam- 
— 25 to hope for Sabvaribnibod 
ys as fis abundautly .gvident fromh-ythe 
later and Dakgn ef che Golpelyun 
whe a from numerous particular Ir Ait 
er thus believes in Pop ſhan1d mit 
F ave-everlaſt gift, Fur God nan 
5 ge int be World, 4 eco rhe Hh 1 
that, Hoa World through him might he fav toro 
„ AHAxabith, 4 IThsſe are ver comfortable Says 
ings z God give me Grace never org 
chem Bil: 212 x} Vital 4115 11 Un A IR W van; wt 
Thug, hers: is anocher highly ':» enCAUTAy 
Sng\Paſſage.in. the —— would en. 
N not co forget. In lit 


* John 7 
t. 8 — 


11. 25, 26, 


L Ti 


— 


— — _ 


1 —_— 
—— = - = — —— = 2 2 
CE ers ———fð— 
2 IE DR 


* 


15. 10. wg ejof the Angels of Cod over vm 

Yer. 7. 5 — but evem that there: ſbull hemmt 

i en Jex in Heawem over ane Sinner that repenteth;;:than 

ohr Nine ro Nine Fa Perſons, that nei 10 
| 8 So kind, 

t gtacigus Sog, to receive a returniag Sinnes 

into hir Favour, that be. ſaems almoſt to be 

better pleaz d with ſuch. a 

* 4 75% 2. N be ane g 


lend ray What is itt 1 will take Care 

to Zane err ad le d 10 lin 

. Pore. 2 Tbeog., Iamean what Sts Luke relategioþ the 
ble of the Prodigal $0 igal Lon, to whole, Sins L perſwade my | 

Prodgel {el Jon v aan e eee e yours;g:and 

l th os grcy upon his Return; au to 

a: res, that; our: Saviour tells us upon 

St. Luke on, not only, that there i Foj 


ready is our good and 


g EESZORMEE 


ones RNc,, N, 


TSF. 0 _ | 0 


82 SSS N25 


c == 
— 5 OY nn 
1 5 * 7 


„eK „ That Parable 8 
dsal is of ſingular ee eee ee | 
tier; enen the! 2 F il d Sa- 
r ee a. ee fe fe & 
 ivithetizveliefs Ci 1112 00: pe, ligten 15 1 
beo. N ede Fot in it 5 
we: hade deſerib d to hd, the Evitand Miſchief 
eee x" an admirable | 
Efffea ch and n ot Repeſtance, the? 
we Ag dre ee 1 ee, Als 
* | tg, returqing Sinn 
a ae Kent,: 0 Sand Men 
whitewith he receives them upoh tei Nes 
tut. lo See here un: attbridled Votth, intact 
6 wf due Tie heyy berge me 
1 the! rae! mo 
— e per leſs Fear or Interrup⸗- 
tio. purſt ue his) lioentious | ſinful HTriclinarions/ 
dito a far Country,: to be at 4 Diſtance! | 
om his aged Fathecz i ſo as neither tolbe une i 
der hia Eye, nor be difturbdby dnch.wholed | 
ſome hav ice as he had: reſol d before- hand | 
not to: dtreadll td, or be inflyenc'd by: See! him 
taking his fi li of ſenſual Pleaſures; ſtudyi 
all the moſt extravagant Gratifications of 
eee 8 ny: . in rintos St. Luke 
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118 peꝛns to the Intemperate and Debauched) to the 
I d ö — Want and Penury, thruſt out of 
1 his coſtly Lodgings, diveſted of his glittering 
_ Attire, at the utmoſt Loſs for meer Neceſſaries 
1 for his Subſiſtance, conſtrained to earn his: 
ij Bread in the Sweat of his Brows, and in the 
Se. Luke moſt ſervile and abje& Manner, by feeding the 
35. 15, Savine, and even brought ſo low as to des 
| 36. that he might partake of theAame Food with: 
th | them, and no Man gave” unto bim. See him 
| 


—_—_ wrought upon by theſe diſmal Effeds' 
of his Folly, and deſirous to humble himſelf 
to his offended Father, in the moſt ſubmiſſive 
Manner, that, if poſſible, he might obtain 
Admitrance into his Family, though it were 

but in Quality of one of his Under- Servant: 

rather than periſh with Hunger in a foreign: 

Nation. For thus he began to reaſon wich 

himſelf :: How is it, that I, who have indeed 
deſervd my Father's utmoſt Indighation, chat 

he ſhould: no longer own me for his Son, ſee- 

ing I have ſo ſhamefully abus d his Kindneſs 

and Bounty to me; yet know his Goodneſs to 

be ſuch, that I cannot doubt but he Will take 

| ſome Notice of me, and receive me I hope in- 
to his Houſe again, though it were but in the 
Place of one of the meaneſt of his Attendants; 
_-* Where at leaſt I may be ſupplied with tholſe 
Neceſſaries my Nature calls for, and not lin- 

ger out my Time, as I do here, pinched with 

unger, and choaked with Thirſt ; how is it 

that I thus ſenſeleſly continue to prolong my 
Miſery, without ſeeking that Redreſs, which 

can hardly fail of upon my Repentance. 
Why do I delay to implore ſo kind a Fathers 
Pardon, that 7 may not remain deſtitute of 
thoſe Conveniencies, and that Proviſion of 
Food, which all that belong to him — 
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puniſh my ſelf, but will try the tender Bo-welss 22 
of a compaſſionate Parent, in hope he will 
not reject me when I do ſo. How: many bired Se. Luks 
Servants of my. Fathers have Bread enough, and to 75-17, 10, 
ſpare, and I por with Hunger ? I will ariſe and '* © 
te my Father, and will ſay unto him, Father, ! -; 
7 ſinned againſt Heaven, and before tbee, „ 
and am no more worthy to be called thy Son; 
make me as one of thy hired Seruants. And 
now behold the wonderful Compaſſion of Al- 
mighty God to penitent Sinners, lively repre- 
ſented in the Father's, joyful Reception of this 
former Reprobate. His Diſpleaſure againſt ſa 
undutiful a Son is immediately laid aſide, ht 
the firſt Appearance of Amendment. His 
Bowels preſently yern towards him, and in a 
manner prevent the Prodigals Humiliation, . .. 
and Confeſſion of his paſt Wickedneſs. He 
could not ſuffer himſelf to ſtay for the others 

coming to him ; but as ſoon as ever he diſco- 

vered him at a Diſtance, iaaeſyvidv, his Heart 

was moved within him, and he was all diſſol- 

ved into Love and Pity, and haſtened above 

the uſual Pace of a Father, eſpecially when 

going to meet a Child, and more eſpecially 

again ſuch an undutiful, graceleſs, unworth 

Child as this had been. He had not Patience 
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"api wu Gay, from, 72 all your Tan - Chis 18. 
nr, 2 ereby, "Ye Dave. tranſgr and, m 13 32 
cart, and 2 new 1 7 795 22 
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relate to us as well as unto them " 
God's re- Tbeod. Beſides what I have ſaid concernii 
miſes re- the: Parable now inſiſted upon ; Which .was 
q lote * « ſpoken by. our Saviour, to. his Diſciples, and 
W | — plainly teſtifies the great Love of God to 
bj jo penitent Sinners amongſt us Chriſtians ; beſides 


1 
* 9 
whe: ens 


l * © © this, I fay, you will cafily anſwer this Doubt 

| .your ſelf, if you but attend a while to what 
the Apoſilc have ſpoken in relation to k. 

1 Ads 10. 4 Truth, ſays St. Peter, I perceive that God mo 


3% 35. Reſpetter of Perſons; but in every Nation, Ie e 
| [ | | fe eareth God, and wor ler h Righteauſneſs, | i arcopred 
Nom. 3. with bim. Agreeably whereto St. Paul argue 


[ 29, 30. I he the God of the Fews ? I: be not allo of thi 
I . - Gentiles ?. my of Jon * 25 
Et one God which ſhall * the ee 
1 Faith, and the Uncircumciſion through Faith: And 
| Chap. is, in another Place, There z no Difference bewees 


the Few and the Greek ; for the ſame Lord ower all 
| erich unto all that call upon him. For whoſoever 
35 mall call on the Name of the Lord, (hall be ſawd. 
Chap. 15. And again, ſaith the ſame Apoſtle, batſoeuer 
„ Ding were written aforetime,.. were written for 
6 + our Learning, that we through Patience and Com- 
fort of the Scriptures might have Hope. And yet 


; 


more fully, Remember that ye-bemg in Time paſt 
24, yy Gentiles in the Fleſh, who are call Uncircumciſon 
by by that which à call d the Circumciſion in the Ne 
| made with Hands ; That at that Time ye were with- 
dent Chriſt, being Aliens from the — of 
e Tfracl, and Strangers from the Covenants of Pr 
== _ miſe, having no Hope, and without .God m. th 
= | . World : But now in Chriſt Feſws, ye Wi 4 ſome> 
= times were far off, are made nigh by. be Bot 
Chriſt. For be « our Peace, who hath malt both 
ane, and bath broken down the middle Wall of Par- 
4 $1108 


s 
32, 13. 
* 


TI: 3 wad W 5 Cy 9 N * N 5 "TT ” N 
R * F 


Set 9 - 
8 e 


* 


x 
px * 
FATS 
6 k 4 RN 8 * 
l 
he ee bn] . r 
; * 
©. 
—_— 


# . 

J 4 : Fl 

\ x of TT. - x 

: * * 5 7 * — ; * 

Ga ; Fi 7 4 * e, Oo Gs 5 85 a * x „ 469 „ FO . 

in Gad's Favour at © < nw 

n God's Favour at preſents 209 

Wk. LS LLSY 1183 SS r 2 2 * * 2 2) 
— — tu | 

8 - * * * — g 


1 a. 


1 
— VF 2 — 
Wade - 


. - - _— TRE? _ 
gum We 2 : l 2 2 * 1 
_— —_ LE * —— 1 L ho 1 
— 

4 . - PR of 


ARE 
jo 


OS 


— er 
— — > — 
— — 2 SEM WY - 


1 
* * * 
— — — . - — — —— — — 
— > — x 
* — ——— w * —ö— 
— ä = 
1 * 


nw Man, ſo bg Peace, and that be might re- 


0a, 


EEC AS bo TI. 
* 


* x” — 4 &* 
— . IT) — = — l I p 
—_— 2 be An > Sts ne 2 S 
— —— 8 
FS = JET. 
_ _ . _ 8 i 


that were nigh, For rene | 
Acteſs by one Spirit unto the Father. Now iber 
fore, ye are mo more Strangers and Foreigners, bus 
Fellow-Citiz.ens with the Saints, and of the Han- 
of me —— — _ 25 En ney 
f the Apoſt les, and Prophets, Teſws Chrift' hinſe 
4 rig 5 F. — gee In . all: 


Building * | 


+ i 000 
ei 4 


a ” 
——U—U—U — —————ñꝗiꝗZH dz — AI AI — — — 
— 


— 
1 r — 


* 


a — og, * 8 
= * _ & 


er er IR . 

— — * — k p 
rr 
of 3 — 


* 


ether, proweth unto an holy 


* 1 


fram di 
Temple in the Lord. In whom you 75 are builded 
A e ee ee 
1 ii. f "AN ob SY F& Þ BY; "1 12 ; 1 | 
nd "Anchith For ever bleſſed be the Lord our 
” God; who hath made us Gentiles Partakers of | 
ws ine Bleflings, through Chriſt, ws 
Euſeb. There is no Cauſe of Deſpair for No Couſe of 
any Penitent, how heinous ſoeyer his Sins Deſp air for 
have been. For the Son of Man came to' (tek and 2 . 
v ſave that which was off. And © a Man's be- . Luke 
ing ta Heathen, or a Publican, or a Sinner, 19. 10. 
" in his former Life, (as the learn d Dr Ham- 
mnd paraphraſes upon theſe Wards) © doth /' 
* nor render him incapable of receiving Be- 
nefit by our Lord, but contrariwiſe gives 
" him a Capaci of it upon his Repentance. 
For this was the End of Chriſt's coming, 
namely, to reduce Sinners t9 Repentance, 
© and to obtain Mercy for ſuch. He & the gt. John 
Lamb of God, that takes away the Sins of the 1. 29. 
0 Wald, both the Guilt and the Puniſhment of > 
oth them, © Who was — ſays another _ 
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deem, us to 9 600 his Blood, to. Oc 
We i the Remiſſion 1 and to ae 
: chat. believe 105 bim from the Sentence of 
To "Deat} , which pon the Word for the 
: & Sin of Adam... N Ladd, and for all thoſe nu- 
werous 50 &ual .* Tranſgreſſions, whereof, erg 
. I; of us is 45 uiny before him. So that 
r St. Joh. How, IF any Man fall. Ig whatſoever Sort of 
werful Advocate wich the Fa- 
ow Cori 105 item, os Sn and juſt 
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for 1 ph 7 the . * A 
1 l Therefore Iwill wor WY 
. Chrilt. Redeemer and Interce 
"whether he puniſhes me for the Trial of my 
Faith, or for my Sins; that 1 this Means he 
may reclaim me from them, or f for whatſoever 
Otter Cauſe, Lol aks 1775 Boldacks 0 call 
* m, wich Hope of Mercy from him. 
A e VUndoubtedly you may, and ought 
8 do it. He has both commanded. it, and 
promis d to hear you when you do it. 


9. | Auchitb. Where is that Commandment, ot 
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that Promiſe, to be found in Scripture ?.. ' 

God re- 2 Tieod. In divers Places, both of the Old 
quires 19. and New Teſtament. But to avoid Prolixry, 
cal upon 15 ſhall give you only an Inſtance out of each. 


— "ant As to the former, Cal upon me in the Time 0 
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Trouble, ſays God by the Plalmiſt, evil. I bear 

him: fon thee, and thou, ſhalt, praiſe. me; or as it is in the 
. Phi 50. WH LE, I, 2, 4 Ons and thu 
a % me ere not ONLY: requires 

o ſeek to an Time of of Aae dat pro 
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miſes 4. gracious Anſwer: to the Prayers thus ; * * 


Grievances be; to he careful, anxiouſly folich 7: . 
tous, for nothing but in eviry thing by Prayer and ,  ; 


Supplication, ani IT ban, ing; to let your Requeſts 

be made known Wnt Gad. Andahen it follows, 
The Peate. the love and Favour, f God, uibicc © 
paſerb a Underſtanding, ſpall Rerp yaur Hearts un 
Minds through Cbriſ Felus; you: ſhall be pre- 

ler vd: fiem and ſtedſaſt in him and his 
trine; and ſhall be enabled tober, with Pa- 
tience and Contentedneſs of Mind, whatſo- 
ever ſhall he laid upon you. Fear not there- 
fore in this your Siekneſs, diligently, and 
without ctaſing, to: fly to God for Succour and 
Eaſe, nothing doubting but he will SG 

hear you, and will grant your Requeſts, ſo 

far as. ſhall be expedient for you. Hu Eyes are Pal, 34. 
over the Righteous,” and hu Ears are open unto tbeir 15. 


Prayers. He us the God that heareth Prayert; and Pſ. 65. 3. 


to him ſhall. ul Fleſh come. The Lord i righreons PC. 145. 


in all bis \'Ways, and holy mn all hi Works 5 nigb 17, 18, 19. 


unto all tbem that call upon him, to all ſuch ut call 

upon him fazrbfully. He wil fulfil. the Deſire bf 

them that: ftur bim: He alſo will hear their Cr), 
end will help: them. And this: therefore, ſayͤs 


St. Fobn,;w the Confidence ane have in him, that if pe 1 St. Joh. 
ah any Thing according to b Wall, . he” dend ur. 5. 143 35> 


And if we know that be hear ut. whatſoever" we of 543 
ask, we know that we have the Petitions, that we 
«fir d of U . i Veri: 14 009 74 ris 

Euſebh. Aud to this Remedy the faithful 
dervants of God have always betaken the- 
ſelves in their Rfflictions, and have found! the 
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The ws ———Theod, They have fo; as appears from Mul- 
_ defal . titudes of Inſtances in Sctipture. Good King 
fei, Hexz:hiab being affrighted at the Appearance of 
Y * Sennacheribs numerous Army, and the Neceipt 
Diſtreſs, of Rabſbekab's/ proud and blaſphemoufly domi. 
1. 37. 14. neering Letter, went up to the Houſe of the Lord, 
aud ſpread ghe Letter before the Lord, and pray'd 
unto tbe Lord, to vindicate his Cauſe. And the 

Event of his Addreſs was, that the Prophet 
Haiah was ſent, ro promiſe him Safety and De- 
. Jiverance. And accordingly” rhe" Angel of the 
Tord went forth, and [mote in tbe Camp of the Af. 
fyrians, an Hundred and fourſcore uni fhoe tbou- 

and; and when they aroſe in the Morning, they 
were: all dead Corpſes. And at another Time be- 

Kings ing directed 10 ſet his Houſe in order, to: diſpoſe 
20. 1, 2,3. his temporal Concerns, becauſe the Time was 
come that he muſt die and not live, that is to 

ſay, his Diſeaſe was mortal, and he could not 
huope to recover by any natural Means, be here. 
upon turned hu Face to the Wall, and pray d and 
Ver. 5, G. \wept fore. And the Lord heard bi Prayer, and 
4+... 1% hitbeld ba Tears, and ſent the Prophet back to him 
wich a Promiſe of Deliverance, and an Aſſu- 


rance that on the Tbird Day he ere go wp 10 the | 
d 


Hufe of the Lord. And the Lord added robs Din: 
Dan.6.to. fifteen Tears. Daniel in like manner, who at 
other Times made his Supplications no leſs 
chan Three Times à Day, we may be ſure 


would not negle& to do it, when in the Lt 


Chap. 3. Den; nor Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednepo, 
22. Tv when in the fiery {nm Beggs lo the orgs 
Chap.6. ing Return they met with! God ſent hs Angel, 
22. and ſhut the Lion Mouths, that the oy not hurt 
| the one; and ſo damp'd the Vio | 

Chap. 3. Fire, that it had no Power over the others; nor 
27. was an Hair of their Head finged,” neither mt 


|. their Coats changed, nor the Smell of Fire had 77 
IG 4 | — P 


ce of the | 
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on them. S0 web prey d unto \tbe Lord bis Jonah 2. i mY 
God, out of the Fiſhs Belly, and by this Means 7, . ml 
rain Deliverance ; for. the, Lord ſpake wits Ver. 16. ii 
the Fiſh, and it vomited out Fonab upon the dry 1 mt 
Lad. And ag David cried unto the Lord in all 1 
his Troubles, and. was deliver d; ſo did his 1 
own, and his Peoples Anceſtors before him 11 
from Age to Age, and obtain'd the like Re- 1 
lief, as himſelf teſtifies. Our Farbers hoped in Phil 22. ma 
thee, they truſted in thee,” and thou didſt deliver 4, 5. = 
them ; the callid upon thee,” and were holpen, the, . = 
put their Truſt in thee, and were not confounded. - 1. 
When St. Paul and Silas were caſt into Priſon, Ads 16. 15 mY 
and their Feet made faſt in the Stocks, they 23, 24- "| Wy 
failed not to apply themſelves to God for Re- 4 BY 
dreſs, by. Nig as well as by Day. Far be- ; 1 
hold at Midnight the pray d, and ſang Praiſes Ver. 25. 17 N 
unto Gad; and the Priſoners heard them. And then 8 | 
it follows, And ſuddenly there as a great Earth- Ver. 26. 11 BY 
quake, ſo that the Foundations F the Priſon were 114 BY 
ſhaken ; and immediately all the Doors were open d, 1 | = 
and every, one's Bands Were locſed. Thus when | [1m 
St, Peter Was kept in Priſon at Teruſalem, Pray- Ads 12. i: li | 


er was made unto God without ceaſmg for bim. And 5. 
though on& would have thought him, whilfl 
within thoſe Walls, to have been ſufficiently 
ſecur d from making his Eſcape ; yet it came 
to paſs, that whilſt he ns, ſleeping betwixt Two Ver. C. 
Souldiers,, bound with Two Chains Within, and on | 
the outſide, the Keepers before the Door kept the 
Priſon ; yet this "Ca ee po the An- Ver. 7. 
tel F the Lord came upon bim, and a Light ſbined 
mt 7 2 5 be [mote Peter on the n | 
rais d him up, ſaying, ariſe up quickly. Ani his 
Chains fell * Dn jr oy guiehy when they Ver. 16. 
nor Wl Vere paſt ther firſt rand ſecond Ward, they came ro 
vere be Tron Gate which leaderb airs? the City, which 
paſ. fend to them of its own accord, and let them 
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8 And uin Myr cells 4 a; of the Thun. 
100 Ng yd » Which 'confiſte: Chriſtiags, 
had this Haig: iven it, | 5 of the. 


TE Car Delive abc wrought A. kheir Supplica- 
01 | in. a Time of, great. Necefliry, * For. 
When Mercus Antoninus and his Army, Whereof 

999 jeſe were a Part, Mii like 85 eri ith by J Hun. 

et and Thirſt, but el n th e ire; of. 

4 em, not having had a ſupp! 9 1 for, 

Five Days together; no ſooner did theſes 

| : roſtrate theme ny the 
Ground, calling v upon God: for Relief in their 
diſtreſſed Con i:10n, but, wax vor. zunibe 

| 20 derb, immediately. the Rain Came uring 
down from Heaven, cooling aud rel reſhing 
cheir own Army,; but a Storm. of Lightning 
100 Hail upon their Enemies. "Sr." prian pro- 

' feſſed the Prayers of the Chriſtians, to be 

3 theilt t Spiritual Weapons, and the. Broke Darts 
e protected them. As Origen [Mo declares 
the Prayers of ſuch as ate replenifh'd wirh the 

holy Spirit to be heard by God, and that here- 
upon he utters his Voice from Hel ven, and ſends 


© {ach bleſſed Showers, as refreſh © tbe Soul. And 


© Conſtantine the Great afh rms va bed, Prayer 

0. 'be. an invincible Defence, and that" it ſhall not 

reet with a. Hife ointment when o K % in Ho: 

; bY 7. But it is needieſs to infi upon che Au: 
chority of ochers, ſince the Holy Serſpture is 
. ul to this, F N e coo: 
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dering he == e our blefled $a 
viour. Ak, and. it ſhall_he. pen ke Set 
je ſpall F* Knock, 177 15 be 7 97 «7, © 

Jou. For e every one th at ah 0 | Fectiwerh * and he. ' 
that ſeeketh, ndeth and ta him that knocketh,, 8 

/ be, opens And ag again, Whathever ge: Mall Sr. Joh. 

ail the Es in m Name, he will gipe it Jou. 16. 23. 

Here is A; ſure oundation. to bald 

Ochers may publiſh their own, Experience. 
the Efficacy, of their Prayers ;. but nn, 
here gives us ſuch, Allure caves, 
Room to doubt whether e = 
granted, ſuppoſing them ſuch as. were fit ou | 
made by us, and that = dd Frs put ne Ob. 
frudtion in N Walze FED he 
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Feing I am canal and hel, Meſs, Ws at my 

beſt Eſtate I have found, 6 G04, by fad Ex- 
perience, that without thee I am not able to leaſe 
thee, nor know of my ſelf, without the Aſſiſtance 
of thy holy Spirit, how to pray for any Thing 
a I ought ; I therefore bumbly beg thy Gui- , | 
dance and Direction, that all my Petitions may be 
— to thy Will; that when I confeſs my Sins, it 
may. Ee 4: an entire Abhorrence and Dereſtation of p 
them ; er up my Praiſes, I may do it wp | 
4 truly thankful Heart; when I ask any te | 
1 , any Deliverance from Danger or Mifer, 
* 1 Thing to be beſtow d upon me, whether 
Re 2 h of I Bod), a Competency of outward Enjoy- 
dane ments, an inward Peace and 1 of Mind, 
ha or whatſoever is moſt nx here, I may be 2 
ring P 4 
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"a perfect — to NY 
4 * . 2 N en 1 fue for ſpiritual Fa- 

& | 2 2 of Sin, thy 5 piric to er- 
e ee, 1% raiſe "a A ec ions to 

Thee rs . Things, to af eakneſſes 
4 ud belp my Ifowitiel: 12 * 4 for the Per. 
| formance of whatever thou req ni of me, or fir 
eternal Life and Salvation; I may do it in Faith and 

ility, and may watchful ly avoid whatever tends 


fo the ſtratin rhe 1th res. "Cleanſe and 105 


1 55 my Sou - 4h all 3 and vain Fancits, th 
28 2 tions to the Fhings of this Wor 

rboſt carnal Deſires and Imaginations, and al II thoſt t 

— = Motions in any Kind, which ave too 4 apt to 

2 m) Thoughts, 404 cool ] Aﬀettions, 


| and even when in thy Remy Ke 2 1 

= t Jam ca 

= | 6 Bs . 1 ſerve tn 4. 

=o | _ _— my r : thee in ſucb prey #5 
1 5 t condeſcend to ove of, through Teſs 

W | 15 * W our e Amen. 4 


nne for che RF I of 


our Prayers. © 
8 1 e * 


* \ * * 
| 1 . ul. Want 39% EL: 
| of £-\ UI WL WS -% 
* 


NT D as thou be both erer þ ** 
raged. me to addreſs, my ſelf to: thee, | 
25 7 whatever I. ftand in need of, whetbe 
eu to this, . to another Life, 4 hep, to oF 


aciows Lord, whenſoever 4 5 * 2 2 
of my Wants, brings me to make 
tions before thee. Extend: thy Pity an ee 


1 me. And anſwer, not my Requeſts accore GE, =y 
my own Deſervings, but according to my 
ond thine abundant eren in 3 a den 
Son Feſt Cbriſ our Lord, A 


Eaſch 1 preſus ume, . 3 you. . 


A . 
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ſeen a Book. written about fourſcare Years 


ſince, by a very worthy Author, though not 
commonly taken Notice of now. Ele was 
ſometime Follow of 8 College i in Cam- 
bridge, and afterwards Rector of Ine in Des 
mrs And his 1— was Mr. Jabn Dows: 

beod... He had ſeveral Treariles. publiſh'd 
in a pretty thick. gart, but I think not till 
after his Death. And he was, I find by them, 
a very conſiderable 1 
to mention him now? 


Exe." Upon the Account of an e 


paſſage I have oblery'd in him to 4 fell e 

you way Ys hr ben] bene — full to 
the 8 my 8 0 heart ſome Years 
e ——— N 
and {| Fort! 

think never ſha 


Kh if, FAA ei chat I am apt te 
orget it. 


af KS. 


ut how dame you . 
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Be ſo kind therefore as to Sg Tg our. 

7 Enſeb,- It is at, the h Page of „ 
Book; an begins . Tayer, as Datta 
8 it, is dr * , te Moumt ing or 

ing up of the Soul unto the Throne of Grace. I 

| 8 the bo oe Incenſe, that | ſweet ſmelling Sacrifice, 

Gn Thr eth ſo Pleaſog'y 3 in the Noſtrils of our 

ee ty whereof, of Jacob's make: 

« Tink, 70 "provuilers with God; that 
we will vs, until be bath'gran- 


r be wag For it bath annex d unto it the 
gracious" Promiſe of Impetration. —= Neithts © 


 thert'any Thing ſo diſſrult, or impoſſible unh Man 
but by Prayer it may be „lese 4 By Prayer, Abra⸗ 
ham ben he was far ſtrieten in Years, and ibe 


umb of bis Wife Sarah was-now dead, obthind 
of God a Son, even Iſaac By Prayer, Jacob efct« | 
ped the Fury and Danger of b Brother Eſau. B 
Prayer, the Children of Iſrael were deliver d 5 | 
their cruel Servitade and Bondage in| Egypt. B 
Prayer, Moſes food in the "Gap, and pat; 4 l 
Wrath of God; that be deſtroꝶ d not bis People. © By 
Prayer, and the lifting up of bis Hands, 1e ſame 
Moſes overthrew the 1 of " the Amalekites. By 
= er, Joſhua fopped the Corirſe of the Sim \".m 
Im obetlient to the Voice of - a Man. By Prion; 
Cenpſoti revenged himſelf up on hu Bebe \ and 
ruined the' Houſe of Dagon“ upon the Phililtines 
By Prayer, on — 7755 incomparable Mea- 
fre — boom Hezekiah, 
being ar the Point of 1 . e Hoes 
added to his 258. By N er, | whe 
Months oi The Three Children quenched 
the flery urnuce, that iot's Ha» therr rl 
Hſhd. Jetta wi 2 15 be Mbule t 
And the Pri bf their 2770 
St. Peer. - 8 * 


ace 
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f al Thags- le "mob bie 15 e De Y OOTY 


t the oly Ghoſh, WY ae r ; 
for or” all Places, niect{[ary- fo all Perſons; 5 5 its 


AS, di 


vill, it fand 1 the 2 
the Gates of F ech 7 COUPE 


no Buſt, neſs what we ee can rde an | 
proſper. 1 2 
D This 1 is an excellent anc Cha- 
racter of this Ry, of Prayer. And now, 
Anchirhanes, ſeei You. have ſuch Encourage-, 
megr40 pray to N in this your 8 by 
ſure to do it. ADE o1t with A 1 and un- 
ſhaken Faith, as. being fully per ſwaded, t 
Cod will boch 97 7 hear you, and will 
800 in yon wh © hal moſt: conduce to his, 
and [he Salyati jon of your, own immag= 
l St For de} pend upon it, He'is the ſame; 
Lord, Yeſtertay, to Day, and for erer. Hig II. 59. 1. 
Hand is not ſhortened, that it ſhall 3 wot. Ip; neither. 
by” ar heavy,, that it cannot bear. No; Salva. md. „ 
tion ill belongeth to the Lord, as muchas ever; 0; b« 
and by Bleſſing i upon hs 1 8 8 nh let me Ten 


1 


deure of you. never to forget in in whoſe Hand = 


you, are, ſo as to take upon yo to chooſe 1 
your leit, and not rather . your. 98 — — 


and alt your Congeri ns, to the Divine Diſpolal. abe. 
rot | 


And parcicularly as to your preſenc State, be 
not ſolicitous for Life. But for as. much as you wine Wit. 
know not, What is moſt expedient. for. yo 
leave it to Almighty God to detetmine as 255 
beſt pleaſe him. Jo be content in all your 
Prayers intirely to ſubmit your Tac ment, a 
reſign your Choice to the Direction of his in- 
finite Wiſdom ; which: will be ſure ro have a 
Regard for your trueſt Intereſt incomparably 
beyond What any | mortal Friend gan haye. 
Rejnetmper che Petition you have juſt now 
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tend N this Life; "of world, Il 5 
never fail to prefer his Wil before your 
own, aud to achllieſce a dd Gy our ſelf, 
in whatſoever it ſhall de his good Pleaſure to 
ordain for you; after the Example of our bleſ- 
ſed Tord, who a little before his Paſſion, be. 
in nearly "aﬀetcd with t * Apprehenſion, of 
15 approaching Crucifixh played Three 
Times over to his heavenly Father, and Wich 
reat Vehernence and Ear eſtneſ, * that thole 
jitter Pains and wed, and Wop like to 91 5 


might be prevented, and he might n WY . 

' 1 to undergo them eren 4 dnſi- 

dering that his Father's Will is eber 0 

moſt eligible,” and that che Wills of alf N | 

kind are indii enſably oblig d to yield xo, i, 

„he wiſt'd father that the Will of God, 4 

£1 Q accompliſh' d, than his own, as he was Man; 

W and accordingly ſurrender'd himſelf to ſafer 

N Mat. | whatſoever ſhould be appointed him. 10 mp 

26. 59. Father, ſayß pur Saviour, if 3 it be poſſible, let | ha 

dn 2 1 N from me; nevertheleſs not as 1 will, but 

t. 4, 4 thou wilt. 0 795 Father, if F this of ay 

8 r on mne, except I drink i a thy 77 

'  wewn And a again, the ck excinpla cily 7 wk rd 

N - xegdy Submiſſion to the Divine Will, he Far 

wean tbh 72% Ds uſing the ſame Words. 

wy CE Te 987 profeſs our ſelves Chriſtians, 

5 1 wn highty Peron us all, without Doubt 

oe Hehicacion, to follow this WR Pattern, 

which out'g 77 Lord and Maſter UMM ſet us in 

all our Praye ad 1065 oral good Things of 

Whatever K Kind, Ang this Courſe therefore, . 

Ke oO is necefſarily 9 15 to take i 

arion 112 Sickneſs of this” | 

pray ro to remove Your, i Nd. 

u cd your former elch, t BYE | 
2 yet, tor & while hanger, * Tet 2 


Sha” 
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— — ___ +a 


in IT == x4 FELT \L 
here on Earth: and have an DR 
ſerving him better than you have done Re. | 
% yon m u our pwn Jud 
5 Nr 017 hy go ont 
tet your Prepatiation'for: your latter End, _— 

muſt then reſign up your Telf to God, though 
Deach ſhould 2 2 before you in ever ſo 
frightful a Dre Though you were to un- 
dergo the ſharpeſd Paitts and DolGuts in o * 
to your Diſſolution, you ought, howeve 7 
remember that it be belongs not to you to chooſe 
for your ſelf. And indeed, conſidering how 
_— ſighted we alf are, and how apt to im. 
ole upon our N ſr is well for us, that we 
= one who is infinirely wiſer to chooſe 
for us. - Wherefore ſer bef, fore your ſelf the 
Example of our bleſſed Lord, when under 
abundantly greater Agonies than any | 
have felt; and behave your ſelf with the 4 a ame 
Humility and Submiſſion that he did. Call 
to Mind how he aim ope 0 2 an became robe. Phil. . % 


gave him a Name, whi ich. i above every Name, 
that - the Name of Feſur every Knee: Id bow, 
of 7. hings in Heaven, 'and Things in rr, and EY 
* under the Earth: and that every Ton we 
ſhould confeſs th ar Feſus Chrig V Lord, to the Gly 
God the Father.” Re 3 moreover what 
St. Perer tells us of this his Subiniſſion to his 


Father's Will, that he not only died: to make 
Atonement for our Sins, bur 


tern for our Imiracion, that he 194 
es r an e that ban 
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\ F. confeſs, O heavenly Fuaber, that 1 have 
faſply.' deſerved; much beavier.' Puniſhment at thy 
Hand, iban ibu Sickneſs bere groan. under. 
If thou · ſhouldeſt be extream to mark what 
were done amiſs, O Lord,; who may 
abide it ? I am very ſure that I, poor, arettbed 
Sinner, cannot. - I bow ſinned, O Lird ; I have 

U ned againſt thy holy Lalus, and broken thy Cum 
= mandments Times without Number; and ans highly 

| ſenſible that whatſoever I ſuffer; I ſuffer deſervedly, 

4 . 1.4 beavier thay it does. Thou, O Lord, art Riphteows 
| in all thou haſt brought upon me; but. I hape done 
very fooliſhly, and have thereby given thee juſt Ot. 

raſion, to have, oceeded ini a 15 ſeverer- Manner 

A2 againſt me. I huinbly ſubmit 'to the Stroke of -thj 
| Rod, ' beſeeching thee to give me- Grace, no. an 

41 all Times, to bear whatever thou layeſt upon me, 

with both Patience and Thankfulne(s. Suffer me mot 

| Jo much as once to murmur; fret, or be diſſatisfied u 

thy Diſpoſal of, me. But gramt mt, with iber ur- 

| moſt Submiſſion and Reſignation 10 thy holy Will,"to 

Wait „ good Pleaſure, and bt always upon my 

Watch, till my great Change come, in a full A- 

' cance that I ſuffer nothing, but by the Direttion of 

927 + » jhe perfecteſt \Wiſdom and Goodneſa, and what, if | 
l be not wanting to my 12 ſhall undoubtedly turn 

to tbe Glory of thy great Name, and the Safety: and 
Welfare of my own Soul, through Feſus Chriſt our 

= | d, Amen. | 9 - 


done, 
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6 Sickniels. | 
0 . WER 
Br Lord our lug Father, Almighty and 


. everlaſting God, who. as thou multiplieſt 
| "Bleſſings. and Benefits, upon Mankind, doſt. 244 
at other Times ſend. Sickneſs and Diſaaſes, either 
fer theis Correction and Amendment, or in arder to 
their Tranſlation into ' another. State, lool upon me 
with an Eye of Pity, in this low and weak Condi- 
tion, whereto I am reduc d. Make thou all my 
Bed in my Sickneſs. Comfort me, and ſuppotr 


me under this thy fatberiy Vi 9 | Sandify it 


to me, that it may be 4 Means of purifying. my 


Heart, and. raiſing it up to the * above. And 
male thou me more and more i ith. that 


other better State, wherein"1 hal neither Sin. an 
Tak nor be Sick, or Die am more; IL know, 
Lord, that of very Faithfulneſs thou haſt cau- 
me to be troubled; and that my Sickneſs 
feel nex newer hurt me, unleſs through my. own Fault. 
Oh! ſuffer me not to be ſo much mine own Enemy 
«| to turn it againſt my ſelf. But of thy: ee. 
Aerey turn thou it to my Advantage, that ar it 
me 4 Proſpect of. my latrer End, ſo it may alſo 
2 5 to. make. me the fitter for it. Wielt . my my 
ing te Strengthen my weal and lan- 
le all my good Purpoſes and 
: Reſolations.'+. 33 that the Reſult of all 
be Glory #9: thee my God, ns and 8 
vation to me thine uuworthy ſonful — 4 
I me not this, I moſt: . 2 ee 
en Saviour and Redeemer. 


5 6 Euſeb. 
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2 — eee 
e God has hitherto" been mereiful tb 
vou; and you need not queſtion but he will 


e eee eee 
ed. 9s is my grede Support, © © 


| Eee 8 
Another to the ſame Purpoſe. 


TJ ORD, I humbly proy thee, perfett what 750 
IL % begun in me. O thou God of Peace | ſas- 


ſelves 3 and that whatſoever Prayers we put up 
to him aright, will certainly receive a gracious 
Anſwer, either ſuch as we deſirs, or ens 


Re 


8 * a * . 
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troubleſome to you; for this is, not all, nor 

indeed the main of what I deſir d, and where« 

in Tbeadoras kindly undertook: to gratify me. 

For I want farther to be inform d, how I-mayt 

know, Whether I be ſo far in God's Favour; 

as that I may reaſonably expect to be tranſla- 

ted into a better State, when I ſhall be takem 

n e e e e = 
Tbeod. 'Thiis'is a Matter of the higheſt Im- 11 

portande that can be, and which ought to be 1 

ſeriouſly and throughly conſider d. And it is 4H 

what I deſign d to ſpeak to ſo foon as the other R 

ſhould be diſpatch d; A nei is is 
Auchith. Wherefore I hope you will pleaſe 

now to enter ufen it, wn F „ ont 
Theod. Our chief Deſign in attending you, 

was to do you the beſt Service we are capable 

of ; and you will be very little oblig d to us, 

if we ſhottld leave the prinoipal Branch of the 

Queſtion upesenſider d.. , 9 ha 

wah in ſhore is Anchithanes's ſecond | 

— How he may make a right Judg- 

ment of himſelf ; and the Circumſtances he is 

in as to his future State; by what Means he 
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Anchitb. Really Sirs, | 
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We 


| would gladiy be taught, how I may diſcern 


what is like to become of r wer at my B 
ture Renee. e 00 
—__ + Euſeb. And with are certainly to de gre 7 
1 | commended, for employing your 8 

about your chief Intereſt, and ſadying tO 
male your Calling and Election ſure; "Which is 
the great Buſineſs you came into che World 
for, and upon the Performance, or Neglect 
whereof, depends a Happy or Miſerable Eternity. 
"Theod. Many have undertaken to reſolve 
chis Enquiry. And a great Part of them have 
done it wich very little Succeſs. Wher 

= that I may duly caution againſt ſuch Miſtakes 
s - - as you might poſſibly be liable to, | maſtrake 
Ty _ Liberty to obſerve, chat mv one ought $0\tonclude 

| None to himfelf i in a State of Grace, f or 7 Ee 
judge him- tions that may nom and then SG Mind. 
25 Can 1; Abob humbled bimſelf at che Preaching of the 
4. Propher Elijah, and rent bis: — put un 
cauſe 7 Sackcloth Fw bis: Heſu, and faſted and lay. in Sucł- 
ſome good cloth, and wem ſoftly, Demiſſo Gapire, — the 


T vulgar Bible, hanging down bie Hin f A, 


„ vince Parefooty ſays the 'Choldee 2 $ by 

2 1 Ng, after the Manner. of Mourmets, wry hc 

blus ; hereby 'reftifying. his re: Ghar rief 

and Feat for his Injuſtice, though ſuch 2 

produced no Reſtitution, or real Amend- 

AR: 8.24: ment in any Reſpect. Simon: Magus in 

— Acknowledgment of his Wickednels, "defi 

St. Mark red St. — to 27 for him. Hero beorl Je 

6.20. Baptiſt gladly, and did many Thing, in Obedi- 

ence to the Doctrine ersten by him ' Felix 

Ads 24. trembled, when he heard St. Paul reaſoning 4 
25. Temperance, and Rigbteouſueſe, and Falgment 

come. Vet they are all Reprobates. eren 

the contrary may a Man condemn himſelf, for 

ſome Coldneſs and Dampneſs of Spirit that 

he finds in himſelf, fo long as his Heart is tru- 
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ly ſer to ſerve the Lord, «and he does it to the 

beſt of his Power at that" Time, though not 
ſuitably to his Deſires. As our Bodies are of- 
ten out of order, and ſo leſs fit for their uſual 
Operations; ſo are our Souls too. Inſomuch 
that the beſt Chriſtians do not find themſelves 
always alike diſpos d for God's Service, nor 
able to worſhip him witch the ſame ſenſible 
Fervor and Affection. Net ought not fucti to 
be diſcourag d; or to diſtruſt their own Son- 
dition, becauſe their Minds thro' the Infitmicy 
of the Body are nor always in the fame happy 
Temper. They ſhould" rather argue with 
themſelves, that this not being in their Power 
to remedy, their Buſineſs is to bear it'with's 
Chriſtian Patience, and though to be ſincerely 
humbled for it, yet by no Means to miſtruſt 
the Mercy of God. or deſpairof the Acceptance 
of their Devotions, much leſs of, their Salva- 

tion by reaſon of it; it is the Heart as I ſhalt 
obſerve more fully anon, that God looks for, 


% 


and out of hich, as the wiſe Man ſpeaks; are prob. 4. 
the Iſues of Life; and ſo long as this is right, 3. 
they need not diſtruſt Gods Favour, by re. 
fon of ſich Weakneſſes and Imperfections, as 
are naturally incident to this frail, mortal State, 
and ſo are unavoidable by us, whilſt we fre- 


main in it. | Neither ought any" one to think the bell ths becanſs 
ter of bimſelf, becauſe his Conſcience ſometimet vel of ſome © 
zoils, and is uneaſy, and checks and rebukes him Checks of 
for what he does amiſs, and he cannot commit his ſcience. 
Sins with the ſame Eaſe and Unconcernedneſs, that 
thoſe about him do. This ſhews him not to have 
ſinned himſelf beyond all Senſe of Duty, and © 
that he is nor yet paſt feeling, but not that he Ephef. 4 
is freed from the Dominion of his Sins. Know 19. 
1t not, ſays St. Paul, that to wm ye yield jour Rom. C. 
2 | ſelves 1. 
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may. Let no Man.therefore flatter He 


PTY 


ſelves: Servants to obey, ha Servants. Je are o 
whom ye obey, whether of; Sin unto. Death, or of 
Obedience unto Righteouſneſs *. Thei Queſtion 
therefore is nor whetheb Sin be obey d willing. 
Ius or unwillingly; but whether it be Obey d 


ihop 


# 


10 4 better State hereafter, 229 

Ws ———=:, — — . .. — 
% Biſhop. Taylor very juſtly, * that he & a regen. 
F WM rate Perſon, "a though be & a Servant to Sing 
on and acts gt the Command of bu Luſts, and cant 
N reſiſt in the evil Day, an ſtand rhe Shock of 'a 267 
„d Temptation, yet be fs an Unwillingneſs within, © 
er- bim, and 4 Strife againſt Sin. — E ver) ſuch, 1 
en, Perſon x 4 Servant of Sin, and therefore not a. Ser- 
to vant F the Spirit, but free from, that is, not ru- 
do led by the Law of Righteouſneſs. And again, 
cks If an unregenerate. Perſon did always ſin wil- 
Jie ingly, that u, without Reluctancy and Strife with- 
ney in; and the Regenerate did ſin as infallibly, hut yet” 
-be ſore againſt bi Will ; then the regenerate Perſon 
„ if were the verier Slave of the Tuo; fr he that obeys LE 
ya willingly, 1 leſs a Slave, than he that obeys. in b 
uilt Spight of. bis Heart. A wicked Man may not 
eet be ſo hardened in his Wickedneſs, nor his 
od WM Conſcience ſo ſear'd, but that he may ſome- 
uh times find ſtrong Reluctancies in himſelf, be- 
|, of fore he can bring himſelf to comply with a . 
the Temptation. But if he do however work him - : 
ohn, ſelf up to ſuch a Compliance, this ſhews the 
greater Malignity of his Heart, and that he is 
to jet in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and the Bond of Ini- 
ob- quity. Some Sins too are of ſo heinous a Na- 
and ture, and offer ſuch Violence to a Soul not 1 
ind fully ſertled upon its Lees, that a Man may be N 
und wicked to a great Degree, and yet not be able : 
ine to venture upon theſe without a Struggle and 14 
vho Conflict within himſelf, before he can reſolyve 5 
elf- to commit them. In which Caſes, the Sinner x 
ned not only remains a Sinner ſtill, notwithſtand- \ 
"his ing theſe Reproofs from his Conſcience ; but - 
ger be is ſo much the greater Sinner, for hayin 5 
broke through all thoſe Impediments to get at | 

' Vnum Neceſſar. Chap. 7. Sect. 5. N. 35. he : 
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Nor for His Sin. A Min hay not only bt tenghe hit Puh, 
ſome Ad- but convinc 4 moreover of the Needvt of Pe om. 
Vances to- ing it, and that he is a perniciods Enemy t H un 
wards a ne f e 
tion, © Cfllent, and commend and aWire it in others, ut it 
9 # well known that many applaud Virtue in thts 

pn and Words, that yet fhew but little Re. 
far: fo it in their Actions ; may Foal divers of 
hz leſs tempting Sins, and ſomerimes ſuch are nt 
to. be caft off, without ſome Violence offer 4 to bim. 
ſel „ an na Of Rip ; may be obſervant 


of the ordinary Offices of Religion ; may beo ſum 
_ Charities, and ſometimes ſeek to make tp Diſt: 
$r. Luke ces among bis Neighbours ; may faſt and yu 
18.12. Tithes, as rhe propd Phariſee did, and. Yo many 
other good Deeds; and yet come ſhort Heaven 
His bedience mult be ſerious, and uniform, 
and conſtant, whatſoever T emptations he 
meets with to the contrary, if he Would not be 
Chap. 13. found of the Number of thoſe, whb (hall ſeek 
24. to enter in at the treigbt Gate, and fhall not be 
able. He muſt renounce all his trioft” beloved 
x Thef. z. Luſts; muſt 'ab#gin from all Appearance of Evil; 
22. and mult "perfeg? Holineſs in the Fear of God, by 
72 Cor. 7. 1 keeping the Commandments before he can hope to 
Be enter into Life, || Neither may we preſume our ſelves 
+ St. Mat. % Nr 
19. 17. [a e, becau e of our Love to the inſtrumental Duties 
Religion, 


Nor for 9 
his Love to 
the inſtru- 


uch as hearing and reading God's 
Word, attending upon the Preaching of it, 
receiving the bleſſed Sacrament, c. fo long 
mental D u- e e 
ties of Re- as we have not a. like Repard to all God's Com- 

2 4 FEES 32% £131 > ETFS 2 
ligim. mTandments. One ſpends a great Part of his 
Pal 119. Time in hearing Sermons, running from one 
9. Church to another, as if the whole of Chii- 
ſtianity conſiſted in enguiring after God's 
Wil, rather than in a diſigent and conſcien- 
St. James tious Performance of it ; and fo being s fl 
1. 22. rer of the Word, hut not s Boe of it, decerves bu 
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un ſelf. Another is very obſervant of his 
Times of Devotion, both/in Publick and Pri- 
vate, and is careful to admoniſh his Neigh- 
bours, and invite, and encourage them to a 
like Deportment. And ſo far is well. But yet 
how good an Opinion foever he has of himſelf 
upon this Account, he ought to know, that it is 
not enough that theſe Duties be perform d; but 
an Eye muſt alſo be had to the End of them, 
which is the making us Holy in all Manner of 1 St. Pet. 
Converſation, and till they produce this good 1. 15. 
Effect in us, the true Intent and Deſign of 
them is. not anſwer d. Again, another is ve- 

ry deſirous to partake of the holy Euchariſt 
upon all Opportunities, and accordingly is 
ſure to be there whenever it is adminiſtreg, 

and carries himſelf very devoutly at it. He 
takes Care too to prepare himſelf for ſome 
Time beforehand, for this holy Ordinance, 

by a diligent Examination into his own Heart 
and Ways, 'a Renunciation of all his Sins, and 

a Reſolution and Promiſe of better Obedience 

for the Future; and hence he concludes him- 

ſelf a good Chriſtian, and a happy Man. Vet 

let ſuch an one remember, that except he re- 
duce his good Purpoſes to Practice, unleſs his 

Life be all of a Piece, and he approve himſelf 
a Saint out of the Church or Cloſer, 'as well 
as in it, he js yet but an ill Proficient in tbe 
School of Chriſt. Theſe foremention d, and 
the other like Duties, are indeed of great 
Weight in our Religion, and neceſſary Parts of 
it; and are of fuch excellent Uſe in order to 
our Growth in Grace, that he who performs 


"Uo 


them as he ought, may juſtly be ſaid to be * 


far from the Kingdom of Heaven, and its eternal 
Felicity. And yet, as/near as he is, if he de- 3 
pend upon cheſè Duties, and have nôthing eſe 
wh Q 4 1 
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do make out his Title to that bleſſed Place, he 
will neyer come thither. But whatſoever No- 
tion either himſelf, or others, may have had 
of him, becauſe of ſuch his Deportment, here in 
this World, he will find himſelf in a-deplorable 
Condition clay; het comes into the other. Thz 
Prov. 15. Sacrifice of the Wicked an Abomination to the 
8. Lord. And he that turnetb away. bis Har from 
bearing the Law, that is, from attending to, and 

Ag 25, bey ing it, even bis, Prajer ſhall be an Aboming 
„ de, Almighty God by the Prophet Jah 
moſt exprelly deglares.againſt this Sort of Re- 
ligion, as no Way acceptable to him, and di- 
rects to that which is more real and ſubſtantial. 
As whoſoever pleaſes may ſee in the Firſt 
Chapter of Ieiab, the Thirteenth and Seven 
| following Verſes, And in the New Teſta- 
St. Luke ment, ſays our Saviour, Why call ye me Lord, 


N 
; 
ö 
' 
* 
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St. Mat. . Not every one that ſaith unto me Lora Lord, ſha 
21. enter into the Kingdom of. Heaven, but he that doth 
the Will of my Father which is in Heaven. It is 

not profeſſing his Name, and worſhipping and 

praying to him that will capacitate us for Sal- 

vation, nor any Thing leſs than a ſincere and 

| univerſal Obſervance of the. Precepts he has 
| Nor from given us in Charge. Much leſs may any one ex 
his Zeal for pect to he [awd for his Adherence t0.a Sect or Pars 

Sent or ty and 3 Zeal for oting its. Intereſt, and 
„ eſpecially by unjuſtifiable and wicked Means, 
Gal. 4. 18. 1t is certainly good to be zealouſly affected always; 

7 but then we muſt be ſure it be in 4 good Thing, 
Nom. 10. and according to Knowledge ; for otherwiſe the 


3. Conſequents of it may be very terrible. It 

| Phil. 3 6. was St. Pauls Teal that put him upon perſecu- 

W ting the Church of Chrift. Yet he was fo far 
=: from valuing himſelf. for it, that he calls him- 


r Tim. r. ſelf the Chief of Sinners, and profeſſes of hin: 
3 3 41 „„ n 5 , 0 AP 8 4 * 5 ell, 


* 
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6.45. Lord, ed do not the Things that 1 ſay ? And again, 
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poſſibly 
pleaſe themſelves with ſuch a Zeal, and may 
think themſelves no mean Chriſtians for it; 
but it is a very indifferent Sign that Chriſ Fe- 
ſus is truly 228 in them. Schiſms and Divi- 
ſions are ſo highly diſpleaſing to Almighty 
God, that throughout St. Pauls Epiſtles, per- Rem. 15.5, 
haps you will not find any one Sin, againſt 6. & Chap. 


which he ſo frequently cautions his Readers, , 718. 


as againſt this. And in the ancient Church it 58 "ig 
was eſteemed of that heinous. Nature, that 3. 3. . 
Martyrdom it ſelf was not thought a ſufficient Ch 11, 
Expiation of it. And ſuch muſt therefore be 121 87 
moſt deſtructive Caſuiſts, who can look upon 9. p 4 


embarking in ſo dangerous an Evil, as a To- 2% its 


ken of a holy and good Mind. | It is what ſin- & Chap. 3. 


cere and well- meaning - Perſons may  fome- 16. 
times fall into; but it is certainly no Part of 

their Goodneſs, but a great Blemiſh to it, and 

a leſſening all their brighteſt Virtues. So far 
is it from being any Sort of Evidence for their :- - 
Juſtification and Salvation. I 3d ate ey + Dt 
Euſeb. Has this Zeal for a Party ever ben 
laid down as a Teſt of our Diſpoſition in or- 
der to a future State? nag, it 3 
Deod. Never that I know of it in fo many 
Words. But the great Regard that is ordina- 
rily ſhewn to it by thoſe of the ſame Party, 
and the Encouragement they uſually give to 
one another, as if all that ſuffer'd in ſuch. a 
Caſe were Martyrs for Chriſt, ſeems ſo natu- 
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ſelf, that he was not worthy to be call d an Apo- 1 Cor. 15. 
fle, and for this very Reaſon, becauſe be bad 9. BI 
perſecuted the Church of God, Men may 
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frally to imply it, that this gave me Occa. 
2 — - Ss againſt ſuch a Self- deceit. 
EBufeb. But ſeeing there are ſo many Sectz 
and Hereſſes, Diviſions and Subdiviſions, do 
not you think that every one is nearly con 
gern d to adhere faithfully to what he is fully 
fatisfiedis riglit, and to promote it to his Pow. 
er, whether by doing or ſuffering? And if 
has die for it, may he not look upon this as 
lluaying down his Life for Chriſt; and conſe- 
gquentiy may he not reckon himſelf one of 
tmqoſe to whom our Saviour has promis d, that 
.8. by laying down their Lives for bis Sake, they 

& ſhall ſaverhem to all Eternity? © 
- Luke Tread. No doubt every one is nearly con- 


2 
Klees „and thoſe 


0 


3. 
= 


=p RI To 


ed Strictneſſes upon them. Mo unto you Scribes St. Mat. 
and Phariſes, Hypoctites, for ye com afs Ses 23.15. 


and Land to make one Proſelyte, and when be u 
made, ye make him twofold more the Child of Hell 
than your ſelves. Next, to caution that they 


be not contentious and quarrelfome when in 


the Right, but temper their Zeal with Pru- 
dence and Gentleneſs, and a Tenderneſs of 
Heart towards ſuch as differ from them; that 
their Zeal in ever ſo juſt a Cauſe do not tranſ- 
port them beyond the Bounds of their Duty, 
and put them upon any indirect and unlawful 


Means for the Maintenance of what they 


have undertaken, ſtudying by all fair Ways, 
but none other than ſuch, to juſtify them- 


ſelves and their Profeſſton; as becomes the 


Followers of the meek and holy Feſws. But 
that which I chiefly intended is, in the laft 


Place, that none ever expect their Zeal for the 


beſt of Cauſes, the- weightieſt of Truths, or 
the moſt truly Chriſtian Doctrines, ſhould 
ever make Atonement for their Vices and Im- 
moralities. Right Principles will by no Means 
ſuit wrong Practices. And let a Man be ever 
ſo Orthodox in his Belief, or regular in his 
Worſhip, or conſtant to ſome diſcountenanced 
Chriltian Duty, all the Concern he can ſhrew 
in behalf of ſuch decried Part of his DNS 
will never recommend him to Almghty G El 
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greſs his Laws, And I have therefore often 

wonder d, to ſee ſuch as could ſuffer to a great 

Degree for the Sake of a good Conſciencè, to 

be yet fo unconſcientious as to indulge them. 
ſelves in cuſtomary Sweating or Intemperance, 
Cheating, or other like immoral and ſhameful 

Courſes, It ſuch do not think to make Amends 

90 for their Looſeneſs in one Reſpect, by their 
Exactneſs in the other, I cannot tell why they 


And yet, if they do think it, they groſly de- 

ceive themſelves, as they will be ſure at length 

to find to their Coſt. But I have already in- 

ſiſted too long upon this fifth Particular; 

Nor from Wherefore I leave it, and proceed. e are by 
our Vene- no Means to, judge our ſelves in God's Favour, and 
ration for Heirs of the. Glory be has promis d to his. faithful 
goodMen. Servants, from our Regard to Men of | exemplary 
Piety, and the great Veneration we bade for them, 


down as a Rule, whereby for Chriſtians to 
take a View of the State of their Souls. But 


if you but call to Mind, that the moſt profli- 
gate Wretches cannot but ever and anon be- 
tray the Reverence they inwardly bear, to ſuch 


have the greateſt Averſion to, and whom they 
would repreſent as Fools and Madmen, for 
not a into the ſame Exceſs of Riot with them- 
| {elves irtue commands a. Reſpect, even 
rom the incorrigibly Wicked, which with all 
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And though others, who are not ſo intirely 


f in other Reſpects he allows himſelf to tranſ- 


mould chooſe to ſuffer as they have done; 


This, I remember, has ſometimes been laid 


with how little Reaſon will evidently appear, 


as at other. Times, they would be thought to 


their Arts they cannot ſo totally ſuppreſs, as 
that it ſhall not frequently diſcover it fel 


devoted to their Luſts, may have a greater 
Veneraion than theſe, for ſuch as they es 
JO Eee 2 2 


to & better State hereafter; \ 
— *— — | * 
truly Holy and Religious; the moſt that can 
be collected from hence is, that they are not 

ſo wholly: abandoned to their Viees as theſe; 

not that they have made ſuch Proficiency in 
Chriſtianity, as to capacitate them for the 
heavenly Felicity. Nor farther may a Man Nor from 
reckon himſelf ſafe, purely from bu Reliance. upon bis Reli- 


clit for Saluutm. A Doctrine che holy (hagen 


Scriptures never taught, though ſome Men Salvat 

have! It is true, It is Chriſt alone that has 
urchaſed this Salvation for us; and who free- 

y offers it to ſuch as will be prevail'd with to 


capacitate themſelves for it. He calls and in- 
vites, and preſſes and beſeeches Sinners to be * 


reconcil'd to God. But then it is to be con- 


ſider d, that this being reconcil d to God implies - - 1 


more in it, than a bare Reliance upon Chriſt. 
It implies in it no leſs than a hearty and ſin- 
cere Repentance, and Amendment of Life; 
which is often * enjoined in Scripture, and 
without which there is no Poſſibility of being 
faved. And accordingly our Lord himſelf 
declares, that whoſoever || will enter into Life, 
muſt keep the Commandments. This is a neceſ- 
ſary Condition of the Goſpel- Covenant, which 
whoſoever does not faithfully ſet himſelf to 
perform, can have no Hope of Salvation. 


And though it be ſaid, that * by the Works of tbe 


Law no Fleſh ſhall be juſtified, but only by the 


6— 


_ Lad —_— 2 
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St. Mat. 3. 28. & 4. 17. & 9. 13. St, Mark 1. 15. & 
6. 12. Acc. 2. 38. & 17. 30. & 20. 21. & 26. 20. Rev. 2. 
5 16, „ . ne Sl n, 3 

St. Mark 1. 4. St. Luke 13. 3, 5. & 24. 47. Acts 3. 
19. & 5. 31. & 11. 18. 2 Cor. 7. 10. 2 St. Pet. 3. 9 

|| Se. Mat. 19 17. ale 
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Fairh of Fil Crip, this i very ting from 4 6 
2 g chat our Juſtification, and conſequent- 
our Salvation, does not depend upon the 
orks of the Goſpel, when our Saviour and 
nis Apoſtles fo conftandy- teach it does. Not 
that any Services we are capable of paying, 
can any Way merit our Salvation, this 
_ »,  . the Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, and which is 
do be obrain'd only throug his Mediation; 
but only they are the indiſpenſable Condition 
of obtaining it, our bleſſed: Lord having un- 
doubtedly aflured us, that he will beſtow it 
Ads 20. upon no other Terms, but of Repentance unto 
20. Life, as well as Faith in, and dependance up- 
on him for it. And agreeably ee” is the 
Phil. 3. 9. Apoſtle St. Paul to be underitood, when he 
profeſſes his Deſire, to he found in Chrif, not bas 
ving bis own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law"; 
but that hich is through the Faith of Chriſt; the 
Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith. Where i 
is plain the Apoſtle does Ke diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to the 
Precepts of his Goſpel,” of which Faith in 
Chriſt is one; but purely between a legal and 
evangelical Obedience. And the Righte- 
ouſneſs he difclaims is not his Obſervande of 
the Laws of the Goſpel, but as himſelf tells 
Acts 26. us, ſuch as is of the Lam, that Fewiſb Law 
5. wherein he had been educated, and bad lid 
a ſtrict Obſerver of its Rites and Ceremonies, 
4 Phariſee. All theſe, ſays he, I now de- 
ſpiſe, in Compariſon of the ineſtimable Ad- 
vantages that are to be expected, by the pu- 
rer and more divine and heavenly Religion of 
the Goſpel; that Religion which conlſiſts in a 
Belief of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and Obe- 
dience to its Commands. A Doctrine that eq 
has taught our Duty more plainly. than — 1 
a 1 : 8 E | | 
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Law did, has given far greater Encourage- | 

ment to, and has — — Aſſiſtance 

in the Performance of it, and has ſhewn us 

how our Failings and Defects may be pardon d 

through Chriſt, if we but take Care to ſerve 

him ſincerely according to our Power. And 

in this Senſe is that other Text refer d to like- ; 

wiſe by the Any of Divines in their lagen 

Catechiſm to be taken; To him give all the Pro- Ade t 

phets Witneſs, that rbrougb his "Name, whoſoever 43. 

believeth in him, ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins. 

And that other 8 ying of St. Paul and Sila to 


OY — 
4 
4 * 


the convert Jailor ; Believe in the Lord Feſar bag. 10 Ra: 


Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaud. In neither of 37. 
which Places is Faith to be taken as an Act of 

relying upon Chriſt , which the Apoſtle 

St. Fames aſſures us & dead when alone, and not Se. James 
accompanied with good Works; but an em- 2. 37. 
bracing the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and a 
Submiſſion to all its Precepts and Injunctions, 

as without which there is no pleaſing God, or 


hope of being accepted with him. In a word, Hebt. 12. 


a Reſolution of all our Grounds of Salvation 1 


into a meer Dependance upon Chriſt, is no 

leſs than a total Subverſion of his Goſpel ! 
which does moſt certainly require this Depen- 
dance upon him for the Forgiveneſs of our 
Sins, and the Acceptance of our defective im- 
perfect Services, When we have us d our own 
unfeigned Endeavours to qualify our ſelves for 

his Mercy ; but from one End of it to the 

other inculcates the miſerable Condition of ſuch 

as indulge themſelves in any Sort of Sin, and 

fo are not meet to be Partakers 4 the Inheritance © {1 
of the Saints in Light. Of ſuch it aſſures us, beyond | 


all Contradiction, that they ſhall be puniſh d with . Ther r. 


1 


Lord, und from the Glory of bis Poiver yr 


everlaſting Deſtruftion, from the Preſence of the 9, to. © 


dl os 3 9 7 * 


Het judge aur Tithe: 
ſhall. come to be glorified in his Saints; and to be ad. 
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in a State 
of Grace. 
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ſo. This has been - poſitively laid down as an 
infallible 'Teft, and much inſiſted upon by di- 

vers Authors of no ſmall Character in their 

Time. But without any juſt Reaſon ; for 

there is nothing more certain, than that 

Ezek. 18. 4 Righteous Man may turn away from his Rigb- 
26. teouſneſe, and commit Iniquity,' ani die in in. And 
Rom. 11. though the Gifts and Calling of Gad are without 
19. Repentance, and he will never reject ſuch as 
ſhew themſelves worthy Partakers of his Es- 

e 4 1 8 85 : Your, 
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dene Suche ho bereaf 


rere 


your; _— EVE retain cheir Igtegrity; e. 1 
on the otfiet Hand, from biin that” Barb! Bol Se. lat. 
that is; that makes not a” good Improvement 13. 12. 
of what Grace lie is intruſtecd Withi, ſhall be ta- | 
hen auay even that he bath: And chou x phat whom St. John 
God once loves; be loves to be End, if't 3 13.1, 
tinue proper Objects of his Love; yer "this 
will never prove, that he will ſtill ge on 4 
love them; how ' heinoully ſoever duese fe 
againſt him! For which Reafon our Saviou our 
cautions his Diſciples," ſo to demean them: 
ſelves, as that he may have no Occaſſon to 
withdraw his Affectiofi from them. As the Fa- St. John 
tber hath loved mme, ſaith « our Saviour, fo bave' 15. 9- 
loved you $i ebmtinjule ye. in my love. As if our 

ny ſhould have ſail; Take Care to * 

thoſe Things, which you know pleaſinig to 

me, that ſo I may yet continue to love ο ? 
And how this is to be done, the follbwing 
Words declare; F ye key my Commandmems, ye Ver. 10. 
ſhail abide in in Love; even M bave kept thy. Fu- 

they's Commaniments and abide in hit Love. This 

15 the only W ay 0 have his Love continu d to 

us to the laſt. And whoſoever acts otherwilz, 

has all the Reaſbn! in the World to ſatisfy Him- 

ſelf, chat he is Yo, out his own 'Deftrue: 


not obey bo Truth: that Gin eatsrchey tak been 

once in the right Way, may nevertheleſs drum Hebr. 10. 
— unto Perdition, as well as others go on to rh 39. 

ſaving of their Souls. Men may have proceed. | Tre 5 
ed lo far, as not only to haye been enligbrened, £126 105 
or baptized i into the = Church, but 's 


have 


«a A Ad 1 * T7 “ f * 9 * 4 
1 R Ls X's * N 8 — [ 2 OREN OFFER Ce TY 
: Oo, SU , þ ſee Ee” * * K 
N we WE ; \ 
. 4 | £34 919 PU, W217 ” 
: — 


1 


nac! 2 
44 "EA... 
W 4 
8 


1 9 


St. Mat. 
dures, fo the End, that- ſhall. be {a rk F And al 
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. elſe will have their Hopes dreadful. 
ted, when they come to hear their final Sen- 
tence pals'd upon them. They may haye de- 


diſappoin, 


luded themſelves in their Life - time, with the 
Thoughts of their having been once in the 
Way of Righteouſneſs, but will he convingd 
to their eternal Sorrow that they have not beef 
ſo wiſe as they thought themſelves. For ſup- 
poſing they are not miſtaken concerning; their 
former State, and that they were once in as 


good a Condition as chey imagine, thei Apo- 
ſtatizing afterwards is at leaſt as certain 


Nor be- 
cauſe he 
is ſorry 
for his 
Sins. 


Sign they are now out of the Wa of Salva- 


tion, as their utmoſt Attainments in Religion 


ever could be, that they were at any Linie in 


it. Nor again may 42 Man conclude himſelſe ſafe, 
becauſe be & ſorry for bis Sins, after he har commit- 


ted them. This I own, is highly commendable in 


him, and the beſt Thing he can de {next to 
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frequently” purſde chem, i inn f Spig ht ofa te. 

Care they ca take 6 fie and appel then,” 

are an unden "£8 root, that. a Man may, be. 

gteatly xrotbled for his Id without being 1 7 

true Penſtent. Jude we” All know Was 10 3 

and no ohe que ons” to what” Place. he; Went, 

when hie le "this World.” "Wherefore in the 

laſt Place, The o true and tai Tt whereby Nor any 

1 male 4 "Highs Jud ment of our el, # that other Way 

which t buy "He ed. Saviour dir Fs, "for the Di 14 51 _ FE 
F falfe 4 52 h but which is alike uſeful for A 
ewing a othets to theinſetves, fo as that by ene to 

the Help hereof they may iftern how the. che Bi- 

Cafe ſtands; with, 0 oY x0 the Safety, Or. ro 

Loſs of * L Souls; Y, by the Fruits the) 

2 e Upright 900 br. Oey, of 

is Converſation, each one may make a FN 

Trial of himſelf; and no rt Way that T 

kndw of. By" their Fruits ye Hal know. them, St. Mar. 
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fays our Saviour : Ds Mis 2. gather Graf 5 7. 16, Ce. 


Thorns, or Fr 5 Thi 6077 Even ſo eder N 
Tree bringeth AR , Fruit; "but a e Tree, 
bringeth. orth 150 uit. Feen Tree that 1 2 
erb not forth good Fruit, & eut down, and. caſt; in = 
to the Fire. Wherefore by their Hulte ye a know, 
them. N good or bad Tree is not more na 

rally diſtinguiſhable by the Quality of 9 
Fruit it yeiſds, than à good or a bad Man 

a Saint of 4 Reprobate, 15 the conſtant Te- 
nor of his Converſation. And to ſeek after 
any other Sort of Teſt, for the Trial of aur- 
preſent, or Diſcovery of out future State, is 


but to put a FRY 1 our ſelves, and per. 7 


haps 
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2 L 2 14 — — our 1855 et 
5 It is he, and he on any kt 


FIN 10. hs feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
9. + 8 1 9 bim. Her » tay $ St. is th Our 
2 Cor. 1, W the Ground © NE and 
48 oalting*i zo; u "hs the Teſtimony of our 
Conſcience, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity 
15 451 by Miſdom, hut by the Grace. 6,9, 
we have had our Converſation inthe World; © $% 
_ © as "worldly Wiſdom would direct, 15 
* + Dr. Hammond, but according to. the Gol. 
<< pel-Rules, we hade behav'd our ſelyes to- 
ce 22 all Men; and this I can ſay Wich 
ae 59911 ind. 8 And ſo ſays St. Jobe 
0 down the Marks whereby: to 
| 45 7 lic 1 of God from a Child of the Ds 
1 St. John ittle Children, lt no Man ei ve en; 
3 5 thas doth Ri res @ © 9 7 ar be i 
1 wg; wil Fae 17 5 Sin n of the 9 
fo the Devil ſinnet on t 3 ort 
Purpoſe the. Son of God was manifeſted, that he 
wigbt Aire the Warks of the Devil. Whoſaever i 
bory. of G A rn ws SEN * Seed re- 
, maineth in him; and not ſins becauſe hes | 
born 0 if God. wats Childres F God are m. 
7 fps 1750 the Children f the Devil: Whaſaevr 
ö nor Righteouſneſs is not of God; whereby al- 
_ {6 is implied on the + contrary, that CW 
doth Righreouſne(s_is of God. 
Chriſt, Sj 
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follows that a true Member of 
Heir of the Kingdom of aft muſt be one 
= Who has ſo far got. the Maſtery all ap 
| corrupt EAI, and Palfios ons; he 

| wy body en doing God' S 1 e 
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of his Power ; not daring wo allow himſelf i 


any known Violation of his Lord's Commands 
though When under the n S 
Temptation. With Fob, he reſolves to hold fa Job a2. 6. 
his Integrity, and not let it go; and that his Herr 
tall not reprove him ſo long as he lives. With De 
vid, he ſets. God always before him, that in no- pal, 16.8, 
thing he may dare to provoke his Divine Ma. 
jet; Who, he conſiders is always preſent 
wich him. And with St. Paul, he exerciſes:bim- Ads 24. 

ſelf always to have 4 (Conſcience void. 16. 

tewardt God, and towerds: Man. He bethinks 

bimſelf, that the Promiſes of God are made to 

the Faithful and Obedient, and till he ſhall 

acquit himſelf as ſuch; he can have no Pre- 

tence of Claim to them. And this convinces 

him of the Neceſſity of keeping a tliligent 

Watch over himſelf, that he not only nevet᷑ in- 

be not, for Want of due Care, betrayid into 
it, gg. Ignorance, Infirmity, or Inadifer- 
tency. And if he be ſo unhappy as toi fall, be- 
fore he is aware of it, into any Kind dß Sin, 
he immediately repents of it, laments and be- 
vails it, ſues moſt earneſtly to God for For- 
French, and keeps: a peculiar Watch over 
ſmſelf in that Particular, that he may incur = 
the like Guilt no more. This he knows ib etis = 

only Way to make bis Calling and Elefivn ſure; 

and accordingly he reſolutely applies himſelf 

to it, and will upon no Terms be: diverted 

from it. In a Word, he ſeriouſly lays t0 Heart, 

and takes Care to follow che Advice given by | 
the Prophet aiab, Sael ye the Lurd while be Iſa. 55.6, 
war be faund, call upon him while de dd m H 7. 
the Wicked forſake his Way, and the unh be, 

Man bis Thonghts Gy et him return antd\nhe 
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d ud be Wi dvr 3 e e de t 
1252 for be will abunduntly Parilon-. % 
wre © Buſeb: This we all know, that to turn ron 
bes 8b u out Iniquities, and walk holily before God) in 
vr men be the more difficult as well as the eaſiet Duties 
truly ſaid of Religion, is the ſure Way to pleaſe him, 
, and ſecure an Intereſt in his Favour. But how 
e thall a Man know certainly — has done 
wit. this? Could he indeed perform his Duty with 

deut any Failure in it, it were eaſy for * 
-- pronounce ot himſelf; that he was in the 
1 to eveflaſting Peace and Glory. 
As alſo on the other Hand, it is eaſy for s 
wicked Man to kfow into what a miſerable 
Condition he has brought himſelf, and that 
till he alters his Courſe, and enters upon 
a new und more holy Converſation; he car 
look upon himfelf as no better than à off 
undone Wretch, a Veſſel of Wrath fitted for 
Deſtruction. But now- betwixt thoſe Two 
different States, it is in ſome Caſes, and at 
ſome Times; a difficult Matter to determine, 
2 which Side of it the Man 18% that is to 
| lay, whether he has arriv'd to ſuch a Degree 
Goodneſs, as that he is in Safety, 2 
Guilt (ſt adheres to him, and ſd he Rory 
Moment in Danger of dropp ing into Hel 
And how ſhall he do to make a right Judg: 
wen ente in ſo nice a Caſe'? 75 
Aorbitb. Nou ſay very right, Euſebis This 
is ſo common a Caſeg and yet withab ſo diff 
cult to be clearly ſtared; that I maſtiagainet- 
treat Theodoras's' Determination of ik. n i 
FThpbeod. This T confeſs is the main Difficulty. 
eee that I may ſet ir in the beſt Light N en, 
I ſhall deliver what I have to ſay to ich 1 
fir ſt of DR and then of direck 
Four En quiry. 8 XK +: : 
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Bed. Pray what is it you would Adviſe 4 

- Theod, That is very obvious; and I win lobes 

all Perſohs were as ready to foto” it, as Way % 

they are capable of ſeeing the Reaſonable-* * 17 
reef and admitable Uſefulneſs of it. It is aig eu _ 

no other than this, that every one would Sens 26 

ſet himſelf in good Earneſt not to relapſe c, 

into Sin; or if he can, to wire ſtill making r 

ter Improvements in Religion, to grow in e pee 

Grace, purging himſelf, as far as he That be — 7 „* 

able, from all che Remainders of his Sins, and | 

ſtudyi 55 to encreaſe daily in Virtue and Good - 6 

neſs. this Means his Evidences for Heaven 

will 5 ſo inconteſtable, that he needs haye 

no Doubt about them. Which would be the 

beſt and moſt effectual Reſolution of this En- | 

quiry that it is capable of. 

Euſeb. I thank you, Theodorzs, for your ne- \ 

ceſſary, and molt uſeful: Advice. And if ou - 

be but as — in your Anſwer, | we ſhall be 5 
dh inde you. 

15 What L hve to aer in the aſt So Tong #5 + 
Place is, I. That ſo long as a Man allows him: © n. 
ſelf in any one known Sin, of whatever Na- 5 7 — 
ture it be, he may depend upon it, that he is: 2 
but in a bad Condition, and has all the Rea- þ; ca 1 
ſon in the World to fer upon a ſpeedy Refor- very 
mation; leaſt otherwiſe he be ſnatch'd away 
in his Sin, and ſo be for ever miſerable. For = 
there is nothing more certain, than that 1m 
whilſt he allows himſelf in the wilful Trani. 
be ſſion of any Part of his Duty, no Sorrow —_ © 

r it, or Su Are for Pardon, will re- | 

ſtore him to God's Favour. As St. Paul teach- 1 Cor. 13. 
es, that, If '# Man beftow all hir Goods to fred the 3. _— 
Poor, and though he give bis Body to be burned, and = 
N not or Charity, it * ; I. = = 
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mo 4 right, we. 1 aſſur ad, that 2 5 

al fern bis $ his Soul ul alive ; :: but I de 4 ſee, What 

Gi he can have to hope for Salvation. up- 

on any eafier Condition, a hereto;agrees 
Aab of St. Peter co the eum, Rrpem, gu te 
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Manner; yet it is plain they do it. Your 
Opinion therefore is deſir d concerning ſuch; 
whether they are to look upon themſelves. as 
in a State of Salvation, or not. | | 
Theod. This is a Caſe that has its Difficul- Hi 
ties, and 1 ſhould for that Reaſon be glad to ſeg 1 
it well determin d by ſome more learned and ju my 
dicious Caſuiſt. Hut however, ſince you hays | 
put it to me, will pndeayour to give you the bij 
beſt: Light into it chat I can. Here therefore Relapſes 1 
| muſt obſerve; chat whenſoeyer the Relapſes * 3m 
proceed from à. direct and delibetate Choieg 7,7, 
of the Will, though it be but now and then, it, © 
L ſay that in this Caſe the Perſon falls from his 9 
State of Salvation, till he ſnall have made hie 1 
peace with God, by a hearty Ræpentanee an 1 
Sorrow for them, and new Reſolutions of fa a 
detter Obedience far the future, this is no mere 1 
than to me ſeems to be fully — — 1 
the Prophet Fzekiel-proclaims: in the Name of 

God to the Fes, and by Paritx df Reaſon; to 

all Mankind. The Rigbreouſneſs of the Righteous Ezek. 33. 1 
ſhall not deliver him in the Day of b Tranſgreſ> 12. | |= 
Jon —— either ſball the Righteons: he abi 10 live | 
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5 | ing the Soul, putti 


ſpeak of ſuch a Sin, as ſan 


be #20 Remiſſion 3 and 09 fe ol be be the End 
of thr Si. No % Bilhop yl, vie 

Trhe Penicent] prevails regularly and daily 
over bis Sin, then 1 be in a'State of Regeneration ; 
bur let bim take heed, for every voluntary or'thiſm 


ef Him i | en 
Cin u 4 mortal Woutd.' But to put the Caſe 
ſomewhat' more favourably : Suppoſing cheſe 
Relapſes are not purely of a direct and de- 
berate Ohoice, but proceed only from à Want 
of due Care to prevent them, by guarding the 
Avenues that lead to them, and ſetting our 
ſelves reſolutely: to oppoſe ſuch Temptation 
as threaten to betray us into them; yet ſtill I 
ſee no ſufficient Reaſon to convince me, that 
they are not of a deadly and pernicious':Con- 
ſequence, and a ready Way to everlaſting De- 
ſtruction, till ſincerely repented of. I make 
no Queſtion but Almighty God will ſoon be 
prevail'd with to forgive them; where he ſees 
the Mind rightly diſpos d, though perhaps 
not yet come to that Perfection it is td labour 


after. But till he is humbly and penitendiy 
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ſought to for Pardon, I am very much afraid 
that theſe Sins, though not ſo commonly re- 
peated as formerly, nor fo deliberately and 
reſolutely, will nevertheleſs expoſe the Actor 
to eternal Torments, as certainly, though not 


tothe ſame Meaſure of them. At ſeaſt it is not ſo 
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1 Un. Neceſſar, Chap. 7. Sc&. 2. 
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venture his Satectich yon it. Aud 1 am 
therefore very ſure that Sach one, uponevery 
Relapſe of this Nature; ought 0 f 
himſelk as indiſpenſabl 


whereby tp recover that happy Stats, from 
which he has fallen, and to give e 


Manner of Reſt till be has 9 5 5 
Ga 


proceed one Step farther,” and ſtate he 
yer more favourably. Suppoſe the Man 

eartily reſolve againſt theſe Sins, and ft 
to cohquer them, and has done it to a f 
Degree; but wonted evil Habits, his 
Compamoris, and his own corrupt 8 


erer and anon prevail againſt his {od Puep: | 
ſes and Endeavours, and 14 10 he falls, though 
but ſeldom, into ſome- ſingle Acts os them; 


here you would know what ſuch's an one 1 
think of himſelf. - | 


Euſeb. That is whar T'defire! 201 I 7 


Ancbitb. And what - T ſhould be glad to 
hear well determin d. 


| Theod. © Now of fack an 5s I mut needs 
believe,” that he is in the right Way towar 
— A dom of marred But 1 — — 


he fads Res ont of 1 his Road, cannot ble 
much doubt whether” ever he will enter into 
that bleſſed Place: He is got to the very Bor- 
ders of Salvation; but nevercheleſs if he delt 
there, and do not ite ike 16 to the other Sie. 
he will {tilt be in Danger of falling into tlie 

Pit, which he has almoſteſcap'd; But has not 
fer left * behind him! "Theſe Relaples | 
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aly well c 9 always vill; That 
m, chat iAdtion malt have no Diſagreememt wich 
bly the! Will, chat chie Actor can reſſect upon wich 


Zatibfactiofi, on ſevenlquith' Indiffereney and 
an Uncondernedneſs for ie For though a Qon- 
feſſioncof Sin ard — fol iczds n infalli⸗ 
ble — — true Repemanbegrantihaci 
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of WU companied with Amendment g ye mu it be 
Fit admitred--on- the Other Hand chan n nor 
hs attended wichoduab: en and Self:abaſe- 
res ment in the 8 | U e- 
Na ry of it, has Appr of ch 

t Mind; that the Offender: can —— W 5 
ar Averfion to it. And it muſt therefore be 
Na. owned for Truth; that whoſoever can reflect 
n upom a Sin thus committed, without a: heart 
ity | Regrerz and Remorſe of Conſcience or h- 
are ving committed it, is O longer to be OkEd 
gh upem as an Enemy. to it, "Andi by conſe. ' 


_ quence;/ whether: he conſider it he foro Dr hot, 

bi Aeqine ſcgh in it after wars is a ſufficient 

Provfp thaw ir is % be reckoned amongſt his 

beans . ray Flr — ER 
owinply: e paſe our It is not enou 3 

tha 1 abe 2 d de Sins, hut I mult: = ones 

folve too againſt tlie known Occaſions of 1 
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5 5 eee bee aca — | 
or the luſtful Perſon againſt: his unlawful Em. 
| braces, yet unleſs the one take Care to: with. 
draw from his wonted ill 3 and 

the othier avoid the Society of lewd Women, 

* rr i 

td. cheir former vicions Sourſts, or atleaſt 

. ag fome of thoſe Acts of Wickedieh 
ad been ſo long accuſtomed to. And 

5 2 hey do ſo, how far ſoever they had 

1}. — wp = g it, yec:becauſe they! bad 

2 Vi Snare, "Fat betraying them- 
— Into ſuch 2 Fall, they are 3 | 

to »reckon it amongſt their wilful Sins» 

when one in a drunken Fit commits _ 
of Adultery,” of Robbery, or of Murder, 
| which he would have abliorred the I Far | 
of, had he been ſober, and in his right 
though his Drunkenneſs was the real — 
his Wickedneſs, yet is he by no Means to look 
upon it as a Sin of Weakneſs, becauſe his 

Drunkenneſs, which occaſioned it, was not 
o Had he ated the ſame Part in a Fit ot 
ion, his Diſtemper would have made 
it 4 Sin of Infirmity; becauſe his Want of a 
right Underſtanding, which was the only 
Cauſe of his Miſcarriage, being an inrolunta- 
ry: Misfortune, and what he could no _ 

5 avoid, he is not to be condemned, but 

4 | rather for all the natural ill Effects o — 

But the Caſe is very different in the Inſtance 

1 beſore us For Drunkennefs being a wWilful 

Sin, which the Sinner might and ought to 

have abſtained from, and which be had not 

7 fallen into but through his on Fault, be is 

therefore anſwerable for all the Ang 
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_ 8s they are pleaſed to apply St. Paul's Words, 3 


ov Soul; what ſurer Sign, I ſay, there can 


in other: ike Caſes. The res © oice 
ner, hen in a 0 e, W „N 
the Cauſe of che Cauſe, is conſtrued likewi 

to be the Cauſe of its Effect, and ſo makes that 
a wilful Sin, which otherwiſe would nor have 
been ſo. 5. All Sins committad againſt the Di- 
Hates amd — — ce e 
abſtain from them Some, as has been 
obſerved, lay: it down ag a Mark of a — 
rate — 6 chat he Sins with RelaQancy, and 
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what he would he doey nor,” and what be hates, thagt Row. 7. 
be does: Yer of ſuch an one I may much more; · 
truly ſay, nocwichftanding his Pretences to 
Religion and the Fear of God, as the Apoltle WW 
ſpeaks in the Verſe - immediately fore going, . 
that he is yet Carnal, ſold under Sin. For 1 
would deſire any one to tell me, what ſurer 

Sign there can be of a corrupt Mind, than 

that when a Man ſees the Evil of Sin, and has 
Time to weigh and conſider it, and finds his | 
Conſcience ſtart and recoil at it, and warn 
him againft it as he loves either God, oy ©: 


be of a corrupt Mind, than for a Man to 
break through all theſe. Admonitions and Re- 
proofs, in order to the Gratification' of his 
Luſts or Paſſions. If this is not a Proof char 
his Wickedneſs is wilkul and choſen, it is . 
poſſible to tell what is. 
Euſeb. What you affiem i fo 1 5 
rr wqueſtion che Truth 
e 5 
: Anchith. No Doube it b. Be pleas there- 
fore to proceed. | 
bs GOO 1 mal ob- 8 
yy to * e Den 


— Das brenda Gan Bile: © 
RES ik, that ſhall clear and Certainiy Holckin 
Gaſts ; netertheleſs L have ſo far e 3 
| „ eee e them, wy that Þ 
FE = | Hopeianhoneſtmin n may, by che H 
doof bat das been faidgtbeableto form Og 
ER © Judgment to whether Sort his Sins be- 
3 Which as all Lycan pretend to in 4 
_ rw Poing; wherein it is impoſſible rp have any 


3 ſtated general Rule thac ſhall ſerve for all 
B Emergencies, and ſuit with all Caſes. Ands 
. e the farther Knowledge of them; ef. 
$ one muſt be left to his on 2 when! 
I he has. fieſt 3 exatnin'd and tryid vhs; 
1 9 theſe n ee. 
WM partia nquiry:! how much of/ Wiltulnefss 
1 1 f. Weakne is, Surp rprize or enen 
1 them. And, I 1 God 
B gue us all ati 3 of us ever ine 
S . . {Poſt himſelf in 4 Natter of ſuch evrr. 
3 Importance to himbet iv 04 grit VT 
N . 4 Oo But pray Theodbwes, now weren 
N 5 ; — what do yo ſay to Sins of Omiſſion d nder 
Whoa whether of theſe Heads « you place them? 
jn Uader both, 1 yet theſeas do 
3 af choſe of Soinmiſſion, that they belong cer- 
ain anduoniverfally to neither, but ate ſomes 
1 times to be aſcribed to the one, and ſomstimes 
3% to che other, accordingly as there is move or! 
3 lefs of the Will in them Some Omiſſions 
1 proceed from Ignorange, or- Inconſideration, 
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vr Forgetfulneſs; and are pardonable upoem 
tttgzhis Account: Others are known, deliberagges 

auc choſen, which makes a gaſt Different in 
-— their Guilt, and ſhews plainly. chat the 1 W 
\.. wilful, and tg be accoired for us fuch! And 

_ » ſo:we. find; inuthe Deſcription our Sawioun 
Wk: 121 0 the Ron of the Laſt oe 
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I them 2995 + ae Daſy 5 7 Fun me st. Mr. 
ex ned, into eu Wa for. the 15. 4. r. | 
505 NE . . N Whence , it is ob- ä 1 | 
vious, tg pbſer ve, ot. excellive 74 _ 
may Se rom theſe Omillions, Wen 
indalg d.; inaſmuch, as a. Sinner may be ever- 
latingly « condemid — N as Well as for his 
Ih, of Commiſion: ; and that therefore We — 
55 t make t00 light of n of our __ 
1 Dur uſe chough hey : are: gte es 
T. accounte amongſt our Sins of Infirmity, yet 
5 when Wilful and indulged, F e 
Dangerous and Deſtiuckve. 3 IG 1 
Euſeb, There is one Queſtion. more I One 5 
gladly propoſe, if it were not for hear gh be = 
ing over Troubleſoms, R © 
Tybeod. ever fear that: good B Leb, 5 . = 
Euſeb. What is to be. thought of the. mai _ a. if 
Defects, that, uſually attend our belt FTE fett in ons i 
Whether? retheſe £9 be reckon to cup Neaks Service of 
or 0 17 2 n 
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before him, bur do nor mind to keep them in 
deve them to have gorie af tray, 


ainſt — che . hee wild 
agua i. 2 Bee Wh 7 prevent, 
thiey are doubtleſs babe e "Wh 
alfow our ſelves in them, "they Here on 
change their Nature, yo Atte üer l 
to be looked npon as wilful Sins. For In- 
tance, in Prayer to Goc; when 1 have com- 
pos d my felf with all the Devocion and Reve- 

ER 
a all the Ways in my Power 

55 Though ghes from all e „ of 

carnal, or vain Objects, or whatever ' fo- 
reign to che Buſineſs I am upon, end To font 
—.— up in à holy Feryor towards Heaven, if 
they however flag, and wander, do what 1 
can to the contrary, theſe are " queſtionlefi 
oa of Infirmi But if I come ro worſhip 
| in a careleſs and indifferent Manner, 
WF Hs bake to attend to my Peritions, bur 
| pr entertaining che Mind with other Sort 
of Objects, that ſerve only to divert it from 
what I come about, T'fee nor how they 
dan then avoid the Imputation of ber 

my own voluntary Iniquities. and wilfuf Sins, 
Or again, If when I appear thus in God's Pre. 
ſence, I wiſh indeed m Thoughts were 4h 
along fix d upon the Addreffes L am mating 


order, nor try to recal 5 ſo foon as I per- 
or ant rrott- 


bled at their Roving 2 other Matters 

here likewiſe it will be Ju" fay, . gel 
are Sins of pute Infirmi „ and hay 

fomething of the Will in x i e Af L 


_ thefe Cafes, chere „ 
and Self- Abaſement, and to ws God's 
er kr che Pardon of my We 
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| they deſerve; and withal is truly eved that 
plain, that the Defe&t of ſuch'Sorrowis invo- 


| Regret, 10 find b Love no greater; 
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laailicy vs ſerve bin es Lege d e 
other Two calf for an'Amendment, and ſubſe- 
qu__ : oy e wh rang . 2 Th 
heard, or theſe Miſcarriages in them will be 
forgiven me. Or farther, If we keep our 
Thoughts intent upon God, and good Things, 
but not upon che Matter of our preſent Ad 
dre(s, -nor be ſo fervent in it as we might be 
here'likewiſe the Fault is our own. Or ag 
If we profeſs to love God, but do it not wi 
the Affection that we ought, this fo far as it is 
a natural Defect, and what we are ſorry for, 
bur can no Way contrive to remedy, 1s our 
Unhappinefs, rather than our Sin. Not fo, f 
I voluntarily ſer my Mind upon other Objects, 
eferring the Creature, of whateyer Rind. 
before the Creator, who i over all, God bleſſed © 
ever. 80 when a Man is truly ſorr 77 
for his Sins, though not in ſuch a Meaſure © 


he is not more ſorry for them, this makes it 


luntary, and is accordingly to be lamented only —_ 
35 an unavoidable Tnfirmity. Inſomuch that, as E 


the Honourable Mr. Boyle delivery this, as a good _ 


Sign of a true unfeigned Love of God, Thats © lt 
ving bim as with as be can, ftrizves to repair le 
red Imperfe&#ion of that Love, with an extream — 
and that ſach * 
1 Sublimity, of Love will hej entitie pen to be. 
Conſolation accruing from that memorable Paſſage of -Y i 
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ſays, rhat Gol x Love, and St. Ihn 
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a happy tecciving of the Bleſſed Sacrament: 
or other Treatiſes of Devotion, and particu 
lacly in relation to the Lords Supper. Such 
2 Method will hardly fail of putting you in 
Mind of ſaveral Sort of Sins, whereinto you 3 
may at any Time have fallen, or at leaſt of 
the gtoſſer and more offenſe of them. And 
then, if you duly conſider, which of them 
were of Weakneſs, which of Wilfulneſs, which © 
voluntary, and which freely choſen; which 
you have repented of and forſaken, and which 
ſtill retain an Intereſt in you, it will be no 
difficult Matter to make a probable Judgment, | 
perhaps a certain one, whether you be a Son f 
God, and like to be for ever Happy, or a Child 
of Wrath and Perdition. But then you muſt 1b t- 
be ſure to deal fairly and candidly with your be impar« 
lf; judging by what you really find your ſelf 1. 
chargeable; with, neither leſſening nor excu-; 
ſing your Sins, nor, on the other Hand, be- 
ing too ſevere upon your ſelf, for ſuch Sins as. 
it was not in your Power to a voi. 
Euſeb. There is little Danger of People's 
being over-ſevere to themſelves, ſo as undeſer- 
vedly to condemn themſelves. I wiſh they 
would not more readily ſeek to excuſe them- 
elves from ſuch, Guilt, which, like the poi- 
lon'd Shirt to Hercwlts, ſtick ſo cloſe to them, 
that they know net how to get rid of it. 

Theod.: It is true, Men are readieſt to err 
on this: Side, in eb themſelves beyond 
vhat Almighty God will think reaſonable at 


the laſt Day. Though I muſt confeſs there are 
ſome few well-meaning Perſons; who are apt 
o err on the other Hand, by concluding them- 
ſelves in a worſe Condition, than they have 
Reaſon for; and ſo are tempted to deſpair f 
Pardon, when any Man would take 


| "How-to 2m of our 8 


"heir Caſs vihd; very: ſafe. - Boch Wee Ex. 

tteams are carefully to be avoided, ab wWe 

ond neicher dis in an impenitent State; nor 

| he * "deprive our ſelves of that Comfort, which 

would naturally. ariſe from a well - grounded 

Senſe of God's Fayour, and diſturb our Minds 

With unneceſſary Fears and Jealouſies, and unfit 

dur ſelves for ſetving God, as we might other. 

- wiſe have done; not to add farther; as we would 

not be tempted to deſpair of his Mercy, and 

thereby provoke him to withdraw it from us, 

5 Euſeb. When is it an would: 2 800 Man 
. _ thus examine himſelf? PETRI. 1 

* The proper | Theod. He is above all Times eſpecially 

„ contetn'd: to do it when he comes to be fick, 

fe and Death looks. him in the Face, and gires 

him Warning fpeedily to make up his Ac- 

chunts, leſt it That too late the next Day. But 

this ſhould be only in ape. to. a Ballance of 

them. For he ought by no Means to defer 

this great Wok ell his atter End, but to be 

conſtant in it throughout the Couſſe of his 

whole Life. In his firft beginning his Repen- 

tance, or ſo ſoon as he comes to Tears of 

Diſcretion and Underſtanding, ſo as to be ca- 

pable of making a Judgment of himſelf, he 

muſt diligently and impartially review his Life 

paſt, and feriouſly. conſider: the Sins he has 

been guilty of; fo far as he can recolle& them, 

FW together with their ſeveral Aggravations, to 

= humble himſelf for them, and to fue to God 

WS. for Pardon through Chriſt, and Grace to 

Walk more holily for the future, to reſolve 

againſt the Repetition of them, and to arm 

* himfelf againſt thofe Temptations whereby 

| he has been drawn into them, to obſerve how 

= he may beſt guard himſelf againſt them, and 

= wy confirm his Purpoſes of- on and 

2 better 
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a better Obedience for the remaining Part of 

his Life. And beſides, he is farther 't6 'res 

member, that he muſt not ceaſe here; but 

though he come to ever ſo perfect a Biſco- 

very of himſelf, he muſt be mindful always 

after to make a frequent Infpe&ion'into his 

Conver/ation, to ſee that' it be ſuch ar becomes 

the Goſpel of Chriſt, to lament and bewail hat 

farther Tranſgreſſions he can diſcover in His 

future Conduct, and to renew his former Pur- 

r 2 00500 IL HEEL « 
Euſeb. How oft do you think it neceſfary 

for a good Chriſtian to 'examine himſelf as you 

preſafe aint Ct a eee eee 

Theod. The ſiek Man muſt do it, as his Piſtemper 

allows him Time and Ability. But as to others; 

this Examination is in a particular Manner re- 

commended by ſuch as have written of tile 

Lord's Supper, and the due Celebration of it, 

as neceſſary in order to à worthy Attendance 

upon that ſacred Ordinance; and therefore al- 

2 to be us d before our Approaches to it; 

and more particularly upon Account of thoſe 1 

Words of the Apoſtle St. Paal, Let 4 Man end 1 Cor. 11 

mine himſelf ; and ſo let him eat Gf that Bread, 28. 9 

he and drink of that Cup. And many Divines have 

ite WF imprudently preſs d this Advice ſo far, that divers 

has very good and truly devout Chriſtians chooſe 

m, rather to abſent theniſelves, when graciouſly 

4234 invited to that heaverily Banquet, than appear 

30d there without ſuch à previous Examination, 

£00 when they have not Time for ir. Which, tho 

it be a great Error in them, it being much 

um better to ſerve our Lord as well as our preſent 

eby Circumſtances will admit of, than not to do t 

and a all; yet nothing can be more proper and 

and becoming than ſach'a ſerious Examination up- 

on every Notice timely" given of a Sacrament, 
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together with ſuch a Mixture of preparatory. 

# Devotion, as may tend to raiſe the moſt holy 
_ Affections in the Soul, may obtain the Pardon 
x ol its Sins, and ſo may qualify the Perſon wor. 
thily to commemorate our: bleſſed Saviour's in- 

finite Love in dying for us. But then beſides 

theſe, and other the like more ſolemn Times 

for Self. examination, he that would live agree. 

ably to his moſt holy Profeſſion, will find it 

neceſſary for him to be frequently exerciſed 
pi. 119. in the Conſideration of his own Ways ; to call 
59. them often to Remembrance, as the Pſalmiſt did, 

as highly uſeful in order to the turning bu Feet 

to God s Teſtimonies. And if my Judgment ſig- 

nify any Thing in the Caſe, I ſhould direct, 

exhort, entreat, and beſeech him, to paſs no 

| Day without it; that every Night before he 
plſil. 4 4. Compoſe himſelf to Sleep, he would commune 
| ' with bu Heart upon bis Bed, and be ſtill ; or ra- 
ther, before he lays him down, would take a 
little Time to look back upon the ſeveral-Oc- 
currences of the Day paſt, to ſee how-faith- 
fully he had diſcharg'd his Duty, and would 
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ſions to himſelf, - . _ 
TIF megifur ; & ke; i por. os bn j. 


And ſee what Good be has done that Day ; what 
Duty be has ventur d to omit ; whether be has in- 
dulg d any Vice; and in ſhort, how. he has de- 
mean d himſelf in all Reſpects. This St. Chry- 
ſeoſtom recommends, from thoſe Words of the 
Ta Pal. 3. Pſalmiſt, Commune with your ſelves in your Cham. 
5. ber, and be ſtill, directing that after Supper, bt- 
fore a Man beta le himſelf to his Reſt, when be # 


preparing for bis Bed, and has none with him, but | 


4 


all & fil and quiet about him, be erect a Tribuwsl 
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what Exil be bas contriud the Day paſt, what: 
Frauds, be has committed, what Neighbour be bas 
ſupplanted, what corrupt Inclinations he has*grati- 
fed, and to paſs Judgment upon himſelf, ac- 


cordingly. And would each Chriſti 


an COn- 


ſtantly follow this Method, he would quickly 
become well acquainted with himſelf, would 
make his Repentance the perfecter, and more 
particular, would eaſe his Mind of the heavy 
Burden of paſt Sins, would ſoon have got 


over the Difficulty of his Enquiry, and reduced 
it into a little Compaſs, would find his Love 
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to Sin turned to Hatred of it, would ſoften his 
hard Heart, and awaken his drowfy Con- 
ſcience, would prevent his Miſcarriages be- 
coming Habitual, and would have a great deal 
the leſs to do whenever he comes to die. In 
a Word, this were the Way to make our Work 
ealy, our Lives comfortable, and our End 
glorious. Nor will this be any troubleſome 
Buſineſs to thoſe who have been acquainced 
with it for a while. It muſt take up ſome 
Time at firſt, till it is grown familiar to them, 
and they know. to what Failings they are moſt 
liable, and are moſt obliged to enquire after. 


But thenceforwards they will be tea 


perhaps but half ſo much every Night 
be no great Burden to any one, to 


paration for a ** Eternity. 
10D T 3 : 


dier for 


it, and ſo it will take up no long Time for the 
Diſpatch of it. A Quarter of an Hour, or 


it can 
f t aſide 


ordinarily for ſuch Reflection. And yet who- 
ſoever well employs that Space conſtantly to 
this Purpoſe, will ſoon experiment the won- 
derful Advantage of it, in order to the Mor- 
afication of his Luſts and Paſſions, and here. 
by to his Growth in Grace, and a happy Pre- 
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ſeems ſv highly” reafogable, chat 1 begin ty 


wiſh all that call themſelves Chriſtians Would 
conſtantly put it in Practice. And for my on 


Part, I will begin by the Grace of God this 
Night ; and I hope I ſhall continue in the 
daily Obſervance of it, as long as I live. 
_  Theod. I beſeech you do; and you will 
ſoon find the good Effect of it. And I hear- 
tily wiſh you had begun it ſooner.” 
Euſeb. I will be ſyre to try... 
. Theod, Pray do; and you will be ſure to 
thank me for my Advice. And now I am up- 
on this Subject, give me Leave to preſcribe 
another Practice, which, though no Part of 
that Examination I have been treating of, is 
yet ſo highly uſeful, and ſo nearly allied to the 
Advice now given, that I cannot forbear men- 
tioning it. It is this; that Men of Buſineſs in 
the World, would allow themſelves à little 
Time every Morning, to think beforehand 
what Company they are like to meet with that 
Day, what Undertakings to be engag'd in, 
what Difficulties of any Sort to ſtruggle with, 
and what Temptations they may probably 
have to encounter upon any of theſe Accounts, 
that they may the better provide againſt them, 
may be diligently upon their Guard when the 
Time comes, and ſo may preſerve their Inte- 
grity in the midſt of them. Such a ſhort Pre- 
confideration in the Morning, and a'Regol- 
lection again at Night, no one can make Trial 
of, but he will quickly be convine'd of the 
admirable Expedience and Uſefulneſs of them, 
Euſeb. I like your Preſcriptions fo well, 
that I am reſolvd to try both of them. And 
God grant I may do it effecually. 5 44 FAR 
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ay Anebinb. I have been a watchful Hearer al = 
n to this Time, and have very carefully attended 
wild to all your Diſcourſe; and T hope I both un- 
»wn. WM derſtood/aright;and did retain the Meaning of 
this che ſeveral excellent Rules you have laid down, 
the whereby to make a true Judgment of the State 
* of our Souls, and the Diſpoſition we are in for 
Will another Life. Bur that I may be ſure I do not 
ear. miſtake your Meaning, if you pleaſe to give 
me Leave, I will briefly recapitulace what I 

take to be intended by them, and how l may 
2 to WM obſerve them ſo as to be benefited by them. 

; Theod.' A very ſeaſonable Motion! And to 
which I muſt neceflarily Confent. 
 Anchith. Then Iwill begin. And I beg you 
will pleaſe to ſet me right, if I either forger 
or miſtake. F 

Theod. I will be ſure to do it. bo 

Anchitb. Having firſt remov'd the falſe The Sum of 
Grounds of Satisfaction, by which People est Pi- 
have been directed to impoſe upon themſelves reffions. 
and ſhewn the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of 
them, you next proceed to preſcribe ſuch pro- 
per Directions, as, if rightly purſued, may 
be a ready Means of Diſcovering each one to 
himſelf. To which you lay down this as an 
undoubted fundamental Principle, and which 

every one is to receive as ſuch, That there is 

no Hope of Salvation for him who allows him- 

ſelf in any wilful Sin. And no Doubt very 

truly, ſince the holy Scripture ſo totally con- 

demns it, both declaring rhe. Wages of it to be Rom. B. 
Death ; and moreover affirming, that Whoſo- 23. 
ever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in St. Ja, 4 
one Point, he « guilty of all; whereby is kbp 7 + 1 
ed, that ſuch an one ſhall as ſurely be procee- . 
died againſt as a Sinner, a5 he whoſe Tran. 
„ grcfions are far more namerous. Hence tha 
-bith, TREE. 3 T 4 : tas ſeems | 
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Quali ca- God, ani in nothing knowingly | to * 


hr, 


ſeems a natural Inference, which you obſervd 
in the next Place, that every wilful Relapſe 
into Sin aka bg a Man back into his former 
miſerable State, till he ſhall have ariſen out of 
it by a new Repentance. Every wilful Re- 
laple I ſay; for the Caſe you have ſhewn to 
be quite otherwiſe with our involuntary Of. 
fences, that thoſe will be pardon d upon a ge- 
neral Repentance, and ſo our Salvation is not 


+ ka by them. You have taught us al. 


o how to diſtinguiſh betwixt Sins of ,Weak- 
neſs. and Wilfulnefs. . You have inſtructed 
is likewiſe how to judge of our Sins of Omil- 
1255 as belonging to either of theſe Claſſes, 
according as they are indulged: or not. As 


alſo is the Caſe of our many Defects and Im- 


perfections in the Service of God. And in 
order to a ſalutary Application of the whole 


to our own Advantage, have recommended a 
frequent, ſerious, and penitent Examination 
of dur ſelves, to each one's conſtant Practice, 


and noted the proper Times for it. 
Tbeod. You ſay right. This is the Sum of 


what I have been diſcourſing more at large. 


And if either of you have any Objection to 
make to it, I am ready to explain my ſelf co 
your farther Satisfaction. e RP 


* 


But if you will give me Leave, Iwill propoſe 
an Inference from the Whole, which I think 
may reduce all to one Word. 
Theod That is eaſily done. And I know 


— 3 
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© *  . beforehand the Word you mean js Sincerity.... 
luer . Euſeb, It is ſo, For I think the Reſult, of 


A 4 


all is this; that a ſincere Endeavour Kae 
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, 
2 
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him, is the Evidence of our being qualiſſed 
for a future State of Happineſs. Ue chars 
Sx — 4 f 8 a 
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and he 


Euſeb. JI ſee no Cauſe for any Obje&ion, 


this, 1 


ted by 
. . Theo 
ther lo 
vice, 1 
he cal 
before 
Favou 


and he that has it not, is ſure not to be accep- 
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this, ſhall not fail of being accepted with God; 


Theod, Moſt certainly. For God can net- 


ther love thoſe that are not heartily in his Ser- 


vice, nor reject thoſe that are. It is tbe Heart 
he calls for. And whereſoever this is right 
before him, we may ſafely depend upon his 
Favour.” Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, for they 
ſhall ſee God; which no wicked Man can do. 
The Sinner muſt not hope for ſuch a Privi- 
lege, as is not to be attained to without Holi- 
xe[s. But ſince our Saviour has taught us, that 
the Pure in Heart have a Right to it; this is an 
evident Proof, that ſuch Purity of Heart is 


the Holineſs that capacitates for this\Blefſed- .- - 


neſs. - Thus the wiſe Man invites to have a 
ſingular Regard to the Motions of the Heart; 
and gives this Reaſon for it, that our eternal 
Salvation has a peculiar Dependence; upon 
them. Hear my Sen, and be wiſe, and guide thine 
Heart in the May. Keep thine Heart with all Di- 
ligence, before or above all keeping, that is, 


with all the Care that may be, to preſerve it Nas 


upright before God, for. out M it are the Iſſues of 
Life; and according as this is well or ill diſpo- 
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St. Mat. 5. 
8. 


Hebr. 12. 
14. 
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Prov. 23. 


19. 
Chap. 4. 
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ed, ſuch is thy Behaviour like to be outward- 
ly, and ſuch thy State to all Eternity. S0 Al- 


mighty God commands the Fes to circumciſe 
the Foreskin of their Hearts, to cut off and caſt 
away their naughty Affections, and be na more 
fiff-necked, as he had often complained they 
were. And by the Mouth of the Prophet: Je- 
remiah, he threatens to 
Wickedneſs of their He 
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Deut. 10. 
16. 


puniſh them for the 
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"peo "judge fro Tithe © 
A | Late Edowitec, On Aae or any Woe The 
| of their Neighbours, for their Uncircumeifion. W whic! 
. 9. Behold the Days come, ſaich the Lord, bar I wil Ml leave 
25, 26. 117 them that 5 direuvrciſed, wich tbe uncir. make 
elamciſed 5; * Judab, uu Edom, and the them. 
ge vor Children of 5 = and all thar are in Cour 
| he 1 Corners, that dum in the Wilderneſs; ceſſat 
by for all-theſt Nations are uncircumciſed, and 1 the Goſp 
F » 1677 +2 Houſe of Hruel are uncircumciſed in Heart. Here WM Natu 
tie Fews 1230 ſee are ranked amongſt the Un- cally 
circumci becauſe they Were ſuch in Heart, ever 
21 as the others were in the Fleſh ; they-wanted Way 
+ * inward Oircumciſion, without which the criſy 
outward Impreſſion made in the Fleſh, is of no Wl pleaſe 
Worth in God's Account. And on the contrary, ¶ Princ 
* Chron. Hezekiah-is commended: und proſpered, becauſe ny ge 
31. 21. Wwhatſbever-he did in God's e Ve did good 
with bi Heart. And in the New Teſtament, W or fo 
St. Luke ſays our Saviour to the Phatiſees, ' N are they | Tem 
16. 15. which juſtify your ſelves before Men ; but God du. Char 
no 9017 erb the Heart. * And divers: other Places there or Fa 
mY are, where the Heart is declar'd to be what his C 
God reſpects; ſo that if this be not devoted front 
1c po nis Honour, all the Service we can pay him out of 
js like to ſtand us in little ſtead. And ry of L 
other Hand, if this be upright and clean, and WW he (> 
we are inwardly bent upon his Service, we Wl ſome 
ſhallnot need'to deſpo nd; and to torment out lies 1 
| ſelves for ſuch leſs — 2 Miſcarriages, as other 
N | wedind n air of our Power totally eo proven 
-Eyſeb. But how ſhall I know whether m 
Heart be ſuch as will r cm it "0m See 
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Tbeod. Vou may kn it by 't 
make what farther” Improvement you & 
them. 


good Man, if they be done to 8 
or for ſome unworthy ſiniſter Deſign. If 

Temperate for his Health's Sake only, or 
Charitable out of Oſtentation and Vain- glory, 
or Fair in his Dealings for the Preſervation of 
his Credit and Reputation, or Patient of Af- 
fronts out of pure Cowardice, or Abſtemious 
out of Covetouſneſs, or Obſervant of his Times 
of Devotion out of Cuſtom; and becauſe 
he ſees others do it, or for the carrying on 
ſome worldly Intereft, or becauſe his Time 
lies upon his Hands, and he knows not how 
otherwiſe to employ himſelf; ſuch an one mi; 
ſerably deceives himſelf, if he thinks Almighry 
God will look upon this as an accep | 
vice, Whilſt he is conſcious to himſelf that he 
did it not for his Maker's Honour, but for his 
own Advantage. This ſhews him to be intent 
upon ſerving not God, but himſelf, and that 
d Deeds are done, either to bac 
Purpoſes, or at leaſt to ſuch as are unworthy 
bf tus moſt Holy Religion, and ſo can 


all his goo 


* 


1. If che certain Tenor and general 
Courſe of your Life be Holy. This is fo ne= _ 
ceſſary from the conſtant Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, declaring all Sin to be of 2 deadly 

Nature, and that it is in all Reſpects diametri- 
cally oppoſite to the Will of God, that whoſo- 
ever pretends to pleaſe God, can never give 
Way to it, without a great Degree of Hypo- 
criſy and Inſincerity. 2. If your Care to 
pleaſe God be founded upon truly religious 
Principles and Motives. A Man may d 
ny good Things, and yet be far from being a 
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be as ſtudious ſefre God, and as afraid of 
offending him in Private as in Publick, in Bad 


n in Good, and when you are like 
to ſuffer, as Ren, Fo hope to get by it. A 
true Chriſtian is Uniform in his Obedience, 
at all Times and in all Places ſtudying to ap- 
prove himſelf, what he profeſſes to be, and 
never acting contrary to his Duty, with 
whatſoever Impunity he may do it in this 
World, or how little Notice ſoever may be 
taken of it. His Buſineſs is not to pleaſe. Men, 
but God, whoſe Eye he knows is moſt aſſu- 
redly upon him, who ſees into the cloſeſt 
8 the Heart, and to whom he muſt 

accountable at the laſt Day. And whoſo- 
ever he be that takes a contrary Courſe, needs 
no other Argument to convince him of his In- 
ſincerity; than that his Practice is not to be 
reconciled to his Profeſſion. A true Fear of 
God over-awes a Man at all Times, and in all 
Places and Eſtates, as well vhen it is againſt 
his Tempe | 
and will have the ſame Influence in the ſecret 
Chambers as in the open Streets, and will 
make a Man as unwilling to offend him, 


where no other Eye but his can ſee it, as in 


the Face of the greateſt Aſſembly. And who- 
ſoever finds himſelf thus careful of his Duty, 
may juſtly look upon it, as an undeniable To- 
ken of his Sincerity. 4, If ſuch your Care ta 
pleaſe God be without a Reſerve for any be: 
loved Luft or Inclination. A truly. good Man 
owns himſelf obliged to an univerſal Obedi- 
ence to the divine Commandments, of the one 
Table, as well as of the other, and when con- 
ee 0, his, ene and 


ral Intereſt, as when on its Side, 
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Deſires, no leſs than when moſt - - 
thereto: And by an Enquiry into his Conver- 
ſation, and the Diſpoſition of his Mind in this 
Reſpect, a Man may find whether the Divine 
Will or his on be the more prevailing Prin- 
ciple in him; whether he is more concerned 
to pleaſe God, or himſelf; and in a Word, 
whether he be ſo ſincere and hearty in the 
performance of his Duty as he ought, and 
profeſſes to be. 5. If you be watchful againſt 
eſſer Sins, as well as againſt thoſe of a groſſer 
and fouler Nature. It is not enough that we 
have an Abhorrence of ſuch crying Iniquities, 
as none but a very hardened Sinner will dare 
to venture upon. But a good Chriſtian, and 
an unfeigned Follower of our bleſſed Lord, 
will be continually upon his Guard againſt all 
Temptations to whatever deſerves the Name 
of Sin. He knows that every wilful Tranſ- 
greſſion of his Duty, is a high Affront offered 
to the great and * God, whom he is bound 
to fear above all Things, and dares not ven- 
ture upon it for all the World, how light a 
Matter ſoever others may make of it. Though 
divers even of our wilful Sins are comparative- 
ly little, he knows aſſuredly that none is real - 
ly ſo in its own Nature; and therefore makes 
it his Buſineſs to keep from all Sins, and even 
from ſuch as are moſt common and leaſt con- 
demned by the generality of Men. And till 
Man is come to be thus watchful againſt al 
Appearance of Evil, I cannot ſee how he can 
ſatisfy himſelf of his Sincerity in the Service 
of God. 6. And laſtly, If you be truly hum- 
bled upon every unforeſeen Failure in your 
Duty, and thenceforward watchfully - endea- 
rour an Amendment. I have already RM 
7 2 f that 


” as Hos 10 judge of our Title © 
that ſuch a Sorrow for Sin committed, is not 


. .Fbefeech Almighty | 
to do faithfully and impartially, and as in his 


of it ſelf any Proof that a Man is really a good 


Man. But I may fafely affirm ie on the other 
Hand, as an undoubted Truth, that he who 


can fuffer himſelf to be beerayed into any Sin, 
without being heartily concerned and troubled 
for it afterwards, is far from being what he 
ought to be. He muſt have little Reverence 
for Almighty God, and little Senſe of Duty 
to Hi, chat can reſſect upon his having dif. 
obeyed his Laws, without being aſhamed; and 
troubled for it. But when a Man is fo ſenſible 
of Kis having done amiſs in deviating from tis 
Duty, that he heartily laments and -bewails it, 


and not only ſo, bur ſets himſelf wie all his 


Might to walk more carefully for the future, 
this argues à right Difpoſition of Soul in him 
This is the beſt he is capable of e 
making a Reparation for what he has, dons 
amifs, and is a very good Sign, that he is ſin- 
cere in his Profeſſion. Theſe, my Friend, ate 
the moſt obvious Marks of a ſincere Deſire to 
pleaſe God. And if theſe Fruits appear in 


our Converſation, you need not Queſtion, 


t the Root from whence: they ſpring i 
found and good, and fuch as through our bleſ 
fed Saviour s Mediation, wilt nourifly yow to 


tne Fife, 7 19 9593 0 nat 
me ſuch ample Satisfaction, and ſer this great 


Point in fo clear a Light; that 1 de nb ſes 


what farther is to be deſired for letting a Man 
into the true State of his Soul, but only that he 


carefully apply himfelf; to make a right Uſe 


of the Method here preſeribed for it. Which 
God to give us all Grace 


Sight, 


A 15 bade Sree — A 


ks! who kriows us far better than we how 
our ſelves; and WHhom we are fire we ennνEe 
deceive; though if we be not very careful and 
inquiſitive,” or make a Judgmenr of gur ſelves 
otherwiſe than by the Rules here tardi down, 
we may Roar our felves to our own Deſire. 
&ion We | 

"niebath." This Diſcourſe has ont very FX 
ſonably for me, he am now upon the Buff- 
neſs of reviewing my Life, and making my 
peace with God, befate gu hence, an be no more 
ſeen. And whoſe x reat'Concern it is therefore 
to enquire narro 
chat 1 depart not hence with à falſe 
and ill grounded Hopes, and ſo de Nude e bah 
ly to bewail the ill Effects of my Miſtake to 
all Eternity. I will therefore examine my 
felf by theſe Rules, that fo I may ſee how the 
Caſe Rand betwixt God and my Soul, and 
what Aſſuranee I can promiſe my ſelf," that if 
[ die now, as I am very like to do, Iſall net 


be for ever Miſerable. And that I may do it 


21 ought; I humbly beg the Aſſiſtanct of my 
Cod to open mine Eyes, that I may 
drous s of hz Law, and ma di 
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a right Judgmenr of ones fell. 


0 Lord God of Hoſts, a b fe archoft mn 
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bring us. to 4 ſeric Accoumt for -thens, aud ta render 


o every Man _— to bis Warks: to thee I y 
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b, * 177 5 fer it. Aud u bere I havy, aiths 
Fully an {php to, pleaſe theey 14 
with puke e and Imperfettion, ma 

ſenſible of; this too, that through the; Merits; 10 
Vale Saviour, 1 may enjoy the,Comfart of it. % 
me to paſi a right Fudgment upon, my. ſelf, thatl 
may. neither prey ume upon. thy Goodneſs, whilſt 1 uh 
low my ſelf in any lniquity, or deſpair of thy Mer: 
and Forgiweneſs,. when- 1 do.not..  Montify, and 
ſubdue! the Remdinders. of... Sorption in mer th 


creaſe and perfect ul my Graces, ar 1 batſoeven god 
Inclinations thou ſeeſt in a nd. take Ju. 
hence, O gracious Lord, till thow ſhals have. fitted mul 


Fer the Fruition, of thine ever{aſting King dom. Heat 
me, O Lord, aud grant memy Requeſt, for t [al 


2. 'the Merits of. Felis dr e 0 
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| end The Good Lord, Warden to you, 
— give ou a gracious Anſwer. And 
tecommend you to the divine Protection, bo. 
to wait upon you again to morroõw-w. 


Ancbitb. A thouſand Thanks to you, goed | 
N for all your Kindneſs. I chank you 
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! "Daw my at © leaſt L . any _ 1 
. beſt Purpaſes can. N 4 
Ser ice is it we an do y oe? 
b. When you did me the "tom 
I BE „to wiſn me formerly, you promiſed 
8 to * me, how I might frame a right 
1 * of my ſelf, ſo as to diſcern whether 
. I0; the: Favour. 6 of God at preſent, and in 
= it 3 Way to be faved reafrer; But Theodor, 
| _ . . -—+Frhiank bim, has been at ſo much Pains to 
zach me FE I ſhall 1 not now crouble you 


3 Wu. it. 
3 Wat e you would deſire? 
438 S N To be taught What 2 
_ poculi. eſt any incumbent'upon one in Condition, 
arlyinctim-|. „ and every 


F * . 


I at A upon the Bed of .Sickne 
Es, Si. TY ay expects his Diffolution ; as = now do. 
J f know not dez, we can 0 2 
ER * Time better, if your Weakneſs wi 
J Diſcourſe a orb to you. 
IE Anchith.. Aſſure your ga it will not. For 


x . I am much ſpent 380 my 1 
thank God ray Underſtanding is . 


And 1 hope 1 mall de able dae to attend to, 
- and practice what 1 ſhall learn from you. 

-  Theoph. Do notthink, Anchithanes, that we 

| pretend to teach you, but only to refreſh 

your Memory, and bring to Mind what you 

ay Hoes; let Up, during this ha of your A 
Health. ctior 
eib. 1 M oe interrupt your good my 
Deza, by returning your Complement z but "T2 
...,, © do beg the Favour of you to begin. Plac 
wb. Uſebe | 8 Jou are then to look. upon your W com 
| is tc make ſet f, as poſſibly upon the Brink o che Grave, WM Sick, 


* the en Es FIG 9. inco ne in . ehe 12 To” 
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ol Conia bs * Dinos) with tar Tap 
Moment 


ing over: his Head, And chreatning ever. 
td drop upod ima dif 1 
Which Thought calls uf 


you to muſter-upall 


your Forces, And be #sinduftrious aspoffibly y 


can, ie dente eee ble öf the few Sands 


chat yet remain in your. Glaſs. Ie is but a lit- 
tle Titne* on can proritte A fel to Work in, 
the Day 5 ig fa h pete, | 


ps Aan 2 2 2 drawing 
on apace:* There i x none. ſo weak, büt Go 
if he ſee. it; can reſtore Him. And we Rave 
known! divers. Perfons given over q the Phy- 
fictan, Ant 8 as low a Condition 'Aas 
your elf; tha? yer haye recovered, and lived 
many Years After. Büt -chils being what Ft 
have- "ths Reaſon to expe, you do ver 
wiſely in 1 
World, A0 yihg your Thoughts who 
for the tler! our only Buſineſs is 2 te 
make'What farther Preparation you can 
happy Depatture hence, and a bleſſed el 
ty When you are gone. 
Avchish. And how muſt I do this? 
 Theoph, 1 believe by chis Time you Kt by 
Experience, that it is no great Matter 4 Man 
can do; when reduced to your helpleſs Cir- 
cumſtances. Vet what he can muſt be done. 
Avcbitb. Be pleaſed to give mie your Dire- 
ctions, and 1 will obſerve thein according ro 


tny Power: 
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' Theoph: "I;thoold tidve- begun in the 12 177 le. 


Place; with the firſt Thing our Chur 
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K * 1 * 0 45 of. each 
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God's own Appoin herefosg. the- 
8 ellen to ory our -£qU 


and, 6 Yi | | 
90 8 1 15 a P 1 dc is e ore 


1 the fo the” KS eue his | ice, 'con- 
_- during. the Perſon 8 10 ickne 8. N 45 
one. F jderable Branch of 5. Fu Rin, and 


woul prove of admiradl Ule, if duly, put 1 
Execution. dw 9 red 


Euſeb. And tai it certainly would be ib che 
E of Mankind eben but as "wile. 2s 
they ought to be. | han adi 
BY Theoph. It is a Gimal Cant han en to 
1 oo ink e great a a I ſay not lp Man- 
ind, but even of them chat call che 
g . Chriſtians, and Ne nail £| all 1 
this dur truly BIR TIT» „Primitive, A 
| | Uaen live at Tuch a Rate, that 995 15 
5 to have little more Tan the Name-of Cunt 
| ans, to * them. from Feuus idubotre- 
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other Diyi 
go to alli cheir ſick Neighbours in their Ne- 
oeſſicy they find them i ffequently ſo intdlera⸗ 


Nd 1 * 


tam, of Habt L have heard Thendorus fad 
| ed make ſad Complaint, with great 


bly Stupid, and Senſeleſs as to the Buſineſs os 


been none of their Care, and little Good ista 


be donechich them; Many Times they are 
not ſentytofxt all. And when they are, it cis 
too Oftem toner little Purpoſe, conſidering 
what Sort of Perſens they have to deal wath, 


The Mun they are to viſit deſites to partakewf 


their Prayers i He looks upon himſelfo as ta 


king his Leave of this World, and begs- hey 


will beſeech, Almighty God, to grant him a 


happy! Paſſage into a better. But as to the 
Conditions tequired on his own Part, and 
without which there is no Hepe of Salvation; 


he is a great Stranger to them. If he be ask 


ed what Grounds he has to hope that Gods 
reconciled” tachim, and has fprgiven his Sins; 


0 ? a! © N ih 


his Anſwer is: That he has lived: quietly: att 


peaceably, has wronged: none of his Neigh» 
dours, and ſo he hopes well of himſelf. But ua 


him to give an Account of his Faith, and che 


does it very lamely. He has dived, always in 


the Boſom of ide Church; and commonly has 


made a Part of the publick Congregation; 
but not haxing been taught his Catechiſm whey 
he was young; nor having accuſtomed himſelf 
to read the'Scriptures, and other good Books 
ſince; he. is almoſt as little verſed in the Prin- 


Fa amongſt the Savage Ind;ays, or in the De- 
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erts of, Aralia. This is a dreadful: Caſe, and 
ſuch a Diſcouragement to a faithful Paſtor, as 
one would ſcarce imagine poſſible in a _ 
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"wb Conn, : Fe bete the ans Uſeof to 
Soſpel is allowed, and the; Reading of ir 
gouraged,” and: its. Doctrines con 15 8 
plained and inculckted, 38 hey! Arb With ds 
et I am well aſſured it is eg ke and too 
Common. 907 « DAE” 
) Exſeb. This is 2 fad Story, Fix derne 
N now! and then 
*: Theoph: I donde n ee np 
Babe ad occaſion to know it beſt, y 
find it no ſuch Rarity as you may imagine. 
And then if "you enquire into His Practices he be 
hopes well of it; but alas! He is as deficient 
here too. He was bred up with Profeſſion 
of Religion, and has avoided ſome of the note 
dehnt 8 Sins ſuch as Robber . 
el or han W 1 fie 1 9 50 g 
0 ough perhaps as 
2 no ee of dry in his ordi- 
| nary Converſation, in direct Oppoſition to 'Our 
3. Matt. 5. Saviour's Prohibition, "Swear not at all. Nor i; 
34 notorious for Drunkenneſs, or Lying, ot 
Cheating, though poſſibly far from being in- 
nocent in any of theſe Reſpects. As for the 
Worſhip of God in his Family: he is as perfect 
A2 Stranger to it as can be, having fever pray- 
ed with them Morning or Evening ſince 
171 them to pray. with, and ng but rare- 
by himſelf; nor perhaps has he ſo much as 
12 himſelf to beg God Bleſſing upon his 
Meals, or returned Thanks for them!” He has 
taken no Care of his Children 0 byjng them u 
in the Nourture and Admonition of thei Lord. He 
minded indeed to get what” Wealth he could 
for them, and to ſettle them in'the'World te 
the beſt Advantage, but as to their everlaſting 
Welfare, he has had as little Regard for 1 * as 
for Us own-; N he a "if :oyer, fori- 
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ouſly thought of. He went on careleſſy, and 
did as he ſaw others do, but never ttoubled 
himſelf, to enquire, whither the Path he was 
in would lead him, and whecher the End of 
it would nat be Deach and everlaſting Deſtru- 
ction. 45-0 ie! ie N 2211 inen 116134 
Need ſuch have of all the Aſſiſtance that maꝝ 
be, to reſcue them if poſſible from thoſe ãnto- 
lerable Tortures they have been ſo long pre- 
paring, for themſelves. BID SL eee e 11003 fie 
Theoph,'.. It; 3s a melancholick Employment 
to viſit ſichithoughrle(s. Sinners, both becauſe. 
of the dreadful Condition they are in at pres 
ſent, hp 9 _ 
ſion is like to be ma e upon them, * y all che 
beſt Advice that can be given them, the moſt 
urgent e e Exhortations that can be 
= and all the moſt amazing Terrours that 
can be repreſented to them, or the moſt bleſs 
ſed Hopes that can be ſet be pre chem 9 - 
dering at ſach a Time as this? NICO anne 
Theoph. It is too Evident they can. Either 
they care not to hear of the Danger they ate in; 


or if they give ãt a patient Hearing, they hope 


God is mereiful and will pardon their Sinz; 
they meant no Harm, and they truſt he will 
therefore be favourable to them: They are 

ſorry they have offended him, and wiſh they 


had done otherwiſe, and perhaps make ſome 


taint Promiſes of being wiſer for the Future, 
if it may pleaſe God to reſtore them to theit 
Health. But as for any real Signs of à true 
and hearty. Repentance, theſe are rarely to be 

get with amongſt ſu ct. 
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r Mor; ir igoverys tiritheyiſhould hàve the 
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_ fatver; the: Eventzbe:i; And it ista wonderful 


- pf: Men; who r N be ſure will hearken 


| * Mics ought. to have Notice when an 


PR Thijsds <meta Cat Burhw 


will doit apm Hα,p 
de it is found b. yiExperie 


Lethargy, as thenceforward really ro become 


Means ulcd; cb rh what the Effect will be. 


ch Tunckz, ul not i refuſe to di the utmoſt 

in heir Power for reclaiming duobs;:thoughis 
18. Ea y to imagine; aghar a Mottificarion 3 it 
muſt he .rothamy; cboblerve the Difficulty of 
their L ndertaking, and the little Hope they 
Ræue mi Succeſs ind. This is great "Dilzon! 
ragemenc to \argoodManziburiwilbnocideter 
bim from performing his Bury cd chem, what- 


Comfort to Him af at afl Time he beifo haps 
py: kocawaken) fb APIs Lorch hardeg- 
ed Sinner into a;Sente of his Duty; toi he tru- 
rr r ich. n uilt, and carnoſtiy deſi- 
rous, not only of Sar n for it bun of Abi 

223  Brmits waeet for. Repentavice. «< 

as 7 Hence we:ſee; what Reaſon chere i 
every if any Good Can be done upon the worſt 
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Aud ch confirms whatI ſaid, that 


inn his: Pariſh; are ſick, that ſo he may attend 
them, and da what Service he: can fo them 
But not only theſe, but the holieſt and ibeſt of 
Chriſtians will acknawledge che great Benefit 
of his Aſſiſtance, of Hhich they are io ſenſible; 
that they ſeldom need to te put: in Mind oi 
(ending to him, and are e at the W 
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der, Rare always highly thankful to him fo it.: Fhit 
nh; WM therefore is our @hiirch's'firft: Direktion to the 
me Sick. that D Norles de yen ro rhe AI ger af the 
mer Pariſh of his Sickn ess. eat 


ome if In che Sechs Place, Enquiry is to be made; 2 75 fee 
the © whether the Sich Nan has ſettled his Tempos 44e, 
e. ral Affairs; and h&is'ts be exhorcet co make „ 


ul of W bis Will immediately, if it de not 
noſt done. 21 artet anne) Ade e 
phi . Eaſebl. A very proper Exhortation upon di- 
n it vers Recdunts a mee. 
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Srl Ancbitb. bebdorus, good Man; when he 
haps W was- firſt ſo kind as to give me a Viſit, told 
den- me, he was commanded to enquirs what Care 
tru WW L had-taken, asito the Diſpoſaſ of my Tempo 
deſi- ral Concetns, and was ſo urgent with me to 
ilicy make no longer Delay, leſt haply-I might die 
1 inte ſtate; and hring great Miſchief by it to 
re is my Family and Relations, that F forthwitli 
/orlt ſent for an Attorney and diſpatched that AR 
en fair. as Theophilus has declared. 
Deopb. It were greatly to be wiſhed; that 
that W all who have any Eſtates to leave behind them, 

| would be perſwaded never to” be without a 


renewed their Will annually; and I cannot but 
think it very prudent in ſuch as have great 
Dealings in the World to do it. And all others 
e to amend what they ſhall think ; 
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ie in id, upom every conſiderable Alteration 
* _ Inicher Cireumſtances ie eie women; 
Euſeh This undoubtedly were very advile+ 
able, if Men would be prevailed with to 
hearken to it. But alas! The Generality are 
io far from thus repeating their Will, they will 
e not be got to make it at all, till they find them- 
ſelves at the Point of Death; and it is well if 
they gan be invited to do it then 
i! » Theoph. They can no more endure to thinł 
of making their Wills, chan of ſetting about 
their Repentance. And hence it tos often 
comes to paſs, that though they acknowledge 
both neceſſary, and promiſe. and ſeem re- 
both put off till it is too late, and ſo are never 
done at all It is highly reaſonable ther efore; 
that this ·ſhould be one Part of the Sick Mans 
Examination, to the end that if he have hi- 
therto neglected either of theſe Duties, he 
may be perſwaded to apply himſelf to it with 
all the Speed that may be. Prin 277 Sh 246.0 XII 
BW -  Euſeb, It were much rather to be deſited 
5 chat Perſons would take Care of both in the 
2 Time of their Health and Strength "when 
* they ate better qualiſied for the Performance 
1 of them. But ſince the moſt. Part will not be 
1 brought to this by any Conſideration hatſo- 
| "00 ever, they have the more Need to be put in 
. | Mind of it when they come to die. 
| 3. Te exs- | | Theoph. And thus we are already fallen up- 
wine the on the next Part of the Prieſt's Oſſioe in Viſit 
Sincerity of ing the Sick; Which is, to examine them con- 
cen cerning the Sincerity of their Repentance, 
ce. And their Forgiveneſs of all that have imur d 
them, and their Deſire of Pardon from hom. 
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L ſhall not inſiſt any farther upon this. I pro- 
ceed rather to another Part of the Miniſter 
Office in his Commerce with the Sick: Man 
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. his Will. 80 that fte her is there 
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Teopb. A, quitt, patient Deportment um- 
6. Te bear der his Diſtemper, is a Simh Duty, neceſſarily 
bis Sickneſs ingumbent upon the Sick-Man, and whiche 
n, n i To take a particular Gare mf. N Nut) Which 
Sub ſun. (lo fari as d reſpects Almighty Ga and che 
Obedience that is due to his moſt holy Wil,; 
and accordingly: is to be put in Practice at all 
Times, whenever under any Preſſure of Ca- 
ane has been; already ſo largely recim 
mended -ar;a fęermer Viſit, that I need —— 
more of it. Wherefore I thalt only ebferve 
here, that he is to be patient and eaſy as to 
choſe who;are about him, to aſſiſt him in his 
Sickneſs. He is not only to take Care that he 
Jon. 4.9. be not, like Jonas, angry at Almighty God, 
| for his Hand over him; but neither may he be 
peeviſn and fretful to thoſe who are doing 
good Offices for him; which were an ill Re- 
quital for all the Benefit he receives by their 
Means. This Sort of Carriage, I grant, is 
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in che Chriſtian Religion. And Sickneſs is a 
molt. proper Time for the Exerciſe of them, 
ſo far as che Man 25 recolle& his Thoughts, 
and govern himſelf. 7 though he nỹjůẽ 
then command him (elf as at other Times; and: 
ſo is, Mare eaſily tranſported beyond his 
Bounds z, yet is the due Government of, his 
paſſions ſo muah the more commendable, b 
how —— the more he finds bimſelf incl 
to give Way to them. 031 44 
Euſeb. "Theſe. are ome. of ad Danke 
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5 of * ſolution of our natural Frame and Conſtitu 
ih 2 tion. And ie will concern every one 80 pho. 
Þ OREN vide for this that he may be able to bear 
| againſt all the Terrors of it with” Cee 
and Magnanimity, and not be overwhelm d 
with Sorrows upon every Appearance of it. 
Tbeopb. X ou quite miſtake me, Eeſebzuw\ for 
1 do not mean what I ſpeak of Death; in te- 
lation to it as ſuch: «Ok jeting this earthly Ti- 
bernacle, which is a Matter of no ſuch great 
Concernment. For though theſe two old A 
ſociates having, perhaps for Threeſcore or 
| Fourſcore Years ſucceſſively, ſo — 
n cended each other, as never to have been 
4 ted one Minute; the Apprehenfion''of 
Bt Parting ſeem terrible beforehand; andy 
| the Man i _ a Perplexity at the Thought It; 
yet, if righel conſider d, there is no juſt Cauſe 
Ws of being diſmay d at it. Becauſe though it 
; — own d, * Body hereby becomes bn) 
2 ſenſeleſi, uſeleſs Lump of cold Clay, and 
afcerwards the Food. ef Worms, n 
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of Judgment. And when that Great Day dome: 
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rais'd, and rennited to it, that ſo they may con- 


Aut together to al Eternity. So that what- 
ſoever Damage there is in zei preſent Sepa- 
ration, it wilf be abundincly compenſated at 
the Reſürrection, When they Walt an meet 2 


aid be conjoin d to each other; wich ſuch an 


intimate Union, as will ſecure them from all 
Fear of ever dying again. In ſhort, if the 
Disjunction of the Soul and Bod puts an End 
to a ſhort Life, he Reſurrection, which is 
neceffarily to to follow in its due Time, will 
bring them to ether again, never to be par- 
ted more. my this, methinks, ſhould baniſh 
all the T Furr that might otherwiſe ariſe 
from che TID of Death, conſider d under 
this Notion, namely, that it is only the Body, 
the groſſer and leit valuable Pan that dies, 
and that too but for a little Time, after which, 
both Soul and Bod ſhall be reſtord to each 
other, and enjoy one another wich all the Secu 
rity that can be deſi d or ĩimagin d, of — 
Ker rpetual Union, as ſhall never be difloly 
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_ the good Th ings of this 
ſo infatiably enamour'dof,and in Purſuit where- 
of they uſually ſpend'all their Andmoſt 
Men will think it very hard, to be cut off in 


the midſt of their He, when rhaps 
have almoſt arriv'd N Top pe aps 8. 


ſires; to be ſtripped of all, and laid as naked in 
2 Earth ey 1 had never been Owners 
Pſal. 49. of any 2 not afraid, the Pſal- 
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with him when he 2 elnbe, Lal 
Tow bim. While be Bed, 2 
Mam. But be (ball certaind ly follow the . 
| Lua Fathers, ſhall d to the ſame Place of 
ath, the dark and, ſilent Grave, whither 
they are gone before him, and ſhall never ſee 
"Light. How proſperous ſoever his Circum 
ſtances are, when once Death calls for him, 
there is no withſtanding ſuch a Summons, but 
Eccleſ. ia. immediately he muſt "forlake them all, and 6 
'$. to bis long Home. © 
. Theoph. All this is very true. When Death 
comes, every one muſt | leave his Riches, his 
Honours, his Pleaſures, his Friends and Rela- 
tions, and whatſoever is deareſt to him in this 
World. All which are highly Charming to 
the earthly-minded Man, and ir ſtrikes him to 
the Heart to think of parting with them. And 
Oh that he could but have them any wy 1 
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cured to him as long as he ſhall have a 

He would then defire no better Portion; 
would he be preyail'd upon to his Inte- 
reſt in them, for all the moſt ineſtimable, un- 
conceivable, immortal Glory, and Bliſs and 
ll of che other State. * " Yer after all, 


Life, which Mankind are 
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and liable to ſuch Variety af Caſüalties, And 
Loſſes, and Frauds, and Violences; ; and: at 
beſt are unſerviceable to fo | many of 7 7 85 | 
poſes of Life, that-a wiſe ra 
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then, if we call to Mind how exrceamly da- 
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Rong 15 do #4 Thing of this Nature, and put 
Sort of Thoughts and De- 
en. And indeed to reſſect how flitring and 
uncertain; and again, .bow uſcleſs and unſaris- 
factory all fibtanary F njoyments are, ſhould 
certainly raiſe up our Minds to the Joys that 
are above, and ſhould teach us to Jock not ar 
theſe temporal good Things which are ſeen, but 
at thoſe Which are infinicely better and more 
deſirable, that are not ſeen, and are eternal And 
were but our Hearts once ce throughly fer upon 
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And above, Times is ſuck a Dotage — 
World moſt/inexcuſable; hen a Man is eon 
vino d, that in all Probability he / is eneriog 
upon another Liſe, — he can neither 
wa Oecaſion for, nor. rective any Beneſit 
from, what he is ſo loth tu leave. This argues 
his Chriſtianity to have but little Influence 
upon him, ſince otherwiſe he could not poſi» 
ay be ſo Regardleſs, either of the Glories it 
offers in à future State, or of the ſtrict Obli- N 
gations it lays upon all its Profeſſors, to — * 
_ being enſlayed to an er n 
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liverance from this frail Life, and the nume · Pell ve 


tous Calamities, and Misfortunes of divers rence from | 


Kinds, that ſo conſtantly: attend a, by” 1 ples aud 
born to Trouble, ar the Sparks fly u <4 — — Mi for- 
are natural to him during his Pa ge bers tunes 


this World, and he can no more hope to this Life. 


eſcape them, than to live without breathing, 
As we are all, even. the moſt miſerable. of us, 
made Partakers of innumerable undeſerved 
Bleſſings; ſo on the other Hand, thoſe Who 
are in tha moſt advantageous Circumſtances 
have nevertheleſs their different Sarts of Croſ- 
and - Vexations, to conteſt with. And 
that Death puts an End to theſe, can be no 
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© Theoph. Lou may be ſure ĩt is not. For 
who: would' ever dread to be delivered un 
all his Infirmities, Loſſes, Cares; Wron ler AF 
fronts, or whatever Kind of Troubles 


were to be eſteem'd a ſingular —— * 
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ſo far from adminiſtring 
plaint or DifſatisfaRion. — a Man ought in 
all Reaſon to conclude "himſelf not- a Loſer, 
but'a Gainer; not ruin d, but ſav d by it. But 
there is hill mother Notion of dann dne 
not yet touched upon. 
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that when we come into the other W orld, we 

ſhall be ſure never to die more, but lire to 

eternal Ages? O Eternity : Eternity! What 
— 1 Addition is ach a boundleſs Du 


ration to any Sort of Happineſs ? But what 


an Exceſs of Happineſs muſt it be to live in 


Peace, and Reſt, and Joy, and neicher hun- 


ger, nor thirſt, nor meet with any Croſs Ac- 
cidents, or ill Uſage, nor be ſick, nor grow 
old, nor die, through a long Eternity? = 
is ſuch a bleſſed and laſting: 8 


our ro M tranſitory and troubleſome = 
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Tbeoph Moſt certainly ought nar, 9 
chere had been no more in the Caſe, 
chan thay the Life we enter upon at Death, 
and which we. are henceforward to lead in 
the other World, is of a perpetual, eternal. 
Continuance, and ſhall never draw towards 
an End. But that which is each one's chief 
Concern, and calls for his utmoſt Care and 
Diligence, and which to this End I now 
recommend to your Conſideration, is the Na- 
ture of the Shore whereon we ſhall be landed 
in that eternal World. Our Bodies at Death 
univerſally return to the Earth, from whence 
they had their firſt Extraction. Burt our Souls 

immediately into * Life, either of 

Happinef or Miſe perfect in the mean 
Time, but which ill be qo compleated at the 
e nes and the — Judgment of all 
Mankind. At which Time our bleffed Lord, 
who is to be our Judge, acquaints us before- 
hand, that ſome ſhall be ſer on the Right 

Hand, and the reſt on the Left, — my a 
very different Sentence ſhall de paſs d upon 
them, to the unſpeakable Comfort — Happi- 
neſs of the former, and the inevitable, into- 
lerable, irreparable Deſtruction of the latter. 
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ſces his End at ſo near a Diſtanee, that he cu 


almoſt 166k föfward into the other World, as 
Canaun, he will be naturally inclin d, eagerly 
to deſifs, and long to ktiow, hat will becorite 
of Him in that öther State. If he find xhiat 


pleateſt 9 722 
u 


doubtedly 2 


Meritorum, according to their ſeveral Qualiff- 


Deut. 34. 
1, 2, 3» 4p 
5 


cations and Services; to know for a Certain- 


ty that Heaven is a Place of incomparable Sa- 


n.. N . 1 _ 1 4 4 * 


— 


* Tertull. Scorpiac. e. 8. 


** . — uw — * * nn 
* - P A 4 * * * * * 
* — ay ”- . — 5 TW. A. 
» 


tisfaction 


5 1 8 nn * 
nn rere L 


tisfaction and Delight, infinitely beyond what 


. 1 


= | . | 0 . : : of . 
* F * ” * « « * , 4 
* ; $, « | 
eme | 


* 2» — 1 


can be expreſs d, or conceiv'd ; and that the 
Righteous ſhall be everlaſtingſy poſſeſ5 d of 


it 3 and yet not only to come ſhort of this ſo 


vaſt a Recompence of Reward, but to meet with 
a Hell in lieu of it; to be caſt into an inſa 


tiable Gulph, of exceflive ;Anguiſh, and incy- 
table Deſpair, to be lodg d amongſt the De- 


teſt Sulphur, without 


bereave him of his Senſes, or perhaps to 


| 1 by them, with the utmoſt Spight and 
IA 


ice, to lie yelling and r „ toſſing 
and turning, in b rni D of 
termiſſion or Ceſſa. 
tion; to E all theſe unconceivable A- 
gonies, ut enjoying an uninterrupted 
| On of the perfecteſt Happineſs with the 
Saints above, is ſo fad and doleful a Caſe, 
that no Words can expreſs, or Fancy imagine 


the Terror of it. And eſpecially if hereto be 


added the Duration of this woful State, that it is 
to laſt for evermore, and never, never, never to 


have an End, but after as many Thouſands 


of Years, as there are Drops of Water in the 
Ocean, Grains of Sand on the Shore, Spires 
of Graſs throughout the Earth, and Stars in 


the Firmament; after as many Myriads of 
Years, or even as many Millions of Ages, all 


this Miſery will be no nearer a Concluſion 
than ar the firſt Beginning of it. Whom does 
not ſuch a Meditation preſently pierce to the 
Quick ? Ir is a very afflicting Thought -t 2 
good Man, that this muſt be the everlaſtingly 


wretched State, of far the greater Part of 


Mankind. - But-to the Sinner, who deſervedly 


expects to be in a little Time irrecoverably 


lunged into all this Wo and Miſery, the 

| & of it one would think were 7 
trike 
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Impreſſion u if any Thing 

World can Kin him —— — — 
Mind, and put him upon conſulting his Eſcape, 
from ſuch: a Scene and Weight of Sorrows, 
this muſt do it. This Meditation alone, to 
one that apprehends himſelf al within a 
few Steps of ſo intolerably dolorous:a Condi- 
tion, ſhould: be ſufficient ro melt a Heart of 


Adamant, and diſſolve it into Floods of Tears. 


And thoſe Men muſt be moſt deſperately re- 
gardleſs of their own Safery, whom ſoawake- 
ning a Reflection will not put upon-contri- 
ying by all Means poſſible to ſecure. them- 
ſelves. And oh that the Sinner would there- 
fore be 2 to bethink himſelf, and 
grow wiſer, before it be too late! That he 
would make the beſt Uſe he can, of the few 
Hours he has remaining, to try if God can 


et be prevail d with, to extend his Mercy to 


upon a hearty and exemplary Repen- 
tance, Let him — well with himſelf, char 
when once the ſlender Thread of his Life is 
Cut, it will be too late for him to think of ob- 
taining a Pardon afterwards. For he muſt 
then be drag d to his Trial with all his Sins 
about him, and thence to the Place of Execu- 
tion, to be rack d, and tortur d, and tormen« 
ted, till he ſhall have paid the ume Farthing. 
Who can poſſibly foreſee this to be his own 
Condition, and forbear one Minute to ſum- 
mon together all his Force, and exert the ut- 
moſt of his Power, to reſoue himſelf out of it 
with all the Speed that may be? 
Anchith. A Senſe of ſuch exceſſive Danger, 

is the ſtrongeſt Motive that can be, to à ſe- 
rious Recollection, and adiligent U of what- 
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back, and faint, and be in Agonies, and al- 


TY 
us Wl moſt dead at the Apprehenfion of bidding 
bug farewel to them. And whilſt the T hought 


of ſuch a Removal is thus diftaſtful to him, it is 
not to be imagined, 5 he can be reconciled 
to it. Nor ought he t look upon himſelf, as 
in a due Preparation for Death, till he has got 
his Soul at Liberty, from the Bondage it fad 
been in to theſe vain Allurements. Which one 
would think were no hard Task, conſidering the 
_ Croſſes and Diſappointments t which 
nſually 


and all the Works that are done under the Sun, are 
but Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. The dying 
Chriſtian has fo much a nobler Purchaſe in his 
Eye, that his Defires ſhould. be carried forth 
intirely after that, and he ſhould be heartily 
aſhamed to take up with any Thing ſhort of it. 
Eſpecially ſeeing that had theſe earthly Enjoy- 
ments, of whatever Sort, been far more valu- 
able than tliey are, they might be ſo to others, 
but can be no longer of any Uſe to him, who 
is upon his Entrance into another World. He 
may look back, and ſee what dangerous 
Temptations they have been to him; but all 


his Leave of them, and ſue to God for the For- 
bireneſs of any paſt Abuſe of them, he has 
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+ A n modo ſecum animo reputarit, quam calami- 


| bræceps, propemodum etiam gratulabitur iis, qui matu- 
2 figs cam reliquerint. Eraſm. Declamat de Morte. 
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accompany them; and that themfelves 
alſo are at beſt Deceitful and Unſatisfactory, 


he has now to do. with them, is only to take- 
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Degree, in our Paſſage n pręſentEife; 
Hop of, Mercy, 
us to an ample Reward 


and if well improved in A 
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above in Heaven; but this is all the Benefit he 


cęſſarily ceſign them, whenever we lay. 
this earthly Tabernacle, there being no fa 


Ule we can then make of them. They 


can expect from them.®We are only intruſted 
with them during our ſtay here, and muſt 


.ne- 
aſide 
rther 
will 


contribute nothing to the wicked Man's Eaſe, 
when he comes to languiſh in ſuch Excels af 
Pain and Torment, in the burning Lake; a 


nothing in the World can mitigate. 
thoſe in Heaven will have no. Ne 
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And 


ed of them ; 


for they will be everlaſtingly poſſeſſed of vaſt. 
ly greater, and morę durable Treaſures, and fo 
will look down upon all this World's. Glory, 


as not deſerving any Regard from them. 


And 


this Leſſon it is the Sick-Man's Part to teach 
himſelf beforehand, that when he ſhall be called 
hence, he may quite disburden himſelf of his 
heavy Clog, and may be perfectly at Liber- 
ty to obey, and be gone. And who can tell 
Whether one great End of God's not cutting 


Mien off immediately, but continuing 


them 


for ſome Time under their Sickneſs, na, not 
He 


be to work this good Effect upon them 


very well knows, what an inexcuſable Foo 


neſs the Genetality of Mankind have for theſe 
Things, how intent they are upon getting 
them, how they torment themſelves with the 
Fear of loling them, and again how ſorrow: 
ful they are at the Loſs of any Part of them; 


what an Occaſion they are of many Sorts 0 


- Wickedneſs; and how People will. venture to 
be damned for them. And where he ſees an) 
thus enſlaved to thiem, it is a great — in 
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bim, to allow them a little Time of, Reſpite, 
wherein to reflect upon their Vanity and Emp- 
tineſs, to repent of the Sins whereinto, they 
have at any Time been drawn. by them, and to 
ſet himſelf free from them. And it is highly 
unreaſonable for fach an one, not to, comply 
with all che Willingneſs that may be, with 
this, ſo gracious a Deſign, ſo proper and ſea- 
ſonable in it ſelf, and which may turn ſo 
highly to his, own Advantage. And I muſt. 


** 


therefore heg Leave, to recommend to eyery 
one the Apoſtle St. Pauls Advice, which he 

25 the. Corinthians, ſo to get themſelves af- 

ected with a Senſę of, the Shortneſs and Un- 
certainty of our Abode in this World, as not 

to be brought into Subjection to any Thing in 
it. Now the I ſay, Brethren, the Time # ſhort. It 1 Cor. 7. 
remaineth that both they that have Wives, be as 29,3, 1. 
though they had none; and they that weep, s 
though they wept not; and they that rejoice, 

« though they rejoiced not; and, they that buy, as 

though they foſſeſſed not; and they that * this 

World, as not abuſing it: For the Faſhion of this 


World paſſeth away. Seeing we brought nothing Tim 6. 


into th World, and it « certain we can carry no- 7. 
thing out, what unaccountable Folly is it, to ſet 
our Hearts upon what, we muſt be ſure to 
leave, in a little Time, and the leaving where- 
of will by this Means become a ſore Vexation 
to us? F e 
Euſeb. Nothing ſeems more naturally ſer- 
viceable, to take our Minds off from theſe 
Things, than a Sick-Bed; both becauſe it 
news the Man, that he is not like to be al- 
bowed any longer Enjoyment of them, and 
becauſe he now finds by fad Experience, not 


Life; but likewiſe how little they can contri- 
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Pains, or Recovery from his Sicknelſs.' - 
4  Theoph. It may be a Trouble to him to caſt 
his Eyes back, and ſee how much more agree. 
ably he had lived formerly, than he does at 
pteſent, though as yet poſſeſſed of as much of 
this World, as ever he had in his whole Life. 
Bur it is a Demonſtration of the Abſurdity of 
ſuffering his Affections to be ſtill fixed, upon 
what he is now fully convinced to his Coſt, 
will not profit in the Day of Wrath, * will never 
ſave the Owner from Death, nor give. him 
Eaſe whilſt he draws towards it; and calls 
loudly upon him to recal his Thoughts, and 
place them upon thoſe more amiable Objeds, 
which will be ſure never to fail or diſappoint 
him, if he can but once attain to them. How. 
ſoever he might formerly have been deceived 
with Appearance inſtead of Reality, and taken 
theſe gawdy Vanities for ſolid 'and ſubſtantial 
Treaſures, it is full Time for him to change 
his Opinion of them, now thar he finds them 
all to be but a feeble Support, and that they 
will leave him in a diſconſolate Condition, 
when he has moſt. Need of their Help. Where- 
fore, ſince he can obtain no Relief by their 
eans, now that he is in uriuſual Want of it, 
common Prudence would direct him, not to 
put a higher Value upon them than they de- 
ſerve, nor ever to trouble himſelf more, for 

what he ſees is thus vile and worthleſs. 


bute towards giving him any Eaſe from lis 


— 


Que nec felicitatem, nec quietem præſtare poſſunt; 
que cæcis ſuis amatoribus polliceatur, Lad. Berus de 
Preparat. ad Mortem, cap. 1. fp ye 
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diminitive Character of them, from the Wiſe- 


aft W man; who he tells us, ſums up their whole 


ee. value in theſe two Words, Vanity and Vexarion. 
And then he asks a. very rational Queſtion; 


of At. what Price you would rate Vanity, which's n- 


ife. thing, or Vexathon, which is worſe than nothing? 

Theaph. And well he might. For what 
pon Man, not intirely bereaved of his Senſes, would 
ot, de perſwaded to love, and diſquiet himſelf for, 


er what he is ſatisfied beforehand, he can never 


him put any Truſtin? TH. 
Anchith. And ſo I remember another de- 


not of our Communion, tells us, God ſows Gall 


JOU BY and Worntwood: in the Goods of thu Life, that the 
low. Soul being afflited, may repent, and turn to him. 


Deoph. And who would be enamoured of 


tial BY Temptations, that the Proſpect of Heaven and 
eternal Happineſs is Hot to be preferred before 
them I them? Away with ſu 


they I dity, and let us begin at 8 to grow wiſe, 
= and truly conſider our latter End. Let us remem- 


nere der, we know not how ſpeedily we may be 
their called hence, and then what Plenty ſoever of 


of it theſe Enjoyments had fallen to our Share, they 
not io will all be ſure to forſake us at the Grave, if 
2y de- they had not done it much ſooner. And let 


us ſhew our ſelves Men, by a ſlight Regard 
lor them, that though we uſe them as we have 
Occaſion, we never dare to abuſe them, or 
our ſelves, upon their Account. Let us eſteem 


1 


—9 — 
5 — 
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1 Cory 


t Biſbp Hopkyns's Vanity of the World. 5. 105, 196. 
* Euſeb. Nierembergh of the Difference between the 
Imyors] and the Eternal, l. 3. c. 9. I” 
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Ys of 


" Euſeb. A late learned Prelate t gives a very 


and I rout and affecting Author, though I confeſs 


aken WY 6.1 and Wormwood? Are theſe ſuch irreſiſtible 


ch Sottiſhneſs and Stupi- 
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of them according to their intrinſick Worth, 
. vain) Imaginations. And let i 
de ſure to employ chem to the End for which 
they are committed to our Management, the | 
7; Supply-of our own: and others Neceſſities. Let GC 
us allo fir ſo looſe. to chem all, chat we may 
as eaſily. lay them aſide when wp come to hae 
no longer Need of them, as the Traveller dos T or. 
bis thick and heavy Clothes in a hot Sun-ſhine BY | 
: Day FE or his dirty Ones at the End of his J Dur- haſt thi 


. 


pey. This is a. Duty that all are obliged, 8 i = 
| Chriſtians, to be continually encreas d in, no. 2 
thing.'being more plainly required in Scrip- CH 
1 $.Joh.2. ture, than not to love the World, nor the Things if thoſe Hi 
ty. it. But the Sick are to be particularly careful ., 7e 
5 of it upon à twofold, Account; Firſt, becaule I 5de 
they know aſſuredly, if they do it not before Wl 0 e 

they leave the World, they can never Hope to Fa 
doit toany Advantage hereafter. And again, 
becauſe, if they depart hence, enſſaved to thels 
vain Deluſions, the Love d Friendſhip of. the Wark 
„ ſuch Enmity to God,that Mey ſhall never obtain 
an Admiſſion into his Glory. So that this 
one neceſſary Branch, of that more imme 
diate Preparation for Death, Which: every one 
is to take Care of, namely to wean our ſelves 
more and more from the World, and ſee that 
the leſs Time we appręhend our ſelves hke hy 
.continue in it, the leſs Regard we have for it; 


that ſo · we may be ible ro leave it, with the 


_ Indifferency for any Thing in it. 
} TACES: 7 4% Ree 1 
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value t 
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«ul A Praycr for Victoty over the 
" World, and the Attainment of 
Le God's gracious Promiſes. 
may JC vn ge £24 He bran 
dei 7 0:4 God nighy, t and Fee al 


4 the whole Heavens are thine, and the Earth 


Jour- haſt thou "aL. h Childy 1 * ö 2 

given to the Children of. Men. Bleſſed be 
1 i holy Ware for that Feen of the grod Things 
2 Bl thereof, which thou haſt beſtowed upon me thy moſs. 


unworthy Servant, that thou haſt not expoſed me to 
thoſe Wants and Difficulties, that mam others, bet- 


aſhamed, and do fincerely bumble. my ſelf before-thee. 
or all mine Abuſes of this thine abundant Goodneſs 
debe me; beſeeabing thee, of thy great Merey, to pardon. 
1 theſe my Miſcarriages, and to give me Grace 10 


made m Life | ealy and comfortable to me. I am 


"I make a right, Improvement of all thy Gifts for the. 
)btain „ ar Be the 
b e j is hull beth 2 „ 
imme Time for it. Or if thou haſt determined to remove 

- me h * 0 
-y one ence immediately, yet do not refuſe to wean 


n 10 Heart firſt 0 theſe tranſitory Enjoyments, that 


e chal % wa no longer have any Dominion over me, 


like to Vouchſafe me a right Notion of them, that I may. | 


value them according to their true Worth ; ſo as nei: 
the ther to be unthankful to thee 1 God for them, nor 
billing to reſign them, w 
1 Pleaſe to demand them, or to take me away from 
them. Work up my Soul to ſuch an Indifferency to- 
wards them, as that they may be no Hindrance-to 
me, in the Proſecution of what i infenitely more de- 
firable. And raiſe up allo my Affectiont to the 


an 


ter than me, are . to ruggle with, hut haſt 


enſoe ver thou ſhalt 


i God, that my Heart TY be fully ſes upon them 4 
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World contains, in Compariſon. of them, Thus I beg 
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Pz e, © Lend, to labour above al 


L ' Things, after a perpetual Enjoyment of thee my 
greateſ Good, and an Attainment of thoſe eqerlaſt- 
ing Rewards, whith thou haſt prepared for thy faith- 
ful Diſciples, in the” Kingdom of Heaven, And 


ſuffer not any ſubluma Advantages whatſoever, to 


preſs down my Defires to the Earth, and earthly 


Things. \ Remind me of my moſt holy Profeſſion, and 
the Hope that s ſet h 70 * De ITE 
Encouragement I have, not to lay up to my ſelf Trea- 
ſures here below, where Ruſt and Moth do corrupt, 
and Thieves break through and ſteal, but rendih to 
overlook all Things of thu Nature, in Reſpet to the 
znfmite. Glories of the other Life, whither my Savi- 
our is gone before. To whom with thee, O Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory World 


* %Y 
\ # 
„ 


. | . ( 
I God, who declareſt thy Almighty Power moſt 
# chiefly in ſhewing Mercy and Pity ;" mercifully 
grant to me ſuch a- Meaſure of chy Grace, that Irun- 
ning the Way of thy Commandments, may obtain thy 
acious Promiſes," and be made Partaker of thy 
1 Treaſure, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
men. | ; % er eng 


- Theoph. III. Another Duty particularly in. 


cumbent upon the Sick-Man is, To revew 


perfect bis Repentance; to review his whole Lite 


paſt, and bewail the Errors and Sins of it, to 


ue for the Pardon of them, and nafetgnee'y 


and ſolemnly reſolve” againſt them for the Fu- 
ture. It is an amazing Conſideration to think, 
how great a Part of Mankind have the whole 
Buſineſs of their Lives to begin, when they 
are at the Point of Death. They have ſinned 
away all their Working-Time, and perhaps 
not ſo much as once ſet about what they came 
into the World for; and now that they are al- 
moſt quite paſt their Labour, they have it all 
yet to do. No Wonder if ſuch be ſtruck with 
Aſtonĩſhment at the Sight of their W A 
ous Folly, when they come thus late to be 
convinced, into what dreadful Circumſtances 
they have brought themſelves. ' What Racks 
and Tortures muſt theſe feel within their own 
| Breaſts, when they find * how great a Work lies 
upon their Hands, and how unfit they are for- 
the Diſpatch of it, and yet how little Time 
they have before them, had they been better 
able to undertake it; and withal, that they 
are moſt aſſuredly undone, ruined and undone 
irrecoverably, and to all Eternity, except they 
can get it finiſh'd before they are taken hence. 
dome axe fo intolerably ſtupified by a long 
Courſe of yin, as to have no Senſe of their 
Danger, when thus upon the Brink of irre- 
trievable Perdition. But as for thoſe who 
have their Conſcience awakened by fo diſmal 
a Proſpect, it is impoſlible to expreſs the An- 
euiſh, and Remorſe, wherewith they muſt in- 
evitably be ſeized, the Stingings and Twinges 
they muſt inceſſantly feel within themſelves 
from the terrible Load of Guilt that lies fo 
heavy upon them. Which whether they ſhall 


Ae eee A. 


—_ 


Ad fantum negotiorum agmen non ſufficit ile tem- 
poris ariiculus. Fam, de præparat. ad Mortem. 


Ser 
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ever get pardoned, after all they are able nom 
to do in order to it, God only knows. But 
I am ſure they have all the Reaſon that may 
be, to beſtir themſelves: with all their might, 
ad make the beſt Improvement poſſible of: 
thoſe few Minutes that are yet behind. 
Euaſeb. That undoubteædly they have, and 
mult. be the moſt wretehed Sots that ever 
| e the moſt ſenſeleſs Part of the whiole: 
c 


N 


Creation, if they leave any Thing undone, 
at can poſſibly be done, in order to a Reco- 


% 


„ 


very out of this doleful Condition, Whereinto 
they, have obftinately brought themſelves, 
This every one mene in Peet thought mea 


ings and Defects, Neglecke and Overlights, | 
the beſt of Men are liable to in this Life chere 
Fe debe bur may ſes Bealan enough zo 
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for ſome Time, wherein to reflect upon, and 
as much as in them lies, to rectify what they 
have not done as they ought. EIO main: 
uſeb. It is too plain, that our. very Repen- 

tances are ſo imperfect, as to need that chey 
mould be repented of, and that We endeavour 
by an aſter-Act to ſupply what was wanting in 
them. And the Sick-Man is therefore to call 

_ over again, as he has Time, and his Memory, 
and his Command of himſelf will allow, the main 
Offences of his Life paſt, and to humble him- 


I 


ſelf for them, and to try to promote in him- | | 


ſelf, all the Deteſtation of them that may be, 
and to pray and entreat for the Pardon of 
them, and together with theſe, of his Secret 
Faults likewiſe, ſuch as poſſibly had eſcaped 
him at the Times of their Commiſſion, but 
which now are certainly out of his Remem- 
brance, and as for this Reaſon they are not 


capable of, ſo neither do they require a parti- 


cular Repentance: If he has been guilty of 
any Acts of Impatience, or Misbehaviour of 
whatever Sort, ſince: his Sickneſs: ſeized him, 
or ſince he laſt ſolemnly humbled! himſelf for 
his dins, theſe he muſt particularly call himſelf 
to Account for. But he muſt not conſine his 
Repentance to theſe, but muſt ſee that he ſet 
none other eſcape unobſerved that he can call 
to Mind, but muſt bring them all under his 
Conſideration, and repeat his Prayers for For- 
giveneſs of them, and for Strength againſt all 
Temptations to any of them, and muſt be 
highly diſpleaſed at himſelf, for having ever 
given Way'ro:chems: fff bf ond ft An3 
Anchitb. If he has heartily repented of his 
former Sins, and has repeated his Repentance 


throughout the Gourle'of his Life and has — 
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18. 24, 


'this e N it is to be . 
that they were N 8 8 . — and that 
therefore ſo much of his Work i is already dif. 
TR =: I 

Trop. What you dy, e is vel 
true But you ſeem not to remember that 3 
our Pardon, whilſt we remain in this Life; is 
conditional, and may be forfeited by a -ſubſe. 
quent Diſobedience or Neglect. Lou know 
very well the Caſe of the unmerciful Servant 
in the Wanttes, to whom his Lord, out of 
meer C ion, had forgiven no leſs a Sum 
tham Ten thouſand Talents; and that though 


all this had been freely remitted, and aſſured. 
y would never have been demanded of him, 


had he not afrerwards ſhewn himſelf unworthy 
ol ſo great à Kindneſs ; yet upon his inhuma- 
nity to Ibis Fellow- Servant, w ought him 


Hundred Pence, b Lord upon Notice hereb 


Was wroth with A aud delivered him to the Tor- 
mentors, till be ſhould pay all that was due unte him, 
And the Danger is the fame to Lou, and Me, 

and All of us. For let our Sins have been ever 
ſo truly pa rw it is ſtill in our Power to 


_ Al hty God, ito revive the Whole 


Charge againſt us, and condemn us, as/ effe- 
"Rn as if we had never repented at all. 


that you ſee what a powerful Reaſon his: K, 
for inviting: to the Performance of the Duty 


here treated of, namely that we depart not 


| * World with ſuch an Unconcernedneſs for 


paſt Sins, as to provoke God at laft bo 
3 * us to a ſtrict Account for them. 
Euſeb. Hence it appears that the Sick-Man 
is, as far as his Circumſtances will admit ay 
of his 


_  recolle& the moſt material: Miſcarriages 


Life palt, co ſee whether he has hee 
3 | 
„ wal 


never come 


ity 
up to the Height his Guilt de- 


ſerves, this ſhould be helped, as he ſhall be | 


able, by repeated Acts of Contrition, where- 
by to ſet him at the greater Diſtance' from all 
his Iniquities. Which as it is to be done at 
other Times, ſo more eſpecially in Time of 


Sickneſs, that ſo the Penitent may leave this 


World in the beſt Diſpoſition he can poſſibly 


attain to for a better: And whoſoever is once 


brought to a Senſe of his own Condition, and 
what an irreparable Hazard he runs, every 


Moment that he ventures being taken hence, 


without a due Preparation for his Change, 


will hardly need to be invited to what his own 


Conſcience will moſt earneſtly preſs upon 


* and let him have no Quiet till he has done 


Euſeb. The Apoſtle st. Fobn having ſpoken : | 
of our bleſſed Saviour's Appearance at the laſt 


great Day, and the unconceiveable Happineſs 
of the Righteous at that Time, in that the) 
* ſhall ſee bim as he it, and ſhall be mads like to him, 
draws this Inference from his Aſſertion, that 
Every one who-hath thu Hope in bim, purtfieth 
himſelf,, even as be . pure. This the Apoſtle 


declares to be the natural Reſult of ſuch glo- 


/ 


rious Hopes as are ſet before Chriſtians, ſuck 


18. Joh. 
3. 2. 
+ ver. 3 


— AE 
n 


3 none > who: ny tq chem, 
but he will find - ade un der: an, K 
Neceſſity, to rectify whatever ig àmiſs in him 

And though he had not gelen defer; vs 

it till he comes to, languiſh upon. 4 2 Sick. Bed 
et when he is reduced to this Condition, 120 

has his Spirits taint, and his. Strengrh gone, 
that he is but one Remove from the 

. i And looks upon himſelf as ready every, 

Hour to drop into it, how careful ſoever he 

had been to: reform and amend his Doings, he 

will not then know how to AN deavour-. 

ing to conclude well at the la 5 e 

his Soul into as fn a, Poſture as he can, for 

that Judgment he continually. expects to be 

called to. It is a great Addition to a 1 

tune to have it happen, when juſt upon the 

Point of Safety, and be undone, be * 

Pranance, paſta! Danger: flop 2315 ail 


Ab! . vin. quieſte perix, \ba manſragus EY 14 


" Ie is 4 double iat to be 1 away, 
when © Man has ſtruggled through à long 
Ho Waves and Storms, and pleaſed him- 

elf with che Sight of his, Haven, and; was 
ready to ſet his Foot on Shore. And none 
who have any Regard for their own Welfare, 
but will be particularly deſirous 7. ſecure it by 
all Means, poſſible, when. juſt ſtepping into 
the, other World, and to t his End. to make 

heir Repencance as intire and perfect as this 
ral State will allow them, 

MLL is ae Ar the be ? iſ Scene of 
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oe Hie eſt extremus bene vite, velut res 80 
. pendet vel æterna felicitas hominis, vel een | 


exilium. — ad Arn. 
8 2 2 the 
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me laſt Act of a Man's Life, and jf this be 
le not performed well, he paſſes off the Stage 
7 with Shame and Ruine, and has no Room left 
ed for farther. Comfort or Hope. And this oh- 
d; liges him to labour after the utmoſt Exactneſs, 
nd in giving the finiſhing Stroke to the whole 
1e;. Work, to the end he may be approved fot his 


ry. For this. Cauſe he is to examine himſelf how 
h far his Converſation has been as becomes the Goſpel 
he if Cbriſt, and to own. and bewail his: Guile 
ur-. where it has been otherwiſe, to be humbled 
ing for all His leſſer, and even for his involuntary 


ior. Lins, and to ſue; moſt earneſtiy for. Mercy 


be and Pardon through Chriſt; and to reſolve to 
do or ſuffer any Thing, than ever wil- 
lingly to diſpleaſe him more. 


A Prayer for Abilicy og hay | * 


[ 


higheſt. Heavens, and whoſe Kingdom 'ruleth 
over all; I can never ſufficiently lament my Sins and 
Offences, whereby I baue from Time to Time provo- 
led thee againſt mine own Soul. Let it nat be in 


cut me off, as I bad juſtly deſerved. Grant I may 
be more ſenſible than ever of my own Vileneſi, and 
Unworthineſs,. by reaſon of my manifold Iniquities. 
And vouchfaf me fuch Aſſeftances of thy Holy Spi: 
lt, as 9 enable 


my ſelf from all Pollution ; and ſuch Feruaur and 


be Fidelity, and may enter into his Maſter's Joy. 


vain that thou baſt thas long borw with me, and not 


enabled to cleanſe, and Pur ify 


Earneſtneſs in my Addreſſes to thee, that I may obtain 
thy Pardon, and whatſoever elſe I ſeek to thee 10 f 5 
1 1 ea 


Lord God Almighty, who dwelleſt.. in the 


. 


- 
” N 
wo q : 
r 
= 
® SY 
- f 8 
* * 3 4 5 N | 
. £ 


TT, i 


LY” r Dr 
3 wo oF . . N V 
* 
x 4 
A 
8 


Deal hit With me as have teforved ut '1by Had 

but [ſpeak Pence to my Soul,” and command | Deli 
Vernes far me. I am tbinej O ſave me; and hh 
that ihy Property # always to bave Merey, and i 

| forgive. © Hear me, O Lurd, when Teall upon the, 
Aud coft the not away in the Time of Weak); 

| ſole vot when my Strength failerh mie. I 


thu World; help me to improve it ſo, at that I 
| ſecure to m 27 an Intereſt in the Bliſs and Felitity 


— 8 
- py — - . 
- — as —_— # * * 7 £ » * 
oy - 4&2 = N : 8 & 5 4 
at r ee di cr „ 
= , \ 
4 - 
: 4 — — 
. . 4 
2 2 * 


OA 


a CAPERS a 
5 3 * ja D 
G 
8 
f 8 
. 2 F 
* 
"NY 8 ; 4 4 


1 


— 


Fs 


# very little Time that I can expetF'rv conti 


of that which is to come. Compleat wy Reben. 


du; encreaſe my Graees ; ſubdue all my Lufts in 
Paſſions ; promote all my good Inclinatioms, and kad 


me in be Way everlaſting; ſuffer me not, whenever 


Deb ſhill ce, #0 die with any Guilt upon m 
Conſcience, with an Affection to am Thing that i 


Evil, or with any Sin not repented of. Make me 


to love thee with all the Pavers and Faculties of my 


5 98 Þ — 


dend, to fear thee above al Things, to oben thet dul. 


fully and conftanth; end ſ6\ to: endeavour by al 


Means poſſible to wipe off the Stain of whatever # 


diſpleaſing to thee, My Deſire i truly to bid Def. 
ance to all. my Sins, and never ta look. fawoura lj 
again upon any one of them, to humble my ſelf l.. 
fore thee to that Degree, that thou mayeſt look gr. 


 riouſly upon me, and be reconciled to me. Help me; 


I beſereb the, 10 ſearch out all my Tranſgreſſuns, 


and ſo to judge my ſelf for them, as "that I maj 
not be judged and condemned by thee at the bets 
Be merciful,, O Lord; be merciful to me.  Forſak 


me not in my Extremity ; but watch over me fir 


Good. Forgive my Sins; beal al my Hf mile; 
receive and ſtrengthen me: bleſs, refreſh, aud am. 


fort me; and cauſe me to rejoice in thee, bath 805 


N N 
x * ? 04 V = 
3, Ks 1 4 * 1 
; 


and at the Hour of Death, thyough Feu CH our 


; E 
* 1 * &.5 4 
« 4 * 4 4 n q * , +8. 4 2% A * 
r nere Þ:. 49-9 LOS J>&. A . 
SS SS „ " IS TOWER I p04 av W 444 8 
« \ 4 QI 
. * - 
. 5 ; 
% 


ig ; 1 i 


TP" 10 e bf” ny ſp / 

+ ho everlaſting Gd, Pee ella, "Y 
4 N an e bot 

my Heart web; 77 3 15 "4's s 9. 
in the Works 

thy moſt” mig! *s — 45 her 
may! be priſeroed in | a 74 Sou 
Lord am e Fw Sh 


4 and 50 * CY | 4 
„ | 243 Wi 
* 1 . a 5304: 


* + 2 rk ws 
Th * Anothe p Ys 725 I by. Ne 
agen e not be thought wage og bd; 
Theofhilas; in re $1 You; and yet I cane, 
not forbear entreating, before LES ogy, 0 
the next Duty, to do a Piece of. Juſtice to our” 
hoſt excellenc Church ang Liturgy, in "rela... 
tion th what ou have been diſcourfin ms. under 
this laſt Head. re ONE 

2 "Pray how i is chat, Eufebink ? r e 

Euſeb. I know not how. to forbear taking 
Notice, whit juſt Reaſon you have hereby, gi- 
ven, to. wonder why. any ſhould 1 needleſly. 
take Exception, at the Petition in the Lian, 
a we pray for | Deliverance from a 

eat el 

* reaſonable Petition £5 

tain] 10 th of, 


c o doubt it 18. Fot eb h a f f 
den Death * may well be fu role ar eaſier 
than that witch makes ics to ow, and gradua 
Approaches, and gives Warning ſome time be- 
fore it actually makes its Seizure: Ang again, 
though 'A good Man may die Yer 'happily, | 
when frarched 3 = withour kl NFL: * | 


DT N 2 vw. 8 1 


tt IT”. oY 1 


— err SE bd _ $2 SY OO 3 3 vi © ji 8 


. Mirius Ille & petit, Tybits al, LR a”? 7 
8 Quam ſua | qui liquid: brachia laſſat e 
272. 17:2 $3 | Ovid. dt Ponte. 1. 3. Eleg 7. 


323 here 


is 7:18 


PIE "Hes — e 


_ _clice to 5 
1 an 5 com comple 
_ rifled'pp as large a 
may be. 1 were Tar d conf tl, . 
| be and lated ey eh Yer 


Days of Pain and 8 here, if they why 


| Time of Sickneſs, and that Sorrow for Gin, 


Ee 
a Cora — of yoo higheſt Importance 


95 ginghle is depend TOE ig | 


Ce 


n hence,. 3 
eee to jj ome 


dels, be ver 


at any WA 8 ute, ei her to. th 
ertainty Salyari Sy he ot 
or, to my © 1 an e ha 


Ci 

* 9 This 3 
ighly unreaſo unded, 
den bye cons very un 45 | 
is unha this Wo 9 og 
2 fad 55 ee to, Fa 


Settlements. of: 
might — 755 mals 85 peaceable 55 = 
Proviſion for th eral Members; of 
a it is far N45 md? in relation + 8 — 
ther Life, by preventing either in wholg, > 
in art, aher. reparation that might 0 
e have been made for it. It may poſſ ay 


Gre a good Main Tygh dilagvanrogeousCi [- 
x e as, tO, nay hc very e 
quence to Him; and. ch, away, the Sin- 
ner, and ſend him Dich to Hell, without 
any Sort of Warning. It prevents likewiſe the 
5 & and ſo deprives of the Reward, of 


that Patience and Submiſſion to the. De 
- Will, which are the proper Employment 


and thoſe.Pu les of Amendment, which are N Ge 
the moſt, 1 rye Fruits, of; a  lingring: Death. W Cond 


And can an reaſonable Man * 


Lads ines 4 et RA ets co. eh eee e 
2 1 OSS 3 5 


U 


urge es thie contrary. | 


” 


fied, at w at 
that on the 


5 


ſances: I am mow” upon the. 6 
my Warfare;" and cat you ſuſpect 1 would 


tehave my Elf fo unworthily, a8 to complain 
that I am required to continue the Fight a 
fow Days longer? So far from this, that I hall 
never eſteem my Sickneſs too long, if it prove” 
Means at laſt of any Way increaſing my Re- 
vard in the other State. All my Concern is, 
ki ctirough Careleſneſs, and 9 „ 
and a Love” of the: World; or the Wiles and N 
drutagems of the Devil, I ſhould be with 
held from making that Improvement of it, 
ich may be juſtſy expected from me. 
Theoph. Such ought to be the — of all 
od Men; and the more of it, ſo muen the 
ener. Wherefore I humbly befeech Almigh- 
ty God, to increaſe it in you, and all in your 
Condition. But now to pr oceed. | 


22 WA 


ae e e 


E SITE = "Wl 


. wie COON # — — 4 „ Tore > > get Is wp tbh Eon: r 


Armin IV. A 8 Duty 5 DOT? 
— . oY 3 is, to arm himſelf againſt the Nar 4 Foſſe 


| TTL. 7 ath. What the Conſequents of Death are 


Yet v 
Death. 9 has. been already obſerved, to put Prag up- 8 
my ona * Preparation for it; but not to woule 


intimidate and diſcompoſe them with the 60% 
read of it. For to the good Man it N 125 

| ſuch Enemy, as that he ſhall-need-.co be diſ. 4 | 
mayed at it. It is to, bim — other, than a 0 7 
Deliyera out of this Vale of Tears, this. WY 0 4 
Region of Sorrows and Complaints, into thoſe To! 
. more delightful, Manſions, Where will be no. 2 
ching but Joy, and Pleaſure, and Honour, and de 5 
Ae and Majeſty, and the maſt ſublime, hin \g 
Hapag and moſt laſting Bliss, Cox Ge 


Happineſß, ta reign with the bleſſed WM 
7. the holy. E ophets, the glorious Apo- 3 
ſtles and Evangeliſts, A* triumphant Saints 35 
and Martyrs for ever and ever. So that all the N 
Harn of Death to ſuch proceeds nt from it 7 
ſelf, but purely from their own, [Miſapprehen- 109 
ſion of it, and from their not Davin yet of bi 7 
— ik fe right Notion gf of the 1 4 is like 
to have upon them. For - let a; Man! be once 9 
well. 3 an Intereſt in, Gods. Merc — * Lies ( 


and: our bleſſed. Saviour's. Mediation, and fr 735 
will, ſee nothing in Death that would temgt before 
/ him to flee from it; and if he does not earneſt- har 


ly long for: it, he will however receive, it with Fog 
an Evenneſsof Mind, and a chearful, e. mJ 


tion of himſelf to the divine :Diſpelaly be- — 
cauſe he knows this is the only Way he hes 1 
be jnſtaced 3 in eternal Happineſs... 4 (c) 1 


Euſeb. It is no Wonder chat (a). Epieus (4) „ 
emed out of Deach as dere rah. unt, the i D 


+ 5 
WEE 9 2 F * 142% 8 7 
was | 4 — i 2 Peg 2 1 $33 vt #. 2 r £ 3. £0 3 1 OI”; 


„ 


n ee ee ee 
(a) Diog. Laert. * 10. in vit. 48 « 


A GH © _ 


* * both * 


e 


Pp N * + Wings * aps; Fax 3 — , „ 3 1 6 


3: 3 


— en MG 


Ne En ee 


: J 
oe ee 


wa — 


feſſe 


would haye taught them to have another N 
tion Of it. For not only Plato ſpeaks. of is 
127 Hope, and Anti bene: N red (a) the 


appy Deat (Ol * mnoſophiſta could. 
25 ſe the 23 wy it; anc d ): Erie with wiſhe 

2 be releaſed from, che Bonds of this Life, ane 
become nearly 114 to the, Aa 50 and Antouing. 
reaches: 90 L and v Re ya ) that 
he * not cone 17 bow. ate or. bow | ſo bs Za, 
but is ready to depart whenever. bis Time comes; but. 
(b) Cicero Expreſly affirms, fel pt 4 not v0 be; 
reckoned” av Evol, but 997 9 reateſt of G Goads,. 
a CLE th 4 Truth. ot imagine any 
— woult Huetion. 'For, 15 hi, WS. it removes u 


AS ) 


ther is ee it [c 9 8 07 722 7 
= bow can C account, 4 Evil? ww But if it be.a N 
"Fe of brin in 12 ro the £ tien 0 eternal L good Things 

| ond help: us 50 an Faith king in cad of his. Antal 


Once E enn 14 4 
ercy, eo WP 5 K leppineſt, can n 9 


i E 8 (An 


3 | v.35 oe IS 22 pi Wag 
— . en, "This was 1 or one wh ho fred 
neſt. before che Times ot hri ian, and 
1 other a 10 2 fürüre State 75 255 2 
d ; ow i” 
ſigns- n Rea n could fi 4 . n Wich. Ba AR 
as, £0: "It Riafhy Props Jt 3 a ur 
; 9 Sg = on 0 tif = 4 
| u Divg. rt. W N 10 * 190 . 
, Diog. Latin Froem, e tt ani lan 
60 R 17 % 7. 44 
F) "Er; Sal „ e ee ee r 
( De — „ „ 
0) Quidsnorte beatius eſſs beck: 8 


7 


. 7 TL. e . 


FW Me" of ul Eo, AS Ae, allo. IT 30 
a tobe (b) rhe moſt Terrible of all 75 
Yer were there ſuch amongſt the Heat N. 


greatef Hain: t hat could be al a Man, to * | 


be D from all aur 1 5 ſeries 45 25 4 better - 7 5 if. it nei 


SF .- 


7 


5 — - — —— 7 NID — — — — 
— ̃ —— K _ 5 
- — ” . 
—— o ' \ 


— — — —— — — 
— — S XIE > 
—— —— 
1  — — —_ 
_ = 


-. — — 

——— D ů ů — 

. r —— 
1 _— 


„Tim. * 75 _ Immortali ba * 


. 10. 


* 


e — . 


"The # wore eee 


of his Goſpel are not able. £9 bear 2. againſ} 

and à more 
encouraging and bleſſe ſed = Hood 08 than was be. 
of all ic former Terror. And we hart 


timely Preparation for it. 
105 l. is a Matter then of fingulas In 


His latter End, and rrylng to fit ane Far 4 


mons wi Death is veg 
in Scripture. ph ma) to: Sleep. as n 


I, er all likewiſe to prepare themſglyes in 


n "al 
18 


out Saviour, it will b 


Death with greater Magnani 


fore to be expected. Meant is now 


"Reaſon to fhrink from: unleſs it be 
tough our own Folly, in no: hav made a 


* 1 * 


porrapee, to learn to die whilſt we. live, and 
poſſibly he as yet ſome Niſtange from 
Peach. And there is nons therefore: wha has 


not great Reaſdn to be ofien rum upan 


and become in a 3 e With it 


before-hand, that To whenſdever j it mn all came 
within his view, 15 may appcar no {tran 


ſurp e Sper 1 85 e, nor he receive 3 
* 


ſe our ſelves to e, by putting of 
aths, lyi ing down" mm our f = 
ing our Curtains,” and cloſing our Eyes; fo 


other, by reſſecting upon the Certainty of 


it, the ele Reafbn a . good. hriftian has to de 


afraid of i ir, the Deliverance it Will be. to him 
from his - Pains and Sicknefs, "and all the 
All be Evils * Eife, and the e 
will bring wit never being ta a0 

df them he the Future; but eſpecit yp the 


eceflity of it in order to the Pe 


thoſe infinite Rewards whicty are P e 


the Righteous in the other State, Mane De 


bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither has is enter- 


7 into the Heart 42 — — OE 


eh 


draw. 


0 aboveniin 8 dtrers 
Sorts, and bf- neftimable Value, und win ch 
l dee fot evermore: Which: none can 


w Gin Erpest, whout finding the 

Thoughts of Death pafy to him, and its Ap- 

ptoach welcome. Nor enn any of the Things 

of chis Life be ſuppoſed ee due fith an En. 
him, as that he ſhould not be 

to part with them upon {6 an Retouht. 


He will rather havè brouthe himfelf to tri- 


h over Deut, as no longer able to do, 
lint nap ' Miſchief, bleſſing Mae at the Sight 


ng out in the Apoſtle St. Pauls 


of it; and 


Language; 


O Death, bert F thy Sting? O Cor. rs. 


Grave, ue u- thy Iit#ory 2 Th6 Sting of _— 55,56, 57. 


i Sin; art the” Stpengrb F Sin a . 
Thanks be to Gllywho rb #3 the Vittory 70 
aur Lord Flſ CMH. And whis ws 
glory in ſuch a Deliverance? ? He is no wiſe Mar 
that would not deſire to be able thus to comfort 
hiehſslf; bpen a) © 5 '$f his appregefing 
Diffolution ; t e it comes, no Guilt 
may diſcompoſe no Fears 155 or 
terrupt the. Pages of his Mind ; but his Soul 
may take its Flight into the oth r World, with. 

a joyful and * Ko 2 AR. 
and Glory. Nor is riend to H 

and to his. own principal TC who would 
not be at whatever Pains to ger ' himſelf int 

this Condition. It is a juſt e of - 

f Biſhop Taylor, that He ew x afraid of Death, 
2 a violent and (rampart Fear, 4 Fear apt to 
Fay his Duty bi Patience, either loves 
this World too 2. or dares not bf for the 
next, And St. —— — at a — 


— 1 


Ta Dying, Ch 3. 5, 


on — 


r = 
b * 
\ a AN — - - - \ 
» B — — 8 2 — — = . _ = 
n - 2 . . CIT WOT" = — _ 
REES man ad ; . | 
mn . 


/ 


3 7 muted FO avith 4 
die, nut out au Averſim to thii preſent Life, bu 


See that though. Desth it ſelf be not 


remove all the Bitterpeſs of it, and make it at 
leaſt as-tolerable, q; a tem 


f vu - 


beeauſe,ofi the and Exyedtation: he bar f living 
þ f in e State. And it muſt = 


agreeable, the charming Proſpect, that the 
good Qhriſtian has beyond it, may very well 


peſtuous Voyage at 
ais to the worldly} minded Man, when in 


r  Auhatdey itn 21 

Avehith. . No Pains of Death can be too 
ſhas to be 3 to the Attainment of 

e exceeding greet and precious Promiſes, which 
nge made by 24 „to all chat faithfully 
labour —— zhem.. ; om oh lo that it maꝶ 
& -- Alnighcy.. God to give ie à ſure 

2 them, and 1 ſhall never fear any 
Thing that een. wein me in 89 r 
Fe e. 0H He Ho wa 


TO 


; near 


1752 105 God, oy FI len thy 
am to 79 gr ett. Change ; Tf thou "wilt 


rhoa- tayſt raiſe 13 7555 775 ant mea longer” C. 
1 nce here. 


great n IE in 


| * N And the We ＋ - Diſtemper h as 17 
to 


thar Degree; that I can expect nothing but 
Dearth, and that too. in a - S pace 7⁰ thee W219 
A 7 Hi for help, beſeec ing thee to uppart m S 
divine Huff Influence, that I be not diſcoura- 

420, 592 ſeomßted in my laſt Conflict. © Death, 1 
am too ſenſible, 1 terrible to Nature, and the Guil 
of my Sins lies Beavy upon me; and the Life # nit 
dh wholly Ai veſted of its — So —— 

—— 1 


N De Civ. Dei, J. * C. 25. ; rut 84 AY hat” t 
122. g Fs Xe have 


* 


2 


8 ESF 


Na tant > 
*, 
> 5 & 
utter 33 

= 


F 


„* | 
8 8 5 * 5 9 4 
2 „ ; * * 


protect me againſt the Frars of Death, that "ih 


tion E Death, qi 


: = 8 P 
WWW 


EW cat. Need: of thy Afiftance, thy Aire _—_ 
we ro to carry me throug — Diba, an 


2 8 


„„ Form ir ſhall preſent it ſelf, 1 may not 
be affrighted at it. Fix: my Mind, „ upon 

the glorious ert e of Reward. promiſed above ‚ 5 
in Heaven; whic infinitely ſurpaſſes al 3har thus. — 
lower World contains, \ And con vince me, I beſeech 
thee, of my Title to it. Aſſure me that, in Chriſt" | 
Jeſus, my Sint are forgiven me, and thou of thine 

e. Goodneſs art reconciled to me, as if 1 h OM 
never "ſinned againſt thee. Theſe" are ; unſpeakable 
Bleſſings that I 155 bees but ſince thou 'baſt en 
couraged me to ask them, with Hopes of Acceptance, 
and my Saviour bar raciouſl promiſed thoſe who! 

F come to him, that Het ill in no wiſe 


caſt them out, this'emboldens.me to pray, that bat . 


Þ dare hy no Means ask in my. own. Name, thou 


wilt condeſcend to give me in rhe Name, and for the 


ſake of thy ever bleſſad, and dearly beloved Son, 
Jeſus 3 Lord and C21 * ** Aen. 

hr 9013 {L080 Nein H 8111-10 mend | 
2 What would -you pteſeribe next, 0 


Theophilus ? . 25 9 5 381 1 „ 11. a ah WY WAI: 35 34 


Tbeuph. V. 75 improve bis” Faieb 1 2 bring 
that he call to Mind che ineſtimable Price His 9 Tin 


Lord has paid for him, the wonderful Degree "on Wh 5 


wherero he humbled himſelf for bur Redenip-? C- 
tion, and the full Satisfaction and Atonement _ 
hereby made for all our Sins, and eee 
himſelf wich the Conſideration of ſo tranſcen- 
dent a Deliverance, and 1 rely upon 
Chriſt for the Benefit of it. nows aſſu- 


redly, that there 4 ph argon in any* other, Act. 4. 12. 


there being go other Name under |Heaven" given in e R 
among Men, "hereby we muſt be \ ſaved, but his a 
alons; and moreover that the Salvation pur- 


| chaſed by him is of univerſal Extent; that 


every . 


— —— a — 
every one who duly ſeeks after it, may be 
8. Joh. 3. Partaker of it. For ſo ſays Ste John, Goll:ſo 
„„. ile Worllly that be gau bu umiy begorten Nu, 
to the ent that whoſorver believer in bim ſhould 

net periſh, but har roerle tiny Life. And to the 

= giwe all the Prophets witneſs, that zbrongh bis" Nume 
—_ whaſdever believeth in him, ſhall: receive Nemiſſn 
=_ 2 And to them that book for bim, as the 


N l INTE x 2 2 « : A n * 8 2 
Ws . . , N N 
* - 5 7 7 * - 
* 4 4 
— 3 f 
\ ” by 0 . — hy 
A 1 ; p Py : ; 1 . N s 
e | | 4 8 , hy . ' 
4 * - 2 . 2 
* N N — = 
; g * 1 %. : 8 [ 
. ' x : S 5 
b - * . Y Wy 
ö 3 0 8 l Pee. * * 3 ** _—_— - ra 
5 — * * * _ 1 „ 


. the ſetond Time, wit bout Sin; unto Salvation. 80 
= that it is eaſy. to obferve, what excellent En- 
couragtment Chriſtians haye to place their 

Truſt in Chriſt, and depend upon him for the 

ardon of their Sins, and the. A nce of 

their lame and imperfe& Righteouſtiels; in 

Hope of obtaining, by his Mediation, an Th- 

tereſt in the Kingdom of Heaven; which = 

=_ And though ſuch a Faith as this: will never oi 
i it ſelf. juſtify. and ſave us, being but che 
Branch of that Holineſs, which the Goſpel 

requires of all its Profe ſſors; yet is it of ſuch 

abſolute: Neceſſity, that there is no Hope of 

bdeing ſaved. without it. For alas! it is imp. 
ile for poor ſinful Creatures, to be admitted 
into Glory, any other Way than by the Blood 

— 1 Tim. 2. of Chriſt, o gave bimſelf a Ranſom for al; 

0 6. and through whoſe Stripes alone we are healed. 
| Ia. 53. 5. But ſince he has e fit to offer himſelf in 
our ſtead, to become a Price of Redemption 

for us, every good Chriſtian may well look 

upon himſelf, as in a happy Condition through 
him. For now ſays the Apoſtle, there # no 
Rom. 8. 1. Condemnation to them that are in Chriff Feſas; 


A 2ho walk nos after the Fleſh, but after the Spi 
pr.. 33, 34 And again, Who ſhall lay any Thi th Cp 
of God's Elen? It M God that juſftifyth : Who 4 


could never have pretended to wich 


\ 


** 
7 is 


CY 


2 


Wax 


28 


2 


5 


the Phraſe, Ju intramdi in ſunmum calum, a 


: 148828 FS Fg g 755 OE EFF I - I 4 


= D 
5 = 


that condemneth ? It x Chriſt that died, yea rather 
that & riſem again, aubo d even at the right Hand b 
of God, who alſo aging; . And | 
what à Support is this: to the dying Man? 
who if he can but look back, and ſee that he 
has been careful to approve himſelf a faithful 
Diſciple of our bleſſed Lord, may reſt aſſured 
that no Slips or Infirmities, nor even his gr 
ſer Sins, if ſincerely repented of, ſhall ob 

his Entrance into Glory? He has now * Ball- = 
"es, or Liberty, or as 1 Grotize underſtands 1 


1 8 — Foes. Heaven 5 1 
ef of all, by the Blood of Feſa, by & new and li. 
ving Way, n or 26, through 
3 
Croſs; and needs not doubt, but, if we our 
ſelves put no Rub in the Way, be who ſpared Nom. 2. 
will with bim alſo freely give us all Things ; Life, 

and Comfort, and Joy: here, and eternal Fe- 

licity hereaſter. This is an Inſtance of unpa- 
rallel'd paring hogs, that muſt neceſfari- 
ly baniſh allunreaſonable Diffidence from the 
Mind of every good Man. And let no one 
therefore in the leaſt diftruſt his Readineſs ro 


=. 


takers of his Salvation, who have fait 

endeavoured to capacirate themſelves for it. 

Here therefore are three Things the Sick Man 
has to do: Firſt, He is to weigh well'with 76; che 
himſelf his own. forlorn Condition, withoue Sick- Mar 
this Salvation. It is the great Unhappine&s of 7 2, 2 


6 
_— : 


$ EE | 
a — — — f mn ſa¹ 


* | % 5 | «* . L 4 & : . 4 3 and lors % 
* Tlapencjay, Hebr. 10. 19, 20. : | — 
i In Loc. : 5 . 25 * 


fallen 


* bon our ſelves, 3 true Ve or Abs oma chat Hung 


1 
„ene 
0 L FI 


. fallen Nia, tat whit If can 1 OY 
ſelf before God, nor make an Atonement Bal 
dhe manifold Iniquiries, -wherewith we are all 
doo manifeſtly chargeable before him. Though 
he has not only deliver'd his Will to us plain 
and intelligibly, and ſtrictly enjoim d 6ur Ob 
dliende to it, but has moreo ter given us infinite 
| Encouragement'to che'Obſervance of it; yet 
| ſuch! is both the Weakneſs” arid the Depravity 
of dur Nature, fo prevalent are the Tempta- 
tions we meet with i in the World, and 0 — 


5 : .. tifulneſs and Diſobedience. 


6 


5 for our Ruig; and as tte Effect n 
| theC ilr contracted by them, that we were 


and heinous are our Sins, and 


in a moſt deplorable Caſe; und muſt inevitably 
have periſſid everlaſtingly if left to our Relves, 
it being utterly out of our Power to reſt 


over. our Head, by Reaſon theſe our Trat 
Sade Ku. Marre i anne 
Eh- TR no Mao can deny] that has 
ever taken an Account of his paſt Tie, may, 
that does — ſurvey the Actions of 
any one Day of his Life. add for this Reg. 
ſon it: is, that Repentance is e 
led for, throughout the Goſpel, as of àp feln 
and indiſpenſable Neceflity in order to 0 Sali 
tion. r 776% e e 
1 Tiepb. lets io. - Ad this ſhews how mi. 
berable a State we had all been in, if left to 
our ſelves; inaſmuch as then we col nofſe 
0 us have had à Title to any Thing better 
than everlaſting Deſtruction, the heavy Wrath 


of God being the juſt Demerit of our Undu- 


A. 2 


" # 4 


« 
8 — ' 


ponder wich himfelf, and lay ſerichfy ito" 17, 17 | 


Euſeb. This therefore the ſick Man is to | 
eart; to humble him for his Sins; and "dif © -* 
poſe him for the Pardon of them 
Tbeophe And not only ſo; but farther to make , -e 
him more ſenſible bf. his unſpeakable Hap- R 
pineſs, in having a Remedy provided for him, 1 God © 
when in ſuch dreadful Oireumſtances Which 210. 7 
is the next Thing he is to conſider Well With d fr 
himſelf, namely, the infinite Goodneſs of him. 
God in entring into a new and more gracious” 
Covenant with Sinners, whereby ro open 4 | 
Paſſage into Life and Happineſs, that alFwho! 
wortlily apply themſelves to him may be ſa. 
ved, notwithſtanding all their Guilt- His Pa- 
tience was admirable, in bearing with them, 
and not delivering them up to the juſt Seve- 
rities of his Indignation, and cutting them off 
in their Provocations, as they had highly de- 
ſerv d. But this alone had been only a hort 
Reprieve, which would have left them in K- 
little Time to fall under the Weight of his 
Vengeance. Wherefore, to prevent this, he 
moſt mercifully condeſcended to admit them 
again into Covenant with him, upon far more 
favourable Terms, than what had been former- 
ly inſiſted upon; freely engaging chro Chriſt, 
and by: Virtue of his: Mediation, and Suffe- 
rings in our Behalf, to forgive the Sins of all- 
thoſe who believe and repent, and give them 
to inhetit eternal Life. And now we may 
entirely; depend upon it, as an undeniable and 
undoubted Truth, that Chriſt our Lord h by cp. 9. 
the Sacniſice of. himſelf. obtain d eternal Redemption 12. 


for s; a Redemption that will be of etérnal 


Advantage, to all who faithfully perform the 
Conditions requir'd on our Part, and has * 
ms Yd ley. = ON EI Fe 2 


2 4% 


only to Pardon of 
and advance us to Heaven when we 
3 hits: eS coma ag oy 


e Naa ond Rennie of Sims, f 
RE RREE ou — 
ſion of whatever Sins are thus re 


niſhment. Sins, has chereby mady 
8 his Fathers Juſtice, and n? 


led to us in and by Chriſt, and as-ready 
to receive all true Penitents into his Fa- 
vour, as if they had never ſinned againſt him. 
Thus much the Apoſtle St. Phat reaches; 


2. F. 48, 19. Al:Thinge,. that ir all Thing 


relating to our new and ſpiritual Creation, 
woken of in the Verſe: foregoing ; All cheſe 
Things are of Gol, the Author of them, who- 
hath: reconciled ms to "bimſe If 7 Teſs Chriſt, - 


| Preparetion for Death. W 
eee to the Ap paſtlcs, and the 
Winters of the. Goſpel, the Miniſtry of Recon- 
ciligrion.; to wit, that God war in.Chriſt, reconci- 

ling the World unto. 7 e ne ning bein 

Buha ante them. And ie repears it again, 
Col. 1. 19, 30,21 22. N p the Fat ber, that 
in bim ſhoald all Fulneſs dwell : And baving ws 
Peace through the: Blood. of the Croſa, b him ore. 
concile py, + 1 1. 1 A Sac 

ther they be Aber 73 in 

And ou that Mer. ſametimes alienated, and . 
mics in our nes in Wicked. Works, et now mw 
be reconcil d, 2 th e Bady of bus The thro 
Death, to preſent. 3 holy and. a op | 
unreproveable in bis Sight. And if we now miſ- 84 
carry after all, che Fault is wholly: our own, / 
und all our Miſery and DeitruRion is owing, | 


purely to our ſelves. 
what mighty Ob- 


E 
5 

2 
» 


Euſeb. Hence it appears, 
ligations we are all under, earneſtly.and inde-. 
fatigably. to labour, that, the Foundation, tha 
Word and Proniſe of Gad, may fand ſure. as, 
to our ſelves in particular; and that as we. Ge 
fire the Lord ſhould Iv, and acknowledge 
to be Pa 2 in 3 bereto 2 to: 0.4 

or is it to be imagine 
185 Ae a Ah promiſe. themſelves, to 
we our Saviour's ſuffering in our 

ed. | the. Promiſes of Grace. and 

Mercy 3 hereto, whilſt, they refuſe 
to perform the. Conditions requig'd on their 
Part, O Blefſed Feſas.! Didſt thou become 
Incarnate, and Suffer, and Die upon my Ac- 
count? And doſt thou now: intercede in Hea- 
ren for me, to obtain the Pardon "I my. 
Ne and reinſtate me in thy Father's Favour? | 

And can I poſfibly be ſo horribly, ungrateful. 
to Thee, ſod dee regardleſs of Welke. 

e 


* 
— _ = = 


— — — 
— - — — 

1 — tu L _—_— * 

— ho; Lo Lan 


— N. 1 
6 1 


— 
ne — 


— — — 


o 
1 
17 
| 
11s 
14 
| | 
. " i 
1 
1 
= 
1 
1 
N | 
7 
1 
1 
9 
4 1 
1 2M 
"Rs | 
._- 
" 
+3 
* 13 
| 
; 1 
'Y 
1 
[4 
1 
4 
| 
=_ 
|| 
Ly 
& A 
C 
[| = 
BY 
1 
1 | 


WS - 


F 

— 1 
% o 

8 7 

5 ; 
2 
Rr ah 
** — Ü 7 —— 
* 
WA 


2 5 ” _ — « : 
2 or IO — — 2 - = 


in 4 m 
Commands ? T 
unpardonable Stu 
Earth, Angels an 


8 


Welfare, . "ſo, pane el = al 


the Obliz ations I am under, to . 
1 Difobediene 


ny. ſuch an Aas 


that both Heaven and 
len, may well fand 


| amaz'd at the Thought of'i it. oh LE 


Anchith. O thi Folly; and Madneſs,” "bf 


rejecting eternal Life, When ſo graciouſly, b 


and moſt e 


miraculoufly purchiafed' for. us, terider'd'to 16, 
ually fecur'd to all that do not 


can thofe who are 


| 1 incapacitate themſelves for it! What 


2 we. i... 


wrought for us, wretched 
5 


Col 1.12. 


; _ the Preſence 4 


for it. 


guilty of it poflibly expe, 
'4 with everlaſting: f DefiuSHon frm 
rhe Lord; and 2 the Glory of hi 
Pomet; when be ſhall, conie tb be tlorifed 34h 
Saints, and ro be admir' in all Ther that te 


"_ 


3 | 
ſince 25 oe 


but to be pun} 


Ygur Inference 135 very June "A 
forious a Redemp 8 2 85 has been 
e the Cale 


of alf that neglect. and def} who ſhall 


not only receive no Benefit by it, but ſhall de 


made to pay ſeverely for their Contempt of it. 
And for this Reaſon, à Third Thing requit d 
of the Sick-Man in order to a ſteady Reliance: 
upon Chriſt for Salvation, is to weigh with 
himſelf, what Diſpoſition fte is in for ſo igel 


mable a 'Bleffing. When our Saviobr gate 


himſelf for us, to deliver as from the Wrath to 


come, and procure us an Inheritance with the 


Saints in Light, he demanded a Capacity or 
Fitneſs for it, in all that would hope to attain 
to this great Salvation, that they ſhoufd be meet 
For ſo ſays the Apoſtle, Giving Thanks 
unto the Father, 5 hath made us meet to be Par; 


ö ht. 
ta ker 4 the ee . ef Saints in bl 


TP) 


ws 
4 


known rldadrlier Way; but by a ferious Enqui⸗ 


ry into lils eben Heart and Life, to- fee What 


vidence he can find there of his Repentatics 
and Upriglitneſs of Converſation; Porwhith 


Cauſe rheciok-Man'is particularly: concern) 


And wacher a Man be thus meet, oan be 


to re: examine his Conſciencè and to perfect 
what that diſcovers to be amt in him wicht. 


5 


all the eal and Induſtry in His PowWert He 


ſhould call to Mind, as far as He ſhalb belable, 
the Graces that had been entruſtedd with him; 
and what Improvement che has made of them, 


the Patience that has beeti:exercis'd towards 
him, and che temporal Bleſſings that have 
been beſtow d upon him, and to what Purpo- 
ſes he has ud them, the Ptuthis chat have 
been'reveald to him, and how firmly he has 
belie v d tchiem; the Pretepts of Holineſt that 
were given fim in charge, and hom confeien- 
riouſly: he has obſerv'd them; the Promiſes 


and Threatenings that have been annex dito tiie 


Performance or Neglect of his Duty, andewhat 


Influence they have had upom him, howrthank- 


ful he Has been to our bleſſed Lord, for his in- 
finite Love in Dying for him, and what Care 


he has taken to qualify himſelf, for the umcon- 
ceivable Benefit of it. Theſe ſeveral Parts of 
our moſt holy Religion, he was to attend to 


all his Life long ; and now that he ſeesd it 


drawing to à Concluſion, common Reaſon 


would direct him to look back, and try how 
far he has anſwer' d his Obligation, and where 


he finds he has not done it; to ſet himſelf, if 
poſſible, to obtain a Pardon for his Diſobe- 


dience, before it be too late. He is tot 


and judge himſelf ; + 7 prove bi own Works ; 
 30}-Qxaming whether > Feſis be formed in 
2 8 A . 


A. 2 N 
* N * 
%.." * , g 


225 
* 3 
2 


— 


— 


Sa 
i Co 
11. 38. 


+ Gal. G. 


a 
|| 7 Cor; 
him; I 3. 5; 


N 


| 
7 
1 
p 


| 5 —— 3 "And if upon en Im 

5 fairly en are to — Life-in all 
"OM =" dp da rune Chriſtian, this 
Will de a ſolid Foundation for an Expecthtion 
dl thoſe Glories, and that incomparable Re- 
Ward,, tus blefled Saviour has died to purchaſe 
. fot him. Or if his Carriage appears to be 
otherwiſe, i will chen have this Effect, cha 
it will aaturally, and neceſſarily, put him up- 


ni Reformation, whereinſoever he perceives 
elf. to have been faulty, and fo. win be 
no Wes dn can rake, for 


an Intereſt in dur Saviour's Merits. 
20 Kae, Then it ſeems, beſides e 
tion of our ſelves , to be practiſed by tver 
orice; throughout the Coutſe of his Lite, you 
-whuld, have the Sick over and above to 16 
view, and examine their Examination, and 
ſee hat Flaws:they can find in dt on —— 
Hand; or what Comfort and Encoure 
AER SUNIIES o l 
| e e Unleſs they do A 1 — 
ſting Ground of Comfort che wan 
Ate mn themſelves, when cle — die. 
This is the only Method of abe 
to thefnſelves, and letting them ſee — 
zs leſt for them to promiſe themſelves, chat 
our Saviour will on them for his Diſciples, 


and give them to pattake of che happy Fruit thro! 

wel his Sufferings and Interceſſion. hope 
EBufſeb. If upon flich Enquiry hey (find aha Accc 

Rom: 2 7 they have ſer themſelves wb Purpoſe of Au WF in ir 
to 'tledweirnto the Lord, and to obſerye dus Oom. WF iis i 
mandments, and have unfeigns — 
ma ac 


"i _ their: Deanne: of OY ey neet not 
qubſtion 


333 


215 


* 


— 


og 
ciples, 


— = 


et not 
s $4 


- 
= 


FF aa Eno gents To 


8: — ""* 


ö 


55 55 1 them, 


ant we muſt 


# the Body, accor 
227 It 5 2 or bad ;.. "har the K. R lion, 
Life eternal; and, ina > that 
| 0 4% the 1275 ts, 
#0 the a Difo. Life, a 
| tes into 1 
* 951 Heaven repreſented; in that 1 


8.5 Chapter, under Ny, Figure. os 


p "All ſuch, it is very plain, all be * 
ſayed. 'Buc th then it is 5 Ban. rat FOR ſha 
be ſaved, only through the Merits and 17 5 4 
tion of gur 44 Jeu Chrift, For þ fie 
the beſt p their Services, not onl 925 
table, but in too many Relpects u tiff e 
vants, as upon Enquiry thi they. will find Ay 
ſelves to hag. been, Fe maſt Kill be but in a 
woful Condition, been notlüng but 
purely cheir, own Ri 
on. And it is therefore an yndoubred Truth, 
that when we have taken all the Care we can 


to pleaſe God, we muſt, yer fly to his Mer 
uh. Vet fly rey 


„and muſt beg, and pray, and 


hope, and truſt. to be accepted only upon his 
p po 


Our on Obedience is manifeſtly 


an indiſpenſable Condition of ns but 


this is o yery lame and imperfect, and d Ras 10 
many Fai 
be un 


d after all, to be far from deſer- 


Aa 2 ving 


* 
% 4 
„ Son EO MM 82 1 3 
9 * : s 
* 4 * 4 Y 1 
1 — _— 
* 
= 
1 A * A Wy 4 8 
- 
A 1 I \ Þ * 
, EI INS 
. 


. OOTY — — oee 


queſtion — = "For the 8 5 x: 
ry expreſs, chat God 2 1 gender to every May Cor. 5. 


2 every. ks f pla 25 Th 25. * 


that Rev. 22 


4 o 14. 


ngls to depend up- 


abd Defects in it, that it muſt 


| 
o 
g 
a 
| 


7 00 : 


FEE — 
25 12 5 


Fe 
WF 


tle WHL t ede Ai then” ri 
- det dee "ro 194 1 l 
e Bülr 


00 gur e furare tf 
a bg 8 FX 
15 1 7 r 15 10 Neitioh 5 = 


vi >» 
BR yes 7 8 fa 


Fi 
150 nf 1 Right Wes oh, 5 5 : 
1 1 


A more. £1 
55 150 N 5 Ting: Ng mh 


T0 Fain us an 1 crow via Re- 
. whither fe 1s Zope be fore, to prep 

wes „ "And Wy. 1270 Wi +; | 
e ti th 0 Rs fo.H 
Fer e id e 


es + 4 LNE 89 Fg 
1 — 


or 1855 W onfiditans e 5 
Gard sf "in Dominos 50 Egamns factioy-Ancorm 
pos, /condiderir Hoſtisofter, Vee. a rent 


ad en 93. IF 1224 FO D deln eU 5 320 


Rory © 8 th 95 | here, 


Keen d Day 1 


7 


* 
44 
3 


c ha 


r 5 
5 1 * A 
of 4 82 8 % 3 
2 5 £ 1 6 
F 
pe at 


daa 


A 1 e sb 5 Aa e "or 
OOTY! 


be their D. parfure h nce. 


Ma 
1X0 


be- 
he 


h 
1 0 25 it the. 25 | iy 


can Giny to — — and enodurhge Hef in 


a ſteady Dependance upotm our Saviour, and 
Mc e teurere 


72 an K se 5 885 ; 
Penit 


he ag 


oh Al 8 


== 
Antin 


N * ail mg. due Nan 
N TR. "on „ a wo 685 a” 15 wo ad ICH WY 
* Wr vega BUD 1 e 28 rx e 
11 e eB) Go „ber. M, BWIA 
i 1 4A 9 eee nd e eee eee 
1 * To . * vole e n in bes Geer . 
NN. ln nad Gauen wigs WW Wige 
1 e . Cr N er zen ai doe Ko i Ws} 
(1g us „a d d Aiport QA Gt BY 
n woe 1 tad Soros. nai: x wh 1 33 . 
> dugg N it Wondz * in d ee Hoch 
nem Wl ,— A Prayer 
eee {1d iis l 4 h, 45 1 
ire! cle e eye Ae voor ett 
dau IK e i vat % d 5 Mz 600 ee) 
NN Ven en ad end, e 30.6 fo DOT . 
Wbt. V. Kt Vd | L ka. 4999 v1, i 5 05 


mes . Nera G 1 a * Ar b den 
ITO N * : 


r- = 4 10 7 ah es more e comforrabe will 45 


Is ey | 


n 0 885 


e 


"WW ids: $1017) 00 Som eTHT 119 


1 | Men Time 

99 Wt olly beys ren 2 A e 

Nabe # Ffict f Ridenbption for Bim, re 

35 . boa 741 Ton thires whevtro be On 
and a | | a — 5 

mem 4 Tet tif od | 

is Heiden; vant" that” 

2 Fo U 


| firmly, and at all Times, place my Traf in bim, 
fas me not in any wiſe 


: a Senſe of bar my Saviour has done and ſuffer d 


1 11 0 1 6 

* 

Ne Fo. a 

8 3 7 * 1 
„„ 


50 4 1 £ 
Ay 17 p an : 
» + +4 4 . 0 k * 117 f 5 


11 i em 42 WY 19 3 2 
518 (I A a IG 0 rte 


4 


TH 5 nk gl: 2 14122 
A 


be 1001 49 noqu S sc Bates 8 
ere 7 Gol; whiſ 
immense 2 Comp aſh 1 4 om hee totak 


Lei nt ts th Way 
1 77 len 21 70 
1 not a 25 reduc, be 1 25 daily 


, Sr „ 


upon the Merits 72 
bleſſed Saviour, and 72 at ce of 7 
all. ſuſßcient Efficacy of his 2 Con that I may 


for Salvation t 


"17 5 alone. 3 3 
1 as to 
neple& the Duty requir d on my Suggs» without 
which I am ſufficiently aſſured, that I never can þt 
ſeve Ine _y not 10 74 my. ſelf 75 4 
ve Fai to decei ve my jeiſ 10 
my — ſtruttion. Tſe» duly min 
both, of thy — and of thy hr Comments 
I may neither ſlight the one, nor allow my ſelf in the 
known Violation of amy F the other. Give me ſuch 


for me, and the great Need I fand in of May) 
through bim, as that I ** neither * away my 
Confidence 


- 


9 


Fate far Death. = EY 
Confidence. iv „ him, n nor it- 5 
| lim. Plant in me ſuch W Pac ir 2225 TI} e 
to bis Example, may work by Love, may overcome. 
x World, and may crucify the Fleſh, with its Af+ 
faction: and Laſts. And though I cannot refleff up-. 
ay my manifold Sins and Iniquities, without a bear- 
1j and deep Humiliation for them ; yet lus not the. 
ate of . * ever jempt me 7% Heir * 
Conſe All 1 Hope « in thine infmite rc)», 
2 Merits ; 0 de than. 
con avnm ts in me EVermere-. And 
vouchſafe 1 17015 me amongſt thy. Chi 7 
the Heirs of that eternal Glary, which then be pron. 
miſed to all that lovs and fees thee, e . 
ind Seviaw, Jeſus it. Amen. 55 


© Theoph, VI In the next Place, "I ek Mas — 
ſhould be Lin Mopd. Trp and 125 dhe” 


for Mer 5 he m 18 5 
dus Was 1 d in a 1 ra; dg 1 8 


yered from all that Guile, he i muſt 1 8 0 
wiſe haye ſunk him into the bottomleß Pit, 
He is not only to rely upon our Saviour's dar 
tisfaion as à ſufficient Price paid for Dam but 9 
to beg of God likewiſe to accept of it as | 3 
ſuch in relation to himſelf, 19, be 5 9 
reconciled to him by Means of it, p | 
9 all his Tranſgr 22 ger ig 5 keep! 
is hardly any, who is not 41 
nels Of Or abandoned a8 to e 1 
is not ready of himſelf t 
. Wo Sag Ipods thus . 
Borders of . Deſtruction. ES os 
3 101 It is natural for 
eaſe of Duty! u 
eſs to 
any conſiderable Dar 
not the Caſe only of 1 


124 7 
7 CET. Hor 4 


eee ee A cs e n ee eee ee r — — 


| 7 Kings # ek Se Wieked Abb, of whom le 18 ok 


75 is 5 — 
dd [Fig Ae el Git dee hon 
Hennſelves, 700 0 and cri gb into 


(2 to try it poflibly they e prevent 
ay Defra here de Wer the 


ded, that rhere * none Tike Dim, 5 Af Ft 
8 felf to work Wi her A in the, Sight of God ; 


upon the 5 5 
Etruction to f le, my! His Family, | 
by 5 jp 95 60 on i kg 1 Dor. Fl 
and Peet, | and. Toft 


The 3 Fee 3 in Kh 1 * 
all Sorts amongſt them, the younger anch ke 
cor f derate, th Pi As 1225 der dino 
fie 18 N 


os is 7; _ ede 850 Bet 
vere 0 hit it - their! Ex "IN 
| 115 99 ci 81 7 


89 * 10 
a moris OR 


Nees «Hf 3 72 N 
ene e 0 


ire dum Detitd par, a gd 
wy e bas 1520806 gldarobitnos var 
W slog: io yino 5180 ad, 300 


0 Proſperity 


* . 


* 


any Preſſure or Calamity. But never is there 
ſuch Occaſion for this Duty, as when a Man 
is ſeized with ſome violent Pain or Sickneſs, 
that gives him juſt Reaſon to expect a ſpeedy 


Tranſlation into another World. When he | f 
finds almoſt no Time left to do it in, this will 


be a cogent Motive to him, to ſet about it 

with all his Might, and never to give over till 
he has @btain'd a Bleſſing. CD 

+7 For this Reaſon I ſhall not ſtand to 

preſs the Neceflity of what every one is natu- 

rally ſo prone to enter upon, in Times of Dane 
ger and Difficulty ; but only ſhall in few 


ords beg of our good Friend here, not to 


give over what he has ſheywn himſelf ſo ready 
to practiſe, ever ſince he was taken ill; 
. but 


of. 5.15, = 


=, % 
1 4 * 
84 | 


t Hl at 


—— to you 15730 wn: 
e ſure can never hart you. 


8 N 21, ASS 
p 9 To deal freely wich you, od 
s „I. muſt acquaint. vou, that I dg 
good Part of my Time in Prayer 20 
boch by my ſelf and with others ; and 
by Be recs 4 z0d I ſhall 7. it, whilſt 
H ; I am able ay FHP MY nds o 
=. 2 may, ren. I do beg of 
you here preſent, and 1757 my other Friends, 
me, with your Chariable Prayers to 
Dans Oy: "OOO: ee 


a 


35 
13 


= 
2 


82 


55 


3 Hoy. 10 TR % 


. a * 
- * * 1 
* 5 4, 4 „ J X. 
6 


* 
* 
8 5 


"A"! y 4 X I 1 4 < 
- 466- $0 8 % "Wk W 5 1 3 *# 1 * ö 1 2 % ts * 
A WE! * * 4% i W 27%. Ji RR * ks Wh 75 8 i ** 9 {XR 1 1 


Of 10 n 
U OR ee that when 
can do moth T. nt a 


5 


5 


as 5 7 
727 uy a rj oy Prin we wih 
Merry | we, ber wah bear- enn Hal- 
0 An- zun, grit 3 
F 
all. lenden, 

are put up to thee on 


debe, through 


ye 


7 * 


S8.8 $8. © 


2.5 


8K 


“ reve 
Loa Frans t 


Ds 

>. + 

* 
bs 


8 
EA. 
2 


824 
: 28 
i 
* 
Py 
" 
* 

. 
| F: 
: * 


taineth 16 ſhe 
thee ; on whom canſt thou more ſuitably place 
Compaſſion, i Than on me an unworthy Sinner, who 


4 


ihe = 
Li. = as 
9 — 


n — ans OO 


* — 


— - 


— — — 


* — 


19 
— — — +» 
r — 9 — = 
3 — hs 


2 
3 _ 


* — 
I 
9 


Gnu ͤ— Ro 
— — 
* # — — 
1 * => 
RR TT 
— des L 


— — 


ä 
. 


I TER 
2 


— 


9 Wn. 
5 = 


— 


„  _—_ 


— Ma - 


_ 


— — — 


e, eee to give + my "ae at a great Tribu- 
"OR 2 2 . 
_ 1th rn her om — 


8 me of my Faults; 5 fo make haſt to — me 
2 eee ee aud v 
| br et en i ulanting in me, t het: Ln 

| pang rage id tc cam, Tiphapighs 2 


„n Gun dad. (ox 800 A 226 


Ra ak AA RET 104 s D PTE a N 
Ee e dther Duty high ecel 


Jargon Ames, but — 2, 
[of vigknels.s: and upon the 4. 
To watch Death, is, 20 was diligently. ag 
——— % aue i more. 
againſt nn lam; 
Ic is his conkt; x Dulce Promote 
8 Nui of Mankir gans din) 

"Powers Having aro Wea himſelftio 0 eco. 


erable Miſety, whe 
for his Fo . 20 8 mu ee ee 


an endless Eterni 3 ary u 15, by 
all Arts of Frau * Treachery, to bring 
whomſoever he can, into the ſame woful and 


e 


Haſs we 

"oi; pet. Apoſtle ty Peter repreſents him, a 
5. 8. like a furious, roaring Lion, ſeeking whom w— 
oo ; watching ry 5 to Mas 


hi * 
Te e hr 
. AN ec de e ON 00 is Di * wirt 


wa wal Ann 4m mod G_ ur ug ud : 888 
out c (Errouens Bk . Ky ud Lg 
n. | FE 


2 


* r 12 L . . r R CC 
F ” IJ WE T4 8 * e * Fo , 4 A y > X k CITF * % - A 2 F 2 . 
4 q \ ; Y : x x 
\ LIT - a 1 = k. 4 
4 1 Ts COS 80 " : n 
- 6 I - 2 * 3 8 
= 
* 
\ 2 
1 * 
ASS, Bs. 0 "hp es 
04 
. 
2 
1 
5 
Fe ie % 
_ 
„ 
” 


nr 8 | 


frogs 
12 85 


Ht wml 12 
_— ; 


- 


— —!‚.— — 
4 — 


—_— 80 rag ef. wh N EpkheC. =. 

22 10 put us in Mind 

EL 9 5 of evil Spit 
ni 


Be 22 er 5 : 
he 1 5 9 8 Command, 
A by whbig ke pre 0 


. 


* — 
= ren PAIR Ins eB Peet ——— 
=. — — — . * K 
— 
3 


» * 
— — ——ñ—— ———1 4 — SAR 


1 90 0% no W 9 10 pete af HP Ow 
fteldully 9 — le A A —5 _ fad 
Fe Her g Late not ſu 


a, 4 gainſt Ha. ® Plutarch, Iii tl e "of - 


Ni SF: ou it as 4 "ve "ancient 7 
Dos . e e f. wit e l 
Henn you, 4% by er themſelves 5 
fer ret lar and. wvirtwous "Conv | 


end, that parting ing with they Ned 
444 W "hes ay not be in a"better 5 - 
thay. Humſthoes! , "Ve Fi Yes —— 
Holy Scriptures" teach concerning this? 
Enemy © Souls, 117 Mis Emiſfaties aid Age 


"working in the cle of. Diſobediente; nd 2 8 


4 mg them e captive ar 2 Tim. 2. 
Zap _ Euſeh.. LE 1s Aa and hourly Em mploy- 26. 
ment, to plant His Engines, and lay his Snares 


in all Places, for obſtructing our Salvation; 
| and ſhould be 5 2 to arm our ſelves  againft 


JIE 03! 5:6 Wiki TH 498 Wl ke | 


* r 2 — * PE — 2 $ 5 ge hy RY +& 


"= 958. 5 | .Þ #3: 238.) 


1974 


ane ode — upon 15 to 18 1 5 
ang 1 e 


= 2 75 Tim us to himſelf. 
en hut a. ſort Time ; and. 1 oy 
that to his. Purpoſe, E ts Vork is = dane, a an 5 


muſt never hope for Safety 
Hence he contrives all 3 Fs, 
all Arabces,. and employs. his free 4 
Deluſion, that he may not of retain the 
ihe 599 | Woes any, but that he 
| his Intereſt in them, till it i; be top 
* wah to think, of reſcuing 1 
\our of his Hand. He puts on Eee = 
* transforms himſelf into er cy the 
commodates himſelf to all that 
theſe Means he may enlarge Ben 
and gain new Subjects ro ts Ting on Ons 
while he ſooths and N the. 1 A 
Aulls him on in his wonted Stupidit 
:ſhould.grow wiſe, and bethink him elf of his 
: py State, and- ſhould uſe his hearty: 1 or 
_ ., deavours.to. get out of it. At another 
de diſcourages him by reaſon of che Dil 
| ty of Repentance, and a truly Chriſtian Con- 
\ verſation ; 4 NOISE. ran hin Ain ae 


'end 
get tot 
Bae . WO But 

* 0 Od genee REEL” Me. es 4 done, 18 t 
ma 


x he HM, ore Un, ax tre d mien . 
or dus. Cyrill. Hieroſ. Catech. 4. ww 


La” — 
* 
1 ®:- 


5 4 2 ' nid 
» 2 1 
Fx * _ 

7 . Ss, N 

3 * 8 28 

1 , 4 4 

* 7 -: 
; 3 * 7 

4 x 

: 1 \ 


72 believe rag De Relig) — and mort 
bg 1 1 . || H | * 8 1 I 
ve i That Man he prevails with, 


tion of the other State, nevertheleſs to act 
dontrury to his Belief, and expoſe himſelf to 


LY 


t oor BY all the dire Vengennoe' that is threatened xo 
ore BW thoſe-who-do'ſo. ' Some he entices to preſume 
We apon the Divine Goodneſs, and foraſmuch as 
ore: God has declard himſelf to be infinitely mer- 


receive them into his Glory, without enqui- 
ring in what Diſpoſition they are, for appear- 
ing in his Preſence, or what they can 
bly ſay for themſelves, when he ſhall call them 
to 2 Thus he carries on the Incon- 
fiderate in a thoughdeſs Security, till at length 
Death ſeizes them, before they are in a Rea- 
dineſs for it 5. and 2 89 
them. With others he proceeds in 
* bo different Manner, preſſing them to 
pair,. by reaſon of the Multitude and Hei- 
nouſneis of their Sins, and by this Means 
withholds them from doing what they may, 
in order to a Recovery. In the Time of their 
Health and Merriment his Cuſtom was, to 
2 Repentance to them as an eaſy 
ork, that might quickly be diſpatch d at the 
end of their Days, when they ſhould come 
to take their Bed, and be fit for nothing elſe. 
But now the Tune is chang d, and all his Care 
is to perſwade them, that it is too late to 
make any Attempts towards the doing what 
they moſt certainly ought to have done ſoon- 
er, whilſt they had Health, and Time, and 
7 Ability 
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proſecute his malicious Deſigns with his ut- 
moſt Vigour, watching Day and Night; to 
take Men at an Advantage, to enſnare them 
when either leaſt. aware of, or leaſt, able to 
wichſta ES. | 
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One Way or other he never fails to 
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Thepb, | Which proves the Reaſonablepeſs 


gd to be againſt them for t 
ture, - Their; former Failures ſhould certainly 
engage them, not only to humble themſelves 
under a Senſe of, and unfeigned Sorrow for 
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of St. Cyprian's . Advice ; and chat the more 
perniciouſly ſucceſsful any, have found him in 
theſe” Attempts, the more carefully , vigilant 
are they oblig d 


'F 


fu- 


them, but ſhould make them henceforward 


more inceſſantly upon their Guard, that 


they never be 
Time to come. 
Euſeb, If ſuch 2 
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ought th 
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betray d into the like for the 
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Temptation, how much. mote 
whoſe former Falls have given 


them too ſad Evidence of their own Weak- 


neſs ? 


Theoph. And ſo ſhould thoſe, who find 


themſelves at any Time leſs diſpos'd than uſu- 
al, to bear up againſt him. And accordingly 
his peculiar 
latter End, calls then upon all for a more 


eſpecial 'Regard to his Wiles, whereby to de- 


iligence at the Approach of our 


fend themſelves againſt him. You muſt then 
be ſure, as far as is conſiſtent with your weak 
Condition, to watch and pray againſt him, and 
to implore a ſingular Meaſure of the Divine 


Aſſiſtance, for carryin 


you through your 


laſt Agonies, with Succeſs and Conqueſt, that 


you may not * the Reward 


of 


all 


bo think they ſtand moſt ſe- 1 Cor. 10, 
curely, are nevertheleſs to rake beed left they fall, 12. 
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mus; there is no Time of thinking your ſelf 
. in che Neighbourhood of Dan- 
And foraſmuch as the greater the Dan- 
5 $i; the farther you are from Safety, the 
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ar ſuch 4 Time. 

Aucbithb. I am fully Sohving d 1 o on ght to 
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A Prayer: for Defenee againſt the 
Aſſaults of the Devil. 


1 


Lmighty Cod, and , moſt merciful Father, 
whoſe I am, and to whom all my Services 

are due; to thee I now addreſs my ſelf, beſeeching 
thee to bow thine Ear, and hearken to me in tbi 
my Neceſſity, O look upon me, and be merciful un- 
to me, as thou uſeſt to do unto thoſe. that love thy 
Name. Confider. my declining. helpleſs Condition; 
and be thou my mighty Saviour and Deliverer. As 
my Time a ſhox, and my Strength little, ſo it u my 
great Unhappineſs to have a powerful and a ſubtle, 
as well as a deſperately malicious Adverſary, conti- 
nually lying in wait for my Deſtruction: And with- 
out thy Help, I muſt inevitably. periſh. - I were ewer- 
laſtingly undone, were it not that thy Strength u 
made perfect in Weakneſs ; aud thou haſt graciouſly 
promis d to ſuſtain. thoſe who caſt their Burden upon 
thee. This I now deſire to do, in an humble Confi= 
dence, that bas wilt not rej ect me when I ſue to 
thee for Safety. Enable me. ſo to reſiſt the Devil, 
that be may the from me, and not go on to attempt 
my Ruin. Or if be do, yet ſuffer him not to ſuc- 
ceed in his Endeawours ; but of thy great Mercy fr u- 
ſtrate has Deſigns, and defeat all hu Wiles and Stra- 
tagemt, that he may not prevail againſt me, and 
draw me. aſide into the Ways of Sin. Though he be 
powerful, thy holy Spirit u more po- 
erful ; let that good Spirit conduct me ſafely, in 
ſpight of all the other's Devices for my Ruin. Deliver 
me, O my God, deliver me in thy Righteouſneſs 3 
and let no Temptation be too ſtrong for me. Carry 
me victoriouſiy through whatſoever Conflicts or Cala- 
a BDA2. mities 
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mities may befal me, either now, or at the Hour of 


Death. Tha I beg for. Feſas Chriſt's Sale, our 
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NY Merciful and gracions Lord God, who willef 
| not the Death of a Sinner, but rather that be 
ſrould' turn from his Sins and live, and who art 
always more ready to hear, than we to pray; and 
art ont to give more than we deſire + Sor: 
deal not with me according to my own Unworthineſs, 
but wecording to the Multirude of thy Mercies. Let 
not my defective Services bt diſpleaſing in thy Sivht. 
Caſt me not off, when I endeavour- to approve my 
felf ro thee ; though with a great Mixture of Weak- 
neſs and Imperfettion. Whilſt I continue here ob- 
noxions to Sin, and always encompaſs'd with Temy- 
rations to it, I am * Jdt 00008 vaſt 
Heap of my Offences ; and even my moſt hi ings 
are A luted and defiled. Aſt me by thy Grace and 
holy Spirit, that I may ſerve thee more compleatiy 
for the little Time of my Life that yet" remains, hea! 
than I have done hitherto, When I offer 222 Tir 
Titions to thee, inſpire my Soul with ſuch de vo 
Aﬀettions, as becomes a puilty Creature, before hs 
highly offended Creator. And at all other Times let 2 
a Senſe of thy divine Preſence overawe my Mind, fick 
that I may ſtudy to the utmoſt to pleaſe ther, being divi 


Another for Acceptance with Al- 


| fully reſolu'd to yield to no Motions to the contrary at C 
how preſſing ſoever. And do thou condeſcend to ca ſoes 
an Eye of Pity towards me, and to accept of ſuch ſucl 
| an imperfett Obedience as I . of * tog 

ing, through Feſur Chriſt our Lord. Amen to | 
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Another for the Direction of God's 
eee e —O OO ps 


O God, foraſmuch as without thee 1 am not 
able to pleaſe thee ; mercifully grant that thy 
holy Spirit may in all Things direct and rule my 
Heart, that he may be to ms a Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, 4 Spirit of Counſel and Might, a 
Spirit of Knowledge and of the Fear of the Lord, and 
may daily encreafe in me thy manifold Gifts of 2 of 

0 


Let him be my Guide to direct me in the Way 


Righteouſneſs, my Guard to preſerve me from t 
Fury of the Enemy, and my Shield to beat back all 
bis Darts. And foraſmuch as the Frailty of Man 
without thee cannot but fall ; keep me ever by thy 
Help from all Things hurtful, and lead me to all 
Things profitable to my Salvation, through Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen, 


Eaſeb. I doubt we have tir d Anchirbanes. 

Theoph. Iwill only beg Leave to mention 
one other Duty, if he can have Patience to 
o_ it, and fo ſhall bid him Adien for this 

Anchith. I beſeech you. take your own 
Time. l i „ * 
fck Man muſt ſhew himſelf perfectiy refloned to the Refine. 
— not Aye muſt not murmur Divine 
at God's Dealings with him, how unagreeable. appoints 
ſoever to Fleſh and Blood ; becauſe this were menr, 


ſuch exceſſive Undutifulnefs and Ingtatitude whether 


together, as no good Man can fatter himſelf a; live of 
to be guilty of. But he muſt farther renounce ©** 
his own moſt natural Deſires, whenſoever 
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they are not throu gly conformable to what 
Almighty God decrees concerning him, 


Otberwie che very Hemhenril ns pin 
u 


dgment againſt him, and will condemn him 
in a high Degree. Particularly * EpiFetus, who 
{ticks not to profeſs concerning himſelf, that 
he had brought his Mind into a perfect Sub; 
jection to the Divine Will. I bawe learne 
ſays he, to conform my Will io God; inſomuch that 
would he have me be ſick, I would be ſo; would he 
baue me attempt any Thing, Iam ready to do it; 
would he have me deſire any Thing, I am willing 
to deſire it; would he haue me acquire any Thing, 
1 rejoice to ſet about it; would be not have 
me do it, neither am I for it; would he have me 
to die, I do not refuſe it. In like manner, f So- 
rates being informed by Crito, that he was to 
tie the next Day, return d this Anſwer, as a 
Teſtimony of his ready Submiſſion to the De- 
terminations of Providence concerning him; 
"AN" , Rei , q An 6 mw Ty e Steg gia, 
muTy iw ; It is very well, O Crito, and. ſince it 
pleaſes the Gods, ſo let it be. And || Seneca paſſes 
g ſevere Cenſure upon thoſe who are not 
willing co  Yare with their Life, or whatſoever, 
other Bleſſing they have receiv d from God, 
whenſoever he thinks fit to call for it. He, 
ſays he, 4 unjuſt, who will not leave the ordering 
of the Gift to the Will of the Giver ; and be i cb. 
- Vetous,, who i. not ſo well pleas d with bis having 
f * a Favour, at be à diſturb d at the Loſs of 
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3 the World, and his Truſt and Confidence in 


bat him. Sig, x sun,, Y Fappd my Hen n. 
be I adore the Orderer of all Things, and firm) and 1. 6. 10. 
it; fedfaftly rely upon him; and exhorts others, I., 33. 


ing quietly to expe&t their Diſſolution, -whether by Way 
ug, of Extinction or Tranſlation, and in the mean Time; 


2e to worſhip and praiſe the Gods, to do good to Meh, 
me to bear with them, and to refrain from making thim 
So- any ill Returns, and to remember that thoſe Things 
to which are from without, and depend neither upon 
8 a their on Bodies or Souls, are neither theirs, nor 
Je- at their Diſpoſal. And again, He determines tht |. 12. 36. 


; End of thy Acting here, bb a. fonmerly the Cauſe 
ou, of thy Being, and is now of thy Diſſolution 5 nei- 
eit ther of which ws thine own doing 'Wherefore be ſure 


les 10 depart hence well pleaſed, for he that *diſmiſſes 

10t thee, AED en $00 VILA! 0% TORTS 

er _ Theoph. If the Light of Nature could teach | 

dd, ſuch a Submiſſion to” Almighty God, how . Mg 
He, much more fhould the Doctrines of the Goſ- | 
ng pel incline us all to a ready Compliance with _ | | 
co whatſoever is well pleaſing to him? And the 

ing Sick-Man therefore would do well, to recol- - 

off lect that God's Will is not only Supreme, Ab- 2 

$4] ſolute, and Independent;: but moreover is infi- "= 

25 nitely Righteous and Wiſe, that he under- *. 

Ry ſtands all Things, and knows the Tendencies, 


. a Ws. „ r 
and foreſees the Events of them, and what 
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there he will be abſolutely free, and reign.in 
Splendor and Majeſty for ever and ever. 


» 1 
* 2 


— all his Diſpenſations towards any of 
us muſt be really beſt in themſelves, though 
we e may; nor apprehend die 6 b 


Ber do dens fu 10 Sree bes, hs; ek 
Euſeb. He might conſider alſo, how much 
the Day of one's Death better than the Day of his 
Birth; that this Life is full of — * 
Trouble, and in no wiſe to be compared witł 
the ineſtimable Joys and Glories, the uncon- 
ceiveable Bliſs and Felicity of the other ; that 
he is here but as a Stranger and a Pilgrim up- 
on à Journey, and that no pleaſant one, to- 


wards a better COONS but Heaven is his 
End, his Home, his F 


is Father's Houſe, where 
alone he can be at Reſt, and where he will 
meet with the compleateſt Happineſs in all 
Reſpects; that here he is in Spiritual 'Thral- 
dom, liable to manifold Temptations, in 3 
Sort of Servitude to divers Luſts and Plea- 


ſures, which he cannot defend himſelf againſt, 
without continual Care and Watchfulneſs; but 


Theoph. No doubt, theſe Conſiderations 


muſt raiſe up the Mind of a good Man, a- 


bove all he can meet with here below, and 
will make him not unwilling to be tranſlated 
into that fer better State. The Traveller is ne- 
ver ſorry that he has reached the End of 
his Journey, and is now at Liberty to enjoy 
himſelf, and his Friends The Labourer 

glad when his Work is over, that he may re- 
tire, and take his Reſt. The Mariner is full 
of Joy when he ſees his Port, and haſtens 
with all the Speed he can to get into it. The 
Soldier is ready enough to betake himſelf — 
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Good or Hurt there is in them; and conſe- 
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and as much diſpoſed 
tainment of it? en be is 


e by Vince 9538 
tired with, tl be And 5 the 


Summer's: Paign. : | 
Chriſtian be as deſirous of — 


moſt Term of his Pilgrimage * — 
good þ Highs of Faith, and cet by 


— gry, and Conſcience ; 
— Time in bis heavenly Fa. 
— Vineyard; has been long toffed — 
in this World, as upon a uous Sea; and 
now ſees before h 2 & quiet and ſettled Ha- 


bi 
ae Land, and a rad 


exceedingly — 

ecompence of Reward, an Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, aud undefiled,' that 44450 not away, reſer- 
ved in Iven fer lim, what ſhould make him 
fond of tarrying any longer here? 

Ezſeb. To meet with Croſſes and Vera 
tions, to be ſubject to Loſſes and Diſappoint- 
ments, to be Sick and Die, is but the common 
Fate of his mortal Life; and what the 3 
and moſt Honourable, and the Richeſt 
moſt Potent Kings and Emperors, as well as 
_ meaneſt Subjects are liable to; and it is a 

unreaſonable Thing for a Priſoner to be 

8 in love with his Confinement, a 2 — 
with his Chains, or a Slave with his Drudgery 
and ill Uſage, as not readily to accept of a 
Deliverance, when offered freely, and wichen 
any other Inconvenience than quitting his 
tation, and removing at a Diſtance from the 

Cauſe of all has r and Com- 
flaints. | 
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eopb. Thee greateſt; and the beſt of Prin. 
ces are no more exempe- from natural Infirmi. 
ties, and outward" Caſualties and Accidents, 
thani'comajon People. They muſt meet with 
Oppoſition and Diſobedience, and Treache- 
ry, and Conſpiracies abote the Rate of 
give up the Ghoſt when their Time comes, 
no leis than the baſeſt of their Vaſſals. Even 
our bleſſed- Lord, the Son of God himſelf, was 
not only to die, but to die 4 painful, ignomi- 


. accurſed Death upon the Croß. 


And ban any pretend to be his Diſciples, and 
refuſe to be conformed to his Example? It 
would certainly become us all, to ſet him be- 
fore us as a Pattern for our pious Imitation, 
and to beg that the Will of God may be ac- 
compliſhed in us, with the ſame Submiſſion 


that he did ; and not think our ſelves too good 


to drink of the Cup that he drank of, and be bup- 
ned with the Baptiſm that he was baptized with, 
or even to die a far eaſier Death than he died. 
So that the Sick-Man can never hope to ex- 
cuſe himfelf, if he does not take Care to bring 


all his Longings and Defires into Subjection, 


w the all. wiſe Determinations of God con- 
cerning him, whether for Profperity or Ad- 
verſity, Health or Sickneſs, Life or Death. 
The doing which will not only be an accep- 
table Service to Almighty God; and à juſt 
Acknowledgment of his Sovereignty and Do- 
minion; but will be a great Eaſe to his own 
Mind, and the ſureſt Method he can take to 
cure all thoſe tormenting Fears of Death, to 
which he would otherwiſe be liable. This 
will bring him to a Compoſedneſs of Thoughts 
under all Events, that whatever happens, he 
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will 
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Preparation for Death. 


Et 


will never be diſturbed at it to any grear De: 
gree; and ſo he will be eaſy both Living and 


# ® > 


Reſpect, ſo as to leave it intirely to Almighty 
God to chooſe for me. This I have heartily 
endeavoured, and do yet, and will endeavour 
as long as Breath is left in me; and will beg 
of God to help my Infirmities, and enable me 
to do it as I ought ; as likewiſe that whenever 
he takes me hence, he will take me to him- 


oa 


A Prayer for an intire Reſignation 
to the Divine Will. 


Rant me, O Lord, a ready and canſtant Sub- 
miſſion to thy moſt holy, "moſt juſt, and righte= 

ous Will, that whatever becomes of me, IL may al- 
ways look up to thee; as the ſupreme” Author of all 
Events, may ſee thy Hand in every Thing that be- 
falls me, and may comfort wy ſelf to think, that in 
all my Troubles and Difficulties, I have yet a good 
and gracious God to take Care of me. It i unſpeak= 


able Love in thee, to concern thy ſelf. for ms poon 


— enes ang tgemcermmt adore, 


1 
& 2 
LEG - 


Morta Is, ſinful Duſt: and Aſhes; yet fance thou duſt | 


not diſdain to charge thy good Providence with Us, 
and our Affairs, never ſuffer any of ut, I beſerch thee; 
to make ſo ill Uſe of thy Condeſcemion; as to ſheus 
ur | ſelves diſſatisfied ar any ri "moſt adverſe 


Diſpenſations towards us; bit to 'beligoe they ill. 


certainly turn to our advantage, if abs be Aſpoſel 


9 
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4 cron ought. - „ 


. ample of our bleſſed Lord, 


1 r 


| ſhivitual Comfarts, ond wor ſuffer. my ey 5 Enemy 


3 © and. eee ol my D 
that intirely - ſubjeth to thy 2. 
tien, 7 755 take patiamiy all tbon layeſt upon 


me, and 9 thou deſigneſt me for Life « 
Death, tha er the other World, I may reſt affured, 
that thou brow bow v. choſe fr me for be ter 
than I can for my ſelf, and way be eaſy and con- 
tended in whatever Condition, praying after the — 
Not t my Will, 
thine-be done. Grent this, O Fether, for the 
8 thy Son, our cham and Savjour. 


Another 92 an eaſie Dear 
„ 2 


ND 1 | ſeem pod in th S; 15 Penney 
Ax ou 7 to ſe 53, the Des os £ preſent 


and opproachng onies, and to grant me 
: Paſſogo _ 


Gate of Death, Thos 
— 1 the Weakneſs and of humane Na- 
. — 


„ thot it my pleaſe thee to lay ns beavier 
4 fowourable and dur 


we, t 

pow dene, end l 

a e 
Tb my own. Fears preſs me t 

2 _ do it accordingly ; but yet with 

Submiſſion to thy maſt holy al, which. J pray 


me. e 
to furniſh me with Patience, and ſupport 


n * me. 2 E 


** 


and no 3 


Ic 


— 755 EE hs — 7 
i rents me, Ld 44 Feſms Chriſt my 
dear Re eter, an ond Saviour. Amen. 


andelnes for * Tranſlation | into a 
| "better State. 8 


1 5 e I * Mii of "Y and Nah 
receide me, I beg, into thy Favour, Give 
th holy Angels Charge over me, to condud} mt ſafe 
imo th] Kingdom, and place me amongſt the Saints 
in Light, in the Boſom of Feſu. Watch over me 
for good; take my Soul unto thy ſelf, 2paſhed and 
_— in the Blood f Chriſt. And 
* to this decaying ody, 4 25 Kekeee, 
Reunion to its former " Companion, that both 
Soul aud Body may £ glorified together ; and that 1 
may. everlaſtingly 416 and magnify thy holy 
Name, ſounding forth eternal Hallelufabs, and 
ſaying with 193 the Apocalypſe, BLESSING, 
AND HONOUR, AND GLORY, AND 
POWER, BE TO HIM THAT SITTETH 
UPON THE THRONE, AND TO THE 
LAMB, FOR EVER AND EVER. Amen. 


Theoph. I make no queſtion.” ' AneBirhanes, 
but you really labour * the blefled Frame 
of Mind, and the happy Tranſlation hence 
you earneſtly pray for. # we muſt now take 
our Leaves of you. And I beſeech pra; cd 
God to ſend you a quiet Night, and to have 
you always in his Protection, whether Living 

or Dying. 

Euſeb. We ought indeed to be going; but 
chat I fee. Theodorus coming, and 1 ic will be fit 

to 


1 A 


to ſtay and join with him in Prayer for our 
wo reh | Friend. ken bf | 8 FLEE "> nt . . 
Ancbith. I beg this: Piece of Friendſhip of 
„ ae rde en 00 IP. 
you both; for I have great Need of the Pray. 
ers of all my Friends. We” 
„ Thead, Feate he to tb Houſe, and to all thu 


N 


awell in it. wih 4d Yn 


Su 


Tpeod. Then if you pleaſe we will begin | 
? 


Prayers. being ended, the others withdrew, 

_ Cavan Theodorus alone with Anchi- 
© thanes; who after à little ſeaſonable and 
: pious Advice, left bim oo. 


1 4 | 
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De End of the ifth VISIT. 
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rh h e heophilus is c 3A ano- 
- bi der with bim inp ting A 
Wil Theophilus. well niet Sirs. 11478 1s n Mes- 
mal Wl ſenger from N ee to agquaint me that 
I be is much changed ſince hre and 
in. ſeems to be very near his End. 
rug; Nmotb. Then if you pleaſe let us loſe no 
| Time, that we do not come too ie. 
Fi Theoph, He Was very weak, and his Spirits 
bow and faint Yeſterday, and if he be much 
leu, alter d ſince, he cannot, be expected to laſt 
xchi- long; ſo that if we would hope to Sp. him 
and any Service, we ought. ro make what haſt We 
| can. 
Philogeitons Pray let us. And if we oa 
not be able to do him any Kindneſs, yet ic 
will be 2 conſiderable Kindneſs to our 9 
to behold a Spectacle of Mortality, that will 
naturally put us in Mind of our own, Frailty, 
and She Vncormingy of this tranſitory. Life. 1 
It is no ſmall Piece of Wiliom e 
umde out Days aright. And nothing tende 
more to put us upon this, than to ſee others b 
the like Frame and "Conſtitution with our FO 
ſelves, ſtruggling for Breath, and at length 
ds 00 the Ghoſt. 


Timoth. 


_ Timoth; This muſt put us upon reflecting 
what is lige to bechme of us; when we leave 
this World, and follow them 1 ; and by. Co 
gqauence u reparin or a 
8 22 7 75 bly de much — ml to fot, 
” ot us, than we 1 „ 
N We Cannot be tod feaſible. ck ch 
Nes n 6 all have, to lbok forward to anc: 
ther Life, and to get our Sohils into 4 Readi- 
neſs for Dearh, which Is the poly Paſſage into 
It; and which if it mould felze us unprepard, 
we a book to hate the Door "TONER * 
againit 
Servam. "Will you pleaſt to Salk 3 in, 
Maſter is W weak : and if you Po 
ſtay'd a little longer, J would hardly have 
found him alive. 
Theoph. We came to that Lad; ron 
ou Fe tg find him, in 4 Condition! to 
courſed w 25 
Serv. Mis Underftanding g is found and 
well, but his Spirits ſink apace, bo, that it f % 
but little you can expect him to fa 
Theoph. Anchithanes, we are — tlow 4; 
we romis d. Pray how ate you to Day? 
ebithanes. Weak, very weak. 


God be chanked You are yet TO 

aud l to be ha het either i 10 ol 

the other Wor 1 7 1 this, 

The ſick Anchith.. A8! it mall pleaſe God. * am in in 
Man's ge. his Hand; and he G all Things 


fenation to cows what i is beſt for me. And ab 
the Divine 


he ſhall determine conce me, I ſhall 
, thinkbeſt. eee 


I i the Lora, let him do whit ſeemet h bim god. 


Vimoth. You e ba p as becomes 
a good Chriſtian, 1005 hat a ak, To does, 
being always the Effect of ibn Wiſdom 
3 odnels, is always belt. And it is there- 
fore by much à prudenter and ſafer Courſe, =» 
to give our ſelves up to his Diſpoſal, than to 
chooſe for our ſelves, whatever the Caſe be. 
Anchitb. I am abundantly, fatisfied it is: 
And this makes me very eaſy. And I thank 
God, I do moſt heartily ſay for my elf, as 
Ei did upon Samuels heavy Meflage to Bm. 
1 Sam 3. 
T am 8 O my God, Prepare me, Ibe- 18. 
ſeech thee, for the everlaſting Enjoyment f 
thee ; that I m 1 live wich thee for ever, and 
ecernally found rth thy. Praiſes. ET: 
Philos. 1 truſt in God you will. 4 
Auchitb. I would gladly take 8 1 my 
Family, and leave ſome parting Advice with 
them, before I am taken 1 them; and to 


- 


that End have ſent for them in. Put I find I 1 


muſt reſt a While, I am fo much ſpent” with 
that Little J have now ſaid. - 

Theoph. Very well moved! This being a 
Time when ſuch Advice is like to make the 
deepeſt Impreſſion upon them, and may not 
we be of everlaſtin 8 Advantage to 

Euſeb. It is commonly obſery d, that he The Regard 
A of f ec Perſons have a particular uſually 

to them, above any Thing they enn 
| NY 9 oy at other Times. jp To — 0 

Theoph. And there are divers Reaſons for be 
For if'à Man be eyer ſerious and in earneſt, s 
he will be ſo then; and if thoſe hie ſpeaks to 
are ever diſpos d to hearken to, and remem- 
der w at he ſays, this is the Time, when they 
ate.) parting, and can hope for no farther 
g C c Com- 
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388 The Sic Mans Departure. 
Communication with him; when they are de- 
ſirous of ſomething to remember him by, and 
of ſomething wherein to ſhew their Reſpect 
to his Memory; when his Words are a Sort of 
Legacies to thoſe that hear them, and they 
think themſelves oblig d accordingly, preſent- 
ly to reſolve ro fulfil the Will of the Dead, and 
the Senſe they then have above other Times, 
of their own Mortality, makes them ſerious 
and ſincere in their Reſolutions, , 
.  Eaſch. For theſe. Reaſons I cannot wholly 
diſlike Achitbaness Deſign. But I think, how- 
ever, he would do well to haye.a Regard. to 
his own want of Strength, and be as ſhort as 
„% 
Deopb. That would be adviſeable; that he 
prejudice not himſelf by too much ſpeaking; 
Leere, a 
Ancbitb. In truth I am ſo; and will there- 
tore. follow your Adyi ce. 
The ſick To his Wife. Da ſee my deareſt Wife, in what 
Man's a Condition Ilie here, looking continually to be taken 
* Aue i Fm thee, my loving and dear Companion; and | 
bis Family. rruſt in God, it is in order to à better State, a State 
of incomparable Bliſs, and eternal Felicity. Whene- 

fore I beg of thee, not to be griev d upon my Account. 

] have run my Race, have finiſh d my. Years allotted 

me upon Earth; and do willingly quit ths Life, in 
Obedience to the Divine Will, and in hope of thoſe 
ineſtimable Rewards, which are promis d by the 

Goſpel, to all who duly labour after them. | Neither 

be thou ſolicitous for thy ſelf and our dear Children ; 

For thou knoweſt very well, that Almighty God has 
Pal. 146. promis d to take a particular Care of thè Fatherlels 
9. and Widow, and thou needeſt not doubt but he will 
ma ke good his Word toubee, if thou ftedfaſtly putteff 
thy Truſt in bim. There z nothing, I find, 5 hard 

Fer me to part with, as with thee, my dear, 


Mie; 


ſer the Lord always before thee, a 


© —_—_— 
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Wife ; however, ſince it à God's Hill, 1 willingly lea ve 


thee, But yet I do it with a firm Perſiwaſion, that 
thou wilt ſo proceed to order thy Life, in the Fear of 


God, that we may meet again, and be infinitely hap. 
y in the other World for evermore, Thou baſt been 
4 very kind and loving Wife to me, and 1 have endea. 
vour d not to be wanting in return of Affection to 
thee. But if I have fail d of my Duty, I heartily 
beg Pardon for it. Take Care of thy ſelf, that thou 


in hu Sight, and as remembring the Account thou 
muſt give to bim at the laſt Day. Take Care of my 
Children to inſtruct them in their Duty, and to preſs 
them to obſerve it. Be a kind Miſtreſs to thy Ser- 
wants, . And ſet thy ſelf both to the Children and 
them a Pattern of good Works ; that ſo thou mayſt 
have obedient Children, and faithful and orderly. Ser. 
vants, mayſt be beloved of God and all good Chri- 
ftians, and that through the Mercy of God, and our 
bleſſed Saviour's Merits and Mediation, we may have 
a joyful Meeting in a bappy Eternity. SO 
To his Children. God Almighty bleſs. gon all 
my dear Children, and make you by faithful and obe- 
dient Servants. - Remember the Advice of your dy- 
ing Father"; obſerve it now, and keep it in Mind 
when I am gone. Be ſure 10 ſerve and pleaſe God. 
Get your ſelves well inſtructed in your Religion. And 
as you are happily Members of the beſt conſtituted 
Church now in the World, be ſure to continue always 
ſo, believing its Doftrines, and following its Di. 


rettions, See that 2 ſtedfaſtly retain the. Faitb 
ly 


taught in it from the holy Scriptures, and embrac d and 
maintain d through all the firſt and pureſt Ages f 
Chriſtianity, And let your P rat ice always be accor- 
dingly. Remember God always ſees you, and do nothing 
that you would not have him privy to, or which, you 
ſhall 2iſh you had not done, when ye ſhall come. at 
the laſt Day to give up Jour Accounts to him; nor 

C 2 70 


walk always as \ 
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388 The Sick Maus Departute. | 
to leave undone what you ſhall then wiſh / bad per- 
formed. Be mindful of your Duty to bim, and be 
will be mindful of you, will take you into his Pro. 
- feffion, and will be an infinitely better Father to you 
ban 1 ceuld ever be. Fear bim; love him; honow 
bim; ſerve bim; never omit your Prayers to him; 
praiſe him for all bis Benefits 5 and in all Thing: 
Fady to approve your ſelves to him. Be conſt ant in 
reading the holy Scriptures 3 and obſerve well wha 
yen read, ro treaſure it up in your Minds, ani 
3 prattice it in your Livei. Avoid Tdleneſs, and bad 

Company '; and ahvays ' aſſociate your | ſelves with 

Yhoſe that are good. Put your Truſt always in God; 

und undertale nothing of any Moment, without fir 

| begging hs Bleſſing upon it. Be ſure never to, ſear 
; in Converſation, nor to tell lies upon whateyn 
| Account. Be dutiful and loving to your Rind ami ten. 
der MAvrber. 22 for her. Honour her for G»a:s ſale, 
"who bus requir'd it of you, {ake 29h am mw 
leaving you, and 9 45 eto Ch bat ſhe may nn 
be forc d at the laſt great Day, to appear as 1 Wh. 


neſi - againſt you, and accuſe you of Diſobediince; 
-and that God may bleſs you with Z 2 or bag 
Life upon Earth, and with eternal Bliſs an Felin 
in Heaven. And when ye come into the World, 
ut and boneft in all your Dealings; courtevus mi more 
obliging to all: helpful and charit able to all that new T 
it ; reſpectful to your Superiors ; and thankful for Wl bey. 
any Kindneſſes t bat are done you. Shun all Exc A 
in Meat and Drink, eſpecially in the later. Mol WM proc 
rate your Paſſions, forgive Injuries, lyve your Em-. for : 
mies, and do io all as ye would they ſhould: do to 25 ſeec 
Conſider it 1 bat a little Time yon bave to lv he, fully 
unn les it therefore be your daily Care to provide f my 
: x better and more laſting State. Be good, and d am 
your Duty in all Reſpetts, and then Go will'lowe yi, us a 
and as 1 ſaid before, will be the beſt" of hs eſt \ 
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The Sicht Mans Departure. 
— | . 
Jpn Jo0 his Servants. Te Time ef . my Departure 
ud be being now at Hand, I ſent for you to take my Leave 
Pro. of you, and to give yon my Parting- Adviee,- in 
ode you will attend to it, and remember, and 
donor practice it. I thank you for the good Services ye 
him; WY have done me. And I now deſire, that ſo long as 
Thing: any of you tarry here, ye will behave your ſelves in 
ant im Wl the [ame Manner towards your Miſtreſs. Be faith- | 
' wha Wl ful, and diligent in your Service, Obey her, as 6,1 ee 
, and Wl the Apoſtle requires, not with Eye-lervice as 23, 24, l 
9d bad Men- pleaſers, but in Singleneſs of Heart, fear- 
s with MW ing God. And whatſoever ye do for her, do it 
God; heartily, as hour Duty to the Lord, and nor to 
uf rf her only; knowing that for ſo doing ye ſhall re- | 
eur ccive of the Lord the Reward of your Labour, * 
reve WM the Inheritance of the Sous of God; for in this © | 
nl ten. Wl ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt, Flee all Stubbornneſi, 
Anſwering again, Lies, Pilferins , Waſtfulneſs, 
Idleneſs, Negligence, Breach of Truſt, Drunkenneſs, 
Fornication, Vain Oaths, Bad Company, or what- 
ever is unbecoming the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 
Live always as in the Sight of God; let him be 
your Fear, and let him be your Dread; and 
be ſure above all Things never knowingly to offend 
bim, that he may recompence you in Part here, and 
more abundantly hereafter. I am very faint. © _ 
Tbeopb. No wonder; for you have ſpoke 
beyond your Strength. eres. TOTO 
Aucbith. I find I have. And yet I muſt 
proceed, to thank you all, my good Friends, 
for all your Kindneſs to me; for which I be- 
ſeech Almighty God to reward you plenti- 
fully; and Theodorus too, to whom pray gry 
my parting Thanks. I can ſay no more. 1 
am going. I pray God bleſs us all, and grant 
us a happy Meeting in Heaven. And ſo dear- 
eſt Wife, and all here preſent, Adien. Pray to 
e God 


"The Sick Man's Deparnae. 


Pal. 116. 
15. 


Wiſd. 3. 
Oc 


| Fear of God, and as becomes a good Chri- 


and Wickedneſs, and a Tranſlation into the 


Angels, and the Saints of all Ages, and all 


. Unwiſe they ſeemed to die: And their "Depart 


God for me, when can no longer Pray fr 
1 ſelf. 

Timoth. He 1 to be going to ſleep.” 

Thbeopb. He is quite ſpent, and has need of 
Reſt; -.the Lord grant him it. 

Euſeb. And —— he ſhall be taken hence 
the Lord grant him eternal Reſt. 

Al of. them. Amen. 


Tbeopb. What a Happineſs it is to ie in the 


ſtian! Death is in this Caſe a' Deliverance 
from all our Cares and Troubles, Fears and 
Diſquietudes, Loſſes and Diſappointmentz, 
from all Pain and Sickneſs, and from all Sin 


utmoſt Happineſs we are capable of enjoy- 
ing, the Preſence and Fruition of God, the 
Society of our bleſſed Saviour, of the bleſſed 


thoſe unconceivable Rewards, which are pro- 
miſed in the Goſpel, to ſuch as believe in 
Chriſt, and ſerve and obey him. 

Euſch. This is a Happineſs indeed ! Andi in 
this happy State we may juſtly expect our 
good Friend will be in a very little Time, 
through the Merits and Mediation of Chriſt. 

Timotb. And what a Comfort muſt it be to 
his deareſt Friends, that he ſhall be gone only 
into that Place of Glory, whither we all de- 
ſire to come in God's due Time ! 

Pbilog. Right dear in the Sight of the 1 Fs 
the Death of his Saints, ſays the Royal Pſalmiſt. 
And it is well ſaid by the Author of the Book 
bf Wiſdom, to the ſame Purpoſe : - The: Souls of 
the. Righteous are in the Hand of God, and there 
ſhall no Torment touch them. In the Sight of 1 the 
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tiful Crown fr 


and with bis Arm 


to him, and 


we know that our 


Philog. This it highl 
be; and I hope we ſha 


Peace. 


f Men; 
baving 


For 
yet is 
een a 


For 


gain, 


om the Lord 


Entrance 
it will be 


all of us. 


in the 


concerns us all to 
none of us neglect 


it, ſince we know of what dreadful Conſe- 
quence ſuch Neglect will certainly be. 
Timoth. He be 


gins to ſtir, ſee if he be not 


Theoph, 
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was taken for Miſery ; and their going from ms to 
be utter Deſtruction : But they are in 
though they be puniſh d in the Sight 
their Hope full of Immortality. An 
little chaſtiſed, they ſhall be greatly rewarded : 
God proved them, and found them worthy for him- 
| {elf As Gold in the Furnace hath be tried them, 
and received them as a Burnt-offering. And again 
The Righteous live for evermore, their Reward alſo Wiſd. 5. 
is with the Lord, and the Care of them is with the 15, 16 
moſt high. - Therefore ſhall they receive, a glorious 
Kingdom, and a beau 
Hand ; for with his right Hand ſhall he cover them, 
ſhall be protect them.  _ 
Theoph. Death is a dark Paſſage, but which 
brings to the Land of Light and Glory; a 
Night that ends in eternal Day; a Delive- 
rance from all Evil, and the onl 
into everlaſting Happineſs. I tru 
ſo to good Ancbithanes; and I beſeech Almigh- 
ty God it may; and to all of us, when our 
Time ſhall come. 
Euſeb. God grant it 
Timoth. Amen, Amen. 
Thbeoph. Let us therefore prepare our ſelves 
for it, being ſedfaſt and unmoveable, always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord; foraſmuch as 
Labour ſhall not be in vain 


me. . 


— How do you find your ſelf new 
obs e 2 He maàkeès no Anſwer; ; and by his 
Looks, I queſtion Whether he will ever awake 
more in this World. For he ſeemis to me to 
be in the Agony of Death. Pray Philopethon, 
will you be ſo kind as to ſtep for Tbeb ru 
and beg of him to come with all the Speed he 
Eh | to finiſh his kind Offices to this good 


Man, by praying for him now at his Depar- 


"me 
Philog. T go Sir, and will make all che Hat 
l Can. 


Im. Held, Neighbour; on need not 
give your ſelf that T rouble Tbeodbrur is 
Coming ep the Stairs. 

Theod. ' Pray how does eehte 2 1 A 
poſe drawing to his latter End. 

Zuſeb. He is © very near it, that we were 
juſt ſending to *entreat your Aﬀſtance, thit 
yon would pleaſe to pray for him once rote. 
And it is the laſt Trouble he is. liks to give 
you, till you come to place him in bn I 
Home. 


Theod. If you pleaſes ther we will begin. 

'Theoph. He ſeems to be juſt at the Point of 
Desen ſo that you will hardly have Time for 
* than the Recommendatory- Collect. 

9 If mw think 925 1 wilt uſe n, 
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0 The 5 .ommendatory coe | 


0 Almighty God, anith whim. do bs ive ids 875 

rits of juſt Men made perfect, after they ave 

deliwer d from their earthly Priſons 5 We dam! 

commend the Saul of thit thy Ser uam, our 

Brother, into tby Handi, as into the "Heats: of 

a faithful” —— and moſt merciful Saviour; 

moſt humbly b eſect hing thee , that it may be 

precious lh Sight. ' Waſh it, we pil thee, in the 

Blood of that immaculate Lamb, that mar lain fo 

take away the Sins of the World ; that whatſoever 

Defilements it may have contratiud in the mid 

the miſerable and naughty World, through the I 

of the Fleſh, or the Wiles of Satan, being purg d ad © "= 

done away, it j be preſented pure, and without - ns 

Spor before thee. And teach ns, who [arvive in | 1 
this and other like daily Speckacles of Mortality, to 

ſee how frail. and uncertain our ou Condition is 

and [6 to number our Days, that we may ſeriouſly 

apply our Hearts to that holy and heavenly wiſdom, 

500% we live here, which may in the End bring 

us to Life Everlaſting, through the Meriti of Js 

Chriſt thine. only Son our Lord. rad OA. | 


#1} 2113 4 | 

- Euſob., Almighey God ſeems to IA heard 
our Prayers, and taken him to * [ 

Tbeod. Is he quite dead 2: of + 

Timorh, Yes, Sir, he is. 19s 5.1 

Thesd. He is deliver d out of a anſerable, 
troubleſome World; and I doubt not, is in __— 
Happineſs. . And T pray God prepare us all to 15 
follow him, that When our Lime ſhall come, _ 
iſtianly as — 


ve may die as * and Chr 


4 4 
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«ay nm 20d be for ever happy, as I cruſt Fg 


May we lay this Inſtance of our 
Mus ity to Heart, and ſtudy to make a good 
Improvement of it. 

Enſeb. That ſo we may die the Death of the 
Righteous, and our laſt End may be like bis. 

Theod. I will follow the poor afflicted 
Gentle woman, and try to comfort her under 
this her ſad Loſs; which I fear lies heavy up. 
on her, conſidering how loving and nen 
Husband ſhe has parted with. 

Theoph. Be pleas'd to aſſure her, we are al 
Partakers in her Affliction; and do beſeech 
Almighty God to ſupport her under i it, and ” 
ſanctify it to her. 

- Euſeb, We can do no Service, 1 deer, 
by ſtaying. 

Timorh. And I ſhall be wanted at Home, 

8 Therefore we had beſt be going... 

Pbilog. If you pleaſe. * * 

Tbeopb. Who would have a but 
Three Weeks fince, that our good Friend 
Thould have been taken from us by this Time. ani 
Bur. ſo it has pleas d God, who does nothing De 
-but with the greateſt Wiſdom and Equity „and and 


whoſe Will-is therefore always beſt. 

Philog. This ſhews how little Dependance tab 
there is upon this Life, even when in our per- a 
fecteſt Health and greateſt Strength. it, 


Timoth. We ſee by this Inſtance, how eaſily fur 
the moſt * athletick Conſtitution is overcome | 
by An- and that were we mw liable to Mul- to 
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titudes of outward unforeſeen Accidents, beſides 


the World, yet could we have no Security of 


many inward latent Diſtempers, each of which 
may eaſily diſpatch us: were we not liable to 
theſe quicker Means of diſpatching us out of 


our Lives, when we fee one ready to be laid 
in the Earth, who not many Days ſince, was ! 
to all Appearance, as ſtrong and healthy, and 
as like to live to a good old Age, as any one of 
us. God grant we may all make a good Uſe 4, 
of it Bury Way nes hre. n 0 
Philog. And mine too. So that we muſt 
both beg your Excuſe that we do not wait u -- 
on you farther. 30) 1087 . 
Theoph. I heartily wiſh you a good Night, 
Neighbours, and thank you for your good 
Company hither. g 
Euſeb. A good. Night to you both, after 
this mournful Providence. God ſend us a hap- 
py Meeting, where Death ſhall be no-more. 
Theoph. Death indeed were a very melan- 
cholick Scene, did it put an End to our Be- 
ing. But it is the great Benefic of Chriſti- 
anity, and the good Man finds it a ſingular 
Defence againſt the Fear of Death, that Life 2 Tim. 1. 
and Immortality is brought to light by the Goſpel, . 
Euſeb.. It is now more evident and indiſpu- 
table than it was before. But the World had 
a Notion of it before; the Fews were taught 
it, and the Gentiles had an Expettation of a 
furure Sc oe io ted) 
Theoph. The Fews, it is true, were-taught 
to expect another Life after this, as is plain 
from the laſt Words of Eccleſiaſtes. Let us hear Eccleſ. 12. 
the Concluſion of the whole Matter. Fear God, and 13, 14 
keep his Commandments, aN 73.1 15 for this 
is the whole of Man, or every Man; or as the 
Chaldee Paraphraſt renders it, This ought to be 
| every 
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every an Muy; to the ſame Purpoſe with 
our Emglifk Tranſlation, The c tbe whole Duty 
Man. For God ſhall bring every Work to Fudy- 
ment.) with' every ſecrer Thing, whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil. As likewiſe from ſeveral 
4 * Wiſd. 3. Paſſages in the Book of iſdom, and the Son 
,. of Syrah, and from the Relation of the Mother 


* 15 and her Seven Children in the Story of the 
18 . g. f Maccabees, who were tortur d, not accepting Del. 
10. & 21, Verance, that they might obtain the better - Reſur- 
1 2, io. & rection. And the Gentiles too had ſome No. 
41.10% tion of another Life, and of its Rewards and 
f Mes Punifhments, as appears not only from the 
7. . Fictions of the Poets, accommodated to the 
more uſual Opinion in this Reſpect; but 

from divers Sayings of their graver and more 

ſerious Philoſophers, (a) Socrates, (h) Cato, 

(4) Tully, (d) and others. Yer all the Inti. 

1 mations, not only theſe, but the Fews alſo, had 
of a future State, were obſcure and unſatis. 

factory, in Compariſon of the far clearer Re. 
velations of the Goſpel in this Reſpect. So 

that however any, before our Saviour's Incar- 

nation, might be tempted to ſuſpect, leſt their 
„Souls ſhould live no longer, when once the 
Body is dead; thoſe Chriftians muſt be wil 
fully blind, that ſhall ſuffer chemſelves now in 

the leaſt to doubt of it. Wee ee 
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(2) Plat. Socrat. Apol. c. 21, 22. & Phed. c. 7, & 14, 
c. Ge. de Amicitia & de Conſolat. | 


1 () Cic. de Senect. 5 2 
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| (4) Diog. Laert. in Vit. Thaletis. Cic. de Amic. 


5% he Clem. Alex. Strom. I. 1. p. 303. & I. 5. p. 548. LaQant. 
Inftit: I. 7. c. 7. Macrob. Somn. Scip. I. 2. c. 13, Por- 
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ae Tha bs! wnilbatably: manifeſt n 
our Saviour's Life, and Suffe rings, and Deach, 
which had all been uſeleſs and to no Pur- 
poſe, if chere wen eee no Scher Life after 
s, re OT oh 

Theoph. True. He came to — 1 4 is + 196 T 
from eternal Torments, and to Tree Wr 2 
us eternal Life. And therefore, fays St. Foby, 
This is tbe Record, that be bath given to 1 eter< 1 St. Joh. 
nal Life; and his ] is in bis Son. Hie that hath 5. it, 16. 
the Son, hath Life ; and be that bath not the Son of 
God, bath not Life. 

This is Wöoreober indiſputably- — 

dent from thoſe Words of our Saviour, Which 
are the Concluſion of the Account he gives us ; 


of the laſt Judgment; er Jhall go\away into St. Mat. 
everlaſting Puniſhment ; but the Righteom into Life 25. ” 
eternal. 

Euſeb. There are allo divers Ger most 
expreſs Declarations to this Purpoſe, in che 
Neu Teſtament. 

Tbeepb. Nes, a great many. Our blefſed 
Saviour promiſes, that they who have forſaken St. Mat: 
Houſes, or Brethren, or Siſters, or Father, or Mo- 19. 29: 
ther, or Wife, or Children, or Lands, for his Name s 
ſake, ſhall receive an bundredfold, and ſhall inherit 
everlaſting Life. As he had but a little before, 
in the {ame Chapter, given this Advice to 
the young Man, who. came to him for Di- 
rection in order to Salvation; thou wilt en- Ver. 17. 
ter into Life, keep the Commandments. And that 
this Life was ſuch as was to endure for ever- 
more, appears from the Queſtion put, in the 
Verſe immediately foregoing , Good Maſter, Ver. 16, 
what good Thing ſhall I do, that I may have eter- 
nal Life? For though our Saviour mentions on- 
ly Life in general, yet his Anſwer being given 
in relation to the * Queſtion, * 
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Life here ſpoken of muſt be the ſame in both Ver 


ſes; and by conſequence the latter as well as the 
former muſt mean Eternal Life. Conſonantly 

| -Whereto! St. Paul ſpeaking of our Saviour 
coming to judge the World, expreſſes him- 

x Theſ. 4. ſelfon this Manner; The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend 
16, 17. from Heaven with a Shout, -with the Voice of the 


Alrebangel, and with the Trump of God; and the 
Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt; Then we'which' are 


4 alive, and remain, ſhall be caught up together with 
them inthe. Clouds, to meet the Lord in the Air; 

and ſo ſhall be, not for a little Time, or a ſet 
Number of Years;-but- EVE R with the Lord. 

1 St. Pet. And St. Peter exhorting the Elders, whether 
5.4 Biſhops, or Presbyters, carefully to feed ile 
Flock of Chriſt, enforces his Exhortation with 
this encouraging Proſpect, namely, that ben 
the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall m 

ceide a Crown of Glory, that fadeth not away ; 

and which muſt therefore laſt for ever and 

ever. And many other Places there are to 

the fame Effect in the New Teſtament, which 

%% Iarbear ta recite. ; d ei 
| Euſeb. You need not; for theſe are ſo 
clear and full to the Putpoſe, that nothing 
CAPO: nnd wi 4h ce LES a 
Fpbeoph. But this is not all our Happineſs,; 

but our Bodies ſhall alſo be raiſed again at the 
End of the World, and reunited to their for- 
maer Souls, that ſo the whole Man may glority 
God, and be for ever happy with him. 

Euſeb. St. Paul delivers it, not only as a 

certain, but as a known and undoubted 


a 


Cor. 5. Truth; Ve know, ſays he, that if our earthly 


I. _ Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolo'd, we hace 4 
Building of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, 
eternal in tbe Heavens, 120109 117 SEW 
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Tbeopb. And at another Time he declares 
it to be the Hope and Expectation, and the 
great Encouragement of Chriſtians, to have 
their Bodies, not only raiſed, but refined and 
purified, that they may be ſit Receptacles for 
glorified Souls. We look for the Saviour the Lord Phil.3 20, 
Feſus Chrift : Who ſhall change our vile Body, that m. 
it may be faſhion d like to his glorious Body, by the © 
mighty Power, whereby be is able even to ſubdut all h 
Things to bimſelf. „„ 
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Euſeb. How comfortable is this? RE 

Theoph. A mighty Comfort certainly! To 
chink, that though we die and have our Bodies 
laid in the Grave, they ſhall not always remain 
there; but we ſhall be like God in our Souls, 1 St. Joh. 
and have our Bodies faſhion'd like our bleſſed 3. 2. 
Saviour's glorified Body; and ſo ſhall be in- * Cor. > 
ine more happy, than we can at preſent ” 
exprels, or Conceive. 

Euſeb. God grant it to you, and me. 

Theoph.. So I pray too. But yet never 
doubt it, if we be but qualified for ſo great - 
and ineſtimable a Bleſſedneſs. And let this 
therefore be our continual Care, to work out 
our Salvation with Fear and Trembling, to lay up 
to our ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, and to paſs the 
Time of our Sojourning here, in all holy Converſa- 
tion and Godlineſs, that ſo we may not only eaſily 
and readily leave this Life, whenever we ſhadl | 
be called out of it, but dying in the Faith and 
Fear of God, may bave an Entrance miniſtred un- 
to 5 abundantly, into the Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Teſws Chrif.. 5 
Euſeb. Amen. „ N 

Theoph. And tbe very God of Peace ſanctify 1 Thel. 5. 
uw wholly : And I pray God our wholt Spirit, and 23. 

Soul and Body, be preſerv d Blameleſs, unto the co- 
ming of our Lord Feſas Cbriſt. 
: Buſeb, Amen. » Throph. 
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| 13. Den withour Hope, for thim that Jeep in Chtiſt; 
f 5 yet is à decent egard to the Remains of our 
2: a | - deceaſed Friends, what has been always 
"Ts D requiſſ quilite.” Man, Teith Solomon, "pooh 
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1 bur Brother out of rhe Miſeries of this ſinful World; 
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=. Fiel, 1 haften his We, 3 that 8 
| 1 "all thoſe why are departed i 4 the true. Faith of lys 
Loh, Name, may bave, our 1 55 Conſummatiom and 
"Bliſs, borb in Body aul Sdul, in bis ererual an ever 
5 Glory, through Feſus Chrift our Lord. 
And may the Almighty Touch 
to 9 5 you, and all af us; and to grant'thar 
"we may meet with good recen in rhe 
Kiogdom of Heaven, and be for ever app 
with him thro” the: fate our Lord) cſas Chi i 
Euſeb. Amen 


Tbeopb. Lheartily char ou, Faſt for your 
288815 -ompany ; and wiſh you à gos Night. 
© Euſeb. 1 humbly thank you, Theophitin; for 
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are, great. Bleſſ ings, When all Things e 
concur do promote our Welfare, and We are 
mindful to-make ſuch uſe of them, as thiat they 
may not obftrii&, but promote our eternal Sa 


vation; when God gives them in Mercy, and 
the Pol idr les them ' with Caution, Grati- 


rude, and Charity, to the Donor's Glory, and 
the Supply of his own -_ others Necellities, 
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%c  fioually do, but to ſagceed in bis Attempts, | 
bf and obtain his Fill of * ded ndefire:; 
= | yetafterallit'is daily be 
hey mot 2 2 
* a themſelves: moſt. Let them bave ever 
thi ſo large a 19 — Wealth,. gur, or 


this i hi they de not fleep the better for it, but 
nge 7 ps the worſe ; nor ate — Bodies che 
ſs obnoxious to Diſeaſes, but it may be che 
„e more; nar their Mlitjgs: freer from Troubles 
ier and Veretions > noize 
* Or did ever to gege Satiafa&ign: pili om 
theſe, Wen "goo: ; Things, Yee: muſt chis 
neceſſaril/ be of Nuration ; at maſt but 
for this uncertain Life, poſſibly but for a yery 
E it. Hel that to Day ou 5 in 
gorgeous Artirg, Jools dag lives — —— 
55 moſt in his petuliar Happin 
eien knows! not yet tobw-hat 5 
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r* he maſt deſpiſes. How many have 
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Wong! Wich 


what either their Anceſtors, or themſelves hnad che n 
unjuſtly gotten? And have I not ſeen, or heard Adva 
of others, whoſe Indiſpoſition of Body, or mean 
Uneaſinefß of Mind; a diforder'd Underftänd. I rewa 
ing, or a guilty Conſcience z the EHmity ef Life, 
others, or their own ungovernable Avarice or I im it. 
Ambition; a luftful Manner of Life, dr a All K 
certain Peeviſhneſs of Temper; or ſome other And 
the like unhappy Cauſe bas made miſsrable in how 
the midſt of the greateſt Plenty? Riches and (FP 
Satisfaction do not always dwell together. But make 
had Fever fo copious an Affluence of che one, duen 
it were no Impoſſibility far me to want the Pain 
other 7 and; ſo tc to be ſtill unhappy to A whole 
De F os, © by 
Gr again, i I could ſuppoſe fel, which At 
Jr wh wan, if to be fuppos of ond Tiſap- Tante 
Te he SatisfaGtith WY Can! 
could-defire from theſe worldly Advantage, Ml © fo 
er oy Ae renner chat rey 4 dal in d Ter 
0 oan hope for the m It, As 
Sen When Lucian faticies that —— _ Wha 
firſt lay aſide his Staff and Pouch, Gim Ml this? 
His Beauty, Lampicbes his Robes and Piuden, I Hear 
Dai his Crowns, Crate his Dighiries, the il Nea 
Philofopher his Beard, and the Rhevoriciantis IM Li 
Eloquenvey' before! Caron would àdmit thin End 
— his Boat, he does buringenioully deſeribe all te 
wreecterd en 25 delle whwlhatee . ll 
dan dess than — fading: ments to and 
truſt to at their Death 3 — a whatever Wl weer 
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all their Pump follow them. The greateſt Prince,” © 
0 moſt Ne Potentate; ſhall have no 
AT" in the other World above the 
meaneſt Peaſant, but every one ſhall there be 
rewarded according to 'his Doings in this 
Life, not according to what he had poſſeſs d. 
in it. He will chen find himſelf ſtripped of 
all he had moſt valued himſelf upon here. 
And in the mean Time it is eafy to obſerve, 
how all his earthhy Enjoyments are both un- 
certain and unſatisfactory, and ſo can never 
make him truly happy ; and by conſes 
quence he muſt have made a very dear Bar- | 
gain for himſelf, though he had gained the St Mar. 
whole World, if at laſt be Joſe his immortal Soul 16. 26. 
by it. «pry N 
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ges; were doo meat a Price for a Soul, 
poſſibly de . ſtupidly in lere Mith it, as 


eit my Soul, and ruin my ſelf to all 
Eternity, for fo inconſiderable an Intereſt in 
it, as I can ever hope will fall to my Share? 
What an unaccountable Folly and Madnueſ: is 
this? And how can I poſſibly find in my 
Heart to enſlave my ſelf, to at muſt by tłus 
Means prove my inevitable Deſtruction? No, 
Iwill be wiſer; 1 will conſider my latter 
End; I will weigh with my ſelf the Vanity of 
all temporal good Things, will look upon my 
ſelf as only a Sinanger and Pig im upon Earth, 
and uſe them only as the Accommodations 1 
meer wich ue an; nen e en i et 
pon my Journeys End, my heavenly, 
ther's He IL — travelling, and 
thoſe more tranſcendently valuable Rewards, 
which are prepar d there for his true and faithi- 
ful Diſciplesi q will reckon n fol diy 2 
Sojourner here below, and wg Twin at 
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Creatures and dabjecta. | | 
vereignty and Naminion oyer us; and as we 
of aggquntable te him only for what we do, 

> arg We-aeqQuntable ta him for AL we do, 
and muſt expect chat he will moſt certainly re- 
ward, or puniſſi us everlaſtingly, according as 
we either approve aur ſelves to, or diſabey 
him. He . or Lawgiver, aur Judge, and our 1. 33.29. 
King, Who alone has the Right ta demand of 
me; and all; Mankind, whatſoever: ſhall-ſeem 
well-pleaſing to him; and we muſt leave our 
ſelves without: all Excuſe, if we do not inde- 
fatigably labaur to anſwer our Obligation. 
Think therefore, O my Soul; what exceſſivre 
Guilt muſt I neceſſarily: contract, and to what 
intolerable Vengeance do I. juſtiy axpoſe mi 
ſelf, hy every Ac of wilful Diſobedience 2:; 
it be a heinous: Crime to offend an earth 
Prince, of the ſame mortal Conſtitution wi 
my ſelf; a Bellow- Creature, cha though ad- 
vanced far above me in the World, can no .: - 
more ſubſiſt of himſelf, than F can; who de- 
pends wholly for both his Being, and Well. 
being, upon God's good Providence, as much 
8 1, and Who ſhall as certainly give up the 
Ghoſt and die, and be afterwards brought to 
Judgment as I; if it be ſuch a heinous Crime 
0 oftend ſuch a Prince, how much more 1 
nous muſt it be ta affend the great and only 
Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords 2 And how dn Lanſwer it to my own 
Conſcience? On what can I think will be- 
come of me, if Tallow my ſelf te do it? He 
will not fail ta min to vνν i according Rom. 8. 
to h Deeds's To thews who by Nubien Contintamte 7, 8, 9. 
in well Mang, Peas; far Glory, and Hmoury and Tm 
mortality, eternal Life: Bus 10 ben 10 are con. 
tentiaus, and obey mot the Frath, bag bly Unrighs 
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 reouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and 
Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil. 
And by conſequence it is not only ſhameful 
and highly misbecoming, to behave my ſelt 
| undutifally towards him; but it is unconcei- 
vably dangerous, and the readieſt Way 1 can 


take to gray elf for ever miſerable. It 
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was not. to gratify my unreaſonable Luſts and 
Paſſions, and lead as ſenſual Lives as the brute 

Beaſts, which have no Underſtanding, not to 

ſeek after preſent perifhing Enjoyments, nor 

to ſpend out᷑ Days in carnal Pleaſures and De- 
lights, that we came into this World; but to 
Phil. 2. 12. Work: out our Salvation with Fear and Trembling, 
to make Proviſion for a future State, and pre- 
sour ſelves by a truly Chriſtian Con et- 
tion, for the perpetual Fruition of God in 
the higheſt Heavens. And nothing cabs 
d of my 


% 
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more Contradictory to this great En 
Being, than to indulge my ſelf in any Sort of 
Rom. 2. 5. Wickedneſs ; and thereby treaſure up Wrath 
„ 7 the Day of Wrath, and the Revelation of 
righteous Fudgment of Goll. eV 
Nor is there any Hope of Eſcape if I do 
ſo. For as God is juſt, and will not fail to 
avenge himſelf upon Sinners; ſo is his Bye 
continually upon each one, to obſerve his Do- 
Phil. 1. ings, whether his Converſation be, as becomes the 
27. Geaſpel of Cbriſt, or whether he takes Liberty to 
tranſgreſs.his Duty, and expoſe himſelf to-all 
the Tortures threaten'd to thoſe that do ſo. 
He is every where preſent; neither 3s there any 
Action, any Word, any Thought or Deſire, 
Prev. 15. that is nos manifeſt in bir Sight x His E es are in 
3. epery Place bebolding the Evil and the Good. Where- 
; evet I am, er howſoever employ d, J am fare 
to be under his Inſpection; ho ſees me, and 
all my Doings, though I ſec not him. i 


508 . 
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conceal noch ng from * not the moſt ſe- 
cret Inclinations of -my Heart. And what 


tious what Ldo, that it may be what he 
Y upon "mere 


t Need have I therefore, to be very cau- 


approve of Dare I take 
him to his Face ? I L. dare; 1 Conſequence 
of ſuch Preſumption muſt be very terrible, and 
muſt leave me without all Excuſe, when I come 
at the laſt Day to 1 7 7 before his ig = 
And" LORE pot, ry, ene op BY 
to any T emptation, ſeeing I know bel 
hand, that ſuch liance, how private ſo- 
ever, can no more be hid from his Omnt- 
ſcience, than if it had been publickly proclai- 

— on the Houſe- Top. He knows how to brim, 
Lipht the hidden Thing s of Darkneſs, and m 
men eſt the Counſels Sh Heart ; and: there: 5 
no impoſing upon him in any reſpect. And if 
this Confideration cannot make me diligently 
watchful over my ſelf, and holy and upright 
in all my Ways, it is * that any ot er 
ſhould ever do it. 
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make his Glory the Aim, and 


of Pity and Commiſeration, which could pre- 
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from) Viee, and well wort 1 of py, 
us ration as ſuch. His, abundan 
to Sinners, throughout the — 
'of = Lives, the Bl hee heag 
pron us in this World, and the. far greater he 
omis d in the other Agee a RA 
ſtimable Price that Wway,. 
— are an indi 


Actions. And indeed, who would not — im- 
mediately raviſh'd into an Extaſy of Love, at 
the Meditation of thoſe tranſporting Bowels, 


vail with Almighty God, not only to create 
us Subjects capable of enjoying his Favour ; 
but when we had juſtly depriv'd our ſelves of 
all Pretence to it, by our Diſobedience and 
Rapelljen, even yet to ſeek our Salvation, and 


Teftore us to his Love, though it were by the 


Death of his only begotten and dearly beloved 
Son? Who would not hereupon be ſeiz'davith 
the moſt profound Admiration, of — Height, 
and Breadth, and Length, and Depth, the 
unfathomable Dimenſions of this Love of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord? And how unaccoun- 


tably do I behave "ay ſelf, if 1 will not e 
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be e 1 5 e ode T ik ra 777271 5 
8 15 1 af ter A It che. Experitice 1 have 
iis and dant, een Wan Wün- 
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74 ore, 290 Far! our 2 
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mſelf,”. an ippineſs, t 
ſpig ht of all A 5 heir IR and Ingrati- 
kh ag rd 5 him fs 1185 t W. to purchaſe 
them 15 15 wonde Price ? How. could he 
ny 6 pte ral 


more Sac | his Tecs of 
Affe 9170 us, 2g 1 Deſire. of-0 el- 
fare; then; by, thus ing 255 erer le ed Je- 
ſus to 0 er in our ſtead. Could our Redemp- 
ion 25 been e ht about upon any other 
ea lier 855 


Jo it gen infinite Condeſcen- 
150 in bf od to og been reconcileable to us 
r moſt; importunate Entreaties, an 

deepett Iumiliation ? 7 But that the Reconci- 
lation ſhould begirr on his Part ; that when 
he ſaw us polluted in our Blood, he ſhould yet Ezek. 16. 
ſay unto us, Live, that whilſt we were Enemies 6. 
and Rebels, he ſhould not only offer us a Par- 
tn, Bat ſhould contrive à Means of Reco- 
very for us, that it could never have enter'd 
into the Heart of Men or Angels to imagine; 
that of ſhould thus become Man, the Crea- 
tor 3 Al | Things ſhould be made of. a Woman, 
the 15 125 the Whole World ſhould vouch- 
ſafe IF 0] ffer upon the Croſs, for the ſake of 
his obſtinately diſobedient Subjects; This is 
ſuch exceflive e Compaſſion, as were 
enough to melt a, Heart of Flint; and muſt 


render Chriſtians the moſt deſpicable Crea- 
tures in the World, if they can yet allow chem- 
ſelves to perſiſt in rhicir 1ſobedience. . Thoſe 
temporal Benefits we all daily and hourly par- 
take of, call for an hufnble Acknowledgment, 


and 
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| Tel dere in —— juſt Re. 
0 lor chem. IS et all tele Chen's one upon 
Ae K . Fo hoe not hing, ik d wich the 
infinite efted in ta viour's Suffe. 
and 8 many iel Bleflings we en: 
joy ugh him. And can I now find in m 
Leart to 5 ght ſuch amazing Condeſcenſion 
an I forbear contrivin ing by all Ways imagi- 
able to proclaim my unfeigned Gritituds f. or 
it? Oh what Love Ne ity is this! 'What 
an exceſſibe Load of Miſeries do I deſerve; it 
I can yet 5 and undervalue it? And hoy 
unconceivably happy ſhall T be to all Eternity, 
if 1 but take Care to make a ri * e of it? 
1 will therefore embrace it wit eart full 
of Joy; will inceſſantly bleſs and praiſe the 
moſt merciful Author; and will make it u 
daily Study never to forget it, nor to belive 
my ſelf unagreeably to the I a. bi 
1 ineftimable a Ranſom PR for me. 
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F God's oli FIN over nie Fr 
his unſpeakable Goodneſs to me, be je, 
Inducements to a conſcientious Obſeryance 
what is well-pleaſing in his Sight; ſo likewiſe 
is the Conſideration of the Covenant whereit- 
to I enter'd, when I was made a Member of 
Chriſt by Baptiſm. As this holy Ordinance 
was appointed, for my Admiſſſon into the 
Chriſtian Church, and for capacitating iti to 


partake of the ineſtimable Benefits 14 m 
Saviour's Death and Paſſion; t did 


promi 


my 


ber of 
inance 
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Servant, unto. my Life's End. II 
whereof Keul lle my Mind and Man- 


vigorous and unwearied in well-doing, as I 


ty Condemnation. There is a plain.Stipu- 
lation in it, as appears from the Inſtitution, 
and from all the Forms'of it ; and particular- 
ly from-our own, wherein the Perſon to be 
baptized expreſly promiſes to renounce the Devil 
and all bus Works, and conſtantly believe God's holy 
Word, and obediently to keep bis Commandments. 
And what egregious Wickedneſs and Trea- 
chery muſt it be, to fart back when we have 
thus put our Hand to the Plough ? And how muſt 
it unfit us for the Kingdom of Heaven ? We have 
taken Chriſt's Livery upon us, and have bound 
our ſelves, and by a ſolemn military Oath, 
to be true and faithful co him. This is the 
Caſe of all that have given up their Names to 
him in this holy Sacrament ; and of my ſelf in 
particular. And it is out of my Power there- 
fore ta retreat and take Part with the — 
without becoming a perjur'd faithleſs os , 
| e 
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taken upon me, and tlie olemn 


Mar n ter d 1 into to. SS 28 e y 


Rules. I will ee 
ſtian, baptized into the Ch 2 
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than if LHR never aka one 
ſtianit uy. 22407 


Nil 


and it title 
provide EF 1 


The Multitude and Heinouſneſs of 
* turn my Eyes from the Obligations that 
lie upon me, to the Courſe of my pa 
8 ation, and fee. how negligent I have 
Xen, and how horrid, and how frequent my 
Provocations, here I preſently meet with i 
ficient Matter of melaneholick and moſt, pen- 
five Meditation. Nor need I any more diſmal 
Contemplation, to humble me before Almigh- 
ty God, and force me to fly to him for Mer- 
cy. It was the Rdyal Pſalmiſts Complaint, _ 


that his a api were 2 over hu Head, and as PIII 3. 42 
; 


4 ſore Burden were too 


avy for him to bear. And 


again, Mine IÞniquities have taken hold upon me, Pſal, 46; 


ſo that I am not able to look up ; they are more in 12. 
Number than the Hairs of my Head, and my Heart 
bath failed me. And all pious'Souls ſee too juſt 
Reaſon to break forth, in like Manner, .into 
the open Acknowledgment of their own Un- 
worthingl and Demerits, whienſoever they 
call to Mind the Multitude and Heinouſnels 
of thoſe Sins; whereof they are conſcious.to 
themſelves. 5 „ 
As to the Number of our Sins, they are too 
many to be Eaſt up; though we ever ſo deli- 
berately ſet about rt. Our Sins of Omiſſion, 
and our Sins of ' Commiſion, our wilful Sins 
ind thoſe whereinto we are often betray d 
through Inadvertency, or Weakneſs, the Sins 
of our Inclination, of our Company, of our 
ployment,” of the Times we live in, our 
Tt _— ſeeret 
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ſecret and conteal'd, and our publick and moſt 
ſcandalous Sins, the Sins we remember, and 
thoſe we have forgotten, or had never taken 


. URIs ry 


Notice, of ; the Sins of our Devotions, 


of our Recreations, . of our Meals and out 


other Entertainments, of our Exceſs, and of 
our Parſimony, of our Modeſty, and of our 
Aſſurance, of our Diffidence, and of our 


.  Preſumption, our later and our former Sins, 


muſt the Recollection o 
© Guile lie heavy upon the Soul of every good 


thoſe of our Childhood, of our Youth, and 
of our riper Years, in Thought, Word, and 
Deed, againſt our God, againſt our Neigh- 


bours, and againſt our own ſelves ; there is 


fuch a Maſs of them, that the leaſt Reflection 
upon it may well. put our Minds into the ut- 
moſt Confuſion, and were it not for the inf 
nice Mercy of God through Chriſt, muſt in- 
evitably have lodg'd us long ago in Hell. How 

f ach Load of 


Man, and make him lament and bewail his 


Folly, and try by all Means poſſible to obtain 


the Favour of God, and his. Pardon and For- 


. ar And what an abandon'd Sinner muſt 


be, if I be not wofully terrified at the Ap- 
pearance of ſo horrid a Spectacle, and do not 
fully reſolve that I will not ſuffer mine Eyes to 
ſeep, nor mine Eye-lids to ſlumber, neither the Tem. 
ples of my Head to take any Reſt, until I ſhall 
have endeavbur'd to make my Peace with 
God, by a hearty Sorrow and true Repen- 
tance, for all my Miſcarriages, and a full Pur- 


poſe of Heart to ſerve him truly for the re- 


maining Part of my Life ? They who never 
cal their oe Ways to Remembrance, will not 
much concern themſelves to turn their Feet unte 
God's Teſtimonies ; but there is none who is duly 
ſenſible of the Guilt he has contracted, or that 
W frequent 
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frequently ſets apart ſome Time, to enquire 

into the Nature of his Duty, and his mani- - 

fold Tranſgreſſions of it, notwithſtanding all 

the Obligations he is under to the contrary, © | 

but muſt be ſeiz'd with a dreadful Apprehen- XL 

ſion, of the great Need he has of God's Mer= + 

cy, and the wretched State he muſt neceſſa- 

TJ it. 797 1 b0 i orng ry 
Nor are we chargeable only with Multi- 

tudes of Sins, the leaſt of which, were it not 

for the infinite Merey of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 

would ſink us into the Pit of Deſtruction ; but 

they are alſo many Times attended with ſeve- 

ral notorious Aggravations, having been com- 

mitted perhaps upon Deliberation, againſt the 

Checks of eee clear Dictates of 

the Underſtanding, againſt numerous Calls 

and Invitations to Obedience, againſt Promi- 

ſes and Threatnings, Mercies and Judgments, 

after Vows and Reſolutions to the contrary, ' 

and often repeated, if not become habitual. 

do that we have all great Cauſe to bluſh, and 

be aſnam d to look up to Heaven, and to loath 

ur ſelves for the Evils we have committed in all 

ur Abominations. Our whole Life is full of Va- 

nity and Naughtineſs ; and if thou, O God. 

ſhould'ſt reſolve to enter into Fudgment with thy pry, 7143. 

Servants, and ſhauld ſt be extream to mark what 2. 

were done amiſs, not the very beſt of us could 

hope to be juſtified in thy Sight. Thou art of purer Nabak. 1. 

Eyes, than to behold Evil, and can ſt not look you 13. 

Iniquity ; all whoſe Ways are Fudgment: A Go 

if Truth, and without Iniquity, juſt and right art 

thou. Thou art not a God that hath Pleaſure in Deut. 32. 

Wickedneſs © Neither ſhall Evil dwell with thee. g. 

The Fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in thy Sight : Thou hateſt pry 4, 


. : 


4 


oll the Workers of Iniquity. And yet, alas! How 5. 
have all been forgetful of thee ? From the 
Ee 2 higheſt 
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. . Gods infinitely Patient and Long-ſuffering, 
he will not wait always to be gracious, but 


| 3 certainly in that which is to come. 


more terrible Appearance before his great 


fels and bewail my Sins, and will endeavout, 
Wl 5 "wp 
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higheſt to the loweſt there is none Ri 


· 


before thee, none that has not juſtly deſerved 


thy Wrath and implacable Indiguation: The 
moſt religiouſly. diſpos d cannot but diſcover 
numerous Failings and Imperfections, beſides 


other more wilful Tranſgreſſions of their Du- 


ty, enough to ſtrike them to the Heart, at eve. 
ry Remembrance of them. Much mare may 
others fear leſt a heavy Doom befal 3 
reaſon of thoſe more heinous Enormities, which 
every where, diſcover themſelves throughout 


the whole Courſe of theirConverſations:'l 


that have Been moſt obſervant of God's. Laws, 
have yet need of his Mercy and/Favonr to be 
extended to them, or otherwiſe they cannot 
be happy, how much more do thoſe want it 
who have been more / extravagantly: wicked: 
And if the Righteous, after all the Cate to pleaſe 
God, ſhall hardly be ſav d, theſe muſt expect 4 


Tribunal. 4145306 EST. ITT] 
This aſtoniſhes and confounds mie, when I 
come to apply it to my on Caſe; and would 
doubtleſs drive me into Deſpair, were it not 
for the Truſt I have in my bleſſed. Saviour: 
Mediation. He has obtain'd a Pardon for my 
Sins, and ſo I have great Hope and Comfort 
through him; but otherwiſe L muſt have been 
in a miſerable, helpleſs Condition. For tho 


will bring the Sinner to a ſtrict Account for 
all his Wickedneſſes, poſſibly in this World, 


Norhing can ſave me but his Mercy; but in- 
aſmuch as that is infinite, I will not diſtruſt it, 
but will humble my ſelf before him, will con- 
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All mine aue, 


and mine Ejts a irn 


weep Dey "and Night 


whereby L have 4 ſo good and gracious 


a God! An he will be prefaifd with to ex- 
tend his Kindneſs to me; but if at laſt I do 
periſh; 1 muſt however-confeſs to his Glory, 
that my of ICS will e N Jo 


my . 
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FY ah 15 continually FAYE, elit 
IVI Eternity; and whether I will conſider 
ic or not, is each Day ſhorter than it Was Pe- 
fore. Sg that how health foever I may be at 
— no Man knows how ſoon I may be 
ſummon'd hence. At moſt no great Number 
mare, before ſhall be laid 
in the Grave, and all my Hopes, and Som- 
gns, and Pee as far as 
this Life; hall vaniſh as a Dream, 


they concert! 


and eg ſhall ſeem of any Value, but whar 
may be fox my 


F And 7 ah ark 


| ow all my 


Advantage inthe other W. 
'off' the preſent Stage 
before. God's Tribunal, 5 
WEE Words and Actions 
* my eternal Portion allotted 
ly-as they thall be found to haye 
been: 80 1295 St. Paul, We muſt all appear, be 


canvaſſed; 


r. ſear of Chrif, that "Og oy 10. 
to that he bath done, aubet her it be good. or bad. 
Thoygh Death takes a et dry for lime 
Ze 3 _ Time 


» 


- 2 Cor. 5. 


1 15. An Archangel, ſhall be ſent forth h and as by 


Time berwixe © che Soul and Body,. yet, as has 
been obſerv'd, chig is but for a Time; which 
1 paſt, they +1 hall infallibly meet again, 

e re: united, and never be.parred more. 


52. the Sound 1 6 a Trumpet ſhall. ſummon 4 
fas +4; Dead out of they Graves, and thenceforward 
17 St. Mat, gall live. for ever. f Then ſhall the Son 
24. 30. alſo deſcend: 15 the Clouds of Heaven 
& Chap. With Power and great Glory; and ſhall ſit on bs 
23. 3,32. Throne, and cauſe all Nations to be gather 4 be- 
Pore him, that fo he may take an Account of 
their different Qualifications, and diſpoſe of 

them accordingly. Oh the Pangs and Ago- 

nies, the Hor and Perplexty of Mind, 
Wherewith the guilty Sinner will be ſeiz'd, 

when, he ſhall come, there to receive his 
Doom, "When * above, he may behold an im- 

1 5 Judge ready ta condemn him; beneath, 

1 to receive him; When Within, ſhall 

nging Conſcience ;. without, a burning 

(7 here his Sins. accuſing him; there the 

evils: affrighting him ; and, the, good Angels 

Hal caſheer him, as not fit to be admitted in- 

o Heayen, and the wicked , Ones; will tagd 

ready to hurry, him away into ll dez De- 

1 Ach 90 When to appear will. be.intolers- 

ble, and yet not to appear will be. Bren 
"Whither: Will he chen fle? Tha where can 15 

"think to. "Gomes al. himſelf: ? Which Way, ſo- 

ever heft turns n ſelf, he wi iR be ſure. to _ 

bir k nothing for his. Comfort, with nothing 

b Feat, 48d Shame, and Sorrow, and An- i 

ry and all the Tertors that the, moſt, dread- Wl 22th, 
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poſſible to expreſs the extream Aſtoniſhment, 


wherewith all the Workers of Iniquity will then 
be oyverwhelmed. But this may in a good 
Meaſure be repreſented by the Judgments 
threatened in the Revelation, upon the open- 


ing of the Sixth Seal; when it is ſaid, Theye Rev. 6. 


was a 


Blood; And the Stars of Heaven fell imo the Earth, 
even as a Fig-tree caſteth her untimely Figs, when 
ſhe u ſha ken of 4 mighty Wind: And the Heaven 
departed as a Scrowl, when it i rolled together; 
and every Mountain and Iſland were mov d out -4 
their Places: And the Kings of the Earth, and the 
great Men, and the chief Captains, and the migh- 
ty Men, and every Bondman, and every Freeman, 
hid tbemſelves in the Dens, and in the Rocks of thg 
Mountains ; And ſaid to the Mountains and Rocks, 
fall on us, and hide us from the Face of bim that ſit- 
eth on the Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb: 
For the great Day of his Wrath à come; and who 
ſhall be able to ſtand? This is a Deſcription of 
a terrible Juncture, that ow not unfitly be 
accommodated to the frighttul Seaſon I am 


eat Earthquake, and the Sun became black *?» Oc.” 
4 Sackcloth of Hair, and the Moon became "as 


now conſidering. When the Heavens ſhall paſs 2 St. Pet. 
away with à great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall 3. 10. 
melt with feryent Heat; the Earth alſo, and the _ 


Things that are therein 
Dead, both © {mall and great, ſhall ſtand _ God, 
and the Books. ſhall be opened, and they ſhall be judg- 
ed out of thoſe Things which are written in the 
Books, according to their Works,” When the Judge 


being ſate upon his Throne, Before bim ſhall be 


gathered all Nations; and be ſhall ſeparate them 


one from another, as a Shepherd dividetb the Sbeep 


from the Goats, and ſhall proceed to enquire in- 
to their paſt Converſations, and ſhall al- 
lot them their —_ accordingly. - Then 
K IA | S& © 


. thall 


ſhall be barnt up; and the Rev. 20. 


12. 


hall a narrow Scrutiny be made into all my 
.ings, and an unerring Judgment paſſed upon 
them. And could I have ever o àrtfully cot. 
-ceal'd my Faults from the Diſcovery of Mien, 
they will then be all brought to Light, before 
God, Angels, and Men. They gannot eſcape 

che all- ſeeing Eye of God at preſent; nor ſhall 

they ever be forgotten by him, but will cer. 

tainly riſe up in Judgment againſt me, and 
condemn me at the laſt Day, if I do not make 

it my Buſineſs to forſake them, and obtain the 
Pardon of them before I be taken hence. Not 

the moſt ſecret of my Thoughts, is without his 
Notice; but he is privy to whatever Impiery 

lies lurking in my Heart, though it have ne- 

ver proceeded farther ; and will bring me tq 

an Account for it. So that could I any Way 
contrive to impoſe upon the World by hypo- 

critical Pretences, and to hide the Evil of ny 

Heart and Actions from all Mankind, this 

would ſtand me in no ſtead at the laſt Day. 

For then the Impoſture would be fully diſclo- 

S. Luke ſed, to my eternal Shame and Sorrow. They 
* J- nothing cover d, that ſhall not then be'reveaF's; 
neither bid, that ſhall not be made knπ]²mur. Nut 
8 whatſoever has been ſpoken in Sl e 
Hebr. 4. heard in the Light ; and that which was {pokeniy 
13." ©: the Ear in Cloſets, ſhall be proclaim'd in the publick- 
ee.ſt Manner, in the Hearing even of the Whole 
World. There 4 no Creature tbut i not manifeſt in 

God's Sight, nothing that can eſcape his Notice, 

hut all Things ate naked and open, wuve's, Me 
Nice, bare and like a Thing cut down the 

Chine, whereby all the Entrails are expos d to 

the View of the Beholder; a# Things are thus 
RY naked and open to the Eyes of lim with whom we 
iy bade to do, or rather as Dr. Whitby 22 
wu he To er ye 
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2 . as Dr. Hammond para 
fe Words, mall be able tq 


N 
raſèes upon che 
uiſe ee; ſo 


We 


<« cunningly, but that he ſhall be diſcoverd, 
4 diſclos d, laid open and bare, as the Sacri-. 


be fies when it is firſt flay d, then cut down 
© the Back, and all laid open 
cf before the Prieſt. Our very 
then be diſſected, and Men and Angels ſhall 
ſee into the (darkeſt Corners and cloſeſt Re- 


and diſcernible 
Inwards'ſhall 


ceſſes of the Heart, and ſhall he made ac- 

quainted with all the Corruption and Pollu- 
tion that has been wont to lodge there. A 
doleful Diſcovery indeed! And who would 


not dread and tremble at the leaſt Thought of 


it? It is not in our Power now to conceive 
the Height of that Confuſion, wherein the 

uilty Sinner will find himſelf, when thus pub- 
Rel unmask' „ when thoſe Wickedneſſes, 
which once he ld not endure to hear of, 
and therefore. 74 all Means to keep them from 
the Knowlet vol his Comp ions and Ac- 
quaintance. mM be N upon him, pro- 
yed wry ek, and _ puniſh' d with 
everlaſting Perditipn. But this we. can all do, 
and are thei greateſt Fools in the World if we 
do it not; me can condemn our ſelves and all 
dur moſt! beloved Iniquities ftiow in Time, 
whilſt the Day of Grace is continued to us, 
and God is reconcileable d A rap —.— we 
duly apply out ſelves to for Merey 


Salvation, We ean by his Aſfiſtance 2 


and amend our Doings, and earneſtly ſtudy to 
lay up to our felves Treaſaresin Heaven. We 
can humble our ſelves before our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and beſeech and entreat him, as he has 
already been our Ranſom, ſo likewiſe to — 


our Advocate with che Father, W 
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Death and all his Sufferings in our Behalf, 
whereby to reinſtate us in his Fayour, and ob. 
Fain us an Admiſſion into his Kingdom. « Ani 
can we be ſo ſottiſn as not to make this our 
_conftant Care? Can we think of the Day of 
the Lord, and the immenſe Weight of the 
Sentence then to be paſs d upon us, and:not 
ſet our ſelves with all our Might to prepare 
for it? They that can act thus utiaccountably, 
ought immediately to diſown all Pretence 0 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, and to acknow- 
ledge themſelves more ſenſeleſs than the worſt 
of Brutes, none of which were ever guilty of 
ſuch egregious, intolerable Stupidity as cli 
Wr 7 i n F:5 4h 
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The everlaſting State whereto eath 
8 * one ſball be. adjudged at the Laſt 
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Als Judgment being once over, every 
one muſt be thenceforward ſettled in an 
eternal State, though of very different Kinds, 
according as we ſhall be found to have obſer- 
ved, ar neglected our Duty during our ſhort 
Stay here in this World. So our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who is alſo to be our Judge, teaches, 
St. Mat. 25. 46. Where having been deſeri- 
bing the Nature of the Judgment that is te 
paſs upon all Mankind, and having ſpoken of 
the Righteous and the Wicked, under the Me- 
taphor of Sheep and Gaats, and having declar d 
the joyful Sentence that ſhall be pronounced 
da ſavour of the former, and cha Das 
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ſhall be awarded to the other, he concludes 
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with this farther Declaration of what will be 


the Effect of the Judgment thus given; Tbeſe, 
the Wicked of whom he had laſt E ſhall 
go away. into everlaſting Puniſhment ; but the Righ- 
ceo into Life Eternal. The natural Importance 
of which Words is, that a laſting future State 
will be then to ſucceed, either in incompa- 
rable, ineſtimable, unconceivable Bliſs and 
Felicity, for ſuch is + Eternal Life declar'd to 
be in Scripture, or in the moſt dreadful and 
intolerable Tortures, Pangs, and Agonies, in 
the bottomleſs Pit, the Puniſhment whereinto 
the Wicked are order d to depart, Ver. a4. 
Bleſſed and happy, thrice happy Souls, that 
can attain to the Life here mention d! Such 
ſhall enjoy the Favour of God and his beatifick 
Preſence;; and ſhall not only be admitted to 
behold his Glory, but to reign with him, and 
be in ſome Meaſure transform'd into his Like- 
neſs, abounding in all that ſhall be ſuitable to 
their enlarged Deſires, and God only knows 
how much more than they could ſo much as 
defire or wiſh for. It is above our Faculties at 
preſent to conceive what thoſe glorious Re- 
wards are, which our good God has prepar d 
for them that love him. Ir dotb not yer appear, 
even to our Imaginations, what we ſhall be; 
but this we knom before-hand, that when he 2 
appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee 
im as be . Wherefore let me now [think a 
little with my ſelf; How tranſcendent a Bleſ- 
ſedneſs muſt it be, to ſee God, and be like 
him, to partake of his Glory, and have an 
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+ St. Mat.;25. 35. St. Luke 12. 32. & 22. 9. 
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endleſs 


5 endleſs — + kiln," in n char dliGful King 
dom where all Delighis abound, and whence 
all Sorrow and Tears are perfectly baniſh'd; 
where none are Sick, or grow Old, Or 


Die; nor are Perplex d wich nor 
tormented wich Fears. Where a reer 
Tranquility is always to be met wich, 
and Joy, and Love, and Peace, have ſettled 
their Abode : May my Heart be always enfla. 
med with the Love of chat raviſhing State; 
ſo as that L may throughly learn to deſpiſe al 
Things elſe in Compariſon of it. Why fol 
trifle away my Time and Pains in purſuit of 
Things that will not profit, and not tather h. 
_bour after thoſe which. would be of everlaſt 
ing Advantage to me? What a'Meannefs of 
Spirit is it, to take up with this Life's tran- 
ſient, imperfect Entertainments, and in the 
mean while Lebe and loſe/an 
invaluable Crown of 'Gloty, that faleth dre ay? 
Can I — to ng ploy wy 
bouring after the Thing: Weide with 
an inſatiable Deſire, as 5 I could never have 
enough of them, rhough I know I muſt ſhort- 
Iy die, and leave them all behind me, and yet 
not be perſwaded xo take Pains for what would 
render me unconceivably happy for ever in the 
_ other'? This is the very Height of Madnek ; 
and for which I ſhall be ſure to cendetmm my 
ſelf when it ſhall be too late, and inceſſant 
to wiſh I had been wiſer when I had it in my 
Ohoice, to make ſure of a bleſſed A 
Eſpetially when I call to Mind, chat 1c 
nog fall ſhort of the foremention d Blefſedn 
without incurring the dreadful Vengeance of yet 
eternal Fire. And can I endure the Thoughts in 
& this ſo diſmal a Change? Far be iC from Th 


me thus totally to ruin my ſelf for tlie Sale of W tw 


has: FF 
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any Eaſe, or: Pleaſure, Wealth, or Honour, 
that I cam: hope to enjoy here. Whatever un- 
equal Notion I have of it at preſent, it is a 
* and à certain Truth, that the Mages of Rom. 6. 


eternal. And can I refolve thus ſenſeleſly to 
ruin my ſelf, rather than accept of that Salva- 


23. 


reaſonableſt Terms that may be? fr A fearful Hebr. re. 


Thing to fall into the Hands of the living God, to 31. 
become the Objects of his implacable Indigna- 
tion, to groan under the juſt Severities of his hea- 
vy Diſpleabre;ro be lodged in a Bed of Flames, 
and have the Devils and damned Spirits for 
Companions, or rather for outrageous Execu- 
tioners, without hope of Deliverance, though 
after ever ſo. long à Space, to be forſaken of 
all that is good, all that is happy, or might 
tend to make us ſo, to be everlaſtingly con- 
demn d to Darkneſs and Horror, to Weeping, 
and Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth, to the 
never- dying Worm, and Fire unquenchable. 
This the Damned in Hell know to their Coſt; 
and for this Reaſon fret and rage beyond Mea- 
ſure. And what is it they would not give, or 
do, to recover ſome of thoſe happy Oppor- 
tunities of ſeeking after a better State, which 
we ſo idly ſquander away? Unhappy Wretch- 
es! They find by lamentable Experience what 
the Loſs of Heaven implies in it, and how 
much it was their real Intereft, to have taken 
Warning, when they were call'd upon in their 
Life-time, to be Holy, Wiſe, and Happy. 


They are always in the Agonies of Death, and 
yet never ſo dead, but that they are ſtill to live 
in the moſt exquiſite; and moſt laſting Dolors. 
Their Fire always burns, but never conſlitfies 
them ; their Worm always gnaws, but never 
kills them. Whilſt they were alive they would 

| never 
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never give over e, Almighty God; 


and now God will never give over puniſhing 

them for their numerous Provocations: There 

zs no End or Meaſure of their Sorrows, no In- 
termiſſion of their Pains; no Hope or Com. 
fort for them, no Proſpect of any Thing, but 
unconceivable, intolerable, interminable Grief, 

and Miſery, and Anguiſh.' And can I thinſ 
it too much to live regularly, and take thoſe 
Courſes which will make me happy in a good 
Meaſure here, that I may eſcape all this dire 
Vengeance, and be compleatly and infinitely 

happy to all Eternity hereafter ? This were a 

far wiſer Courſe than to gratify' my own 
worldly, or carnal Inclinations, for'a ſhort, 

0 no one knows how ſhoxt a Time, to the ever- 
_ laſting Deſtruction of my ſelf both Soul and 


_ Body in Hell: Awake therefore, O my drow- 


fy Soul, and beſtir thy ſelf now in Time, 
whereby to prevent thoſe Tortures, which 
thou muſt otherwiſe be ſure to undergo, and 
can'ſt never hope to get rid of, when once 
thou comeſt to feel the Weight of them. Take 
Warning whilſt thou art yet on this Side the 
Grave, and may'ſt have Time and Gtace'to 
ſave thy ſelf, if it be not through thy o 
=_ Neglect or Obſtinacy in Sinning.. Imagine to 
=. thy ſelf the doleful Caſe of a condemn d Sin- 
=_ | ner, already plac'd in the Regions of Dark- 
neſs, in thoſe melancholick Shades of perpe- 
cual Night, where no Day ever dawns, no 
Light ever breaks in; depriv'd of all the Com- 
forts and Pleaſures of Life, and preſerv'd in 
being only to be puniſh'd, wrack d and tor- 
mented, with a frightful Remembrance of his 
own Guile and Folly; piercing Him like a 
Dagger at the Heart, and no Room left for 
Repentance. Imagine him beholding the 
0 2 ; e 100017 nen 
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Glory and Felicity of the Bleſſed, raging with 


Envy at their Happineſs, and tearing himſelf 
for Anguiſh and Vexation, when he reflects 
upon what he has loſt, purely for the Sake of 
his brutiſh Luſts; and unreaſonable Paſſions, 
for. thoſe Pleaſures of Sin which were but for a 
Moment, but for which he muſt, now pay dear 
for .evermore.. + Imagine him farther lament- 
ing the Sharpneſs. of his Pains, the exceſſive 
Burnings of that Fire, and Brimſtone, wherein 
he incellantly, languiſhes, and the Malice of 
the Devils diſcharging their Fury upon him, 
and: plaguing and tormenting him with the 
utmoſt Violence. Imagine him once more cut 
off from all Hope of Redreſs, ſo as not only 
to be thus infinitely tortur d at preſent, but to 
be aſſur d beyond all Doubt, that theſe his 
Tortures ſhall perpetually. harraſs him through 
a long Eternity. Imagine the Sinner, I ſay, 
irrecoverably plung'd in this Exceſs of un- 
ſpeakable Miſery, and ſee if all the Glory of 
the World *can tempt thee to change Condi- 
tion with him but for one Hour : It not, what 
deſperate/Frenzy mult that be, that can with- 
thee from taking all the Care that may be to 
ſave thy ſelf from ſuch inſupportable , and 
yet irreparable Deſtruction ? Can I ſuffer my 
{elf to be thoughtleſs and unconcern d, when 
updn the Brink of this bottomleſs Abyſs of 
Pains and Sorrows, and each Moment in dan- 
ger of dropping into it? No, I will uſe my 
utmoſt Diligence to guard againſt that Place 
of Torments, and procure an Inheritance among 
all them which are [onflified J will make it my 
Buſineſs to keep within that narrow Way that 
leadeth unto Life; will ſtrive to enter at the ſtrait 
Gate, though I tug' hard to get through ; will 
do or ſuffer whatever it ſhall pleaſe God to re- 
quire 


N mn e erer 2 
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| quire of wig, or ty upon me, 
1 can at 


vice, welcome all that can befal me for my 
Saviour's Sake, 0 enanred the Croſs, and del. 
fed the Shamefor nie. T will watch, a pray, 


without End. Amen. 
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ighly thankful, laſt be carried into 
Heaven, though it were in a Chatiot of Fire, 
Welcome Sighs and Tears, welcome whatever 
Pennances my Religion can impoſe upon me, 
whatever Terrors the World can threaten me 


with, whatever PainsI ean be at in God's Ser. 


: 
1 
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will deny my ſelf, and mortify the Fleſh, wil 


do my beſt to proceed from Grace to Grace, 
And may it pleaſe the Good and Gracious 
God, that Grace may at laſt have irs Comple: 
tion in Glory, through Jefus Chriſt our Lord 
To whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt , be all Honour and Praiſe ; World 
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| My Hope hath been in Thee, O Lord: I have ſaid, 
| Hear me,O Lord, for thy Loving-kindneſs 5 * comfortable: 
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COLLECTION. 


OF FARTHER. 


PRAYERS| 


FOR THE 


Sick Perſon 


To be — upon everal Oecaſic ons, i 
| fee fit. 


* 


My Voice ſhalt thou 0 betimes, O 8 Early in| 
the Morning will I direct my Prayer unto thee, and 
will look up. Pal. 5. 3. 


Thou art my God. Pſal. 31. 16. 


Turn thee unto me according to the Multitude of thy 
Mercies. Pſal. * 17. 
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L a He) 
Almighty Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, who giveſt Life, and 
Health, and all other Biethngg, 
and recalleſt them as it pleaſect 
Thee; I deſire to behold thy Hand in every 
Thing that befalleth me, that under all thy 
Diſpenſations I may look up to Thee, the Au- 
thor of them, and may ſtudy to improve 
them to thy Glory. And now that I find my 
Body in Diſorder; and Sickneſs has already ta- 
ken hold of me, I immediately fly to thy Al- 
mighty Power, and unſpeakable Goodneſs for 
Relief. And do not thou refuſe to hear me, 
when I call upon thee. Give me Grace to ac- 
count of my Diſtemper as thy Fatherly Viſi- 
tation, and to hearken both to the Rod, and 
him that has appointed it; and not only to 
i 1 rf bear 
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bear thy Chaſtiſement with Patience and Sub- 
miſſion, but to ſeeł that I, may be made better 
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AY 1 — d let ꝗ i. 
End be like his, that T may leave ex abl 


hy Ha 
God and merciful Fath 
0 
| 5 Eliver me, O Lord; if it be thy 
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x | bleſſed 
Will, from my preſent Want,of Health. 
Sanctify it to me, that it may be a Means of 
working in me, what is well-pleaſing in th 
Sight, mortifying all Vice and Wickednels in 
me, and rajſing up my Thoughts and Aﬀec- 
tions to a better State, and making 'me more 
intent than ever, upon approving my ſelf to 
Thee. And this good End being once ac- 
compliſh'd, may it pleaſe thee to raiſe me from 
my Bed, and enable me to put all my good 
Purpoſes in Execution, to thy Honour and 
Glory, and my own Salvation, through out 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen 


a 3.14 ©, ma 


* 
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"tl c awed LF 
Hot am longer to con- 
tinue here, grant me a fufe and an cafy 
Paſſage hence, that Death may be to me 2 
bleſſed Entrance into thy Heavenly Kingdom. 
I am not fond of Life, for any other End, but 
to ſerve thee, and fave my own Soul. But if 
it may tend to either of theſe Uſes, deny me 
neither the Enjoyment of my former Sound- 
neſs and Strength, nor Grace to make à ſuit- 
able Improvement of it. And whenever thou 
haſt determin' d to take me hence, take me, 4 
moſt . humbly beſeech thee, into thy Favour, 


through thy" Son Jeſus Chrilt our Lord. f 


Am thine, O Lord, ſave me, and ſuffer 

me not to be put to Confuſion ; bur fit 
me for whatever Thou deſigneſt for me. 
Cleanſe and purge me from all Corruption, 
take away all my Droſs, and renew a right 
Spirit within me. Try me, O God, and ſeek 
the Ground of my Heart. Prove me, and ex- 
amine my Thoughts: Look well if there be 
any Way of Wickedneſs in me, and lead me. 
in the Way everlaſting, through our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. Me ae 
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3 rente and 5 merciful Father, who 
of thy divine, Providence haſt appoint 
ed an Order of Men, to. officiate i in thy Name, 
2 asthineAmbaſfadors, to call upon Peo- 
e and entreat them to be Reconciled: tu Thee, 
oo F moreover 8 known my Word and 
ill — them, to adminiſter thy holy Sacra. 
to be dau to Thee for them, and 
e Offices, which are necel- 
fary for building them up, in their moſt holy 
Faith; Let it not be in vain, that I have now 
Aae to deſire the good Man's Company and 
ſtance. All his Endeavours without Thee 
ſt inevitably prove as nothing: Cœuld he 
dea with the Ton gue of 1 90 1 1 e 
were to no *. — unleſs Bleſſing go 
along wich whar mall be Gehrer d. Wat will 
kind Offices do me any Service, if not 
accompanied with- thy Grace. Hence I beg 
, moſt gracious God, to he wick him 
and proſper him in all his Undertakings fot my 
Good. Open his Mouth, that, he may ſpeak 
a Word in Seaſon. Hear all his Prayers that 
he ſhall offer up for me; and grant me all the 
ineſtimable Bleſſings he ſhall implore in my 
Behalf. And open mine Ears likewiſe, that I 
may, uly —_— whatſoever he _ = 
w, and diſpoſe m 
carefully and conſcientiouſly to per ba '%, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . 
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SRI 1» U. dad n, 

E T thy Holy Spirit be preſent with him 

to proſper his kind Intentions, that they 

may prove effectual, for fitting and preparing 

me for my laſt great Change; which cannot 
poſſibly be far o 

at the Door. It is thy own Command by the 


Mouth of thy holy Apoſtle, that F any be fob, 
* Church, to pr. > | 
ſtall ſave the Sick, and if he have committed Sinz, 


be call for the Elders 


they ſhall he forgiven him; and with a Decla< 


ration moreover, that The fetus fervent Pray- 


er of the Righteous Man, and moſt certainly not 
the leſs, it he be dedicated to holy Miniſtra- 
tions, to tranſact Matters betwixt Thee and 
Thy Church, availeth much. In Obedience to 
thy Command, I have now ſent to my proper 


Paſtor, the Miniſter of thy Word and Sacra- 


ments amongſt us, to crave his Help in my 


great Neceſſity. And L moſt humbly. beg of 
Thee, that of thy wonted Clemency and 
Goodneſs, thou wilt condeſcend to bleſs our 


but may perhaps be already 


Meeting, and make it ſucceſsful to thoſe. 


weighty Ends whereto it is intended, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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A Limighty and ever-bleſfed Lord God, 
from whom alone are thie Iſſues of Life 
And Death; Who killeſt and makeſt alive, 
bringeſt to the Grave, and bringeſt "back 
again; I deſire with a Heart full of unfeigned 
Gratitude, to proelaim thy great Goodnels to- 
wards me at this Time: I praiſe Thee for thy 
ſeaſonable Correction, whereby to put me in 
Mind of my natural Frailty and Mortality, to 


£4 + * 
"3% * 
4 

1 


wean my Affections from this vain tranſitory 
World, and:to put me upon the more diligent 
Preparation of my felf for Another ànd a Bet. 
ter. Bleſſed be'thy Name, that thou diꝗſt not 
immediately cut me off Without Warning, 2 
thou mighteſt juſtly have done; and not on 
haſt allow¾ed me a Space of Reflection, where- 
dy to get my Soul into the fitter Poſture, for 
Appearing before thy dreadful Tribunal, but 
now giveſt me Hopes of aà Space, to reduce 
my holy Purpoſes and Reſblutions into Prac- 


rice. _ it ſeem good in thy Sight, to per- 


est that Recovery thou ſeemeſt to have be- 
gun in me, and to grant me a longer Oobti- 
nuance here not for the Gratification of any 
worldly dr ſenſual Inclinations, cr Aﬀections 
in me; but to the End that by a good Im- 
provement of the Time thou ſhalt allow me, 
I may:obtain a compleater Conqueſt over all 
ort of Vice and Wickedneſs, and a greatet 
Readineſs to the Performance of my Duty to 
Thee, may cleanſe my ſelf from all FEilthineß 
of -Fleſh and Spirit, and may perfect Holineſ⸗ 
in thy Fear, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
J U. 45 


94 Af my ſole. x08 5 2 
AA Lord, and a Hopes of The 


2 from Thee alone, ſo acknowledge 
opt Services to he due to Thee, and chat I mu 


alive, leave my ſelf without Excuſe; if I do not care- 


"back oy a all the Time thou ſhalt afford * 
d, to th Honqur and Glory. 

Heres: — . incline thy Heart to hy 2 
or thy conſtant Reſpect to this great End of N 

me in ving here; that I _ not trifle away 3 

ity, to thou giveſt me, for working out my 

iſieory don, much leſs m it, in any . IJ 
ligent ſinful Courſe, but may behave my ſelf 
a Ber. always as in thy Preſence, and as remembrivg 


Iſt not the great Account I muſt one Day give up to 


Thee; and I know not how ſoon. Grant it 
— de my daily Study, to be in ſuch Readi- 

my latter End, that it may never find 
me — for it. At this Time ſanctify, 
I beſeech thee, my preſent Condition to me ; 


this, —_ all other thy Diſpenſations; that if 
it ſhall be thy good Pleaſure: to reſtore me to 
my former Health, I may lead the Reſidue of 
— Life in thy Fear, and to thy Glory. Or 
elſe give me Grace ſo to take thy Viſication, 
that after this painful Life ended, I may dwell 
with thee in Life everlaſting, through Jelys 
CRE our e Crag | 


and give me Grade to make a right Uſe of 
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0 Help. and | moſt 888 Lord God; 
LI. ado arvintbici ly good: to them that put 

have not only learned 
by the hearing of the Ear, but my o late 
Experience has taught me, that . art abun. 


dant in Goodneſs and Merey. It is in thee 1 


live, move, and have my Being. And thou 
haſt in a particular Manner exprefs'd thy Love 
to me, in- lifting me up from the Gates of 


Death. Thau Eat beuten my Soul from the 


_ and haſt kept me alive, that. I ſhould 
or go down: into * Pit. For this and all 
—— thy undeſerved Favours, for ever bleſſed 
be thy holy Name: LF earneſtly deſire that my 
Heart may be duly' affected with a Seriſe-of 
them, and that I may never dare to abuſe ſuch 
rranſcendent Loving-kindneſs; but whatever 
Length thou addeft to my Days, may be faith- 
— ſpent in obſerving thy Laws, and exalt- 
thy Praiſe. I am made whole ; make me 
al o ſtrictly watchful over my ſelf; that I fin 
no more, leaſt a worſe Thing come unto me. 

Let the Conſideration of the weak Condition 
J have been in, have fuch Influence upon my 
Mind, as that I may not dare to ne * 
er 


ful kow- frail I am, and how unable to Rand 


the Shock of another 'Sickneſs'; 'whenſoever 
thou ſhalt ſend it, and to apply my ſelf in the 


mean Lame to dg Tt wan be oP too 
late 5 I hat doe. Let no one Sin ever 


have Dominion over me, nor any Temptation 
prevail againſt me, and make me regardleſs of 
the inclilpenſable Obligations I ffand in to 
Thee, my moſt loving Saviour and Deliverer. 
Work in me both to will, and to do of thy 
good Pleaſure. And whilſt thou ſeeſt fit to 
continue. me here, let every Day thou addeſt 
to my 

In mg f thine everlaſting Glory. Grant 
this.” O Father, for Jeſtis Chriſt's Sake, our 
only Mediator and Redeemer. | Amen, 
ml 
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Pc the Lord, 


O my Soul, and forget not 
) all his Benefits. Who redeemeth thy Life 
from Deſtruction, and crowneth thee with 
Mercy and Loving: kindneſs. I called upon 
the Lord in my Diſtreſs, and thou heardeſt 


© + 


me, and anſweredſt my Requeſt. Thou haſt 


inclined thine Ear to me, and art become my 
3 Salvation. 


wry. bring me 4 Step nearer to the 
88 
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are eee, Ma 
with thy Praiſe. And may my Graticude far- 
1 . forth it ſelf by an univerſal Obe- 


dience to th e Ser VT 


our . 
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"0 che bleiſed 3 pd; 1 + 
King of Kings, and 5 of 5 who 

Bath Immortality, dwelling. in that 
one! which no Man can approach, unto, 
32 no Man hath ſeen, nor can . be Ho- 
nour, and ower c ewerlting. en WE. 


pon ſending for the Piyſcien 


| O Moft Pn Lord God, on whom is 
all my Dependance,, and of whoſe abun- 
dant Mercy it 5 that I am no in the Land 
'of the Living, though at preſent in a weak 
and lanquiſhing Condition; Cor, though at pre 
ſent. ſeized with Sickneſs,] ſuccour and relieve 
me for thy Mercies Sake. I am deſirous to 
make uſe of ſuch Means as thou haſt appoint- 
ed, in order to a Recovery, that I may 
ſeem any Way to light thar Life, thou haſt 
condeſcended to beſtow upon me, and hither- 
to to continue to me. And foraſmuch as thou 
haſt ordain d the Phyſician for the Benefit, of 
thoſe who languiſh under any bodily Diſtem- 
per, 1 have reſolv d to t his Skill i in $i to 
Al Cure. But my chief Hope is in Thee. O be 
thou Helper; for without Thee vain is the 
ew Man. Dire th th 7. Servant to what 
may be proper for my Caſe ; and lerthy Bleſ- 
ng accompany his Preſer iptions; 5 aud 81 
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Succeſs to them. All the moſt efficacions Me- 
thods of Cute are nothing of themſelves, nor 
can work farther than thou impowereſt them. 
To thee' therefore 1 Addreſs 


efore ! addreſs my” ſelf for thy 
Coneurretice with'them. Ik is but with thee 


to ſpeak thee Word, and thy Serbant fhall be 


heal d. Oh may it pleaſe tlie to iſſue out thy 
Command, and it ſhall not be in Vain that f 
am about to uſe che Means that all be di- 
tected. But never permit me to put my Truſt 
in whatſoever Medicine, but only in thy Bleſ- 
ſing, withont which all inferior Aſſiſtance will 
be ouncb of no Advantage. Thou art the great 
Phyſician that alone can ſt effectually remove 
all my Maladies. And all other Helps are but 
Inſtruments in thy Hand, that work accord- 
ing to thy good Pleaſure. Be thou with me, 


1 


to guide and aſſiſt, to bleſs and proſper them, 


to thine own Glory, and the Welfare of thine 
unworthy Servant, who here moſt humbly 
ſues to thee for Pity, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


= Vpon taking of Phyſick. 
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of all Conſolation, our only Help in 
Time of Need; I moſt humbly ſupplicate thy 


0 Toe the Father of Mercies, and God 


Favour, to thy Faithful Servant labouring un- 


der thy Correction. Lay no more upon me, 


than thou wilt enable me to bear. Conſider 
my feeble mortal Conſtitution, and proportion 
my Diſtemper to my Strength, that I may 
know how to bear it, with a true Chriſtian 
Patience and Reſignation to thy Divine Will, 
Hear my Complaints, and remove the Cauſe 
of them; as ſhall ſeem to thee moft a 
„„ | or 
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7288 fon mene Suns 2 Bledling to what. Lnow ad 
order 8d, a Recorery ot my loſt Healch; By 
„ vouchlafg of thy: great Mer: 


cy bee r n —— 
to Ant me See and 


here oo xg 3 2 =, Ae r e 125 

ing Life with T thy holy gels and 
Saints in the World to e eee our 
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f A and Evprlsſtieg God: 1 


am, and whom L have heartily -.defired 
to ſerve with Reverence and Godly: Fear; 
though T am grieved to think with what 
great Weakneſs and Imperfection I have dont 
it. Theſe my Failings I lament and bewail 


before * And andert more my Right Sins 


Ke I put my whole 


and Iniquitids, have highly pro- 
vok d thee againſt 1 own Soul. I heartily 
deteſt and renounce. them all, meſt —— 
beſeeching thee not to caſt me off by ceaſe 
of them. Hearken not to their G agginiſt 
me, but to my bleſſed Saviour s, Interceſſion 
for me: Waſh them all away with his moſt 
precious Blood, that they may neither appear 
againſt me to my Shamè and Sorrow here in 
this World, nor to my eternal Condemtition 
in the other. Conſider my 9 
cept my Tears, aſſwage m 
ſeem to thee moſt expedient for —2 Andios 
aſmuch as I put my fall Truſt only inch 


Mercy, 


Ph Ae or, thy: Direction 


Fear; 
be wail 
r Sins 
pro- 
artih 


take ANC e ie take rk 
through. the Me 


he on, Jeſe 
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Mercy, | impute not to me my 33 Tran 


reſſions; but ſtrengthen me with thy bleſſed 
pirit; and whenſoever thou art plead to 
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tion, * Hope * Benet by his Minty 3 
i San am to look Wan 
. deſ 1 ine, this, World. wk T with 
the profounde ity. entreat iry, 
O Lord, in ordet wo Other. And mae 
5 50 remains * able Means of Cure for 
Sr I condeſcend to take 
hk Soul nto thy Hands, and eure it. of 
the Guilt that yet adheres to it, and fave it 
for thy Mercies Sakes. If thou wilt thou can'ſt 
yet / raiſe me up, and grant me a longer Con- 
tinuance here. But Fang; as in all Ap- 
pearance the Time of my Diſſolution draw- 
eth near, beſtow, upon me thoſe holy and hea- 
renly, Qualifications, which may fit me for my 


Wi 


approa Change... 2 grey: Root of 
Bitterneſs out of in Mind. Reſcue.me from 
the Power, and defend . [ara all the 
Wiles. of the Devil. Mortify all the Remain- 


ders of the Old Man in COPE 3 me 
perfectly in the Inward Man, - Quicken, im- 
prove, and. increaſe every Spark of, Grace 
that is in me; and make me to be ſuch before 
thou calleſt me hence, as deſire to be thence. 


forward to all Eternity, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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L Fe oe e, Then 
haſt purchaſed me to thy ſelf; ſuffer me not 
to fall ſhort of all that Happineſs thou diedſt 
to procure for me. Withdraw not —— 
from me at my laſt Hour, hen I have the 
3 Need of it, and müſt be everlaſting- 
y ruin d without it. Let no the Enemy have 
any Advantage againſt me in my Extremity, 
nor the Wicked approach to hurt me. Give 
thy holy Angels Charge over me, that they 
may conduct me ſafely through the Valley, d 
Death, and bring mę to 2 — everlaſting 
Kingdom; that there I may ſing inceſſant 
Hallelujahs, with the bleſſed Choir of Saite 
and Angels for evermorè. Amn 
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Riegen God, mercitl and gracious, Wha 
D great ons haſt thou 1 5 for them 
that love thee; Such as Eye has not ſeen, nor 
Ear heard, and it has not enter d into the 
Heart of Man to conceive? Oh that I mar 
be admitted to taſt of ſuch incomparable Blet- 
ſedneſs! It will be a happy Exchange for me 
to leave this World, and all its mean, tranſi 
tory Enjoyments, for the ineſtimable Glories 
that are promis d at thy right Hand. In fim 
Hope and ExpeRation whereof I commend 


my Soul into thy Hands, O Tord, thou God 


1 1 
. 1 
a” I 


of Truth. Amen. Even ſo come Lord Jeſus. 
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H 224% oy 2. — deliver we: Pry 
us Chriſt, merci [$ovienr 
—— in e all —— 
me never be confonnded.-O bliſſed Feſu, I 1 vo tber 
"for" Morey. Any, O Lord, aui Foy of 'my 
\ Sinsz 1 wwhar — — bumbly leg of thee: 
1 met O God itbhe Fuiber Sun, and Holy 7 
＋ me and ee ee Three Perſons, 
"a Morcy upon me. 6 "| Receive! 
Soul into "hy et ' Hyd! for thy Mercier &. 


Angels and bleſſed a N Gorll; bear me; und 
be merciful to me. Into thy Hands I commend my 


8 ou ACE ate. me OL ord, thou 


For thoſe about the fk Poon. 


ND Of; 24074] 
N S. Thou O. Zod, 4. t . us 


_ thy Creatures, — ally mul- 
2 — ing: kindneſſes towards us from 


run zus to be loving and kind to each 
other; and deſire our Neighbour's Welfare as 
our oαãn ; In an humble Imitation of this:.th 
Soodneß, and Obedience to thy Command, 
I here beg Leave to ſupplicate —— Fa tour in 
Behalf of all thoſe who attend about my Bed, 
or have in any Reſpect the: Trouble of alliſting 
me, now that I know not how to take Care of 


Sbod cha they have dome for me. Be Wich 
G g them 


- Place it in thy beavenly\Ringdom; among thy Bel, 


N Day, and Year to Year, and haſt | | 


my ſelf. 7 Recompence tiiem, O'Loddz!allthe 
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Children, and other] my near a 


ws 7 


them whenſoever they ſhall come to be in the 
ſame helpleſs Condition they now ſeę 27 8 

And furniſh them at that Time With ſuch t 
der-hearted and careful Friends, ſuch affectio- 
nate Relations, and ſuch Aſſiſtance of all 
Finds, that they may not wart any of theſe 
neceſſary Helps, which I have receiv'd from 
Them. And in the mean Time grant that hy 
ſeeing me in this helpleſs weak Eſtate, they 
miay be ſo effectually admoniſſid of their own 
Mortality, that they may learn forthwith to 
apply themſelves; to the working out their 
Salvation with Care and Diligence, and ſo 
may be always prepar d ſor Sickneſs; or Death, 
This I beg for them all, through geſus Chriſt 
our Lord and anly Saviour. Amen. 8 
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Oe God Almighty, who dwelleſt-in 
che higheſt Heavens, and yet humbleſt 
thy ſelf ro behold thy worthleſs Creatures 
here below; and diſpenſeſt thy Bleſſings among 
them, as ſeems beſt to thine infinite Wiſdom; 
1 praiſe thee for the conſtant Experience 1 
have had of thy great Goodneſs to me all my 
Life long. And now that l am going the Way 
df all Fleſh; and muſt be ſpeedily gather d to 
my Fathers, I not only deſire to retain to m 
laſt Breath, a thankful Remembrance of this 
thy Loving - kindneſs; but beg Liberty alſo at 
the ſame Time to intercede with thee. for 

- thoſe I leave behind me; for (my Wife and 
nd debt Balz 

125 | tions. 
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tions. "Take ther all into thy Protection, 
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Life and Godlineſs Be a Father to che Fa- 
therleſs, and a Husband to the Widow! XII 
their Wants are open to 
them be ſupplied by thy Power and Goodneſs. 
Keep them as the Apple of thine Eye. Pre- 


thy Knowledge, let 


ſerve them under the Shadow of thy Wings. 


And let no Evil come nign their Dwelling. 
Thy Bleſſing is incomparably the moſt deſi- 
rable Portion I can leave them; let not that 
de wanting to them. But beſtow upon them, 
I beſeech thee, all Bleſſings Spiritual and Tem- 


poral in Chriſt Jeſus. Am m. 


# 


 PLeſsthenvin their Bodies, and: bleſs them 
LI in their Souls; Bleſs them in the Basket, 
and in the Store, in their Going out, and in 
their Coming in, and all chat they put their 


Hands urto But above all, bleſs them with 
the choiceſt: Spiritual Bleſſings; with a pure 


Heatt, and a ſound Mind gduith a Contempt 


of the World, and a ſure Truſt in Thee; with 


2 grateful Senſe of ene and a Su 
fu n 

and a Care to per orm it; with the Afliſtance 
Spirit; and Life everlaſting, : through 


owledge of thy Will, 


of thy 
Jeſus Chriſt thy. Son our Lord. Am 
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moſt humbly beſeech thee for thy Son's 
ſake Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, have mercy upon 


me, and ſuccour me in theſe terrible Al- 
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Heavenly and moſt merciful Father, 1 


yg ad [Tempriitions * Fa Devil. Pell 
- ver my Soul from all his Power and Craft. 
Send me ſtrength from above, that I may r. 
rain my Integrity, may reſiſt the Enemy, and 
tand edlalk in this Day of Tryal. Be thou 
- my ſtrong Rock and Caſtle of Defence; that 
being preſerved through thy Grace and Af 
ſiſtance, Imay continue as I have promiled, 
and as thou mayeſt juſtiy expect me to be, 
hy: faithful Souldier and Servant unto my 
Life's: End, This I beg, G.TLord, chrougb 
-the Merits, and for TI of thy dear Son 
Song Chriſt Soni, | 
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| . 
Ear me, O Lord; for Ani 
1 neſs is comfortable. Turn thee unto 
«according to the Multitude of thy Meraicy,apt 
hide not thy Face fram thy Servant, when Lam 
in Trouble: Oh! haſt thee, and hear me, draw 
- nigh unto my Soul, | and: fave. it; Qh. deliver 
me from my ubtle and outrageous ene 
Lord, my God; lighten mine Eyes, that ! 
sleep — in Death; leaſt mine Enemy fay | 
have prevailed againſt him. If I be caſt down, 
«xhoy: that trouble me will. rejoice at it. But 
my. Truſt is in thy Mercy, and my Hear: 
joyful in thy. Salvation: Oh let 2 
wanting to me; but hearken to me, and 
ne at all Times, but more el c 15 
preſent Ae ith che yo 
of Souls; and give me Ca praiſe and 
— the Name of thee my Lord God tor 
ok ever apa Are bnglylnuwngþt = 
v4 


Aide IT 4£ a"; 1 75 
* 1 161 : 2 130 * * Irn 4 1. MESS "At 


* FED iu Wang 10 4. 1% Terk} ei XJ G61 
$3 4 2 — 
4 f — 54 1 I” * 1. TD IP 134 141 4 1 1001 Law * I 
„nn 1 1 
* 1 — 


. K OST 0 — — s e — GG — ů 3 erent . 


0 — lingua me to be eri "yy 
J Miah of o many and great Dangers, 
that by reaſon of the Frailty uf my Nature, 
I cannot always ſtand upright y Grant me ſuch 
Strength and Protection as may ſapport me in 
all Dangers, and carry me thr all Temp - 
rations, I, _ Clicift'our Lord. Amen. 
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Lmig . a rightedns. God; who 
T : fear i the Hearts, and trieſt che 
"I Reink and rendereſt to g one tzccording 
8 his Doin Ss; take Pity upon — a guilty 
NNN $5 E400 eo pre ſume upon 
GN An Affection bag 
ay kind 0 Sin. Mr know thy Clemen | 
ompaſſton are infinite, and thou art 
hs poop bit a returning Prodigal. "And Dy 
cannot? — #1 thy — welt | 
my qualified'fot it. But my only: Danger, 
leaſt my Sins have made too great a Separa- 
tion, betwirt thee and thy Poor Creature, 
for mer to hope any longer for thy Favotir. 
Wherefore I humbly pray thee, to diſcover 
me Wiebe my ſelf; anch if there be any Wa 
of Wiekedneſt yet remaining im me; purge it 
away, that I may be a fit Object of thy Fa- 
therly Commiſeration. Permit me not to en. 
courage my ſelf in a groundleſs Reliance up> 
on thy /Favour, whilft in the mean Time I 
am really" ung valified for ite Bur teach me 
ſeriouſſy and ipartialtf/rocianaine my Heart 
and Ways; before” I venture to paſs ſo eaſy 
a Sentence upon my ſelf. Let nor thy Pa- 
tience to ur work in me an Expects . 
= 1 e * Gg 3 go JOY (it * tion 
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tion if futufe Happineſs, upon van 4175 
Terms than thoſt of the Goſpeb; chat fo I 
may be induced to ſtudy, how moſt effectual· 
ly-:to. make my Calling and Election ſure; 
and to this End may ſet my ſelf conſcien- 
ciouſſ and univerſally to obſerve thy Com- 
mandmenrs. all the Days of my. Life. Help 
me to reform all that is amiſs in me, and to 
make ſuch a Progreſs in Holineſs, as that I 
may ieh) defend Upon” eee dere and 
Kindneſs to me here in this World, and may 
be for ever Happy with thee in the other, 
through th Merits of Jeſus Chrift my only 
daviour and Redeemer. Am 
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I'thy 


have had ſuch abundant Tryab oft; and after 
all the gracious Promiſes thou haſt made to 
thoſe who ask any Thing according to thy 
Will. Xet 1 muſt confeſs, that Feat, anda 
horrible Dread, have taken hold of me, leaſt 
my Portion ſhould be amongſt the Reprobate, 
ho are to be puniſhed with everlaſting De- 
ſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
from the Glory of his Power. This Thought 
ſtrikes me to the Heart, and I am not able to 
beat up under the Weight of it. Do thou 
therefore ſupport me with the Comforts of 
chy Holy Spirit. Speak Peace to-my-diſcon- 
ſolate Soul, and aſſure me thou art reconciled 


— 


to me in the Son of thy Love ; that thou art 
2 


Fas og PIE 


as, a a 


be. r Reward./ hereaf 

6. M7 e great Reward hereafter 
Fug theſemy Doubts and-Fears, And 10 b 
diſpoſe my Mind and confim my Truſt et 


thee, as that a Remembrance of my Sins may: 


never ineline me to deſpait of thy KRindneſs, 


but on the other Hand may drive me to my 


Saviour, ta ſue for his Inteceſſſon in my Be- 
half, and may put me upon an indefatigable 
Aztendanee; upon Ren to capa- 
citate me for à ſure Confidence in his . 
ſuͤffeient Merits and Mediation. Do not on 
pardon all my Tranſgreſhons i for his Sake, that 
ſo I may be for ever happy in thy Heavenl 
Kingdom, but convince me in the mean Time | 
as; thou haſt done it, for my Satisfaction and 
Comfort, vlſt I remain here below. I loo 
upon it am one of Satans Stratagems, to pur 


me out of Heart, that he may prevent mx 


earneſt Endeavours to pleaſe Thee. Do thou 
therefore enable me to Fęject this and all other 
his Motions/ and ſo to betake m ſelf ig an] 
for Relief, and ſo to ee Holy LA 
as that thou mayeſt cauſe thy Face to ſhine 
graciouſly upon me, and make me to rejoice 
in thy Favour, both now 2 3 
rough Jeſus Ghrif out. Dodd. 
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| Merciful God; ) whe, Erde Sir of Man 


Sickneſs in order to it; behold) my 
languiſhing Eſtate, and extend t kd ah 


me. Thou ſeeſt to how low a Condition 12 


reduced; and what will become me, none 
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atecked ms to call upon 


to contend with a long Diſeaſe; 
to conſider: my Infirmiry, and in thy due Time 


| 7 8 thou art n 
and haſt 


art full of Mercy abd Com 


er in the Day uf 


Trouble. This encourages me to cry to cher 


pon for Help; when I am not able to help my! 


Let me, O Lord; ſee the Label of an 


, — — Critics) am alt thy Dealings with meg 


and more pa articularly im thb Exerciſe. of my 


Patience. Ido mot repineiattit, but:acknows!! 
ledge to thy Pralſe, that myi Sins have loudly! 


called for it and that thoulof very faichfak- 
— haſt claſed me to be trouble! / Leritſis 
Goslidefasen make me truly ſenſible: of th 
Kindneſs] and not only :conterned,- but thanks! 
felfor fuckiithy? Proceedinigntowards“ mèe, in 
hope that che Sickneſs ofi my'Bady may be 
for the Health of my"Soul and may be 


Means of promoting Salvation in che Day: 
| of our” N 7 Chi if Yrs 
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ry Perl, thou knoweſt the Evailey: of wy / na 

tural \Contimition, and how: unfit Tam! 


ab CARES 


be:encreated 


to relieveme, leaſt my Patienge be at lengtü 
tired out, _ ſo fall under thy heavy Dil 


leaſt Wirz, Be not 1 to. mark 5 a 


d 
ene OURS erty e e e 
untengnce, I am in- 


with the Joy of thy | 
3 at why Diſpo fats cauſe all Things to 


Es My Good. that whether k 


Life, or Death, I may glorify thy holy Nane 


1 Nn rr e Seren N Lond Amen. 


1 
>» 3 
#17 Yi . 
4 4 ** : as. 
wx o% « * TESTS I 11 „% oe 2 7 FS, ty 9 OBS 
; 1 3 * 8 2» 0 5 * 
4 8:4 ld 1 12399310, e en rie 
o LW „ > — De = - * * "8 | W 9 + * 3 a 7 12 5 * 
- F * 
* * 33 . N 5 * 
1 * * 1 1 * — f 932 £ x 
wo ! +4. {+ £3 % LK» J bo N — 4 . 
* * * F 4 — * a { 5 L * * * U A. 5 * * x . Go” > 
"3 fi | 
„ s a 
* 
822 — 


* D 
— 


netdaiup bug; Feabnl⸗ gabe N or genbod 


| $4. Sf 1 #7. FIG EN 
Oy 1 Ira l e to fü vs 
In n At 1 1 7 162 N 8 nwo . ne 
W juſt gn beg 1 deen 
2 not afflict wilihdly: n or gr e Chil-:; 
dten of Men; eee W 
from the in this my! | 


| e 
b and ag Con- 
5 Phine 
1 
ole [ 


SADR ſtick fäft in me; and” 
nths, 


fore? I am made to 
#Þ Days of Went — 
weariſome "_ ghts are aal to me. When 
I lie down IMuay the 
Night de PO W IPS a Frans be 
and fro unto the Dawning of the Day. I am 
feeble: and ſbieiſchitaſ; I have! roared fory 
the very Diſquietneſt of my Heart. My — 
4 


rows are enl my Wound is great, 
my. Soul is full of Trouble. nd Ehaveinons! 


to ſeek toi fer 4 Mi tion of my Pains, but 
to thee, Or Lord. i freely oma Suffering 
to be far leſs: than L have deſetvedii And that 
they have not been far works than they: | 
is purely of thy "Gone, — ſince- 
they pierce deep; ard ars become. almoſt too 
nes for A, bee hho made E. pany 
e for g thee" 
me accortting con Iniquicies; but to ſpare” 
me for thy Mereies fake. Badue me wink 
that Patience; which may enable me vad 
to ſubmit to aky Chaſtifemenit, and that hearty 
Repentande for all my Sins, which may in- 
vite thee to put a End to my. Correction: 
Lay no more upon me chat thæu wile'capaci- 
— me to beat. M Soul melteth away for 
very. Heavmeſs 3- comfort then me, and ler 
thy loving Mercy" come ume me O Lords; 
according. to thy Word. "Hoary: Volco — 
cor 
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| 0 Give Thanks unte dee Lord, for he fle. 
TLeailech upon the Lord im my Neceſſity, and 


ina a great Meaſure brought me out of my 


What ſhall L return unto thee, | O Lord, for 


ln ved rn Lees b ned ren 

me as thou art won 

thy Rod CANES em 

and my own r Sanctify it to me 
rt of it, and am A 800 

is; and, when its 


Aland Oh chat ib may: long 
q 121 ing) .xemove it from me, I thee, 


a freſh Oc 75 to rejoice in thy: 
1 5 hy through Je '4 iſt our ble 


E 
ſed Aa and dee ee en and] 
uy * Ort! 22 Og: OUR © iB Cat f 20! "I its ul 
20 * of Za 1 off] and 
on Alt | aro! 2 eng 198 
>. 4 * . 42 0 4 Hines 87; . 0371 ; on Dis Wor! 


 cidQs, and His; Mercy endureth for even 


pr gent heard me, and granted à Relaxation 
of my — Even as a Father pitieth his a 
Children, f ois the Lord merciful: unto them 
a banking: He knowerh whereof we are 
made, he remembreth that we are but Duſt, 
and cannot ſubſiſt, much leſs enjoy any Com- 
fort or Eaſe, withour his Providence tx: 
king: Cure bis e e 0 
graeious and may my Soulꝭ and all that is 
within me, laud and praiſe thee for the com- 
fortable I 7 in my ſelf, and the 
Eaſe and * bans thou haſt granted me. 
The: Sorrows of my Heart ere — but 
now it is far otherwiſe with me. Thou halt 


Trouble, which lay ſo — upon me and 
forced me. to make my Complaint to thee. thee. 


Il the Benefits that thou haſt done unto me? 
will * the Cup of Salyation, and 1 


bes 12 5 55 e 1 5 1 og, to Day. 
While l live et, I praiſe the, Torts 1 2 as. 
long as I have;my. Being, I will ſin 101 taiſes to 

ge, O God. And in my LWill al- 
217 My 9057 1 A 1 25 e Jouch- 
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unto * for Relief, againſt that heavy 
preſſure that lies ſadly upon my Spirits at this 
Time. It is not without thy good Providence 
that ſo dreadful a Calamity has, befall n. me. 
And as it is thy Vaſication 1 wilkagly ſubmit 
to it, and ſhall 28 ſelf to . without 
the leaſt Repining or Diſcontent. . Though T 
am diſtreſſed, and greatly e vet 1 


know it is chy E and therefor rn 
with an unwearied Patience. Ira Se of my | 


own procuring, and 10 f have none to —— 
for it but myſelf, and thoſe mine Iniquities 
which have called for it. Righteous art thou, 
O Lord, juſt is thy Judgment. Yet with an 
unfeigned Reſignation to thy Will, I find my 
ſelf conſtrained to ſupplicate thee for the Re- 
moval of it in thy due Time, that ſo I may be 
better able to do thee. Service, than I am at 
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O5 Ecernal "God, thou Father of Lights 
from whom comes every good and 

fe& Gift, and who haſt promiſed to addon 
to thoſe that call upon thee im their Neceſſi- 
ties; Hear the Supplication of: thine Hand- 
maid, who feeb my: Travel 1 me, 
and cry unto these in — of my Soul. 
Watch over me f, Ns 1 Sins; 
and moderate n aim, E bleſſed 
will. As thou haſt given me 4 hn to con- 
ceive, grant me likewiſe Strength to bring 
forth, and that I may be a jo er of a 
ſor, of another] Child, 2 2 wich a ſound 


- perics : Body, compleat 8 all its 1 


with an Underſtanding capable _ —— 
01. thee and oy Ways, — with a Will diſpoſe 4 
"OW to love and fear thee. And gram; moreover, 
14 — it may live to ſerve thee uz and 
iulle do Good in its r through 
255 . Our e Amen. To] 5 900 %% bv * ; 
3 Fair — 8 1 * I 141 3 a3 
"ma Lora, aks WOE: Ih! 5 1 F Con 
ig'of os more I eee wy exertthy 
Ide, tren = or. my, y Fas at engt oyer- 
Lord whelm Ns] with. the. Neight of them. Oonſi- 


10 000 my Impote ENCY 4.4 „and ſupport and deliver = 
SY Be not A to me now chat Ttpu- 
ig "ble is hard; at Hand, Lor, lies heavy upon me,] 
„and L have none. — can: give mne Eaſes or 
00 1 but © thay fone ake me not hen 
my Strength h me, 


when my „ 


8 8 


— . Prager . 2 


nh —— bear the Boe "of my Sorrows 
without thy Aſſiſtance. * a Token upon 
/ me for good that Pe are: about me 
5 may ptaiſe thy Name, ant May tejbice to ſee 
that thou Lord, halt i For me, and com- 
' forted me, chrough our 5 5 Cheilt 

| to Wii 075 Dot 1 
#4 Trig © 0 S . 3 forty ©: N \ , 
net on Simo Mk od w has 19 
1 be my Sins, O Lord; mel 45 Out 
A all Inclination to Whatever Sort of 
Wickedneſs. And whenever thou ſhalt take 
either Nie, or the Child I labour of, out of 
this World; be graciouſty pleaſed to make us 
Partakers of thine everlaſting: Kingdom, for 
the Love of Jeſus Chriſt out Lord; to whem 
wich ther and the Holy Ghoſt i all Ho- 
k hour: nen now 780 ut you. Aalen 
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1 - "carried pas Cake y through the great Pain 
Ti and Peril ef Child- Birth. And now that I 
Wt laave recoverd ſome Meaſure of Sn 
=_ ter my hard Labour, I deſire to pay my m 


Mi humble Acknowledgments, and , unde 
ſt "Adoration; re chee my Saviour'and Deliveter! 
Lol Childten, and the Fruit of che Womb, 
Are an Heritage and Gift that cometh of the 
Lord. To tkee therefore be the Praiſe; that 
another Child is born into thie World, chat 
chou haſt preſerved me, its Mother, under the 
Sortows Wieh which I was encompaſſed; and 
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: chat chou haſt reſtored me to ſome Degree of 
"Health at proſiht, and stel me Hope: of 


unfeigned Love an ; 
1 may: Never: ceaſe to found. forth thy Praiſes, 
through a us Chriſt. Wed. Ae, e 


Health, as that I may be fiteed: to prai 


having, Ty as. Tie. "Go on, 


8 5 eſtabliſh! jc 5 ic 


0 le, nor onl With — 50 1 fr 5 


N 2 Holinefs and .Upriphtneſs of ny; 
all Reſpects. „ 2 0 65 


always upon my Mind; and dalle in me ſu 
d neg Ine ol to thee, Ale 


b > A8. vp 28d „„ AN; | 
O5 Aa to continue, encreaſe, and 
Fre i, 1 e un * 


Servants OY * may r\ liv "Hon: 


whoſe good Prone . it is that [ 110 | 


at all; to perfect what thou haſt chus — 
wrought” in me, and ſo to eftabliſt 


ht 
ſerve” thee and to preſerve me from 


Power of the Tempter, and the Corruption 


of mine own evil Heart, that I miſpend none 
of the Time thou granteſt me for better Pur- 
poſes, but my hot Study may be to obſerve 


thy Statutes, and to be every improving 
/ "Tod. me by th 


in my Obedience to them. 
Counſels here, and hereafter receive me into 
Glory, through ous! Lord J _ Cb. : * 
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| Hog, [this thi being boric Sin, and CHI ef 
= ah, it may be renewed and made & Qhil 
= | of tac Ce, and being: repeived into oven 
_—_ | ' -* be ſtedfaſt in Faith, joyful 
9 *hrotgh Hope; 1991 ted fn Chatfry; ad 
_ .- may 10 paſs thraiiph the Waveg of this-trou- 
—_—_ 1 Bo ne World, tha finally Lic“ ay come to 
1 | | nd of everlaſting le ede to⸗ rein 
15 0 wich thee, World CHO d, chrvpgh 
| ſus Chriſt thy Son, q "oY — 7 and & 
viour. A. 
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be 15 0 God, rs nerer failing Brouidenc 
—_ JJ): — all Things both in Heaven and 
13 | Earth, though thou haſt laid thy Hand — 
1 me, and caft me upon thei Bed: of $i 
1 dLyet nevercheleſs my: Hope is, and ſhellbe.in 
1 hee. Be zhownrlfo-Dotivercn, .and lr, 
Hi Diſtaſe whichiilies716 hard upon me. Spee 
Mi mme; Lbeſeech thee; andi take me not away 
—_— beſdte I am come to Vears:of Diſcrevion; ap! dor 
to a righe Underfiandibgs of ching jafini: Res 
ive. te me and che! Eove and Huy f che fes 
to thee, May it pleaſe thee to reftore me to 
my former Health; lind give me Grace to _ 
ſpend hat Time thou ſhalt allow. me Per, * 
-: roithole, great Ends for which don ee reef 
[ 2 S take me to thy ſelf into hoe 3 5 | 
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0 Gs, und be merciful Ae 
me; 2 


h remember not the Sins and Of- 
fences of my! Vonth; but accordig 15 to thy 
Mercy, think thön upon me, O Lor 


whole; or if thou ON me "Hence, thou 
canſt make me happ "Diſpoſe of me as ſhall 
ſeem "beſt in” thy She - and prepare me, I. 
beſegch thee, for win foever thou deſigneſt for 
me. Thou art m Helper and Redeemer: 
MARS as N Mk © O my" God. 1 


7's a 2 127 5 
43 #1} ks 4 — 1 8 5 . 


TY eve 1 850. FR 
85005 ls to me has been wonder ful; in 
giving me a Being, i in preſervin me hitherto, 
in ſupplying me with the Neceffaries of this 
ife; but eſpecially, and above all, in giving 
thine only egotten and dearly beloved Son 
to become Incarnate, and Suffer, and Die in 
my ſtead, to open a Paſſage for me to ano: 
ther and better State. And thqugh thy Hand 
lies heavy, u n me at preſent, I cannor doubt 
but it is in er ercy, and for my ood. For which 
Reaſon Ibeſeect "thee ro ſandtify 1 it to mes that 
it may be a Means of weaning m Affections 
from this ſhort Life, and its tranſitory Enjoy- 
ments, which I plainly ſee, are utterly unable 
to preſer ve: either Life, or Health, when 
thou calleſt for it; and muſt certainly leave 
thoſe in a hopeleſs Condition, who: have no- 
thing better to truſt to. Lec it alſo make me 
truly ſenſible of the real Value of that Healch 
I now want, and of all the other Bleflings 
8 (3 - + thou 


for 05 
Goodneſs. If thou wile, thou canſt make me 
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| tow late. Fam at this Time in the Prime of 


as an Deren doing thee, farther Ser- 
u 


vice, and ay 
to be in a greater Readineſs for Death, th 


thoſe that are going down to the Grave; an 
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thou haſt given me to partake of, and put me 
upon perfecting my Repentance, before it 


my Age and Strength, but as eaſily to be cut 
down by thy Hand, as che Graſs by the Hand 
of the Mower. Suffer me not to ſet my Af. 
fections upon any Thing here below, but up- 
on the eternal Enjoyment of thee, and thine 
ineſtimable Rewards in Heaven, nor to 
reckon upon the wonted Vigour of my Age, 
but upon my preſent Inability, and the Nears 
neſs I am poſſibly in to Death, and a ſutute 
State. Teach me a perfect Submiſſion to thy 
holy Will, that I may Account of Life, only 


e it, whilſt continued to me, 


whenſoever that comes, I may receive it 
Simmons without Surprize, and may willing- 
Iy r all that I have here, to depart and be 
with Chriſt, which is far better. My Time 
at beſt is ſhort; but if thou art pleaſed to make 
it ſhorter than might have been expected, h 

taking me away in the Midſt of my Days, 

commit my ſelf into thy Hands, p do with 
me as ſeemerh thee good. Dy 1 beſeech 
thee, remove me not hence, rill thou ſhalt 
have 'firted me for a better and more laſting 
State, through Jeſas Chriſt my only Saviour 
rener. Aww.) 77 


Wx, One-hat is grown Old. 


FY Life, O Lord, draws towards 2 Coh- 
1 cluſion; and I ezſteeth my felf as one dt 


233 ; 
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conſidering the Xears 1 have already lived, 


all Men. Beſideès, t nels is a freſh Me- 
mento ta me, to put me in Mind of the totte- 
ring State of my earthly Tabernacle, and that 
I know. not how ſpeedily it may poſſibly be 


that my Peace be made with thee, before 


diſſolx d. Wherefore my great Care is to 5 | 


go thither, whence there is no Returning. Help 
ly, : 


me, 1 beſeech thee, to do it © ſucceſsfully, a: 
that I may always have my Loins girt and my 


Lamp burning, and be like thoſe who wait = 


for the; coming of the Bridegroom, in a Ręea- 
dineſs whenſoever rhou ſhalc call for me, her 
ther it be at the Cock-crowing, or the Morn- 
ing, or perhaps this very Evening. Let thy 


* 


Time be mine, that whenever Death appears, 


it may not find me unprepar d to receive it as 
thy een to conduct me hence. In a 
long Courſe 


verably undone without 


| thy Pity. But with 
thee, 'O Lord, there is M 


ercy that thon 


mighteſt be feared; and with thy Son is plete 

teous Redemption. For his Sake forgive ma 

all my paſt Tranſgreſſions, and enable me to 

ſpend wllat little of my Life is yet e. 

in thy Fear, and wy Glory. Cleanſe an 
7 3 


purify 


ſe of many Years, Thave committed 
Multitudes of Sins, whereby I have contracted 
a heavy Load of Guilt; and muſt be irreco- 


purity me, that * may have n no ccercify | 198 Gul 
1 to me, to make me afraid of my latter 

5 5 Strengthen me by thy Grace and holy 
Ba Spirit to, fight out the, good Fight of. 7 
that continuing thine to the if 395 being 

1 ichful whillt L live, I. may. be.ete ally ſaved 

after Death, through the M 0 "Fe us Chriſt 
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L N eg 1 Hely Lord 80 * * who 
IC. would'ft. not any; ſhould, Ys but that 
all ould come to Repentancg. Be merciful 
| az me a guilty Sinner,. who; have dong. neg- 
- let ed my Duty:to.thee, and mins own: main | 
Torch: till my Sins ate gone.over m Head, 
Ark as a fore Burden, too, heavy for ine to 
=_ eh org Wie into Judgment with thy Ser. 
q 0 vant ; fo rc Sight ſhall. no N Brin be 
bel  Juftified., And if no . an. not the belt" of 
N Men, and the maſt righteous, wach ebf 0. vie 
1 Sinner as I have been. Lbaye proyokd thy 
1 | ivine. Majeſty, by. a long Series: of Wicked- wi 
Wl neſß, for 9 850 thou mighteſt. juſtly. have long ws 
{ Ik ince cut me off, and given me my Portion WW ſer 
{Ys amongſt the Devils and damned Spirits. But all 
bleſſed be thy Name, thou haſt "exerciſed 1 ot 
great deal of Patience and Long- ſuffering £0- ö 
wards me. And I hope it is not in vain, that dir 
thou haſt thus graciouſly born with me. For FR 
am now fully convinc'd. of my own Folly, ; 
and the Evil of my Ways, and do repent, and 
abhor my ſelf i in Duſt and Aſhes. D9 nap, thou 
abhor. me too, nor ſhut up chy Bowels ; 
Compallion from me. i Bebo, me 10 45 
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Sinner, but as one for whom Chriſt has 4 
and den Hearty gh 


ved f af 

ifobedience, and earneſt de Wk 
thy Pardon. and of Gracè to walk more ho- 
lily for the future. It is much too long that I 
have deferr d my Amendment and Reſforgta- 
tion but by thy Bleſſing and Aſſiſtancs, Lam 
fully reſolv d to do it flo longer. Help me to 
put theſe good Reſofurions in Practice, red 
nouncing al my moſt betbvet Sins, and eat: 
neſtly endeavouting to be npright aud uf 
blameable in all Manner of Converſation”; 
that: to Day; whilſt it is called to Day, Tmay 
hear ith/ Voice, and never more dare to 
harden my Heart againſt it. L know not what 
a Day may+bring forth zoand for this Reaſon 
am fidt willing to truſt 't@'To-morrow, \whett 
EET be roo late for me to chink*of 

epentihg to Salvation. Turn thou meg good 
Lord, rand ſo ſhall 1 bebturned; but do it, Þ 
deſeech these immediately and our of Hand 
Turn me from all mine Iniquities, and make 
me to ſerve thee acceptably with Reverente 
and godly Fear,” Make me heartily 'aſhamed 
of my Undutifulneſs and Diſobediencehither- 
to, that I ſhould have dared to offend ſo good - 
and gracious a God, and ſtir up my Heart ro 
ſerve thee better for the future, that deny ing 
all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, I may live 
righteouſſy, ſoberly, and godly in this preſent 
World. Looſe me from all the Bonds of: my 
Sins; and conduct me to everlaſting Life; 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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ſtead of it a Heart of Fleſh, 
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SGainſt thee, O Lord, have I ſinned, and 
dene Evil in thy Sight; and what ſhalll 

o ſay unto thee ? I deſite to be deeply: hum. 
bled, for all my undutiful Carriage towards 
thee. But to my Shame I find; that Lam not 


— 


er 
4 181 
1» 
1 


fo duly. affetied with my Guilt and Folly, 


25 L ought to be. I have highly offended thee, 
14 miſerably endanget d my own Salvation; 
nd though I ſee and know this, yet E ſind by 
Ga Experience, that IL am nor ſo throughij 
grieved at the Sight of my Sins, as were to be 


wiſtd, and as I truly deſire to be. I hope 


there is no Sin that has its full Dominion over 

e none that I do not unfeigned] y Ton and 
79 to ſhake off, and free my ſelf from it, 1b 
far as J ſhall be able. As I alſo moſt eatneſtij 
dere and beg the Fotgiveneſs of them ill. 
Only Lam conoern'd and amaz d that I ſhould 


not be more ſenſibly griev d at the Confideras 
tion of them. Touch my Soul, O bleſſed 


Ln 


with ſuch an affecting Perception of my 
edheſs that I may continually. lament 
and bewail it, that Rivers of Tears may run 
down mine Eyes, becauſe J have not kepe chy 
Law, and I may mourn.in ſecret for my Trant- 
vreſkons, may confeſs mine Iniquities, and be 
more heartily ſorry for my Sin, even with a Sor- 
row that may bring forth a Repentance to Sal- 
vation, that is never tabe repented of. O Lord, 
who cauſedſt Water to flow out of the Rock of 
Stone, break this ſtony Heart of mine, or ra- 
cher take it away from me, and give me in- 
capable of thoſe 
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Impreſſions, that à guilty Conſcience is wont 


to make upon a returning Penitent, Make me 
to loath my Sins, and my ſelf becauſe of them; 

d to humble my ſelf before thee, and in the 
moſt ſubmiſſive manner to ſupplicate thy Grace 
and holy Spirit, to lead me in the Way of Life, 
and never to give aver till I ſhall have obtain d 
2 Bleſſing, ues eld Chriſt dur Lord; 
Han bil bas amt in 6 i e 
' .\» Upon 4 Relapſe into in, 
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Lord my God, I know not how to lift 
CY up mine Eyes unto Heaven, but am for- 
ced with the humble Publican, to ſnite upon 
my Breaſt, and call upon thee to be merciful 
to me a Sinner, when I reflect how highly 1 
have provoł d thee againſt mine own Soul. 1 
have ſinned againſt thee from Time to Time, 
and aggravated my Sins with many heinous 
and dreadful Circumſtances, whereby to ren- 
der them fo. much cke more provoking. And 


„ 9 
% 


though I have refolv'd, and promis d, and 


vow'd an Amendment, yet have I broken my 
Faith, and relapſed into my former Guilt, and 
thereby cur my-ſelf off from all Right to thy 
Promiſes. And what can I now plead for my 
ſelf? From the Bar of thy Juſtice I fly to the 
Throne of chy Mercy, beſeeching thee to be 
favourable to me, becauſe thou delighteſt in 
Mercy, and not let me be miſerable, though I 
have taken the ready Road to Milery. I have 
perverted my Ways, and run upon Deſtruction 
with my Eyes open. And though I cannot 
lay I have. quite forgotten thee my God, yet 
I muſt acknowledge to-my own Sorrow and 
Shame, that I have offended thee more hei- 
nouſly by ſinning againſt thee, when I knew 

| H h 4 | my 
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my ſelf in thy preſence, and 


what pernicious Conſequence tn ſelf, ant 


have ſinned againſt the Light of:che Go 


Amen. : 


convinced how' evil and bitter à Thing Sin is, 


profeſs d, and often Times raken the Su- 
crament upon it, that I would ſervꝭ thee faith. 
fally all my Days- My Conſcience accuſes 
me-; my Heart conde nin me; und thou who 
art greater than my Heart, and knoweſt af 
Things, may ſt juſtly ſtop thine Ears, when 1 
cry unto*thtegimehe | Ana wfimy Soul. I 
have ſinned againſt Heaven, and before thee; 
ati am no more worthy to be :call'd thy won 


and chine infinite Love to me againſt the 
Terror of chy Threateniggs and the Charms vf 
thy Mercy; againſt the: Rebukes of thy Spi- 
tit, and the Checks of my own Conſcience; 
againſt my ſolemneſt Vows and Engagements, 
and when I had fully purpos d an Amendments 
Yer is nat my Sin too great for thee to pardon 
br to remove from me, that L never more re- 
peat it. If thou wilt, thou can't make me 
whole again. And the more my Wickedneſß 
bas. abounded, the more therefore let thy 
Grace and Good- will abound. Alſolve 
From the Guilt, deliver me from the Power, cleanſt 
me from the Pollution, ſave me from the. Pu- 
niſiment, Y: this and all other my Offences, recon- 
cile me tothy ſelf here, and crown me wir 
immortal Glory hereafter, through Jeſus Chriſt 
thy Son our only Mediator and Redeemer. 
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1 L ape als e of. 11 1 Reling 
Tam no, or Have at any Time been. br p 


of > Let me never ave Cauſe t to repen 
thou haſt deftoß ">the ſame upon me. Woch 


ſafe me 10 Fe LN ishr Notioh, and'Efteem TR 
all an fs ges and Enjo EY that 
may Pere undder e e Power Of 


any of them, ber may Neon a uſe that Por- 
tion of them thou Sobre 43G me, with 

Temperanes,randSobriery,\.ah Chariry, for, 
the Time they are N o me, and with 

a ready Diſpoſitio of Mind to part with 

them, bro" — thou ſhalt ſee fir to ſtrip me, 
either of the whole, or of any Part of them, 
and with "ſuch Heavenly-mindediieſs; and an 
Eye ſo immoveably fi d, upen the uncon- 
eeivable Rewards of the other: State, that 1 
may never dare to ſet theſe in Competition 
with them Incline my Heart tö a"econſtane! 
Solicitude for another Life, and a Care to lay: 
up to my ſelf Treaſure in Heaven, by a g 
Improvement of Whatever I ehſoy here bes 
low. Grant I may never be highöminded, nor 
truſt in uncertain Riches, but in the living! 

God, who/ gives all Things, richly to enjoy, 

may be rich in good Works, ready to diſtri- 
bute, willing to communicate, and ſo may 
lay up to my ſelf a good Foundation againſt 
the Time to come, that I may lay held on eter- 
nal Life. Make me truly ſenſible; how im- 
poſſible it is co ſerve both God and Vammon⸗ 

fad that if 1 * love the World and 


the Things fi in WY chi is _ certain Sign that 
As wr We And away 

my mat it m A Open 90 
Byes, and look» paid: this: 


pire after thoſe true Riches to which all that 


this World: A748 ears no Manner of 


portion. Ny Ba land mY Guide in all n 
Concerns ; 9 85 thr 
Things 00 that. 1 inal Joſs: not the 
CAS Eternal. 


Hh 


185 and reign 0 . and the Holy 
* ever. "He gol. Y e ibn End. 


for We tl Chitin eee 
f n 


3 ft, got 31 _ | * en! 


01 tete and ming God. wh hate 
. a and can ſt So loek upon che 
leaſt Sin wick Approbation; Diſpoſe mo ſot᷑ a 


due Attendancs to the State thou haſt. place 


me in, and the Preparation I am nece — 


8 make for anecher, before I am 


hence. Work ia me both to Will, and to 40 

— 1 good Wahre. that ſo Longs live in all 

Converſation and Godlineſs, and may. 

paſs the Time of thy 4 —— here in thy 

Fear, exerciſing my ſelf continually. to hexe a 
Conſcience void of Offence towards 

_ towards Man. Open mine Eyes, chat l 

ſee the wondrous Things of thy Law. 

En ighten my Mind that I may know thee; 

and not with a barren and uſeleſs Knowledge, 


but uch as may produce the happy Fruits of 
11 5 Works. Put thy Law in m Heart, and 


write 


. State, and 
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rite it my inwar n, that in nothing 1 
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may dare to ſin againſt thee, but 


Life may be a confinual Study 10 pleaſe thee. 
Make che ſorrowful for my Sins, and intent 
upon a better Obedience for the future, hum- 
ble under thy Chaſtiſements, devour! in thy 
Service, thankful for alt thy Mercies, fearful 
to diſpleaſe chee and defirous above ali Things 
to approve my ſelf to thee: | Remind me f 
my Duty to my me radon , that I may love 
him as my ſelt, and di to all others, as I'would 


they ſhould do to me, being obedient to = 
poral, 


„ whether 1 or Tempor 
reſpectful co my*torher Superiors; Loving; 
and Uſeful” and Obli ging to my Equals; 15 
fable and Courtedus to f Inferiors.; Juſt to 
all, and Charitable and Afſiſtant to thoſe that 
are in Need.“ 4 ut me upon a diligent 
Watch over my ſelf, 5 I indulge no unrea- 
ſonable Luſt or Paſſion, no Vice or Immora- 
lity of any Kind, but may be progreſſive in 
Goodneſs, may cleanſe my ſelf from all my 
Defilements, and may aim at bong ws as 


he which has called mne is Holy. Thus I be- 
feech thee, O Gradious God, to grant that I 
may both perceive and know, what Things I 
ought to do, and alſo may have Grace and 
Power faichfully to fulfit the ſame, through 

Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. imm. 


II. 
God, though my Spirit be willing, yet 
9 the Fleſh 12 Nr I can 455 nd 
Thing without thy Aſſiſtance. Do thou 
ſtrengthen me by thy good Spirit, to bear 
up againſt all the Oppoſition that ſhall befal 
me in the Performance of my Duty, whether 
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that they may ſee:my>good Works; and glo- 


miſe, make me ever to love that which oy 
, Amen 10 / on tions d 0 no.! Ife N 


from Mien or Devils) / Let no — 
too powerful for me:r6 withſtand at with Cou-! 
—_ and an undauiited Reſolution to proceet 
in ni Integrity. Nouriſſi all the Seeds of 
Grace that are ſown in my. Heart, and make 
them fruitful unto etery good Word and 
Work. Let my Light ſo ſhine before Men, 


rify the my Father WhO art in Heaven. 
Make me a faithful Steward of all thoſe Tx 
lents where with thou haft entruſted me, for 
he Good; either O my-d gelt or othets, that l 
may not be afraid t give up my Accounts, 
when the, Eord ſhall come to reckon with me. 
Give me the. encreaſe of Faith, Hope] and 
"Charity, and all other Chriſtian Graces; And 
that Lmay obtain that which: thou doſt pro. 


doſt command, ER JA La ger Lond, 
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ity holy 5 ; and IL pray thee,” that my 5 
Nele Spin, and Soul, and Body, be preſer a 
ved Blameleſs , unto the Coming of our 4 
Lord: Jeſus Chriſt; to whom. be; Glory. for 1 
ever and ever. Am. a 
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' A. Lmighty and moſt loving Father, the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, and God of all Conſo- 
lation, I here proſtrate my ſelf at thy Feet, 
humbly acknowledging thy Bounty and Good- 
nels to me, deſiring to bleſs and praiſe thy 
holy Name, both now and for evermore, for 
ſuch thine abundant Loving-kindneſs. It Was 
of thine own good Pleaſure, that thou at firſt 
gaveſt me a Being; when I was not: It is of 
thy moſt gracious Hand over me, that I am 
ſtill preſervd in it, notwithſtanding all the 
Dangers to which I lie continually expos d. 
Through thy immenſe Patience and Compaſ- 

ſion towards me L am now on this Side the 

Grave, and everlaſting Miſery; for I have 

deſerv/d nothing of thee, but thy 1 
Wrath, and implacable Indignation. Yet doſt 

thou not fail to multiply thy Bleſſings upon 

me from Day to Day, Bleſſings both Spiritual 

and Temporal, for. this Life and in order to 4 

better. Praiſed be thy Name, O Lord, for 
that thou haſt dealt thus lovingly with me; 
While I live will I praiſe che Lord, yea, as 
long as I have any Being, I will ſing Praiſes 
to my God. My Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy 
Righteouſneſs and Salvation all the Day long, 
for I know no End thereof. Bleſſed be the 
Lord my God, who only doth wondrous 

Things. And bleſſed be the Name of his 
Majeity for ever: And all the Earth ſhall be 
0 7 lee ee 8 — © Ys 4 ; II. Thou 
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Ty, and . Bs id rote for thou 
haſt created all Things, and for thy Pleaſure 
they are, and were created. May Men and 
Angels never ceaſe to Worſhip and _ Adore 
ther „ and Laud and . hy" bleſſed 
Name, for thine infinite: — as to all the 
Sons of Men. For my ſelf, it ſhall be m 


conſtant Study, to expreſs my unteigned Gπ 


titude, for the innumerable Benefits Lhave re- 

ceiv'd from thy Bounty. Which are as great, 
as they . Way undeferv'd, and o call 
for che utmoſt Returns of Duty and Think 
fulneſs to the Author of them. All Praiſe, all 
Glory be to thee for my Creation, Preſerya- 
tion, and all the Bleſſings ot chi Life; 'for 
my Health and Strengch, my Reaſon and Un. 


derſtanding, my Peace: . Quiet of Mind, 


my Credit and Reputation, the Plenty of 
outward good Things wherewith thou haſt 
bleſſadd me, my Friends and Relations, and 
Benefactors, or whatever tends to make my 


Being here Comfortable. It is all owing to 
thee alone; And to thee therefore vy the | 


T_ Ne Ages. e mere 


dr abode al a my Soul, ny cht | 


is within me, Glorify thee, 0 Lord, for 


that moſt gracious Provition'thou haft vouch | 


ſafed to make for me, in order to 4 hertt 
Life, when this wall aße an End. Far! nh 
Redemption by the'Death and Paſſion of "thy 
bed Saviour, for the glati Tidings Of 
Gospel, which not only hath. brought Lite 
any rn to Light, und thewn' 5 
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Way to it, now open d throngh his Merits, co 
over informed us what muy is requir d in or- 

der to it, and how we mull. be dualifed boss 
fore we can be thought meet to Pe Partater sn 
of it; for the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſft 
upon the Apoſtles at Feraſalem on the Day of 
pentecoſt; for the glorious Eſſect of that De. 


ſcent in the ſpeedy and miruculous Propaga- 

tion of Chriſtianity through the World; fer 
char Aſſiſtance! which is yet oontinuid to m7 
ſelf and others, for enabling us th walk worthy 

of the Vocation here with We are call d; for 
thy Word and Sacraments; for the Examples 
of thy Saints and Martyrs, of the holy 8 
Apoſtles, and above all of our bleſſed Lock © 7 
himſelf , who was made like to us in all 
Things, Sin only excepted; and for all the - 
Means of Grace, and Hopes of Glory that we 
enjoy through him. Oh that T could praiſe 
thee as 1 onght, for theſe thine unſpeakable 
Mercies ; __ as the bleſſed Spirits abe 
praiſe thee ; that as Heaven and Earth are full. 
my Mouth may be duly filled with thy Praiſe, © 
who art the Author of all this Good to me! 
However, ſo far as my preſent State will ad. 
mit of, I will not refrain my Tongue from | 0 
proclaiming thy wondrous Works, I Will ; 
give Thanks unto thee , for chat thou halt 
done; and will hope in thy Name all the 
Days of my Life. An. 


J theſe thy great Mercies be 3 5 
fd in my Mind, and fo deeply rooted aneg 
Ettled chere, as that may hewer mae ther: 
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£ A / Filkmy Mind with ſuch, 


unfeigned Gratitude to theea may never 
_ ceaſts to hie forth it ſelf, not by a bare Re- 
-licw of Praiſe, but likewiſe by the Holineb 


and Up prightneſs of my Converſation. Make 
incthe Fear of the Eord all the Day 
long, and never let it enter into 


my Heart, to 


do any Thing en of: ſuch excoſſire 


Goodnefs to une; but: that + may perfect 


magnify thy: :holy: 
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